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PREFACE. 



The papers in this volume first appeared in the 
Hibernian Magazine, and had the good fortune to 
be highly praised by the press, and many friends, 
clerical and lay, who urged that they should be pre- 
sented to the public in a more durable form. 

The opening part of the series can, as an origins^ 
work, hardly be called mine ; for I have done little 
more than give a free version of Father Mooney's 
Latin Manuscript History of the Irish Franciscan 
houses — a copy of which I procured from the 
Burgundian Library, Brussels — ^and enrich his details 
by gleaning from various quarters whatever could 
heighten the value of the good Father's performance. 
I have also cast it into a dramatic shape as the surest 
means of imparting to it'a Uvely and engaging ch^ 
jacter. 

I did not aim at producing a history of all the 
Franciscan houses which formerly existed in Ireland ; 
but the reader will find an account of the most celcr 
brated among them as they were before the Suppres- 
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sion, and as Father Mooney saw them either in the 
incipient decline, or in their desolation. The ruins < 
many of those establishments still remain. Whos< 
ever visits them, with this book in his hand, wi 
have for his guide the genial old friar, who, more tha 
two centuries ago, described them so accurately an 
pathetically, and certainly in such way as none of h: 
successors could pretend to do. 

Archdall and others of his class furnish dry unci 
cumstantial dates ; but Father Mooney peoples h; 
periods, enables us to assist at the very founding ( 
those venerable houses ; nay, familiarises us with tl: 
inmates, their pursuits, and usages, and interweavi 
with his narrative many curious incidents, which, bi 
for him, must have been lost for ever. 

The study of his manuscript often solaced me i 
cark and gloom — ^f or both will be, vigorous brain an 
disillusionised heart, notwithstanding; and I wou] 
hope that the perusal of this version may convince tl 
reader that, be his ills or sense of wrongs ever i 
great, perhaps better men have known greater, an 
borne them with that indomitable patience whic 
empowers us to possess our souls. 

This virtue sustained Colgan during the comp( 
sition of the Acta S.S. Hibemise ; th^ Donegs 
Annalists, in their voluminous compilations, an 
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The papers ia this vohune first appeared in the Hibernian 
Magazine, and had the g^ood fortune to be highly praised 
by the press, and many mends, clerical and lay, who urged 
tnat they E^ould be presented to the public in a more 
durable form. 

The opening part of the series can, as an original work, 
hardly be called mine ; for I have done little more than 

g've a free version of Father Mooney's Latin Manuscript 
istory of the Irish Franciscan houses — a copy of which X 
procured from^ the Burgundian Library, Brussels— and 
enrich his details by gleaning from various quarters what- 
ever could heighten the value of the good Father's perfor- 
mance. I have also cast it into a dramatic shape as the surest 
means of imparting to it a livelv and eujo^aging character. 

I did not aim at producing a history of au the Franciscan 
houses which formerly existed in Ireland ; but the reader 
win find an account of the most celebrated among them as 
they were before the Suppression, and as Father Mooney 
saw them either in their incipient dedine, or in their 
desolation. The ruins of many of t^se establishments 
still remain. Whosoever visits them, with this book in his 
hand, will have for his guide the menial old friar, who, more 
than two centuries ago, described them so accurately and 
pathetically, and certainly in such way as none of his 
successors could pretend to do. 

Archdall and others of his class furnish drv uncircum- 
stantial dates; but Father Mooney peoples his periods, 
enables us to assist at the very founding of those venerable 
houses ; nay, familiarises us with the inmates, their pur- 
suits, and usages, and interweaves with his narrative many 
curious incidents, which, but for him, must have been lost 
for ever. 

The study of his manuscript often solaced me in cark and 
ffloom — for both will be, vigorous brain and disillusioned 
heart, notwithstanding ; and I would hope that the perusal 
of tins version may convince the reader that, be his ills or 
sense of wrongs ever so great, perhaps better men have 
known greater, and borne them with tib^t indomitable 
patience which empowers us to possess oui soula^ 
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This virtue sustained Colgan during the composition of 
the Acta S.S. Hibernise ; the Donegal Annalists, in their 
voluminous compilations, and Father Mooney, while util- 
ising monastic retirement in hoarding those precious 
reminiscences, which have been destined to secure the pre- 
eminent reputation of the Irish Franciscans. Neither 
warmed by the sunshine of patronage, nor encouraged by 
the smiles of fortune, but persecuted and depauperised, 
many a son of this illustrious order, must have frequently 
remembered the hopeful passage — 

" Tentanda via est, qua m^ quoque possim 
Tollere humo I" 

The papers on the Irish Hierarchy are derived from 
quarters not accessible to the general reader — the State 
Pa})er Office, London, the Bodleian, Oxford ; Trinity 
College, Dublin ; Rinu'ccini's Despatches ; rare books, and 
manuscript compilations. I do not profess to give biogra- 
phies of all the Irish prelates of the Seventeenth Century, 
but of those who figured most conspicuously in that interv^al. 
Need I say that such memoirs reflect strong light on our 
ecclesiastical and civil annals during the eventful period 
with which those personages are associated ? Indeed, the 
fact was so palpable, that my labours in this special de- 
partment have been largely used by many writers ; some 
acknowledging the sources from which they borrowed 
their information ; while others, heedless of the cost and 
trouble in discovering and accumulating them, disregarded 
such courteous honesty. Holy writ, however hath, " it is 
better to give rather than to receive." I will, therefore, 
console myself with the conviction that the ingrates are 
debtors to my unaided industry in those long-unfrequented 
and weed-hiaden by-ways of our story. Seneca has said 
that large loans make enemies ; but though the aphorism 
should prove true in my instance, I am more than com- 
pensated by being allowed to inscribe this volume with the 
name of a distinguished gentleman and author, whose 
affability and elesant erudition are the admiration of every 
one who has the nappiness of being acquainted with him, 
either per8onally,^or through his numerous charming works. 

C. P. M. 

S.S. Michael and John^ 

Dublin, Jan, 27, 1869. 
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THE 

RISE AND FALL 

OF 

THE FRANCISCAN MONASTERIES 

m 

IN IRELAND. 

THE MONASTERY OF DONEGAL. 

On tbe evening of the 16th of August, 1617, two Irish 
Franciscans were seated in the library of the house which 
they occupied at Lou vain as a temporary domicile for them- 
selves and community, pending the erection of the convent 
of St. Antony, the first stone of which had been laid a few 
months before by Albert and Isabella, joint sovereigns of 
the Netherlands. These two friars, fathers Purcell and 
Mooney, were both advanced in years ; but the latter, 
though considerably older than his companion, was still 
hale and vigorous, notwithstanding the austerities of clois- 
ter life and the hardships of his early career ; for in youth 
he had been a soldier, and served in the army of the great 
earl of Desmond, till the power of that once mighty pala- 
tine was utterly destroyed. Tired of camp life, and 
hoping to pass the remainder of his days in the calm 
seclusion of a convent, he ultimately took the habit of St. 
Francis, and, after due probation and a brief course of 
studies, was ordained priest, and advanced to various offices 
in the venerable monastery of Donegal, where he resided 
till the ye^ 1601. Father Purcell, unlike his colleague, 
took the habit of St Francis when he was a mere stripling, 
and proceeding to Rome, passed the greater part of his life 
in that city, w^here his learning, and, above all, his profound 
knowledge of the classics, placed him on a level with the 
most erudite of his day. Ketuming to Ireland, he resided 
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for some time in the convent of St. Francis at Kilkenny, 
till at length the combined forces of O'Neill and O'Doniiell 
were rented at Kinsale, and he, like most of his brethren, 
had to fly for shelter and protection to Lou vain, where the 
Irish Franciscans met cordial welcome from Albert and 
Isabella. Indeed, so solicitous were the archdukes — the 
title by which the joint sovereigns were designated — for the 
comfort and advancement of the Irish Franciscans, that 
they not only assisted in person and with great pomp at 
the laying of the first stone of the Irish monastery at 
Louvain, but also bestowed considerable endowments upon 
it, in order that it might serve as a sanctuary for the per- 
secuted Irish, and a seminary for the training of future 
missionaries. 

At the period of which we are writing, father Mooney was 
provincial of the Irish Franciscans, and father Purcell taught 
rhetoric, philosophy, and theology to the small community, 
the first of whom had been admitted to the noviciate in the 
year 1607. Next to his desire of beholding a S})aciou8 monas- 
tery erected for the Irish Franciscans in the old Flemish city, 
father Mooney had nothing so much at heart as to leave be- 
hind him a history of the houses of his own order in Ireland ; 
but although thoroughly acquainted with the annals that 
chronicled their foundation, and having been a personal 
witness of the terrible calamities that befel most of them, 
he, nevertheless, felt himself incompetent to write anything 
like a succinct narrative of their rise and falL A history of 
the Irish Franciscan monasteries should be written in Latin, 
and Mooney 's imperfect knowledge of that language de- 
terred him from undertaking sucn a task. A man, the 
greater part of whose early life . had been spent among 
kerne and galloglass, bivouacking in the glens of Aharlow, 
driving preys, and making fierce inroads on the bawns of 
the English, when they were wresting the fair valleys of 
Munster from the followers of Desmond, had little time, 
and j)erhaps less inclination, for the study of Thucydides or 
Tacitus. Nevertheless, from the moment he had renounced 
sparth and matchlock, and taken the cowl in Donegal, his 
mind was constantly set upon his cherished project ; and he 
resolved to collect all available fragments of the history 
of the Irish Franciscan monasteries, trusting that he might 
one day meet some member of his order a^e to cast them 
into a readable and interesting memoir. 
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This laudable ambition was stimulated by other oonsi- 
derations. The great families of O'Neill and O'Dounell 
had long been the benefactors of the Irish Franciscans in 
Ulster— nay, founders of their monasteries, and protectors of 
their order, at a time \vhen English law proscribed their 
very existence, and decreed the dissolution of their time- 
honoured institutiona During the entire of that war which 
those two princes waged against Elizabeth, and which did 
not terminate till the disastrous victory of Kinsale, father 
Mooney passed much of his time in the camps of the chief- 
tains, ministering to the wounded and dyms on many a 
well-fought field, where their valour stemmed for a wnile 
the tide of English conquest. In fact, he witnessed all 
their fitful triumphs on the Blackwater, in Tyrone, as well 
as in the passes of the Curlew mountains in Gonnanght ; 
and he finally beheld the French brigantine sailing away 
from Lough Swilly, freighted with the chief families of the 
old Celtic nobility, whose banishment and ruin involved 
that of his entire order. At the time when he conceived 
the idea of writing a history of the Franciscan monasteries 
in Ireland, most of those chieftains were lying in their 
foreign graves — one, the greatest of them all, in Valladohd, 
and the others fn the crypts of the Janiculum at Kome : 
but their representatives were still living on the precarious 
bounty of the Spanish government, some serving in the 
armies and fleets of that power, and one in particular — 
Bernard, youngest son of the great earl of Tyrone — occupy- 
ing the distinguished place of page in the court of Albert 
and Isabella at Brussels. Gratitude for benefits conferred 
on the Irish Franciscans by the ancestors of those fallen 
chieftains, and remembrance of the protection which the 
latter extended to the order during the reisn of Elizabeth, 
were of themselves suflBicient motives for leaving a lasting 
record of both— a record, too, which in all likelihood might 
advance the interests of the exiled nobles in the homes of 
their adoption, and secure for them the esteem and venera- 
tion of their compatriots, should heaven ever restore them 
to their forfeited domains. 

Influenced by such motives, father Mooney spent the 
greater part of the year 1608 visiting the various monas- 
teries of his order in X(^land, collecting, as we have already 
observed, every waif and stray that related to their earlv 
history, carefully treasuring the legends pertaining to each 
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of them ; and -what is still of greater interest to us, faith- 
fully chronicling the vicissitudes of those venerable insti- 
tutions, after the friars — or, as the annalists term them, 
*'the sons of life*' — had been obliged to emigrate and 
seek shelter either in the unfrequented glens of their own 
land, or in the hospitable asylums which were thrown open 
to them on the Continent. 

The facts which he had thus gleaned and rescued from 
oblivion, needed some careful hand to give them shape and 
order ; and to the end that such a work might deserve a 

Elace in the library of the Irish convent of St. Antony at 
rouvain, then fast approaching completion, father Purcell 
undertook the task of digesting the valuable pa2)ers which 
were committed to his ^arge, and translating them into 
Latin. On the evening we have already named, the two 
friars were seated together poring over the pages which 
father Purcell had just then completed ; and no sooner did 
Mooney's clear grey eye light on the word "Donegal," than 
the tears streamed hot and fast down his channelled cheeks, 
and then, after a moment's pause, he turned to his com- 
panion, and said: — " Dear brother, read for me the history 
of that monastery I loved so well — aye, and that I love 
still, though it is now a lonely, rifted ruin. From time to 
time you must refresh my memory out of the pages which 
owe so much to your graceful Latinity ; but mmd that you 
read slowly, for I am growing dull, and without Uiat 
Italian pronunciation, to which these aged eass are but ill 
accustomed." 

Father Purcell crossed his arms on his breast, bowed 
reverently to his superior, and then opening the volume at 
the place indicated, read in the original Latin, of which we 
give a faithful paraphrase, the K)llowing history of the 
monastery of Donegal : — 

It was in the year 1474, when the Franciscans were 
holding a provincial chapter in the monastery of Ross- 
Bial, that Nuala O'Connor, daughter of O'Connor Faily, 
one of the most powerful of the Leinster princes, and wife of 
Hugh Koe O'Donnell, came, accompanied by a brilliant fol- 
lowing of noble ladies, and a goodly discort of kerne and 
galloglass, to present an humble memorial to the assembled 
fathers. When the latter had duly considered the prayer 
of the Lady Nuala^s memorial, they deputed the provincial 
^^> inform her th&t they could not comply with her request 
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at that moment, but that at some future time they would 
cheerfully send a colony of Franciscans to the principality 
of Tirconnell. * * What ! " replied the princess, sorely pained 
by the ref usaL ' * I have journeyed a hundred miles to attain 
the object that has long been dearest to my heart, and will 
you now venture to deny my prayer ? If you do, beware 
of God*s wrath ; for I will appeal to his throne, and charge 
you with the loss of all the souls which your reluctance 
may cause to perish in the territory of Tirconnell !" Earnest 
ana energetic was the lady's pleading ; so much so, that 
she ultimately overcame the hesitation of the friars, some 
of whom professed themselves ready to accompany her to 
Tirconnell. Proud of her success, the lady Nuala then 
set out on her journey homewards, followed by a goodly 
number of Franciscans, who, when they arrived in the barony 
of Tir-Hugh, immediately commenced building the far-famed 
monastery at the head of the lovely bay of Donegal. The 
site, indeed, was happily chosen, and nothing could surpass 
the beauty of the prospect which it commanded. Hard by 
the windows of the refectory was the wharf, where foreign 
ships took in their cargoes of hides, fish, wool, linen cloth, 
and falding ; and there, too, came the galleons of Spain, 
laden with wine and arms in exchange for the merchandise 
which the lords of Tirconnell sent annually to the Brabant 
marts, then the great^emporiums for the north of Europe. 
In sooth it was a lovely spot, and sweetly suggestive of 
holy meditations. In the calm days of summer, when the 
broad expanse of the estuary lay still and unruffled, mir- 
roring in its blue depths the overcanopying heaven, was it 
not a fair image of the unbroken tranquillity and peace to 
which the hearts of the recluses aspired ? And in the 
l^loomy winter nights, when the great crested waves rolled 
in majestic fury against the granitic headlands, would not 
the driving storm, wreck, and unavailing cry of drowning 
mariners, remind the inmate of that monastery that he had 
chosen the safer part, by abandoning a world where the 
tempest of the passions wreaks destruction far more appal- 
ling? But the lady Nuala died before the building was 
iinished, and good reason had the friars to cherish lasting 
remembrance of her piety and munificence. Her remains 
were interred in a vault which her widowed lord caused to 
be constructed almost under the grand altar, and he also 
determined that thenceforth his entire posterity should 
repose in the same crypt. 



6 THE IRSE AND PALL OF THE 

lu the course of that year (1474), Hugh Roe O'Donnell 
took to his second wife Fingalla, daughter of Conor O'Brien, 
king of Thomond ; and this lady, emulating the virtues of 
her predecessor, spared no pains in forwarding the work, 
till at length she saw the monastery, with its church, 
cloisters, chapter-house, refectory, library, and other ap- 
purtenances, entirely completed. The dedication of the 
sacred edifice took place in the same year, and a more 
solemn spectacle was never before witnessed in Tir-Hugh — 
nay, not even in the days of blessed Columba, that greatest 
of all church-builders. The munificence of O'Donnell and 
his wife Fingalla to our friars was unbounded ; for, not 
satisfied with presenting rich altar furniture to the church, 
they also bestowed some quarters of fertile glebe on the 
monastery, and, furthermore, gave the friars a perpetual 
right to fish for salmon — nay, and authorized them to build 
a weir just where the Esk empties its silvery waters into 
the bay. This was matter of great convenience to the 
monastery during the Lenten and other fasts which the 
rule of St. Francis prescribes ; and, indeed, so much did 
salmon abound in the waters of the bay, that I myself, in 
the time of my noviciate, have often seen the friars taking, 
right under the windows of the infirmary, prodigious quan- 
tities of this delicious fish at one haul of the net. 

In the year 1505, Hugh O'Donnell, who, at the instance of 
his first and second wife, conferred so many benefits on 
the Franciscans of Donegal, died in the castie which he 
had erected within bowshot of the monastery, and was 
buried with great solemnity in the sepulchre that he caused 
to be built for his last resting-place. After his demise the 
lordship of Tirconnell devolved on his son, Hugh Oge, who 
was duly inaugurated at Kilmaorenan. As soon as his 
mother saw him in undisputed possession of his rights, she 
abandoned all the pomp and state of a princess, and caused 
a small residence to be erected for her near the monastery, 
where she passed the remainder of her days in prayer, 
almsgiving, and penitential austerities, till she was finally 
laid in the same tomb with her husband. He, indeed, was 
a full moon of hospitality ; and during his reign such was 
the security for life and property in aU the borders of Tir- 
connell, that the people only closed their doors to keep out 
the wind I 
lu iiheperaon of hia succeasor, the Donegal monastery had 
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a faithful friend and zealous patron, who desired nothing 
no much as to have the vacancies caused by the decease of 
its early colonists, most of whom came from Connaught, 
filled up by natives of his own principality. And, indeed, 
his wish was ultimately realized, nor was it Ions till he 
saw a community of forty Franciscans, mostly his own 
native-born subjects, domiciled in Donegal. 

In 1510 this Hugh Oge set out on a pilgrimage to Rome, 
where he spent two years ; and on his way back to Ireland, 
tarried sixteen weeks at the court of Henry VIII. , who 
received him as an independent potentate. The career of 
this prince was singularly fortunate ; for during his reign 
the seasons, and the sea itself, were favourable to the people 
of T*irconnelL As for the Franciscans, he was their con- 
stant benefactor ; so much so, that when a general chapter 
of the order met in the monastery of Donegal, he generously 
supplied that large assemblage with food and Spanish wines. 
Always triumphant in the field, he achieved the still 
lender victory over self, by taking the habit of St. Francis 
in our monastery, where he died and was buried in 1537. 
Two-and-twenty years previous to that period, Menelaus 
MacCarmagan, bishop of Kaphoe, took our habit, and was 
buried in the same monastery ; and in the year 1550, Kory 
0*Donnell, bishop of Derry, feeling death approach, re- 
quested to be clothed in our coarse serge, and ordered that 
his remains should be laid in our cloister. Nor w^as it as a 
resting-plaod after their earthly race was run that the gi*eat 
and high-born desired our peaceful solitude : far otherwise 
indeed ; for many a valiant chieftain, tired of Ufe*8 transient 
clones, and many a noble of the oldest lineage, famed in 
bardic song or chronicled in history, severing every tie that 
bound him to the world, came to Donegal, and there cast 
away sword, scutcheon, and such worldly vanities, for our 
poor habit and holy conversation. I^ong before the great 
emperor Charles abdicated an empire for the solitude of St. 
Just, princes of Conal Gulbao's line might be seen in the 
cloisters of Donegal, enjoying that peace which nor he nor 
they could ever find in mundane glories. 

Indeed, during the one hundred and twenty-seven years 
of its existence, no house of our order, at home or abroad, 
could boast of men more distinguished for their virtues. 
But to anticipate all accidents of time, and rescue from 
oblivion the memory of one of our brotherhood, whose 
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wonderful sanctity shed lustre on the monastery of Donegal, 
I deem it my duty to record in these pages what I have 
learned of him from the lips of those who were living wit- 
nesses of his holy life ; for, indeed, he was singularly 
blessed with the gift of miracles. 

Father Bernard Gray — surnamed "Pauper," from his • 
unparalleled love of holy poverty — was a native of the 
ancient city of Clogher, where his opulent parents bestowed 
sedulous pains on his early education. Even from his in- 
fancy the child was the admiration of all who came in 
contact with him, and as he grew up his virtues were the 
theme of every tongue. Arrived at man's estate, a power- 
ful chieftain of Fermanagh offered him the hand, heart, 
and wide domains of his fair daughter ; but the proposal 
was hardly made when Bernard disappeared from the scene 
of his childhood, and entered on his noviciate in the monas- 
tery of Donegal. During the entire of the probationary 
period, his whole life was a practical commentary on the 
jrules of our sainted founder, whose self-denial, and above 
all, love of poverty, were the constant subjects of his me- 
ditations. After completing his studies, and receiving the 
order of priesthood, father Bernard's eminent virtues 
shone out, if possible, still more conspicuously, his love of 
retirement and total seclusion from the world notwith- 
standing. Faithful in the discharge of all the monastic 
duties — always the first in the choir, when the midnight 
bell called the friars from their hard pallets— and glorying 
in the coarse habit for which he had cheerfully exchanged 

Eurple and fine linen ; he, to all appearances, seemed to 
ave inherited the glowing fervour and profound humility 
for which holy Francis was celebrated during his mortal 
term. 

The fame of this man's sanctity and wisdom soon sped 
beyond the borders of Tirconnell, and reached the ears of 
Gerald, earl of Kildare, who was then lord deputy.* Desi- 
rous of ascertaining what credit he should give to the mar- 
vellous anecdotes related of father Bernard, the earl sum- 
moned him to Drogheda, to preach in the presence of his 
entire court. Bernard obeyed; and so charmed was Kildare 
with his eloquence and piety, that he not only invited him to 
dine at his table, but gave mm precedence of all his nobles. 

• A.D. 1632. 
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After dinner, Kildare requested him to entertain the com- 
pany by narrating some itassages in the life of St. Francis, and 
proving, at the same time, that God had bestowed the choicest 
privileges on this holy personage. Bernard complied ; and 
when he came to speak of the smgular privileges with which 
God invested our holy founder, he pithuy remarked: 
" Were there no other evidence of the transcendent honour 
with which the Lord has crowned blessed Francis, I think 
that what you have witnessed here to-day should be amply suf- 
ficient. Surely, my lord, when you treat with such •deference 
a man wearing this poor habit, nay, and give him precedence 
of all your nooles, it must be manifest that Gk>d has exalted 
St. Francis to the highest place in the heavenly court." 
•* I agree with you, " replied the earl ; " and I now proclaim 
to this noble company that you have read my inmost thoughtF, 
I summoned you hi&er in order to test you in person ; and 
when I gave you the most distinguished place at my table, 
I was actually thinking of the honour with which your 
holy founder has been received at the banquet of the hea- 
veidy court. I am now convinced that vou are a special 
favourite of the Most High." Next day tne earl craved his 
blessing, and dismissed him with many presents for the 
convent of Donegal. 

As a complete narrative of the miracles wrought through 
the instrumentality of father Bernard would till many a 
goodly page, I will mention only a few of them here. One 
night in Lent, when it was his turn to serve the brethren at 
supper, the guardian playfully remarked that the fish was 
very bad, and that the salmon seemed to have deserted the 
weir which prince O'Donnell built for the benefit of our 
community. **The Cistercians of Ashro,"* said the guar- 
dian, *'have salmon in abundance ; and surely the Esk was 
ever fishful a river as Saimerf of the blue streams. How 
comes it, then, father Bernard, that we take no salmon in 
our weir?*' **Iknow not," replied the latter. **Well, 
then," continued the guardian, **I command you to bless 
the weir in the name of Him, at whose word Simon's net 
was filled with fish till the meshes snapped asunder, in the 
lough of Genesareth. I know that you are a special instru- 

* Ballfshannon, 'vrhere the 0*Cananans fonnded the Cistercian monas- 
tery in 1184. 

t The old name of the Erne, irhich falls Into the sea a short distance 
below Ballyshannon. 



/ 



s 



10 THE BISK ^ND PALL OF IHC 

meat in tbe Almighty's huidB ; do, then, as I l«ll fou," 
Bernard obeyed ; and uienceforth the weir of our roonaatery 
nevermore lacked ahnndsjica of aalmon and trout. On 
another occasion a creaghC,* who used to receive alms for 
our monastery, came to tell him that a fatal distemper was 
destroyiag his sheep and cows. Bernard pitied the poor 
man, and gave him a vesael of water which he had blessed, 
telling him to sprinkle his flocks with it in the name of the 
Trinity. " Aroid," said he, "tlie spells and iucantationa 
of wicked peogJe, calling themselveB fairymen ; but recite 
the ereed and angelic salutation." The creaght hastened 
home, did aa he was directed, and Ic I his sheep recovered, 
and his cows, ever afterwards, gave more than the usual 
itity of milk. Ingratitude to God and father Bernard, 
nan erected a moand of stones on the summit of Drum- 
btarr,i' to conamemorate auch signal mercy; and even to 
this day ilmt mound is called Brian's Cairn. 

Singularly remarkable were the circamstoncefl of this holy 
man's death ; for, when worn down by penitential austerities, 
heaven forewarned him of the very hour of his dissolution. 
One evening;, after vespers, the friars hastened to the infir- 
mary, for they knew that he was in his last agony ; and 
when they knelt rannd his poor pallet, after the supper-bell 
had rung, be raised himself op, and told them to go to the 
refectory, ' ' Go, go !' ' said he ; " tor my soul shall leave 
earth to-night, in company with that of the chanter of 
Armagh caUiedral." The friars obeyed his command, and 
on their return found him kneeling, though dead, bis sight- 
less eyeballs tnrned heavenwards, and his rigid arms out- 
stretched in attitude of prayer, lliis occurred in May, 
1649 ; and the guardian lost no time in sending messengers 
to Arma;;h, to ascertain if Bernard's friend was still liviag. 
On their arrival they learned that the chanter had died at 
the very moment of Bernard's departure, and after telling 
those about him that on that same night ■ sanctified som 
should leave Donegal monastery for the kingdom of the 

For fully half a century after the decease of this venerable 
brother, our monastery continued to flourish in peace and 
happinees, under the fostering protection of the princes of 
Tircouneli. In the interval, countless fugitives from the 
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Pale came with strange tidings to our friars, telling them 
how king Henry of England had decreed the spoliation of 
the religious houses, and how his immediate successor, and 
his wicKed counsellors, had laid sacril^ons hands on the 
gold and silver of many a sanctuary. The Franciscans 
pitied their plandered brethren of the Pale, but they never 
thought that similar horrors were one day to overtake them- 
selves. Wars, fierce and bloody, it is- true, wasted Tircon- 
neU, when Shane O'Neill, in his mad ambition, strove to 
reduce all Ulster to his sway ; but although the fields of 
Tir-Hugh were desolated by lire and sword, and the prince 
and princess of Tirconnell lay fettered in the stronghold of 
Shane the Proud, still no faggot reached our roof-tree, and 
no hand profaned our altars. Nor is it to be supposed that 
we lacked wherewithal to tempt the cupidity of the sacri- 
legiousi, were such to be fouud among the clansmen of 
Tyrone or Tirconnell. Quite the contrary ; for many years 
afterwards,* when I was sacristan, no monastery in the 
land could make a goodlier show of gold and silver than 
ours. During the time I held that office, I had in my cus- 
tody forty suits of vestments, maay of them of cloth of 
gola and silver— some interwoven and brocaded with gold — 
the remainder silk. We had also sixteen silver chalices, 
all of which, two excepted, were washed with gold ; nor 
should I forget two splendid ciboriums inlaid with precious 
stones, and every other requisite for the altars. This rich 
furniture was the gift of the princes of Tirconnell; and, as 
I said before, no matter what preys the Tyronians might 
lift off O'Donnell's lands, there was no one impious enough 
to desecrate or spoil our sacred treasury. We fed the poor, 
comforted them m their sorrows, educated the scions of the 
princely house to whom we owed everything, chronicled 
the acmevements of their race, prayed for the souls of our 
founders and benefactors, chanted the divine offices day and 
night with great solemnity ; and while thus engaged, the 
tide of war swept harmless by our hallowed walls. 

But it was not heaven's will that our peaceful domicile 
should always be exempted from outrage and invasion ; for, 
alas ! the mad dissensions of the native princes precipitated 
their own ruin, which involved oiu^. The O'Donnell who 
then ruled the principality had grown old and feeble ; and 

• A.D. 1600-1. 
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were it not for the energy of Ilia wife, vlio pOBSeBsed Ilia 
heart of a hero and the mind of a warrior, her younger eon 
Doniiell would have wreated the Wand of ohieftaiooy from 
the feeble grasp of his hnaiy parent. The latter, it ie true, 
had been valiant in hig day ; but his ware againat Turlogh 
O'Neill, then the aliy of queen Elizabeth, and the blood 
and treasure be lavished in defeating domestic treason, ren- 
dered htm nnable t^epet the encroachments of the English. 
To add to his midenes. his eldest son Hngli had been cap- 
tured by the deputy Ferrott, and recommitted to the dun- 
geon of Dnblin castle, after an unavailing effort to baffle 
hia pursiiera. A Recond attempt, however, proved Bucoeea- 
lul ; for when the avaricious f itzwilliams replaoad hia 
attainted predecessor, the former, for a bribe of a thousand 
ponuda, given, as was said, by tba baron of Dungonnon,* 
connived at the Sight of the illustrious captive, who, after 



castle at Ballyahan 

Good reason had the people of Tirconnell to rejoice at the 
BGcape of Hugh Roe ; for during hia imprisonment the en- 
tire principuity was plundered by Fitzwilliama' sherifiti 
&nd captains, to whom he aold the appointments. The 
more remote the ahire and the more Irish, the larger the 
sum paid. One Boen, tor example, obtained a captaincy 
for a bribe of two gold chaiua, which he gave to the sordid 
deputy's wife ; and another, named WiLia, got a similar 
preferment for sixty pounds. Theae unacrupulous marandera 



pillaged the countn' and held the heada of familiea in their 

Otill ransomed, some for two hundred, others for three 
red, cowB ; and when the cattle were not forthcoming, 
they tortured their priaonera by frying the aoles of their 
feet in seething butter and brimatone. As for our friars, 
they were obliged to betake themselves, with their muni- 
ments and altar-plate, to the fastnesses of the mountains, to 
avoid Willis and his brigands ; who, a few months before 
Hugh Roe's return, swooped down on Donegal in the dead 
ofliight, tilling thirty of the inhabitonta, and occupying 
the monastery as a garrison. But the day of deliverance 
Was nigb ; for Hugh Roe had hardly been inaugurated at 
£iIinaorenaD, when he marched wiuk hia tros^ clansmen 
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on Donegal, and laid siege to the monastery into which 
Willis and his rabble had driven three hundred head of 
cattle. Sensible of the straits to which he was redaced, 
Willis threatened to fire the buildings ; but the young 
prince, anxious to preserve the sacred edifice, suffered him 
and his people to depart unharmed. The friars returned 
immediately afterwards; and O'Dounell, for such was now 
his name and title, seeing the povei^ of the district — 
swept so bare by the English— offered vb support the com- 
munity and repair the buildings oi|t of his own revenues, if 
we would forego our usage of questing from door to door. 
The proposal, however, was declined ; and the people, their 
scant means notwithstanding, shared their last morsel with 
us. 

For fully nine years after the inauguration of Hugh Koe^ 
the monastery of Donegal enjoyed uninterrupted happiness ; 
for indeed the young prince — or, as he was more generally 
styled, "the son pf prophecy" — ever proved himself our 
special bene 'actor. After joining his forces with O'Neill's, 
these two gi eat princes defeated queen Elizabeth's armies 
on many a hard-fought field— nay, and so routed them, 
that her craftiest deputies and bravest marshals were often 
fain to sue toi truce and peace, no matter how humiliating 
the conditions. Bight heartily did the friars of Donegsu 
pray lor the success of their prince, for the repose of the 
clansoen who fell in his cause ; and oh, how their jubilant 
voices made vault and cloister ring, when forty throats 
pealed out **Te Deum " for the defeat of Norris at Clonti- 
Dret, Bagnal, on the field of the Yellow Ford, and Clifford, 
in the passes of the Curlew mountains I The father of 
Hugh Roe always assisted at those grand solemnities ; for, 
after resigning the name and title of O'Donnell, he lived 
almost constantly among us, preparing himself for the 
better life, and doing penance for his sins, the weightiest of 
which was a cruel raid on the wrecked Spaniards of the 
Armada, whom he slew in Innishowen, at the bidding of 
deputy Fitzwilliams. He died full of years, and we buried 
him, clothed in our habit, in the tomb of the lords his pre- 
decessors. 

And lest it might be thought that the Franciscans were 
uncharitable to the enemies of O'Donnell, I will now state 
a fact which clears them of such an imputation. When 
Morroghy lord Inchiquin, was slain by our prince's troops 
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at tlie ford ot Ballyabaaaoa, * Borro^, the defeated deputy, 
had the body iuterred ia the CtBteroiau church of that 
place. Three months afterwards, onr friars chiimed the 
remains ; and when O'Donnell and two bishops decided 
the controversy in favour of ns, we exhumed the corse, and 
buried it with great solemnity in the cloister of Donegal, 
Inchiqniu was the foeman of our li^e lord, but the 
O'Briens were alwajre buried in Franciscan churches ; and 
was not this Morrogb a scion of the race of the noble lady 
who did eo much for the Fraaciscans when they first settled 
in Tir-Hagh ! 

Tn 1601 our commonity coDSisted of forty friars ; and in 
that same year, so memorable for calamities, the English 
government landed a large force of horse and foot, under 
the command of Docwra. on the shore*) of Lough Foyle. 
Fhia general was instructed to bow dissenaionB among the 
friah, by Betting up chieftain against chieftain, and holding 
out every bribe tJiat might induce officers and men to aban- 
don the standard of their liege lord. The Boheme prospered ; 
and — alas that I should have to record it ! — Nial Garv, our 
prince's brother-in-law, went over to the enemy with a 
thousand of his foUowers. The perfidious wretch stipulated 
that he should have all Tirconnell as a reward for bis trea- 
son, which placed Deny, LiiFord, and many other strong 
places in the hands of the English. O'Donnell was in Tho- 
mond when the news of the revolt reached him, and he 
lost not a moment in hastening homeward to inflict sum- 
mary vengeance on hia faithless kinaman, who combined 
the venom of a serpent with the impetuosity of a lion. 
Having had timely notice that Nial, with the revolted Irish 
and his English aujtiliariea, were marching on Donegal, we 
placed all our sacred furniture in a ship, and removed it to 
a place of safety. I myself was the last to go on board 
that vessel i and as for the rest of the brotherhood Ihey 
fled tothe wooded country, where they awaited the issue 
of the impending contest. On the lOth of August, the 
feaat of t^t, Idurence, martyr, Nial's troops took possession 
of our monastery and of another belonging to the Francis- 
cans of the third order, that lay close to it atMagharab^.t 
Assisted by engineers from an English worship at anchor 
• i.D. IGS?.— AUicooloirinE, en tbe Snie, betmes Bellcek And B&II7- 
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in the bay, the traitor threw up earthworks before the two 
monasteries, strengthened the castle of Donegal, then con- 
siderably dilapidated, and made every preparation for a 
vigorous defence. Meanwhile O'Donnell arrived, pitched 
his camp at Carrig, within two thousand .paces of Donegal, 
and resolved to give Nial and his followers no rest, night 
or day, as long as they remained within the desecrated 
walls. A series of hand-to-hand conflicts, in which Kial's 
people suffered severely, ensued ; and in the course of a 
fortnight many of the revolted Irish, repenting their trea- 
son, deserted in twos and threes to our prince's camp. 
Cooped up in the monasteries, and so vigilantly watched 
by 0*Donnell that they could not come out into the open 
country to lift preys, Nial's people began to mutiny ; when, 
on the night of Michaelmas, the powder stored in the 
monastery of Donegal took fire, whether accidentally or by 
the special interposition of heaven I know not, and ex- 
ploded with a terrific crash, that was heard far out at sea — 
nay, and scared the wild deer in the coverts of Bamesmore. 
Oh, the appalling spectacle ! Hundreds of the besieged were 
blown to atoms ; others, and among the rest NiaFs own 
brother, were crushed to death by masses of the rent 
masonry ; and all that night, while the woodwork of the 
buildings blazed like a red volcano, in whose glare friend 
and foe were distinctly visible to each other, O'Donnell's 
swordsmen pressed the survivors back across their trenches 
into the flames, where upwards of a thousand of them 
perished miserably. Nor should it be forgotten that a ship, 
laden with munitions for the besieged, ran on a rock, and 
went to pieces that very night, just as she was entering the 
bay of Donegal. Next morning Nial proceeded, unobserved 
by 0*Donnell's troops, along the strand to Magharabeg, 
and returned, under cover of the guns of the English war- 
veteel, with the soldiers he had left in that place, deter- 
mined to maintain himself to the last, among the smoulder- 
ing ruins. 

O'Donnell immediately shifted his camp nearer to Done- 
gal, and continued the siege till October ; when, being 
informed that the Spaniard had landed at Kinsale, he 
struck his tents, and marched to their assistance. 

Let me draw a veil over the disasters which befel our 
prince, and console myself bv recording that O'Dunlevy, a 
friar of Donegal, received nis latest sigh, and that the 
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Franciscan monastery of Yalladolid holds his mcrbal re 

mains. 

In the year 1602, Oliver Lambert, the English governo 

of Connaught, seized the entire of our sacred furniture 

which he desecrated, by turning the chalices into drinkin 

cups, and ripping up the brocaded vestments for the vile& 

uses. Thus perished tiiat fair monastery, -with its treasure 

of gold, and silver, and precious books. 

** Ergo tarn doctse nobis periere tabellsB, 
Scripta quibus pariter tot periere bona P 

Some years afterwards, Kory, the brother of O'Donnel] 
who had obtained a considerable portion of the wide dc 
mains of his ancestors, together with the title of earl — all 
how inferior to that with which the prince of Tirconnell use 
to be invested on the sacred rock of Kilmacrenan ! — set abou 
restoring the monastery of Donegal ; but learning that th 
English were plotting against his life, he fled with th 
great O'Neill to Home, where they both died, and wer 
buried in the Franciscan monastery on the Janiculuoc 
Thus were our poor friars left without a protector, and th 
rebuilding of the monastery unfinished. The English, wh 
now possess the whole country, suffer the old friars to pas 
the residue of their years among the mountains and gleni 
because they know that they must all die out very soon 
but they will not allow them to receive any young men 
bers. Such is the actual condition of our community in th 
neighbourhood of that once fair monastery I loved so wel 
and over whose ruins mine aged eyes have wept. 

"But, father," said Purcell, closing the book, **yo 
have not told us how it fared with Nial Garv." 

" May God assoil him !" replied Mooney. " He ws 
treated as he deserved — for the English seized him ; and a 
though Apsley, lieutenant of London tower, reports * tlu 
Nial did the state cw great service as any man of his natiof 
in the late queen^s reign,* nevertheless, he and his so 
Naghtan, whom they took from Oxford college, are sti 
held in chains, without hope of enlargement. Nial share 
the fate of many other traitors — the English used them f( 
their own purposes as long as they required their infamoi 
services ; and when their work was done, flung them to n 
in a dungeon." 

At this moment a lay-brother entered ihe apartmeni 
And told father Mooney that a courier from the court c 
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tile archdukes was waiting to see him on a matter of seri- 
ous moment. ** Let him come in," replied the good friar; 
'* for assuredly the archdukes have unequalled claims to 
our poor attentions." 

** Father," said the courier, as he crossed the threshold, 
'* their highnesses have charged me with a doleful mis8ion. 
I have ridden in hot haste from Brussels, to inform you that 
Bernard O'Neill, sOn of the great earl of Tyrone, and page 
to the infanta, has heen found murdered in his apartment 
this afternoon." 

** Murdered !" exclaimed the two friars. 

•* *Tis too true," continued the courier. ** The fact has 
astounded all Brussels. The court goes into mourning 
this very night, and the obsequies will take place to- 
morrow, in the cathedral of Saint GudiUe, where their 
highnesses expect the presence of your reverend com- 
munity." 

•*But what Judas perpetrated the horrid deedf de- 
manded the aged friar, covering his face with his hands. 
•* Was it some fiend in human shape, like those whom Cecil 
and Mountjoy employed to assassinate his illustrious father 
by dagger or poison ?" 

•*I know not," answered the courier ; **for, as yet, the 
whole affair is shrouded in mystery. The noble youth was 
found strangled in his own lodgings, to which the murderers 
got access in the absence of his tutor and two valets, mere 
striplings, one of whom was Irish and the other French. 
Doubtless it would have been perilous to attempt such an 
atrocity in the palace of the archdukes, and the murderers 
— be they who they may— sought their opportunity in the 
page's private lodgings. His throat bears marks of violent 
compression ; and, after life was extinct, the perpetrators 
of this execrable villany suspended the corse by a cord five 
feet long, to make it appear that he committed suicide. 
Their highnesses' chirurgeon, however, affirms, after a care- 
ful autopsy, that he was cruelly murdered. Who could 
think that he would commit suicide ?" 

**He !" interrupted the provincial. **His noble soul never 
harboured such a base thought. Alas, alas, we knew 
him well ; for his father entrusted him to the care of our 
friars here in Louvain when he was only nine years old. 
Would to God that he had brought him with him to Rome, 
where he would have been farther removed from the sworn 

c 
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enemies of his race and creed ! But heaven's will be done, 
and let us bow to its inscrutable behests. Dear, generous 
youth, what a hapless lot has been thine ! — ^how rapidly hast 
thou followed thy glorious father to the grave 1* Among 
all thy compeers there was none like to thee, for 
comely face, virile gravity, and heroic virtue. Foremost 
in our schools, most distinguished in all science that be- 
came thy lofty lineage, thou wouldst have rivalled thy 
father's deathless deeds, had heaven spared thee to our hopes 
and bleeding country. Ah, how often has this old heart 
thrilled with joy, when T heard the archduchess call thee the 
fairest rose in her garland— and oh, with what ill-suppressed 
emotion have I listened to our archduke— whom may God 
preserve ! — ^telling how, instead of being enervated by four 
years of court liie, thy knowledge of booklore, love of 
learned men, and skill in every cmvalrous exercise, raised 
thee far above all thy young competitors. Woe to the 
impious hand that wrought the heinous deed ! — woe to the 
envious heart that conceived it I Envious ! Alas, doth not 
experience teach that the sordid and grovelling plod their 
way through life unharmed and little noticed, wnile those 
who channel a distinguished course for themselves, either 
by the innate force of their own genius, or the perpetuation 
of ancestral fame, become targets for the poisoned shafts of 
calumny — nay, and often objects of the murderer's implac- 
able hatred? God rest. thee, Bernard, son of Hugh ! and 
since we cannot lay thee in thy father's grave, we will 
crave it as a boon that thy loved remains be given to us, 
and interred in our new church, where, unless my f orecast- 
ings deceive me, many another Irish exile shall await the 
resurrection. Go, kind sir, and tell their highnesses that 
we will hasten to Brussels to-morrow morning, after hav- 
ing chanted mass and requiem for the soul 80 untimeously 
sent to its account." 

** Father," continued the provincial, addressing his col- 
league, after the courier had retired, " let us try to snatch 
a few hours* sleep, if the dolorous tidings we have just 
heard will suffer it to visit us. We will resume our reading 
some other time, and I will unfold certain matters of great 
interest which do not come within the scope of your volume. 
Peace be with you ! — good night 1" 

* Hugh O'Neill died in 1616, Just one year before the mnrder of his 
aon. 
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CHAPTER n. 

0*Nein*8 letter to James I.— Can* earl of Somerset— Camden's Annals— 
Ihe Spanish Armada— Lord deputy Fitzwilliams— Archbishop Loftus 
— Execution of Hugh Gayeloc- Monastery of Adare. 

Two evenings after the obeeqoies of the young page, father 
Mooney and his colleague Purcell were seated in the little 
Ubraiy, talking over the event which had spread consterna- 
tion through aU Brussels, and hazarding various conjectures 
aaent the motives which might have led to the commission 
of such a horrid crime. 

•* For the present," observed the provincial, " the whole 
afiEiur 18 shrouded in darkest mystery^ but I trust that 
Providencej^rill sooner or later overtake the murderer, and 
hold him up to the execration of mankind. For my own 
part^ I am convinced that the atrocity was instigated by 
some of those who bore a deadl}' hatred to the great earl 
of Tyrone, and who at present have an interest in his 
plundered domains.** 

'*But, father," ad^ed Purcell, ''what could the under- 
takers, or planters as they are styled, have to apprehend 
from a mere stripling, like poor ill-fated young Bernard ? 
Surely, king James, the crowned pedant who now reigns, 
never entertained a thought of restoring Tyrone even to a 
portion of his vast estates V* 

'* Strange as it may seem to you," replied the provincial, 
"some of the undertakers did fear that king James would 
reverse the outlawry, and call back Tyrone to Ireland. As 
you may not be aware of the fact, I may as well tell you 
that there was a negotiation afoot for Tyrone's recall from 
Home ; and that James's prime favourite, Somerset, encou- 
raged the noble exile to memorial the king for an act of 
obUvion and indemnity. Tyrone adopted the suggestion ; 
and just three years ago, wrote to the king, stating ' that 
he had given no other cause of just indignation, than leav- 
ing the royal dominions without licence, naving been there- 
unto constrained b^r unjust vexations, and sundry oppres- 
sions of some of his majesty's ministers.'* It is likely 
enough that such an appeal to mercy might not have alto- 
gether failed had Somerset continued in James's favour ; but 
in the following year the murder of sir Thomas Overbury, 

♦ See " Tlight of the Earls," p. 356. 
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in which the minion and his countess were accomplices, 
and for which both would have been sent to the block, had 
they not possessed some awful secret affecting the royal 
character, put an end to all correspondence between the 
king and the earl of Tyrone. The latter died last year ; 
and, although his brother Cormac is now a prisoner in the 
tower of London, it is not unUkely that the good offices of 
our archdukes, Ferdinand and Isabella, would have been 
employed in behalf of him and his lamented nephew. 
Intervention of the sort would not have been slighted ■; and 
it is for this reason I conjecture that the young lad's death 
was compassed by some of those undertakers, as they call 
themselves, who have an interest in his forfeited estates. 
Be that as it may, I pray God to avenge the blood of 
slaughtered innocence." 

** Withal, father," resumed Purcell, "it is difficult to 
imagine that the king's pardon would ever have been 
extended to Tyrone ; for, besides the war of ten years 
which he wagea against the English, the greatest of their 
historians has charged him with an act which lowers him to 
the level of a vulgar hangman. Accident has just thrown 
into my hands a Latin work by one William Camden,* 
entitled * Annals of England and Ireland during the reign 
of Elizabeth;' and I find that this very elegant and erudite 
author represents Tyrone in the most odious colours. Let 
me read the passages, for I have no doubt that you will 
criticise them fairly. Writing of the events of 1689, he 
says : * Hugh Oavehc, so called because he was a long time 
a chained prisoner, the natural son of Shane O'Neill, 
accused Hugh, earl of Tyrone, of holding treasonable 
parleys with certain Spaniards who were thrown on the 
Irish coast in the late wreck of the Armada. The earl 
desiring to escape the charge, ordered that Gaveloc should 
be arreste4 and strangled ; but finding that no one could 
be had to do the office of executioner— so great was the 
respect for the name of O'Neill — he himself it is said, 
adjusted the rope, and put the unfortunate man to death.' 
A little further on, Camden gives ns a portrait of the great 
earL * His body,' says he, * was capable of enduring hard- 
ships, long vigils, and want of food ; and as for his mind, 
it was insatiable, equal to any sort of statecraft, skilled in 

* Fablished in 1615. 



FBAKCISOAJ? MONASTERIES IK IBELANB. 21 

warfare, and profoundly versed in dissembling ; so mnch so, 
that most people regarded him as bom either for the great 
weal or the great woe of his country.' " 

** you have read quite enough to convince me," inter- 
rupted the provincial, •* that Camden, of whom I never 
heard before, is a plagiarist, or, as the adage has it, a beg- 
gar dressed in stolen clothes. Without pretending to a 
very extensive acquaiDtance with classics, I remember the 
same description of Catiline in Sallust ; and it seems to me 
that in this particular instance Camden hath appropriated 
another man's words. Doubtless the description is fair 
enough ; but anent that power of dissembling, which I do 
cot gainsay, I will merely observe, that Tyrone acquired it 
in the school of Burghley and Cecil, who were masters of 
the craft. Then, again, it is said that dissimulation is the 
art of kings, and that he who does not know how to dis- 
semble is not fit to reign. So thought the great emperor 
Charles Y.; and assuredly Hugh, earl of Tyrone, was for a 
time a true sovereign in his own principality. As for the 
v'nsiDuation that he hanged Gaveloc with his own hands, 
*t is absolutely false ; and I suspect that Camden was in- 
debted to sir Nicholas White, master of the rolls in Ireland, 
for the statement he has left on record. Indeed, the said 
White wrote to Burghley, the high treasurer, that Tyrone 
did hang Gaveloc with his own hands, when he could get 
no other to do it — nay, and that he refused a ransom of 
300 horses and 5,000 cows for the unfortunate man's life. 
Tins I had from Tyrone himself. But as you have alluded 
to the unfortunate Armada, I will premise some facts that 
may not have come to your knowledge, as you were in 
Italy when they occurred! At the time when the Spanish 
ships were wrecked on the northern and western coast of 
Ireland, Fitzwilliams, the lord deputy, and Adam Loftus, 
the queen's archbishop of Dublin, distinguished themselves 
in a manner that I think should not pass unnoticed. The 
deputy, who was the most sordid man that ever held that 
high office, lost no opportunity of making a profit of it ; and 
no sooner did he learn that some of the crews of the Spanish 
vessels had been saved in Galway and Inishowen, than 
he marched with a considerable force to the ancient City of 
the Tribes, where he caused the unfortunate sailors to be 
arrested, and closely searched for any valuables they might 
have on their persons. The search, however, was fruitlesSy 
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and so sorely disappointed was the a\ aricious deputy, that 
he ordered two hundred of those wretched men to be exe- 
cuted on the hill where the Augustin friars had their con- 
vent. Pursued by the curses of the people of Galway, who 
were unable to prevent this cruel butchery, Fitzwilliams 
hurried on to Inishowen, where, not satisfied with slaying 
many of the disarmed Spaniards, he carried ofif all the cattle 
of the district, burnt the haggards, and made prisoners of 
sir Owen O'Toole and O'Doherty, although the former had 
entertained him sumptuously in his own house. On arriv- 
ing in Dublin, O'Doherty was set at large, but the aged 
OToole was thrown into the castle dungeon, where he <ued 
after a long imprisonment. 

** It was precisely at this period that Loftua, the queen's 
archbishop of Dublin, made his celebrated reply to Burgh- 
ley, the high treasurer, accounting for what he termed the 
general backwardness in religion, and showing how it 
might be remedied. A few extracts from that remarkaUe 
document, of which a coi)y has fallen into my hands, will 
show you how the archbishop and the deputy strove to 
forward the reformation. * Your lordship, wrote Loftus, 
* hath most wisely considered that the sword alone without 
the loord is not sufficient to bring the people of this realm 
from popery— a thing whereto they are misled over from 
their cradles. But I assure your lordship, that unless they 
be forcedf they will not ever come to hear the word 
preached ; as by experience we observed at the time ap- 
pointed by the lord deputy, for a general assembly of all 
the noblemen and gentlemen of every county, after her 
majesty's good success against the Spaniard, to give God 
thanks for the same : at which time, although the sheriffs 
of every county did their duties with all diligence, and 
warned all men to repair to the principal church, where 
order was taken for public prayers and tnanksgivings unto 
God, together with a sermon to be preached by choice men 
in every diocese, yet very few or none almost resorted 
thereto ; but eyen in Dublin itself Hie lawyers in term time 
took occasion to leave the town on purpose to absent them- 
selves from that godly exercise. It is bootless labour for 
any man to preach in the country out of Dublin, for want of 
hearers ; but in mine opinion tlus may be easily remedied, 
if the ecclesiastical commission be put in force, and if liberty 
be left to myself to imprison and Jine all such as are ob- 
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Btinate in popery — nay, and to send such of them as are Me 
to bear their own expenses to England, for example sake. 
The sooner this coarse of reformation is b^un the better it 
will prosper, and the longer it is deferred the more dan- 
gerous it will be.' " 

** A strange device," remarked father Pnrcell, '* and as- 
suredly a mo^ cruel mode of propagating a creed. Fines and 
imprisonment for what they termed recusancy, were poor 
arguments for the apostolicity of the new religion. Never- 
theless, Loftus's lament over the failure of his mission 
reflects credit on the Irish Catholics, and on the lawyers in 
particular. It is manifest, too, that the Irish did sympa- 
thize with the shipwrecked Spaniards." 

'* Most certainly," resumed the provincial: ''and be it 
recorded to the honour of the women of Gal way, that they 
provided shrouds and cofi&ns for the mariners so inhumanly 
massacred by Fitzwilliams. 0*Rourke, of Breffny, afforded 
protection to many of them — nay, refused to surrender 
them to Bingham, the queen's governor in Connausht ; and 
the MacSwynes, of Tirconnell, treated others of them with 
their wonted hospitality. As for Tyrone, he entertained 
some of their most distioffuished captains at Dungannon, thus 
bringing on himself the dark suspicions of the English, and 
giving Gaveloc a pretext for accusing him of holding a trea- 
soname correspondence with king Philip of Spain. Touching 
the manner of Gaveloc's death, however, and the reasons 
which compelled Tyrone to compass it, Camden is entirely 
mistaken; and to show you how sedulously his enemies 
laboured to blacken the character of the greatest Irishman 
of his age, I will now give you a brief and veritable ac- 
count of the circumstances which preceded and accompanied 
the execution. Hugh Gaveloc returned to Strabane early 
in 1589, after having spent a year and a-half in Scotland, 
where he met some of the survivors of the Armada, whom 
Tyrone had sheltered in Dungannon. Worming himself 
into their confidence, they unbosomed themselves to him, 
and gave a flowing description of the hospitality which 
they had received in the earl's house, at the very moment 
when Fitzwilliams's soldiers were searching for them along 
the coast, from Sligo haven to the headlands of Inishowen. 
What the Spaniards may have said of the earl's devotedness 
to king Philip, I have not been able to learn ; but an inter- 
cepted letter, despatched by Gaveloc to the deputy, left no 
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doubt that he intended to impeach Tyrone of high treason 
before the privy council. In fact, he wrote that he * liad 
great matters to reveal^ which would he more better for her 
majesiijs commonweal than a thoicsand pounds / and con- 
cluded by * craving his honour not to pardon any mmi of 
great estimation^ and specially the man whom the hearer of 
the letter was to name^ as he was forthcoming for matters of 
great importance,^ till he himself, Gaveloc, had repaired to 
Dublin castle. The man to be named by the messenger 
was the earl of Tyrone, who, as soon as the letter fell into 
is hands, resolved to keep close watch on the movements 
of the writer. Presuming that he had thus secured for 
himself the support of the English government, Gaveloc 
committed several murders and robberies on the people in 
and about Dungannon; till Tyrone, no longer able to endure 
such wanton atrocity, had him seized, and tried according 
to the ancient custom in Ulster, where, as yet, there was 
no course of English law, judge, sheriff, or magistrate, imd 
where, from immemorial time, each lord of a sept had un- 
restrained power to deal summarily with evildoers. The 
lord deputy was in Galway at the time of Gaveloc's arrest, 
and the chancellor wrote to Tyrone, entreatinc him not to 
put the sentence in execution till his lordship bad returned 
to Dublin. Out of respect to the chancellor, and yielding " 
to the urgent instances of his brother Cormac, Tyrone gave 
the }irisoner a respite of fourteen days, on the strict under- 
standing that Bryan, Con, and the rest of Gaveloic's 
brothers, should submit themselves to him, and that one 
of the three should always remain pledge for the other two 
by turns, and at his choice, stipulating at the same time, 
that if they failed to perform this within fourteen days, 
then Gaveloc should be hung without further delay. 
Gaveloc, confiding iu his brother Con, agreed to the 
arrangement ; but the latter, setting no value on the 
compact into which he had entered, and caring little 
for the prisoner's fate, violated his solemn oath, and re- 
fused to return to Tyrone, who, at the expiration of the 
fourteenth day, caused Gaveloc to be executed, in presence 
of his brother Cormac, Art O'Hagan, and more than a 
hundred others, whereof part were of the most distinguished 
men in the country. The executioners were Loughlin Mac- 
Murtagh and his brother, who came from the borders of 
Meath and Cavan. Camden, therefore, ventilates a foul 
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calumny, when he insinnates that Tyrone lowered himself 
to the level of a hangman. The termination of this aflkir 
was very curious ; for when the deputy affected to be wroth 
with Tyrone for hanging Gaveloc, he replied, that he hcut 
done no injury to the latter, but that if any injury ujas done, 
him, it was by Con O'Neill , wliofdl from a r&Monable compo- 
sition, inw7u)se default execution followed, Gayeloc's death 
took place in January, 1590 ; and in the March following, 
Tyrone obtained the deputy's licence to proceed to London, 
where, taking up his abode in the house of sir Henry 
Wallop, he remained three weeks restrained from her ma- 
jesty's court and presence, till he convinced the lords of the 
privy council that he had only aoted according to the 
ancient laws of his country, by ridding society of a notable 
murderer, whose father had slain his father and brother, 
and whose many crimes justified him in cutting off so 
vile a miscreant. Elizabeth was finally placated by his 
artful pleading, and Hatton, the far-famed dancing chan- 
cellor, and lord Ormond, offered themselves as securities 
that the earl would be forthcoming in Ireland whenever it 
might suit deputy Fitzwilliams to arraign him for having 
taken the law into his own hands. Tyrone soon afterwards 
returned to Ulster ; but he had not been long there when 
Fitzwilliams summoned him to appear before the privy 
council. Having signified his readiness to obey the man- 
date, he des{)atched his secretary to Dublin, with orders to 
provide a splendid banquet, at which he was to entertain 
the chief est of the English nobility on the night of his 
arrivaL The guests were all assembled when Tyrone 
entered the city after sunset ; but instead of going at once 
to preside at the feast, he rode to the castle, and presented 
himself to the deputy, who received him with great show 
of friendship, and told him to return on the morrow. Ty- 
rone was well aware that Fitzwilliams had received private 
instructions to arrest him ; but as he had no wish to join 
O'Donnell and the other nobles, then prisoners in the castle, 
he remounted his horse, and spurred hard all night, till 
daybreak saw him beyond the northern boundary of the 
Pale. The guests imagined that he had been detained by 
the deputy on matters of state ; but Tyrone was fully satis- 
tied that he had acted as |;>ecame an honourable man, by 
presenting himself when summoned, and thus exonerating 
his bailsmen from all responsibility. These/' continued 
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the provindil, " ue aome of the inddanta whicli I udd did 
not come within the soope of your volutne ; bnt let ai now 
return to our anbject ; and u I forsot to mre 70U m; glaiut- 
ings onent the moiusterf of Adarc^ t^e yoor pen and 
irrite while I dictate." 

"Father," observed Pnrcell, "I was anxious to learn 
aomething concerniog Tyrone's conduct in that extraordi- 
nary marriage widi Mabel Bagnri, aiater of the marshal of 
that name." 

"So^io other time," replied the provincial, "I will 
■atisf J your cariosity on that head ; bnt let as now save 
from oblivion the little that I faare to relate conceimDg our 
monastery of Adare. " 

Father Pnrcell took a pen, and wrote, from hia superior's 
dictation, the following narrative : — 

" Of all onr Munster moDaste^ie(^ there was none more 
beautiful than that of Adare, whose ruins look dowii on the 
silvery Mague. This venerable edifice stands twelve miles 
south-west of Limerick, and within eight of the Shannon, 
where the Mague pours its tributary waters into that 
mighty river. The Franciscans are mainly indebted for 
this monastery to Thomas, seventh earl of Kildare, and 
Joanna, his wife, daughter of James, earl of Desmond, who 
laid its first stone ia 1464, and erected the chnrch and a 
fourth part of the oloister within the same year. £i]dare 
and his countess were munificent bene&ctois to our brother- 
hood ; for, not satisfied with furnishing the church with 
glass windows, they alao bestowed upon it a bell of great 
value, and two silver chalices. Thechurcli was consecrated 
in honour of Michael the Archangel, on the saint's festival, 
in 1466, precisely one year before the decease of James, 
earl of Desmond, who was executed in Droeheda, for 'foster- 
age, alliance, and alterage with the Irish. 

*' The places consecrated as cemeteries outnde tbe 
church, were the cloister, within and withont, and both 
sacristies, together with a field which was destined for 
pnblio sepnlture. South of this a small patch of ground 
was left uncoDsecratod, in order that it might be reserved 
for those who were deprived of Christian burial. The re- 
maining portions of the building were completed by differait 
peraoDS, whose names are insoribed in an ancient register, 
yvbich J saw in the hands of iathei Jsmea^icVe^.tonDerlj 
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room on all Fridays of the year, when it was customary to 
pray for the health of our benefactors' souls. Cornelias 
O'Sullivan erected the belfry, and made an offering of a 
silver chalice burnished with gold. Margaret Fitzgibbon, 
wife of Cornelius O'Dea, built the great chapel ; and 
John, son of the earl of Desmond already mentioned, 
erected a second chapel of minor dimensions, to which 
Marjzaret, wife of Thomas Fitzmanrice, added a third, 
smafi, indeed, but exquisitely beautiful. O'Brien of Ara 
and his wife built the dormitory, while Bory O^ea com- 
pleted a portion of the cloister, and presented a silver 
chalice. Marianus O'Hickey, who subsequentiy took our 
habit and died in Adare, built the refectory; and it 
was he who furnished the northern side of the choir with 
its beautiful panellings and stalls. Donald O'Dea and 
Sabinay his wife, finished another portion of the cloister ; and 
Edmond Thomas, knight of the Glens, and his wife, Honora 
Fitzgibbon, built the infirmary. The latter died May, 
1503. Another lady, wife of Fitzgibbon, added ten feet to 
the length of the chancel, in order that the priests might 
have ampler space about the great altar, and she likewise 
caused a vault to be constructed for herself under the choir. 
0*Sullivan, who erected the belfry, died in 1492; and 
Margaret Fitzgibbon, who built the chapel dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin, deceased January, 1483. Donough, son of 
Bernard O'Brien, who built the dormitory, died on the vigil 
of the feast of St Francis, 1502 ; and our founder, Thomas, 
earl of Kildare, de])arted March 25, 1478. Joanna, his 
wife, died on the feast of St. Antony of Padua, 1486, and 
was interred in the sacred edifice that owed so much to her 
m unificence. Among the other illustrious personages buried 
in our convent of Adare, was Kaymond de Burgh, a friar of 
our order, and bishop of Emly, who died July 29, 1562. 
He is said to have been the last bishop of Emly, for the see 
was united to that of Cashel iii the time of his successor. 

** When I was in Cork I saw a considerable portion of 
the sacred furniture of this convent in possession of father 
Thomas Fitzgerald, who showed me a very beautiful silver- 
gilt ciborium for the most holy sacrament, a silver cross 
used in processions, and six or seven chalices, nearly all of 
which were washed with gold. He also had the register 
of the convent, and various sviita oi &um\)\.\x>wy&'^^!^asiKs^ 
which were seriously injured b^ t\m»' 
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*' During the wars of the great earl of Desmond, onr 
friars were ejected from the couvent of Adare ; and when 
queen Elizabeth bestowed the desecrated edifice on one 
Wallop, a soldier of fortune, he allowed it to go to ruin. 
When I visited it the roof had fallen in, but the walls were 
still standing. Withal it may one day revert to the Fran- 
ciscans for whom it was built ; and even if it should not, 
these few particulars of its history cannot be wholly useless. 
Enough for the present ; so let us postpone the narrative of 
Ty renews marriage with Mabel fiagnal till ifQ have more 
leisure for gossip.'* 



CHAPTER III. 

Tyrone and the Bagnals— His Marriage to Mabel— The Monasteries of 

Drogheda and Dundalk. 

"Now, father," said Purcell, ** I will remind you of your 
promise, and ask you to tell me all you have gleaned of 
Tyrone's marriage with Mabel Bagnal." 

** In good faith, dear brother," interrupted the provincial, 
** 'tis a subject that I would fain eschew, for *quid mona- 
chis cum fxminis ?^ or, in other words, what have we poor 
friars to do with gossip of the sort ? Nevertheless, I will 
keep my word, and tell you all that I remember of an 
event which caused great noise in its day ; for, strange as 
it may seem to you, Tyrone's marriage with Bagnal's 
sister was made a question of state, not only in Dublin 
castle, what time Fitzwilliams was lord deputy, but also 
in the Honor of Greenwich, where Burghley and other 
lords of Elizabeth's privy council treated the mattfer with 
as much gravity as if it perilled the continuation of English 
dominion in Ireland. I myself often spoke to Tyrone on 
the subject, and I need hardly tell you that he complained 
bitterly of the manner in which he was dealt with by sir 
Henry Bagnal, his brother-in-law, nay, and by the lords of 
the privy council, who insinuated that he not only carried 
off Mabel against her will and consent, but married her 
while his lawful wife was still alive. I could not enume- 
rate all the letters that were written on this subject ; but 
r remember well that Tyrone showed me the entire corre- 

8jx)Ddencef including hia.own.aTiawftTOto \.\ift OaaiX^^,^ Vaid. 

against him by FitzwiUiams, ih.elotd\teaa\a«t. wa^oXJasst^^A. 
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the queen's cabinet. Withal, as I said before, Td rather 
eschew the subject altogether, and leave it to some Irish 
seanachie with the p;enius of that good Lope de Vega, who, 
after delighting all Spain with the exquisite beauty of his 
muse, renounced Parnassus for Calvary, and sword and 
shield for the cowl and rosary of a Carmelite in the monas- 
tery of Toledo. 

'*! deem it necessary, however, before entering into a 
detail of the circumstances connected with Tyrone's mar^ 
riage, to inform you that sir Nicholas Baenal, the first of 
that name who figures prominently in our nistory, came to 
Ireland in 1542. This Nicholas was a native of Stafford- 
shire, in England ; and being a hotheaded ^alliard, killed a 
man in a brawl, for which he had to fly his own country, 
and seek refuge in Ireland, where, at the urgent entreaty of 
Con, first earl of Tyrone, he received pardon of Henry 
VIII., and in course of time became an energetic enemy of 
the O'Neills. Having obtained large grants of land in 
Down — the principality of the MacGmnesses—he laid the 
foundation of the modern Newry, and there built a strong 
castle, in which he resided constantly. Early in the reign 
of Elizabeth he was appointed marshal of the queen's 
forces in Ireland, and wnen he died his son sir Henry suc« 
oeeded to all his honours. The latter was a man of consi- 
derable ability at the pen, for he wrote a description of 
Ulster in 1587 ; but if fame does not belie him, he was at 
heart a very craven. Sharing his father's hatred of the 
Irish, and intent on his own aggrandizement, he lost no op- 
portunity of adding to the grants which he inherited ; so 
much so, indeed, that he ultimately became one of the most 
active of the supplaiiting foemen of the O'Neills and their 
subordinate lords. When the MacMahon of Monaghan 
was executed at his own door, by the infamous order of 
deputy Fitzwilliams, sir Henry fiagnal received a consi- 
derable portion of the murdered chieftain's lands ; and there 
can be little doubt that he hoped to oust Tyrone himself, 
and share the partition of his wide domains. He was, in 
sooth, a greedy adventurer, restless, rapacious, unscrupu- 
lous ; in a word, one who deemed it no sin or shame to aid 
in any process by which the rightful occupant might be 
driven from his holding, provided he got share of the spoil. 
This man hated Tyrone with impVaiCai\A!& ^kX^voiQi^S^^ \ ^^^ 
Indeed the earl reciprocated t\iQ BeTitYai<5u>u— Tk!^^<4\fcw^^^ 
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him in public and private as a coward, who shrunk -^-ro^ 
the ordeal of single combat.*' 

"Single combat!" interrupted father Purcell. '* Surely 
Tyrone was not justified in accepting or proposing sach 1*^ 

"Have you not read," replied the provincial, **ho^ 
Wenceslans, the canonized duke of Bohemia, offered tc 
enter the lists and fight his mortal enemy, Badislaus V* 

** Yes," answered father Purcell ; ** but the legend tell, 
how an angel armed Wenceslaus in celestial panoply, tatn 
forbade his adversary to unsheathe the sword. 

"Be that as it may," continued the provincial, ''Bagnal 
refused to encounter Tyrone, when the latter proposed to 
meet him — nay, slunk away like a craven, although the 
earl offered to allow the dastard to come armed from head 
to foot, against him in hose and jerkin, to encourage him 
the rather to accept the challenge. Bagnal was valiant 
enough with the pen, when indicting charges of covert 
treason against Tyrone— a perfect master of fence when 
nothing but the pen was needed to deal an assassin thrust ; 
but when there was 9uestion of cold, glittering steel, his 
heart melted within hmilike wax. In fact, like the pedant 
king James who now reigns, he trembled at sight of a 
drawn sword." 

"And yet," resumed Purcell, "is it not strange that 
this man allowed his sister to marry Tyrone ?" 

" Allowed her !" replied the provincial. " Therein you 
are wrong, for he did nis utmost to prevent their union — 
nay, sou^t to dissolve it when it had been effected. But 
let me tell you all that I know of the wooing and weddings 
Tyrone's wife, the countess Judith, sister of Hugh Roe 
O'Donnell, died early in 1590 ; and some months afterwards 
the earl met, I know not where, but most likely in Newry, 
Mabel, sir Henry's only sister. Fascinated by the beauty 
of the English damsel— for indeed she was a comely creature, 
just entermg her twentieth year — and captivated by the 
winsome grace of her manners, the earl resolved to marry 
her, and, like an honourable man, declared his intentions 
to her brother. Sir Henry, on hearing the proposal, raised 
some fooUsh difficulties about the incivility of the earPs 
country, as though there were no lordly halls in Dungan- 
HOD, sweot-sonn^Dfr harps, tender matrons, white-bosomed 
iiiaidena, blooming ga,rdeu9, and geniaWxeaxta vci «X\.TycQ\ift % 
bui his real objeonon was to part m^ \Jiift ASA'S* v^ ^o^«t:^ <i' 
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one ihonsand ponnds, which he held in trnst. Tyrone ar- 
ranged to settle a jointure on Mabel ; and she, dear creatare, 
had made up her mind to marry him, with or without her 
churlish brothei^s consent. Finding that his sister had set 
her heart upon the earl, sir Henry refused to allow the nuptial 
ceremony to take place till he had receiyedletters from queen 
Etizabew's cabinet sanctioniug the project ; and in the 
meanwhile he caused Mabel to be removed from the castle 
of Newry to Turvey, some eight or nine miles north of 
I>ublin, tiie residence of sir Patrick Barnwell, to whom her 
sister was married. How it fared with the marshal's ap- 
plication to the queen's ministers I never heard ; but 'tis 
quite certain that Mabel's removal to her sister's mansion 
did not realize her brother's intent ; quite otherwise indeed, 
for the earl followed her to Turvey, and employed all his 
persuasive eloquence to obtain lady Barnwell's consent to 
the match ; and I need hardly say that she was little loath 
to see her fair sister mated with one whose ancestry, chi- 
valiy, and wide domains entitled him to the hand and heart 
of the most nobly-born dame in Christendom. Sir Patrick 
Barnwell gave willing ear to his pleading ; and as for Mabel, 
such^was the vehemence of her love, that she then and 
there solemnly trothed herself to Tyrone, who presented 
her with a chain of gold, as a symbol of that union in which 
their hearts were to oe linked for evermore. The ' Irouthal ' 
took place early in July (1591), and towards the close of 
that month the earl, accompanied by a gay retinue of Eng- 
lish gentlemen, went to dine at Turvey, where their host 
made them good entertainment, and where it had been 
previously arranged that Mabel should bide her opportu- 
nity, and leave the mansion with a gentleman who came 
in Tyrone's suite. And in cood faith she was true to her 
word ; for, after dinner, when the guests were betaking 
themselves to various games, she mounted on horseback 
behind the earl's friend, who, followed by two serving-men, 
never drew bridle till they arrived at the house of a Mr. 
Warren, who lived at Drumcondra, within a mile of Dub- 
lin. As soon as the earl ascertained that his *prey' — I 
use his own word — was well forward on her road to the 
jplace aCTeed upon, he, too, mounted his horse, and, accom- 
ipanied by his English friends, spurred hard after his lady- 
love. There was no time to i» \os>\. m ^'OTi\ss!Dew^ \Jw^ 
nnptiala; and the 'earl de&patc^^abT[i<SBai^Xi!^\\A'^^'c^^^ 
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queen's bishop of Meath, who happened to be in Dablin al 
that moment, praying him to hasten without delay to 
Warren's house, where his presence was urgently needed. 
The bishop, for aught 1 know, may have imagined thai 
Tyrone was about to renounce his faith ; but if any sucli 
idea haunted his mind it was soon removed, when, on 
entering the house, he found arrangements made for a 
wedding, and the fair girl in a noble apartment, at- 
tended by a considerable number of English ladies and 
gentlemen. ' My lord,' said the earl, ' I have invited 
you hither to marry myself and this gentlewoman, to 
whom I was betrothed about twenty days ago ; and I an 
desirous that rather you than any other should perfom 
the office between us, that the world may know we arc 
married according to her majesty* a laws J* *What you 
require from me,* replied the bishop, * is a matter of greal 
importance ; and you must first permit me to confer witb 
the gentlewoman herself ;' and with this he took Mabel 
aside, and demanded of her whether she had plighted hei 
troth to the earl. To this she answered that she had done 
so twenty days before, and that she had received from him 
a gold chain, worth a hundred pounds, as a token. Tc 
the question whether she had come away voluntarily 
from Tnrvey, she replied that she had done so of hei 
own free consent ; and finally, when asked whether sht 
was resolved to take the earl to her husband, shf 
answered : * My lord, you see in what case I am, how 1 
came hither with mine own consent, and have already 
promised the earl to be his wife. I beseech you, there 
fore, for my credit's sake, to perfect the marriage betweei 
us ; the sooner the better, for my honour's sake.' Satisfiec 
with the examination, the bishop remarked that it barely 
remained for him to perfect * the knot that themselves hac 
already knytt ;' and he instantly solemnized the mar 
riage according to her majesty's laws. The merry 
makingn on this occasion lasted four or five days, anc 
I need not tell you that such revel was never befon 
witnessed in Drumcondra. At its conclusion, the ear 
hastened back to the north with his young bride, anc 
Mabel was now countess of green Tyrone. 

** But how am I to describe sir Henry Bagnal's condud 
when he was certified of his sister's marriage ? He stormec 
and vapoured like a very madman, accursing himself, thai 
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his faihei's blood and his own, which had been often spilled 
in repressing this rebellious race, should now be mingled 
with fao traitorous a stock and kindred I' And not satisfied 
with this, he vented his rage on Jones, his own country- 
man, for celebrating the marriage. ' The bishop of Meath,' 
said he, ' participated in this villany ; and by such like 
examples in men of his sort, God's word is greatly slandered, 
and many men in this kingdom, who, I think, would otherwise 
willingly embrace the truth, are brought into detestation of 
the jgospel 1' But he made a graver charge against him ; 
for ne asserted, as I have alr^uly tqld you, that Mabel's 
nuptials were solemnized while the earrs wife was still 
alive, and that he, the bishop, was aware of the impediment. 
Burghley, on receiving this intelligence, wrote by the 
queen's orders, commanding Jones to account for his con- 
duct ; and the poor man, frightened out of his wits, replied 
* that he never was cognizant of any such " barr ;" and that 
if he had had an inkling of it, he would not have done what 
he did, not even for the marahaVa yearly revenue.^ Thus 
was the unfortimate bishop involved in a very perplexing 
embroilment ; and what was still more ludicrous, a councu 
of cabinet ministers bent all their energies to discover the 
truth or falsehood of the allegation against Tyrone. As for 
him, he satisfied deputy Fitzwilliams that the accusation 
was grounded on an intimacy which he had formed, in the 
days of his hot youth, with the daughter of sir Brian 
M'Phelim, from whom he was separated by order of the 
Church, long before he married his late wife, the countess 
Judith, daughter of O'Donaell. The sentence invalidating 
the former connexion, on account of a diriment impedi- 
ment, was duly registered by the officials of Armagh cathe- 
dral ; who, when examined by the deputy, produced the 
instrument signed and sealed, and furthermore declared, 
that, by reason of said impediment, the Church never could 
have sanctioned the sacramental union of the parties. Thus 
was the earl cleared of the charge which bir Henry made 
on such loose information — a charge, indeed, which, to use 
Tyrone's words, * was meant to discredit him, and to undo 
his wedded wife.' Bagnal was utterly discomfited in his 
attempt to disgrace his own sister; and Burghley, the 
queen^s favourite minister, pronounced that Tyrone had 
acted honourably in the transaction, when the latter wrote, 
that ' if he had not been thoroughly cleared from the gentle- 
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woman whom the marshal would now throst upon li 
would not for any worldly goods have stained his cr^ 
conscience by taking a second wife.' 1 have now fcc 
all that I know of Tyrone^s marriage with Mabel ^ 
but I should not omit mentioning l£at she became a C 
lie, and hved to witness many a glorious victory wi 
from the soldiers of her own race by her gallant bus 
As for sir Henry, his hatred of Tyrone crew more d 
as years sped onwards ; so much so, that lie never coi 
induced to pay the dowry which he held in trust for "hi 
She died in 1596 ; and two and a-half years afterwan 
widowed lord and brother, at the head of their rasp 
armies, confronted each other on the field of the x 
Ford. Towards the close of that memorable action, ] 
earl of Tyrone — or, to speak more correctly, the 0*1^ 
leading a squadron of horse, pricked forward in the h 
encountering his brother-in-law ; but they were not def 
to meet. In the confusion of the bloody rout, the mi 
was in the act of raising his beaver, when a bullet pi 
his brain ; and thus deprived O'Neill of an opportun 
avenging with his own good sword the injuries and ii 
which long lay rankling in his heart. Happily for ^ 
she did not live to witness that day of fearful retribnt 

** Now let me hear how you have dealt with the n 
randa I gave you of our Drogheda monastery." 

"Would that the details were more copious," n 
father Purcell ; * * but, such as they are, they will perpc 
the memory of that house." And he then read : 

"The Franciscan convent of Drogheda was found 
the Plunkets, barons of Louth, in 1240, and not, as 
have asserted^ by the Darcys of Flatten ; for the progt 
of the latter familv did not come to Ireland till 1323, 
he was appointed lord justice by Edward IL The i 
this venerable edifice, in the northern division of the 
and diocese of Armagh, was extremely beautiful, 
within the walls, and close to the quay where ships n 
and discharge their cargoes. The land belonging U 
convent extended, on the south, from the river's ori 
a street on the declivity of the hill leading to St. Lauj 
street, and from a street on the west, near the quay, 1 
city wall on the east. The ground bestowed on our co 
outside the walls, comprised a spacious garden and or 
east of the city ; and our friars had a private gate ^ 
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gave them access to both places. As for the bnildinss, 
they were very magnificeut ; and nothing could exceed toe 
beauty of the bell- tower, which was of cut stone, lofty, and 
encrusted with marble. The church was very elegant, 
having a choir capable of accommodating two hundred friars. 
In the centre of the choir stood the monument of the 
I^rcys of Flatten, surmounted by a marble bust of John, 
the lord justice, who was one of our special benefactors, 
and whose posterity were all buried within the same pre- 
cincts. The fact of this monument having been one of the 
most conspicuous objects in the church, led many to sup- 

fse that itie Darcys were founders of the convent ; but, as 
have already said, the Plunkets are entitled to that 
honour, although the Darcys frequently repaired the sacred 
edifice, and particularly the eastern window of the church, 
which was set in the city wall. 

"Early in the reign of queen Elizabeth, the Franciscans 
were violently extruded from their venerable convent, 
which was then leased to Gerald Aylmer, of DoUardstown, 
who, in 1612, sold the buildings, together with their appur- 
tenances, to one Moses Hill, a mere adventurer, who came 
to Ireland a beggarman, and enriched himself with the 
launder of many an honest man's homestead. This Hill 
was an implacable persecutor ol the Catholics, and an ever- 
willing instrument in carrying out the detestable policy of 
king James I. Intent upon his own aggrandizement, he 
spared no eflfort to add to his ill-got fortunes ; and no sooner 
did a convent fall into his hands, than he began to remodel 
the entire structure, so as to accommodate it to the require- 
ments of shopkeepers and others, from whom he exacted 
exorbitant rents. Father Baltassar Delahoyde, an aged 
ecclesiastic, and native of Drogheda, who for many years 
was vicar-general of the diocese of Armagh, informed me 
that he was an ocular witness of HilVa sacrilegious van- 
dalism, and endeavours to derive an income from the 
tenants to whom he let the cloisters and infirmary of the 
convent, which stood right upon the river's brink : but, 
strange to relate, the shopkeepers who settled there, in- 
stead of becoming rich, grew poor, and had to give up their 
holdings ; thus bringing on themselves the curse pronounced 
upon ^ those who turn the house of God into a place of 
chafifering and profane traffic. 

** Seeing that this speculation didnot prosper, HiU resolved 
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to pnll down the whole edifiee^ and teS the cot itoim ol 
which it wu biult ; hot, M he ooold not mH an; of the 
townspeople to cany out bi> wiahea, be employed • tmmbcn 
of strangers, dt very biRh w»geg, to do hi« bidding. The; 
commenced at the beJI-tower, wbicb, u I have alrradj 



reiT beautifnl object ; bnt the fl™t stoiiB thst 
t± fell within a few inches of one of the nusou 
which so terrified his fellows, ■ thst they were ■!! aoarad 
away, and refused to continue the work of demolitloD. A 
second attempt to destroy the bell-tower was eqaallynn- 
BuccoBsfal ; but, in the meanwhile. Hill had pulled down the 
infirnuLry and the ^eat-house, with B view, as I have heard, 
of erecting on their site a mansion For sir Arthur Chichei- 
I then lord deputy, in 1614. Chichester 



approved the project, for be liked the locality ; bnt being 
suddenly recalled to EngUnd, and replaced by Jonea, the 
king's archbishop of Dublin, the undertaking was aban- 



doned, and Hill loet mnch money in laying the foundation 
o£ an edifice which was never completed. Thas, by tlM 
loaniFeat interposition of heaven, the bell-tower and eastern 
window of our once splendid convent were saved from 
destruction, while die rest of the sacred edifice was up- 
rootcl from the very foundations. Nor did it fare wdl 
with Hill, the author of all this vandaltc sacrilege ; for, 
when I visited Drogheda, in 1615, hia wife was suffering 
from paralysis, and he himself was abhorred bythe whole 

SO|)uIation. To as Franciscans he was another HeUodorus, 
csecrating our holy places, persecuting the members of 
our broCherhcod. and laying sacrilegious nands on the con- 
secrated uteoHilB of the sanctuary. So perished the ancient 
convent of Drogheda. 

"At present (in 1617), however, notwitliBtanding th« 
despotism of the deputy, OEver St. John, we have in that 
city a conunnnity of fniir friars, who live in a house which 
they rent, and in which they have erected an altar, pulpit^ 
and confessionals. The secular priests have this house in 
cummon witli our friars, and they all labour to preserve the 
faith among the people. As for the Franciscans, they live 
strictly according to their rule, wearing the habit in their 
conventual cburdi, reciting the office in choir, and regret- 
ting heartjly that they are obliged to eichange the garb of 
their holy fouDder for seouiar apparel wjien going Abroad 
into the streets 
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. " A few incidents connected with this little conyent^ 
alas, how unlike the stately monastery founded by the 
Plunkets, on the bank of the historic Boyne I— which 
occurred under my own eyes, deserve to be recorded to 
the honour of our friars, and for the edification of future 
ages. 

" It was in the year 1610 that father Maurice Ultan, 
O'Dunlevy, hired the house for our four friars in Drogheda ; 
and soon afterwards, when it was noised abroad that the 
little community possessed some silver utensils for the 
altar, sir Arthur Chichester, then lord deputy, instructed 
his mjnmidons to watch their opportunity and make a raid 
upon the house, in order to carry off the plate. The priest 
had hardly left the altar, when the ruffians forced their 
way into the chajiel, and made off with the vestments, 
chalice, and everything else that they considered valuable. 
As for the friars, they escaped by secret passages known 
only to themselves; for Chichester's hirelings were too intent 
on plunder to think of arresting them. On another occa- 
sion, father Francis Helan, an aged man, was seized at the 
foot of the altar, and dragged into the streets, where the 
women of Drogheda assailed his captors with a shower of 
stones. The soldiers would willingl}'^ have released their 
prisoner to save themselves ; but the old man, desirous of 
screening the people from Chichester's vengeance, surren- 
dered himself voluntarily ; and being conducted to Dublin, 
was arraigned in his habit before Adam Loftus, the chan- 
cellor. The officer of the escort interposed on behalf of 
father Helan, and generously represented that he had sur- 
rendered voluntarily ; stating, at the same time, that he, 
the officer, had never been in so great peril of his life, as 
from the Drogheda women and their improvised artillery. 
The chancellor and his confreres bughed heartily on hear- 
ing this, but the old priest was flung into prison, where he 
had to dree six weary months. Ludicrous as the occur- 
rence was, it exacerbated the hostility of the authorities 
against the aood i)eople of Drogheda. It would be tedious 
to narrate tke stratagems to which the government had 
recourse for the total destruction of priests, seminarists, 
and friars in Ireland, ever since James I. ascended the 
throne. The seaports were vigilantly watched by ruffians 
hired to arrest those whom they supposed to be priests or 
gtadeotB going a,hroad for education* MAxxc^Oifi^^^s^^^^^^ 
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to oome or go without the scmtiny of those wfefcliett^ 
I myself was present on the quay of Drogheda in 161^ 
when a young priest, a native of Cork, who had just the 
returned from Flanders, was arrested on suspicion ; but 
he was in secular apparel, he contrived to get off, owii^ 
principally to the interference of some bystanders, wl^^ 
said he was a merchant from Cork, of which he was a 
native. I remember, too, when the lodging of Eugene 
Mathews, archbishop of Dublin, was ente]rad oy a posse of 
those vile miscreants in ouest of his grace, who escaped 
through a window, and hia himself on the roof of a neigh* 
bouring house. I was in the metropolis when that event 
occurred ; and seeing the house in which I lodged surround- 
ed bv a vast crowd, I rushed into the street, and being in 
secular apnarel, mingled with the throng, and thus fortu- 
nately eluaed my pursuers. 

"Far more memorable was the case ol John Stuart^ a 
native of Scotland, and lay-brother of our little communify 
in Drogheda. This excellent man was arrested near Dublin, 
and committed to the prison of that city, where he was 
detained for some months. He .was subsequently sent to 
England, and brought before the king, who, as was his 
wont on all such occasions, waxed theological, and began 
to dispute with him about the dogmata of the Church. 
The poor friar was an illiterate man, but yet he was able 
enough to expose the sophistry of the royal logic, which 
was always employed to justify the most absurd paradoxes 
^-one day proving the unlawfulness of smoking tobacco, 
and when tired of that thesis, strenuously maintaining the 
legality of smoking witches to death. When argument 
failed, the king had recourse to bribes, for he was very 
anxious to make a proselyte of a man who bore his own 
name ; but finding that this sort of persuasion was of no 
avail, he ordered nim to be imprisoned in the tower of Lon- 
don, from which he was liberated after a long detention. 
Brother Stuart did good service to our xsoinmunity here in 
Louvain, and returned to Ireland, where his zeal and 
fidelity shall not be forgotten, if these poor pages can serve 
to perpetuate his memory. 

•*1 tind," continued the provincial, "that I have not 
given you my memoranda of the Franciscan house of Dun- 
aalk ; and aa the volume would be im^rfect if it lacked a 
notice of that convent, I wiA. now iian«\A>»tvA \\\^\<^^^GA^\ 
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have gleaned of its vicissitudes. It was founded in the 
thirteenth century, by John de Verdon, and was one of the 
first that was destroyed, when Henry YIII. decreed the 
dissolution of the religions communities. When I visited 
it, in 1616, nothing remained of the church except the 
bell-tower, and even that was sadly dilapidated. The 
entire of the sacred edifice, with its appurtenances, that is 
to say, about three or four acres of meadow-land, was held 
by John Brandon, a most respectable denizen of Dundalk, 
whose grandfather got a lease of the premises in the reign 
of king Henry. The said John waited on me when I was 
examining the ruin— alas, not so much the martyr of time 
as of man's wrath — and told me that he scrupled hold- 
ing possession of the place without the consent of the 
friars. I, therefore, for the security of his conscience, laid 
the whole matter before John Cassel, a native of Dundalk, 
and syndic of the convent, who, by authority from Kome, 
allowed him to retain the dilapidated walls and the foresaid 
acres of land, on the following conditions : First, that he 
would renounce all right to possession whenever the Fran- 
ciscans might claim it from him. Secondly, that he should 
not sell or alienate any portion of the premises, or their ap- 
purtenances, without consent of our brotherhood. Thirdly, 
that he should not suffer any one to do further injury to the 
place, but save it from decay, and pledge himself not to let 
any portion of the land to another. Fourthly, that he 
would give something annually, by way of alms, to our 
friars, out of the rents which he received from the land. 
Brandon agreed to these conditions, and indeed he has been 
faithful to his word. Such conduct deserves to be recorded ; 
and who knows but this poor testimony to true worth may 
one day meet the eyes of some of his posterity I" 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE MONASTERY AT MX7LTIFKRNAN. 

Origin of the Name— Foundation of the Monastery— The T>e1a 
l^e Nugents of Delvin and Donore— The Monastery plunder 
btumtby the English— The Friars imprisoned in the Castle oi 
more— Escape of Father Mooney— Cruelties perpetrated on tl 
Boners— Richard Brady, Bishop of Kilmore— Re-establishment 
Friars in Multifeman— Notice of distinguished Members 
Commimity. 

** It will afford me p;reat pleasure," said father Moo: 
his colleague, ** to give you an ample account of the 
situdea of our once noble convent of Multifeman 
indeed, of all our Irish houses, there is not one, tl 
Donegal excepted, with whose history I am bettc 
quainted. And how could it be otherwise? It y 
Multifeman I made m^ novitiate, and 'twas there I '. 
to have made my religious profession, till ■ " 

"But, fattier,*' interrupted Purcell, **I thought 
conmienced your Monastic life in the convent of Don 

"No, dear friend; 'twas in Donegal I renounce 
world, abandoning sword and matchlock ; and no c 
did I avow my intention of devoting myself to the s 
of God and St. Francis, than our good provincial se: 
to Multifeman, to enter on my novitiate. I was tb 
my twenty-fourth year, strong and active, inured to 
ships and privations, having served some time und( 
banners of O'Neill and CrDonnell, in" their cam| 
against Elizabeth's choicest generals. I, too, had m^i^ 
of martial gloiy ; for I may say, without any idle se 
dation, that I bore myself as it became a true soldi 
many a battlefield, from Clontibret to the Yellow 
where the clans of Tyrone and Tirconnell routed the 
lish army under marshal Bagnal. Reminiscences bv 
these may not beseem a poor disciple of St, Fran( 
let me rather proceed to satisfy your inquiries conci 
the ri^e and fall of the monastery of Multifeman. 

** I need hardly observe that that venerable house, 

alas, a charred and mouldering mass of ruins, stands 

by the river Gain, in the county of Westmeath. 

annals, as well as the traditions of the locality, ds 

erection id the year 1306, when William Delamer, ' 

Aueeetor, H%stoerv, came tolreland.m\»\i€^ d»i>^ oil YL<&\c 
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built the church and cod vent to the honour of God, and 
his chosen patron, St. Francis. As to the meaning of the 
word Multiieman, it may not be amiss to inform you, that 
it signities Fearnan^s MiU; for it appears that an Irish 
fami^ of that name owned the territory, and had a mill 
on the Gain, long before the Delamers— or, as they were 
subsequently styled, in the Irish vernacular, MacHerherta 
— ^possessed a single rood in the county of Westmeath. 
The appellation *• Montis Femandi,^ given to the monastery 
and village, is doubtless a euphonious latinizing of the 
primitive Celtic word, and must have been invented by the 
nnt guardian of the convent, in his corresx>ondence with 
ike general of our order in Italy. 

"The site which Delamer selected for this monastery, was 
admirably suited to the contemplative life of its inmates ; 
for it was in low ground, at a considerable distance from the 
village, away from freauented thoroughfares, and in the 
vicinily of the lake oi Derreghvera, through which the 
sweet Inny flows to join the Shannon. In fact, there is 
only on^ road by which the place can be approached — the 
great highway leading from Mullingar to Longford. The 
monastery itself was very spacious, capable of affording 
accommooation to a large number of friars, having aS 
requisite appurtenances, such as cloisters, refectory, dor- 
mitorv, guest-house, library, and chapter-room. The 
church, which is still surmounted by a graceful belfry, was 
ot exquisite architecture, and amply furnished with all 
requirements for its sacred purposes. The groined ceilings, 
panelled choir, and richly-carved altars, bore ample testi- 
mony to the devotion of the lordly Delamer and his pos- 
terity, who for many centuries were our unfailing bene- 
factors ; and, indeed, I may justly style them such, for not 
satisfied with building the church and convent, they en- 
dowed the latter with many acres of rich land, and em- 
powered our friars to erect mills and weirs on the Gain. 
Thus did the Delamers provide for the wants of the com- 
munity ; and, in return for such bountiful munificence, the 
friars of Multifernan prayed for the souls of their illustrious 
patrons, preserved their tombs from decay, and took special 
care to guard against all accident the beautiful south- 
eastern window of the church, once all ablaze with their 
armorial cognizance. 

*^Ia progreaa of time, liowe\et, \^i<b\aja.^'^\si^'^'^vsb5ss2t 
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won by the sword, lax)8ed to the no less illustrious family 
of the Nugents, barons of Delvin, who, like their predeces- 
sors, proved themselves constant benefactors and patrons 
of the friars of Multifeman. How many instances could I 

e've you of the fostering protection which the Nugsntft 
sstowed on that convent ! At the time when Henry VIII. 
decreed the dissolution of the Irish monasteries — especially 
those in the English Pale — Multifernan, withall its appur- 
tenances, was granted to Edward Field, Patrick Clynch, 
and Philip Penteney, at a fine of eighty pounds, and the 
annual rent of four shillings Irish. Yet, notwitiistanding 
this sacrilegious alienation of our venerable house, the 
friars were not disturbed ; for, owing to the interpK)sition of 
the barons of Delvin, they still contmued to retain posses- 
sion of the church and monastery. In fact, the Nugents 
were so devoted to our order, that they always contrived to 
purchase the monastery and church from the grantees, as 
they were styled ; who cared far more for a round sum of 
money than they did for the dispersion of a poor conmia- 
nity, or the few acres which they cultivated. The fidelity 
of the Nugents to the English government in the reign of 
Elizabeth, enabled them to extend protection to the in- 
mates of Multifeman ; and although the monastery was 
frequently garrisoned by English troops, during the war 
between O'Neill and that queen, it sustained little or no 
injury from such visitors. Seven years before Elizabeth's 
decease, James Nugent of Donore died, seised in fee of the 
manor of Multifeman ; and in the succeeding reign, his 
son Richard purchased the monastery from alderman Jans 
of Dublin, to whom it was granted by James the First. 
This Richard, who died in 1615; and was buried in the 
ancestral tomb in Multifeman, was a great benefactor of 
our order ; for, not satisfied with renairing the church and 
monastery, he bestowed additional grants of land, and 
several costly pieces of altar-plate, on our community. 
His son Andrei, who succeeded him, was a worthy repre- 
sentative of a sire whose memory shall never perish, if my 
poor words can transmit it to posterity. 

''Let me now relate to you what I myself witnessed 

during my novitiate in Multifeman. In October, 1601, a 

Btrong detachment of English soldiers, commanded by 

Francis Shane, was sent from BubAia by Cboxles Bloun^ 

the then deputy, with infttrnetiona to yVWa;ffi^»iaft xasyaa&Vsc^ ^ 
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and fleiae tiie friars. On their march, and within bowsholt 
of the convent, they arrested Richard Brady, bishop of Kil- 
more, a member of our order ; Father John Gray, the 
provincial ; Father James Hayn; and Bernard Moriarty 
dean of Ardagh. On entering the convent, they seized 
father Nehemias Gray, the guardian, together with five or 
six other members of the brotherhood ; it was then dark 
night, and we were returning from the church to our cells, 
when we found ourselves in the hands of the soldiers. In 
the confusion, some of the friars escaped out of the convent, 
and sought refuge in the neighbouriiig woods. As for the 
bishop, Shane sent him and some others under escort to the 
castle of Ballimore on Loughshodie, some twelve miles 
south- west of Mullingar ; wmle I, the guardian, and a few 
other members of the community, were detained prisoners 
in the monastery. Thus were we kept for two days. 
Shane, indeed, hoped to light on some rich treasure in our 
poor house, but he was disappointed ; for, after searching 
the entire edifice, he could find nothing save a goodly store 
of provisions, which was sent to the monastery by the 
nobility and sentry, who were wont to come thither on the 
feast of St. Francis, then nigh at hand. This was an old 
nsage in that place, as there were no inns in the neighbour- 
hood. In the meantime, while the soldiers were making 
merry on the good cheer, never intended for them, I con- 
trived to e£fect the escape of the guardian and some others ; 
and, indeed, I too might have got off, had I so willed it, 
but Us it was within two days of the time appointed for 
making my religious profession, I preferred remaining in 
custody, knowing right well that Shane would send me to 
the castie on Loughshodie, where the provincial was con- 
fined. On the expiration of the second day, Shane ordered 
me and a lay-brotner out of the convent, and setting us on 
horses, sent us prisoners to Ballimore. Alas, I never will 
forget the horrors of that day ; for we had gone hardly a 
mile when Shane came galloping up, and commanding us to 
halt^ directed our attention to a mass of fire and smoke 
clearly visible in the distance, exclaiming at the same time, 
with fiendish malevolence: 'Vile poltroons! see how I 
have burnt your monastery to the ground.' Thus, on the 
3rd of October, 1601, did that inhuman monster give our 
venerable house of Multifeman to th.e fb.\sie!&. 
" With a heavy heart ¥re Yield o\i ova ^i^'^j Ha *^^ «iasS^ 
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of Ballimore ; and as we rode along, Shane, who did noi 
venture to do me personal harm, waxing jocose, began to 
banter me alk)ut the habit I wore. * You,' said he, * have 
been a soldier, and you ought to be ashamed of that papistic 
dress. Cast it oflF; I don't ask you to abjure your popery ; 
but come and take service under our queen, and yon may 
be certain that you will not be forgotten when Blount^ our 

Euissant deputy, has crushed O'Neill and 0*DonnelL The 
road lands of those base traitors shall soon be given to her 
majesty's true lieges ; and, assuredly, fingers like yours 
were better employed with sword or matcmock than fum- 
bling a rosary.* 

** Little did I heed this ribaldry of the profane soldier; 
and weary as was the road to the castle of fiallimore, it 
seemed light and pleasant when I reflected that it led to 
the crowning of my most cherished aspirations. At length 
we reached our journey's end, and I had the happiness of 
finding myself face to face with the bishop of Kilmore, the 
guardian of Multifeman, father Bernard Moriarty, and somo 
other members of our community. They all were astonished 
at seeing me, for they knew that I could have escaped from 
the convent had I wished to do so ; but when I explained 
to them the motives which induced me to remain a prisoner 
in Shane's hands, nothing could exceed the joy which each 
of them evinced. * You know, dear father,' said I to the 
provincial, * that the term of my novitiate expires to-day, 
and that I desire nothing so much on this earth as to be 
enrolled a poor and humble disciple of St. Francis. I^ 
therefore, you deem me worthy of such an honour, permit 
me this instant to make my profession.' 

<< * What 1' said the venerable bishop, from whose aged 
eyes the tears streamed fast and hot, * are you prepared to 
renounce your liberty for the poor habit of our order ? do 
you consent to forego the enjoyments of a secular career 
for a life of penance and mortification ? You told us that 
the man into whose power we have fallen has promised you 
much, provided you would divest yourself of the habit, and 
betake you to your old profession of arms. Ponder, there- 
fore, what you should do, lest, perhaps, you might one day 
repent your precipitancy.' 

** * Most reverend father,' I replied, * nothing can shake 

or alter my firm resolution. I have long yearned for this 

day ; and if it be not pTeaumi^tuowA m ct-oa \);sl<i^^ed 
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as I am to make ihe reflection, I 'would hmnUy sabmit 
that all the calamities which have overtaken ns of late 
should be regarded as so many stumbling-blocks oast bv 
Satan across my path, to divert me from tEe goal for which 
I have been struggling.* 

** * £nough, enough,' replied the bishop ; * your desire 
shall be satisfied ; and may heaven help you on the rugged 
road you have chosen !' 

**I then threw myself on my knees at the provincial's 
feet, and in the dim light of the prison-chamber made my 
profession, and was dulv received into the order of S£ 
Francis. Never, never shall I forget the joy I felt on that 
day ; never while I live shall the recollection of that hour 
fade from my memory. Countless are the splendid functions 
I have witnessed since then here in Lou vain and in Brussels ; 
but I doubt much if any of them all could equal the solemn 
rite of my profession in that castle of Lou^hshodie. 
Realize it to your imagination, dear brother : picture to 
vourself a young man, in the plenitude of his stren^b, 
kneeling at the feet of an aged bishop and his provincial, 
both captives for their lovalty to God and the faith of their 
fathers ; and there, in tne gloom of that dungeon, pro- 
nouncing with unfaltering tongue those irrevocable vows 
which consecrated him the liege servant of God, and 
doomed him to the persecution of ruthless laws. 

** The recollection of that crowning moment of my life 
has made me digress. So let me now relate how it fared 
with myself and fellow-captives soon after my profession. 
'Xoung and vigorous as I was, it was only natural that I 
should think of effecting my escape from the castle of 
Ballimore ; and I accordingly took counsel with father 
Bernard Moriarty, to whom I communicated the various 

f rejects which presented themselves to my mind. He and 
were lodged in the same tower every night ; and* our 
jailors, acting more from caprice than system, occasionally 
secured us with a ponderous iron chain. It occurred to 
me, then, that we should bide our time, and break prison 
some night when our limbs were unshackled ; but on pro- 
posing this idea to my fellow-sufferer, he would not enter- 
tain it. I next bethought me that we might watch our 
opportunity when the soldiers were out exercising ; bolt 
ths gates against them, and hold the castle till such time 
as eithw of the native princes, O'Neill or O'DouaeU^ then 
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in arms, would send troops to our rescue. This expedienii 
seemed to me very feasible ; but, after a careful scrutiny of tb^ 
premises, I discovered that we had not as much gunpowder 
or food as would enable us to maintain ourselves in thtf 
place longer than four days. Then again it occurred tome 
that such a proceeding would necessarily be attended with 
bloodshed ; and as my conscience rebuked me for entertain* 
ing so hazardous a scheme, I resolved to abandon it. At 
length I found a quantity of tow, of which the soldiers 
us€^ to make matches for their arquebuses and the falco- 
nets mounted on the ramparts ; and I immediately set about 
twisting it into a rope, by which I might, whenever a 
favourable moment appeared, let myself down from the 
window of the tower into the ditch of the castle, and thus 
regain my liberty. It was idle to think that father 
Moriarty would adopt my plan, and 1 therefore did not 
impart it to him. At last the long- wished-f or night camt ; 
and commending my soul to God and St. Francis, I fas- 
tened one end of the rope to an iron stanchion of the. win- 
dow, and gradually lowered myself till I was within ten or 
twelve feet of the ditch. At this critical moment the strain 
on the rope caused it to break, and I fell into the ditch, 
receiving in my rapid descent some trifling bruises from 
the projecting wall. Fortunately for me the ditch was full 
of water, which reached above my chest ; and still more 
fortunately the ward on the castle-tower was quite un- 
conscious of what was passing. Nevertheless, I had hardly 
cleared the ditch when I saw the shadowy figures of the 
soldiers running hither and thither in the little camp out- 
side the castle, with blazing torses in their hands, as if 
alarmed by an unexpected onfall. There was no time to 
be lost : so, nerving myself for the worst, I made what 
haste I could ; and, although not very well acquainted with 
the locality, I walked fully ten miles that night, till I 
reached the house of a friend, who gave me shelter and 
cordial welcome. Thus was God pleased to deliver me 
from that stronghold of Ballimore. 

** Almost immediately after my escape, Shane resolved to 

send his remaining prisoners to Dublin castle, for he thought 

that the Irish princes, O'Neill and O'Donnell, would 

attempt their rescue. However, as the bishop was far 

advanced in years, and very feeble, Shane allowed him to 

take up his abode in the kou&e oi Ck 0«>^c»\i<& \i<c\:kVssnsii^ 
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fiving in the ndehbonrhood, who pledged his honour that 
the prelate would present himself to the English authorities 
in Dublin at the close of winter. The bishop was faithful 
to his engaeement ; for he set out for the metropolis about 
the end of March, and on his arrival was thrown into 
prison, where he remained till the summer of 1602, when 
his friends effected his enlargement by paying a heavy fine. 

'* As to the other prisoners, among whom was my friend 
father Bernard Moriarty, they were sent under a strong 
escort to Dublin ; but no sooner had they reached the neigh- 
bourhood of Multifeman, than they were met by Walter 
Nugent, standard-bearer to the baron of Delvin, who com- 
manded a company of thirty soldiers in the queen's pav. 
TMs valiant young officer demanded the release of the 
prisoners; but when that was refused, he and his men at- 
tacked the escort, and eventually succeeded in liberating 
tile friars. Unfortunately, however, two other companies <» 
the queen's troops, on hearing the musket^, came speedily 
to the scene of action, and overpowered Walter Nugent^ 
detachment) six of whom lost their lives in the skixmish. 
The friars were then sent on to the prison of Dublin castle. 
As for my friend Moriarty, he received a eunshot wound, 
which fractured both his thighs ; and after lingering a short 
time in intense agony in a dungeon, where they refused 
him bed, medical attendance, or any other comfort, he 
finally surrendered his pure soul to God, and was buried 
in the cemetery of St. James, outside the city walL Thus 
terminated the career of this venerable priest, who, in my 
opinion, deserves to be styled a maftyr. He was pro* 
foundly versed in civil and canon law, and distin^isned 
himself by his acquirements, when a mere stripling, in 
Spain. He was dean of Ardagh, archdeacon of Clonmac- 
noise ; and when Matthew de Oviedo succeeded to the arch- 
bishopric of Dublin, he appointed my lamented friend his 
vicar-general. 

''Meanwhile the provincial and another priest remained in 
custody, and I need hardly tell you that I spared no effort 
to obtain their enlargement. My exertions were finally 
crowned with success ; for, on representing the matter to 
the princes O'Neill and MacManon, they willingly ex- 
changed two English prisoners of war, then in their hands, 
ioT my two reverend confreres. 

** Elated by this favourable tomia o\!ii s^Ssdrs^ I assembled 
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«as many of onr friars as had survived such a sad Beries of 
calamities, and exhorted them to join me in re-establish- 
ing ourselves in Midtifeman. They one and all adopted 
my views ; and owing to our untiring efforts, we contrived 
to erect, before the festival of the Nativity, 1601, a small 
dwelling-house within the ruins of our burnt monasteiy. In 
the following year, however, father Nehemias Gray, our 
guardian, resolved to repair, as far as he could, the chnrch 
and the monastery ; and he therefore procured a lai;ge quan- 
tity of timber from the barony of Garrycastle, in order to 
roof one of the chapels and a portion of the ancient dwell- 
ing-house. The undertaking prospered beyond onr ezpeo- 
tations ; but scarcely were the partial restorations oom- 
pleted, when a body of English troops, commanded by 
Francis Rochfort, came suddenly upon us, and mercilessly 
burnt down every inch of the work on which we had ex* 
pended so much toil. As for the friars, some saved them- 
selves by flight, and others were carried off to Dublin, 
where they were thrown into prison. The bishop of Kil- 
more was among those whom Rochfort arrested on that 
occasion ; but as he was decrepid, and unable to walk or 
stand, they flung him into a brake of briars, and there 
left him, as they thought, dead. Notwithstanding this 
second demolition of our poor house, the friars returned to 
Multif eman as soon as they were released from prison ; and 
even now, despite unrelenting persecution, we have there 
ar community of eighteen, including lay-brothers, who 
reside in cabins which they raised within our ancient pre- 
cincts. 

**Lest, however, their names or memories should be 
forgotten, I would have you know that, of all our enemies, 
none were more cruel than sir Dudley Loftus, sir Richard 
Grear, Patrick Fox, high sheriff of Westmeath, and sir 
Oliver Lambert, formerly president of Connaught. As for 
Loftus, he came accompanied by the said Grear to Multi- 
fernan, and carried off five of our brethren to Dublin; 
where, after being detained in custody eighteen months^ 
they were ultimately released, on pleaging themselves to 
appear whenever it pleased the authorities to summon 
them. This occurred, as well as I remember, in 1607. In 
1613, Fox came stealthily on our poor friars, and arrested, 
among others, father Bernard Gray, who, after a year's 
eon&nement was suffered to aeek. tQ»lw^<^ ia France, where 
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he died of disease contracted in the dungeon of Dablin 
castle. In the following year, sir Oliver Lambert came 
with a company of soldiers to Multifernan, seized the 
few friars he found there, and committed them prisoners 
to the jail of Mullingar. Nevertheless, as I saia before, 
Multifernan has never lacked a community of Franciscans, 
for whose maintenance we are mainly indebted to the 
illustrious house of Nugent, and the unfailing charity of 
the Catholics residing in the neighbourhood and through- 
out Westmeath. 

''But as these reminiscenses of Multifernan would be 
imperfect without some notice of the most distinguished 
members of our order, whose society and friendship it was 
my happiness to enjoy there, I will now furnish you with 
a few particulars which I think deserve to be recorded. 
Let me, therefore, begin with Richard Brady, bishop of 
Kilmore, whose virtues and sufferings should never be 
forgotten by the future historian of our calamitous times. 

** That illustrious individual sprang from the noble house 
of his name, which for many an age ruled with princely 
sway in Breffny-O'Reilly. At a very early period of his 
life he distinguished himself ab a jurist, for indeed he was 
profoundly versed in the canon and civil law. Family in- 
fluence and talents such as his would, doubtless, have 
raised him to eminence had he chosen a secular career ; 
but» caring little for the fame or fortune which he might 
have won so easily in the senate or in the forum, he re- 
nounced the world, and took our poor habit in the convent 
of Cavan. Uis piety, learning, and prudence, were the 
theme of eveiy tongue ; and although he never left Ireland 
or sought for himself any dignity, the supreme pontiff pro- 
moted him to the bishopric of Ardagh, on the 23rd of 
January, 1576. Resigning that diocese, he was translated 
to the see of Kilmore, and held the office of vice-primate 
after the death of Raymond O'Gallagher, bishop of Derry, 
who was slain by the English in 1601. It may not be 
superfluous to inform you, that during the vacancy of the 
see of Armagh, or the absence of its metropolitan, the office 
of vice-'primAte has, according to inmiemorial custom, de- 
volved on the senior suffragan of the province. Thus, 
O'Gallagher succeeded to that dignity when Edmund 
MacGauran fell in an action fought by M'Guire, prince of 
Fermanagh^ against the troops commaiidAd by Bln^ham^ 



preMiIent of ConnaugM; and when the bishop of Kilmora 
di-parteJ this life, ComElinsO'DsvEDjr. tJiemaj'^tedlikhup 
of Dona and Coonor, lilled the vacant j>1bo& I have 
ieemfd it necessary to lanke these remarkg leat audi a 
vGDerable usage Bhonld ever be forgotten. Now let me 
resume my narratire of our bishop's life. He dwelt oon- 
atnntly ill Miiltifcrnan, and never left it eice[it on tba 
business of hia diocese, when hn always preferred lach 
accommodation as be could find in acme house of our order to 
the comfurts and bospitality which he might have received 
from the Catholio nobility and gentry. DuriDjj his resi- 
dence among UB, he invariably wore the habit, partook of 
aiich fare as our poor refectory afforded, and never dined 
Biiart froi^ the common tible of the friora, except when 
strangers were entertained in tlie guest-house. His entire 
retinue consisted of his confessor, chaplain, and two boys, 
who attended him when saying Moss, I bad frequent 
o[i[)ortunitieB of witnessing the austeiities he practised; and 
can vouch tliat Franciscan never lived who took greater 
delight in obeying the rigid ordinances of oar holy fonnder. 
Even when broken down by old age and infirmities, ha 
could not be induced to wear a coarse linen shirt ; and de- 
spite all remonstrances of our friars, he rejected any little 
luiurieF we could procure for him, graciously thanking 
those who offered them, and saying, at the same time, that 
he had chosen a life of mortificatiou, and would die as he 
had lived. He. as I have already told you, was arrested 
three times by the English authorities, who, on two occa- 
sions, set him at large on payment of a heavy fine ; but on 
the last they tore the habit off hia aged person, and left him 
for dead in a thicket. Towards the close of his dajm he 
reugned the see of Kilmore, and finally departed this life, 
September, 1G07. In compliance with his wishes, we in- 
terred him in the usual burial-place of the friars, that is to 
say, in the cloister, and right under the door leading to the 
church. 

" Another remarkable penonoge who entered our com- 
munity oE Multifeman about the time of the bishop's da 
cease, was Andrew Nugent, a member of the illustrioiv 
house to whom we owe so much. This gentleman was fa 
a long time anxious to take our poor habit ; but as he wa 
married, he could not he received till his wife died. On iu 
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the five or six years he survived, he was an exemplar of 
every virtue that might be expected from a sincere follower 
of St. Francis. Having completed his seventieth year, he 
died in 1614^ and was buried with his brethren. 

•• A few of my old confreres are still living, after having 
passed through the fiery ordeal of persecution. Among 
them is father James Hayn, who, when a very young man, 
was sent by Gregory XIII. with a consecrated banner to 
James Fitzmaurice, when he entered on that campaign in 
which he laid down his life for his religion and country. 
This reverend father, now in his ninetieth year, was among 
those arrested by Shane at the first burning of Multifeman. 
At a subsequent period, when Bochfort mvaded our pre- 
cincts, father Hayn received three severe wounds, and was 
committed to a dark cell in the castle of Dublin. Owing to 
the humanity of a fellow-prisoner, he recovered, and was 
finally set at large. He is now living at Multifeman. 
Fatiier John Gray, whom I mentioned oefore, was again 
arrested in 1608, together with the baron of Delvin, on a 
charge of having aided the flight of the princes O'Keill and 
CDonnell. As soon, however, as the baron cleared himself 
of complicity in that transaction, father Gray was dismissed, 
and suffered to pass the remainder of his days in the neigh- 
bourhood of Multifeman. 

*• Two others are still in prison, namely, father Charles 
Grassan and father Didacus Conry, who were arrested by 
Daniel, the king's archbishop of Tuam, in 1617, when 
questing alms for their brethren of Multifeman. I have 
now detailed to you all that I know of that venerable 
monastery, where persecution raged against us, and where 
our brethren comported themselves with a heroic fidelity 
that should never be forgotten. Let me add that father 
Maurice Ultan is at present guardian of the community." 
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CHAPTER V. 

MONASTXRIES OF IklLCRKA. AND TIMOLEA 

Chnrch and Monastery of Eikrea— Its l)eatitif nl Site ani A 
Tin Tom)> of MacCarthy of Muskerry— The Church ai 
ytonderedin 1M4 -Again in USd^Fatbers HacCartbya 

. — Chordi and Monastery of I'knoleagae— Plundered an< 
EBgUsh Soldiers, who are ent to pieces hy O'SuUivan, Pri 
Lyons, Protestant Bishop^ of Corkr-Di]aq;iklatcs Tinioli 
cute* tbe CatboUes. 

*^'JSovJL of our Munster monasteries," resamed 
csaly ** were more famous than those ef Kilcrea 
league ; and having made a {»Ignmage to both 
ago^ I took good care to collect eveiy particular 
their foundation and f alU Centuries hence, the oc 
detail to you may hdp to throw light on a darli 
peatttoss period of our history; and I would 
tuade myself, should it please God to res 
Banetuartes to their rightful owners, that you f 
not be forgotten when their altars have been 
and matin and vesper song resoraHls as of ol 
chancel, and cloister, now, alas, desecrated 1 
pious." 

** The memorabilia you are giving me," obsei 
Pnroell, ** make a goodly volume ; and who kc 
may yet fall into the hands ot some one who wi] 
account, and make future generations familia 
vicissitudes of our venerable houses." 

** Doubtless," replied the provincial ; *"*and y 
assured that a time will come— be the fate of 
what it may — ^when the historian and antiqi 
thank us for having saved even fragments of ou 
records from oblivion. I would fain persuade b 
the Irish Franciscan monasteries wUl yet rev 
uses for which thev were founded ^ but even tl 
wish never may be gratified, ftnd those vene 
should totter into shapeless ruin, rank weeds ^ 
of their altar^ mournful ivy clothing their mulh( 
corbels, and bell-towers; no tenant in theii 
cloisters, or choirs, save the skulking wolf and t 
in^ owl— even so, you and I shall not have I 
vam ; for the volume we leave iDelQ^n^ \>s^^«\\L t 
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liofis yet to come what those monasteries were in the days 
of their splendour ; what pious munificence founded them ; 
what saints, saces, and warriors lie buried in their vaults ; 
and, alas that I should have lived to witness it, what un- 
paralleled sacrilege desecrated their shrines, and drove 
iheir pious inmates houseless and homeless on the world. 
Yo«i a^d I have reason to be thankful for the hospitality 
we have received in a foreign clime; and, indeed, we would 
be ingrates if we omitted to record that Albert and Isa- 
bella provided shelter for Irish friars, when king James, the 
degenerate son of a truly Catholic mother— true even to the 
death — banned and persecuted them as tiiough they were 
the opprobrium ci mankind. 

** I will now relate to you all that I have learnt concern- 
ing the monasteries of Kilcrea and Timoleague, and let me 
commence with the former. Of all the Irish princes, none 
mled with kinglier sway than did the MacOarthye, lords 
of Muskerry. Their martial prowess was famed in the 
flongs of bards, their lineage was traced to progenitors who 
sailed with Milesius from Spain to Ireland, and their strong 
oastles studded the banks of the Bandon from Knocknana- 
von to Kinsaie. Nor were they less famed for their piety 
and devotedness to our holy founder, St. Francis, as Kil- 
crea, even in its ruins, will testify to future ages. The 
founder of that venerable house was Ck)rmac MacOarthy, 
lord of Muskerry, who erected it, under the invocation of 
St. Brigid, for Franciscans, A.D. 1465. The site selected 
for the monastery was very beautiful, away from the tumult 
of the world, and close to the sweet river Bride. The church 
was admirably constructed of the finest materials, and 
nothing could excel the exquisite workmanship of the nave 
and choir, from which springs a graceful bell-tower of con- 
siderable height. Kich marbles, finely-turned windows, 
and a beautiful arcade forming one side of a chapel, still 
•how that Oormac, lord of Muskerry, was a man gifted 
with a high appreciation of art, and, as I have already said, 
with true devotedness to our order. In the chancel, and 
close to the grand altar, he caused a tomb to be constructed 
for himself, and he was interred there in 1495, having been 
fllain by his own brother and nephews. The same tomb 
contains the mortal remains of many of his race, all of 
whom were distinguished for their martial prowess, but 
none more ao than his boh Ooiisaa^ >R\i!^ Q&\sa^j^ *<^ea 
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Sreservinft, and ruiu thus — 'Hie Jacet Cormae, FUuu 
Vuiijfi, F. Cormae, F. Dermita magni liaeCaHky Domima 
de Mtttyraigt, ae isUut eonvenUu primiu fifodaior. l.n. 
1405.' The Barrets and many other noble ftaaiiea uleoted 
Kilcrea as their borialplace, and their tombs are still there, 
for they spared no effort to preserve the saored ediObe from 
the ravagEH of the Enzlish boopa durias the wars with tha 
Geraldiaea and the Ulster prrnces. The entire of tha 
bnildings, includiug the mouastery, which is of no coiui- 
derable magnitude, is to this day in very good condition, 
and lacks iiutbine but friars, who are not allowed to inhabit 
their ancient abixle, since Dermot MaeCarthy, who basely 
abjured the religion of his glorious progenitors, had a grant 
of Ihe place from sir Arthur Chichester, lord depu^, on 
coudition that he would not suffer the Franciscans to retnni, 
or let his lands to any but Protestants. NeTerthtJen, 
some of our friars live among the people in the neighboor- 
huod, and are supported by the bounty of the Barrett and 
othera, who, as I have already said, are very anxioiu ta 

^ reserve the monastery and its church from dilapidatiiui. 
Vliilst I was at Kilcrea, the particulars I am now aboat to 
give you were related to me by trustworthy jieraona, and I 
am sura that you will think tbem worth recording. 

"In 13S4_the year after O'Moriarty had compaaaed tht 
cviiel murder of the great earl of Desmond —a company of 
Ei]);lish aoldien, marauding through the district, entered 
the monuatery and church of Kilcrea, intent on plunder. 
Those miacreanta, unawed by the sanctity of the place, 
demoliahcd the atatues and paintings, and laid their aacri- 
legLOUS hands aa the sacred utensHs. At that time, the 
cliiirch poaseaaed a beautiful representation of the cruci' 
fixion, — a rare n'orkof art. indeed; for at each extremity of 
the croBB there was a beautiful medolKon of the evaugelists, 
exquisitely wrought in gold and silver. Stimulated by a 
desire to seize the precious metal, the soldiera began to 
quarrel amnng themaelves, and in this brawl they turned 
tbeir swords against each other's breasts, till two of them 
fell mortally wounded, one of them dying that very nishi^ 
and the other the next morning. The gold and auver 
glutted the impiDUB greed of the survivors, and that nobis 
work of art was loat to the convent for ever. 
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'*Tn 1599, vlien the lord deputy Essex marched against 
the remnant of the Geraldines, Kilcrea was agam invaded 
j^y English soldiers, who scared away the friars, and killed 
father Mathew O^Leyn, at the very moment he was en- 
deavoiaring to effect his escape by fording the Bride. He 
was a Inan remarkable for tne holiness of his life, and had 
then entered on his sixty-seventh year. 

'*Nor should I omit mentioning a very remarkable 
member of this convent, whose history deserves special 
notice. The person to whom I allude was Felix MacCarthy, 
who, during the Geraldine war, distinguished himself by 
his charity and hospitality to all, friends as well as foes. 
One day, having an altercation with his brother, Felix 
allowed himself to be carried away by passion, and, in his 
fury; stabbed the mifortuaate youth to death. Over- 
whelmed with remorse, he resolved to renounce the world ; 
and having obtained a dispensation from the irregularity, 
he earnestly begged, and finally received, the habit of oui 
orider, thencefomi devoting himself entirely to the service 
of Grod. He subsequently was ordained priest, and living 
to a great old age, all the nerves of his fingers, those of the 
index and thumb of either hand excepted, became so para- 
lyzed, that he could make no use of them. His brethren of 
Kilcrea, howevfer, and indeed every one else, regarded this 
as a singular manifestation of God's mercy, since ne allowed 
this devout penitent the use of the four fingers which are 
employed at the holy sacrifice of the Mass. 

** Another highly -gifted member of the brotherhood of 
Kilcrea, was father Thaddeus O'Sullivan, whose powers 
as a preacher won him fame in every region of Ireland. 
During the terrible commotions attending the wars of the 
great earl of Desmond, this venerable priest was wont to 
follow the Irish troops into th» woods, where great licen- 
tiousness prevailed ; and, indeed, his eloquent exhortations 
not only kept alive the faith in the souls of those who heard 
him, but prevented many a bloody deed in those disastrous 
times. During one of his charitable missions he fell sick 
and died, and the people who loved him so well would fain 
convey his corse to the monastery of Kilcrea. ^This, how- 
ever, was a dangerous undertaking ; for at that time all 
Munster was garrisoned by the English troops, and the 
people ran risk of death if they ap|)eared abroad in day- 
light. At length some who were thoroughly acquainted 
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vitli the by-roadH rewilred to pUce Uw ninuni ob k itatt, 
and set out after niubtFaJl fur the monutery ; but laiaf 
their way in the (inrkuem, they were about to retrace theu 
Bteim, when one of the ]i&rty Mid, Let ni leave the liona 
to liiiuEielf, and he will certainly cony hii harden to itadB*- 
tinstion.' Adopting this aiiggeilion, they followed tha 
borBB all that night, and next mormiig thejfmiad them* 
■eirea uithin the precincts of ttw monaateiTi where Um 
remaina of father O'Sullivan were ioterredinuie oloiiter at 
the donr of the chapter-room, December, 1097. Thii 
venerable father of our monsBtery of Kilorea had reiy 
many enca]>es from the English during the Mnnrter wan ; 
and if his memory required any further commendation, 
twniild suffice to state, that he was the bneom friend of 
MscCragbe, bishop of Cork, who consulted him on all 
mattera of importance, and was always cnided by hil 
counsels. I have nothing further to add to this brief 
accniint of that venentble momuteiy ; so let n* now talk 
oE Tini I 'league. 

"TbatvilJaKeis situated in the barony of Barryroe, iotho 
county of Cork, and close to a little harbour formerly muoh 
freauented by Spaniards, who carried on a considerablt 
trade with the Irish, taking in exchange for their rich 
wines, bides, tish. wool, liucu cloth, skins of squirrels, and 
other native products. 1 have not ascertained exactly bv 
whom the convent was founded, for some assert that it 
was erected by William Barry, while others maintain, and 
perhaps with good reason, that we are indebted for it to 
the piouB munificence of Daniel MacCarthy, prince <rf 
Carbary. Bo that as it may, there can be litUe donW 
that the actoal convent was built about the year 1320^ 01 
the site of an ancient hnuae once inhabited by St. Uolwn 
fri>m whom the Burrounding district takes its name. 'Dl 
church was, iudeeil, a splendid edifice ; having a spacioi 
choir, aisie, lateral wing, and magnificent l»ll-tower- 
remarkable feature in all our Irish churches— rising to 
height of nigh seventy feet. Tha cloister was very bean 
tul ; square, richly arcoded, and covered with a platfoi 
on which there was a suite of apartments, comprising ch 
ter-room, refectory, and the guardian's ample cbaml 
Along with these the convent had ila dormitory, kite) 
cellars, and other appurtenances, which made it one of 
Loblmi boaeet of our ordec in 'lx(s\aniL In.^ tAunx al 
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ehnrch is the tomb of Donald MacCarthy, who is supposed 
to have been the founder; and there yet remain many 
other monuments of the O'Donovans, O'Heas, and De 
Courceys, lords of Kinsale. One of that noble family, 
Edmund, bishop of Ross, a member of our brotherhood, 
was a great benefactor to the church and convent ; for, 
owing to the munificence of his nephew, James, lord Kin- 
sale, he rebuilt the bell-tower, dormitory, infirmary, and 
library ; and at his death, which occurred in 1618, he be> 
queathcNl to us many valuable legacies of altar-plate and 
books. He, with many of his ancestors, is interred in the 
church of Timoleague. 

" When I visited the place, the entire edifice was still 
standingi though sadly in need of repairs ; for, indeed, it 
had su&red much from the ruthless vandalism of the 
Enelish soldiers, and also from the sacrilegious rapacity of 
Wmiam Lyons, Protestant bishop of Cork, and a certain 
dr. Hammer, an Anglican minister, of whom I will have 
occasion to speak hereafter. 

'* During the late war, a body of English soldiers, consist- 
ing of a hundred infantry and fifty horse, halted before 
Timoleague, and, entering the church, began to smash the 
beautiful stained-glass windows, and destroy the various 
pictures about the altar, notwithstanding the earnest en- 
treaties of the people, who strove to dissuade them. It so 
happened that the carpenter whom our friars employed to 
lo(ML after the repairs of the sacred edifice, was present on 
this occasion, and, seeing the impiety of those creed less 
mercenaries, he addressed himself to our holy founder thus : 
'St. Francis, in whose honour this house was .built, I 
know that thou art all-powerful with God, and canst ob- 
tain from him whatsoever thou askest : now, I solemnly 
swear, that I will never do another day's work in this 
monastery, if thou dost not take speedy vengeance on 
those sacnlegious wretches who have desecratea thy holy 
place.' And, indeed, it would appear that the poor man s 
prayer was soon heard ; for, on the following day, when 
the soldiers had struck their tents, after doing such 
serious damage to the church and monastery, they were 
encountered oy Daniel O'Sullivan, prince of Bear, who, 
with the small force then under his conmiand, fell upon 
them, and cut them to pieces. Of their entire number 
only one escaped. 
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"The Angliciui minister wbom I mentioned, dest 
dormitory in 159S ; for he ome in & email vessel 
league, in order to procure timber.for a, house whic 
buUding near Cork ; and having learned that the fr 
were waioacated with oak, eUborately carved, 1 
aBiioder the rich woodwork, and placed it ab 
vessel. But hia socrileEe was duly avenged ; for 
had hardly put to sea when a gale sprung up, am 
with its freight to the bottom. 

" Lyons, the Protestant bishop, as I have already 
was an nnrelenting enemy to our convent of Tin 
and never spared that beautiful house when he 
building materials. Id 1590. having commenced 
a mill, he and hia retainers made a descent on the 
longing to our friars, which stood on the Arrighidi 
carried off the cut stones and machinery, whicl 
erected in his own neighbourhood. Soon afterwar 
ever, an inundation swept away all his work ; ar 
who witnessed the fact attributed it to the indigi 

" Many and many a heartrending tale could 1 1 
yon of Lyona's implacable hatred to the Catholics, 
poor friars in particular. In I.'i95 he was appi 
commissioner to outroot the Irish jKipulation frc 
homesteads in Munster, and plant English in their 
fields. How any man, and particnlarly one calli 
self a Christian bishop, could unilertake such 
ajipears unintelligible ; but, assuredly, a fitter ins 
could not have been chosen by queen Elltzabeth tl 
remorseless Wrant. Even in his extreme old ^i 
secuted the Catholics with fire and sword ; and it 
tJll he felt the hand of God heavy upon him thai 
sisted, as will appear [rom what I am going to ' 
On the Christmas eve of 1612, word was brought 1 
the people all around Timoteagiie were to assembl 
convent to assist at midnight Mass ; and no soonei 
made aware of this than he resolved to set out. i 
b^ a posse of ruffians who usually accompanied 
disperse the friars and congregation. Htmlly, b 
was he outside Cork when he was seized with a 
illness, which so alarmed his companions that they I 
Lim to return home. Heedless of their remonstn 
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clothing, he moanted aeain, intent on his bloody mission. 
€k>dy however, baffled nim ; lor, a few hoars afterwards, 
the intensity of the pain compelled him to retrace his steps 
to Cork. Ever since then, for he is still living, he has be- 
come somewhat forbearing. Let me not forget to mention, 
that among those who await the resurrection within the 
hallowed precincts of Timoleague, lies Eugene MacEgan, 
bishop- elect of Boss, who, when acting as chaplain to the 
GathQlio troops conmianded by Daniel O'SulUvan, in 1602, 
was mortally wounded by the English, and died on the 
field of battle* He, in sooth, was a man of ^at promise, 
having been educated at Kome, whence he nad just then 
returned. O'Snllivan and the sept of the MacCarthys had 
his remains conveyed to Timoleague, where they buried him 
in the cloister, lust at the north-western angle, and under 
a little cross which they set in the wall to mark the rest- 
ing-plaoe of one who was faithful to his God and country. 
Such are the few memorabilia that I have gathered con- 
cerning Kilcrea and Timoleague, and I trust that they will 
be of use ages after you and I shall have passed away." 



CHAPTER VI. 

7BANCISCAN CONVENTS OF MOYNE, fiOSSERRICK, AND 

KILCONNELL. 

<*The Franciscan monasteries of the west of Ireland, and 
particularly those of Moyne, Rosserrick and Kilconnell,'' 
resumed the provincial, ** deserve to have a chapter 
especially devoted to their history ; for, indeed, they once 
ranked among the most famous houses of our order either 
at home or abroad. I visited each of them in the year 
1606, and lost no opportunitv of collecting on the spot every 
incident relating to their foundation and fall. Let us, 
therefore, save from oblivion a record which, in times to 
come, will be appreciated by the pilgrim and antiquarian 
when they visit tnose hallowed places, now, alas, desecrated 
and wrested from their rightful owners." 

** I have heard," said father Purcell, "that the Francis- 
cans had many establishments in the west of Ireland ; 
but I thought none of them could compare with those of 
Donegal, Multifeman, Timoleague, or Kilcrea ^* 
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churches and moDBsteriea which they erected for lu n 
nowise inferior to those for which we ore indehbed to th« 
piety of the native priacen of the north and boqUl Tha 
Anglo-NoFican nobles of the Pale bnilt many a fair and 
■pacloiiB monutery for FraQciacana ; bnt, asscrodly, theu 
TeneratioQ for our institute could not have been gre»,Ult 
than that which tha De Burgos, O'Kellys, and Joyces ever 
tivinced for oar poor habit and rigid rule. The De Bnrgoa, 
I admit, enterHl Ireland as invaders ; but in time &t!J 
became more Irish than the Irish themselrea ; mingling 
their blood with that of the aboriginal magnates, the 
O'Flaherties, O'Dowda, and other princely families, each 
and all of whom have undeniable claims to our gratitude. 
You have not been in Connaught, and 1 greatly fear that 
my poor deEcription will not enable yon to realize more 
than a faint idea of the magnificent monasteries— magni- 
ficent eveu in their wreck — which the De BurgOB and 
O'Kellys erected aud endowed for us in that province, 
where, till these disastrous times, they lived and reigned 
with all but kingly state. Take your pen, therefore, and 
follow me while I dictate, as well as I can, the bistmy <4 
the moaastery of Moyne, as I have learned it from aiuMllt 
records, and also from the lips of those who witnessed iti 
latest vicissitudes. 

" In the year 1460, Nehemias O'Doaoghoe, the first pro- 
vincial-vicar in Ireland of the Observantine order of St. 
Francis, memorialed MacWilliam Burke to grant him • 
piece of land in Tyrawley, whereon he might erect a motiat- 
tery for a community of the reformed order of FranciBCani. 
MacWilliam gave willing ear to the provincial's prayef, 
and told him he was at liberty to select any site he choose, 
within the borders of his temton'. for the church and con- 
vent he was aboat to build. lodeed, MacWilliam could 
not refuse any request coming from such a man as the pro. 
vincial O.'Danoghoe, for he was famed throughout all Ire- 
land as an eloq^uent preacher, and friar of most exemplary 
life ; BO much so, that his name is recorded with spe<^ 
praise in the Boot of Adore. After examining Tariona 
iocafities within the limits of UacWilliam's prinoipality. 
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a short distance from the ancient episcopal city of Killala ; 
and no sooner had he made the selection, than MacWUliam, 
accompanied by his subordinate chieftains, warriors, bards, 
and brehons, {Nroceeded to lay the first stone of the new church 
and monastexy. No words of mine could adequately describe 
tile beauty of the site which the provincial chose for the build- 
ings ; let it suffice to tell you that it was a sweet verdant 
plain crowning a gentle eminence, at whose foot the silvery 
Moy discharges ite waters into the bay of Elillala, right 
opposite a sandy ridge, called by the natives of the place 
the island of Bertn^h or Bertigia. Within an incredibly 
short time willing hearts and sturdy hands erected tlie 
church and monastery from the foundations ; and, in the 
year 1462, Donatus Connor, bishop of Killala, consecrated 
the new church imder the invocation of St. Francis. The 
exquisite beauty of the architecture of both church and 
monastery, was the theme of every tongue ; and the rich 
display of ornamentation in the tracery of the windows, 
and the coupleted pillars of the cloister, even to this day, 
attest that tne men who executed the work were thoroughly 
skilled in their craft, and enthusiastic cultivators of art in 
its every department. The entire of the edifice, even to 
the very altus, was constructed of oolite, or that stone so 
like marble which is composed of petrified sea-shells ; and 
what is no less remarkable, the mortar used in the building 
was made of burnt shells, which, as the fact proves, is the 
most binding description of cement that can be found. In 
sooth, it was a beautiful and spacious building, that most 
solemn church near the mouth of the Moy ; and oh, how 
this poor old heart throbs when I recall the glorious pro- 
spect which presented itself to my eyes when first I ascended 
the massive square tower, ninety feet high, that springs 
from the gable ends, forming the choir and nave of that hob^ 
edifice ! There was the great Atlantic rolling its crested 
billows against the granitic headlands ; and from the samr 
eminence I could see the time-worn belfry of the ancient 
cathedral of Killala, and that old rounS tower, whose origin 
and use must ever remain shrouded in mystery. Never, 
never shall the impressions of that splendid prospect fade 
from my memory. 

** As soon as the building of the church and monasteiy was 
completed, Mac William caused the entire to be enclosed with 
a strong stone wall, and he &L»o end.o'N^ thA tcl&m with 
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some acres of good pasturage, and empowered the 
erect mills for grinding com, and also sundry pom 
order that they might never want fish. Nor shoofd I 
to mention that there is within the said enclosure a n 
failing spring of wholesome limpid water, which swee 
impetuously to the sea, that the mills could never b< 
when there was com to be ^und. Apart from the 
tiu^esque, surely never was site more happily chosen j 
convent of our order. Ships, heavily laden, dischi 
their cargoes almost under the windows of the infirm 
and, when the tide ebbed, one might walk, dry-8ho< 
the island of Bertragh. In fact there was no comm< 
of life wanting to our friars, as long as they were allowi 
live peaceably in Moyne. Their gardens and orchards 
plied them with vegetables and fruit ; their ponds 
lish ; the beach wiw cmstacea ; the island of Bert 
with succulent rabbits; and, as for wine, did not 
Spanish caravels come freighted with it into the neighl 
ing harbour of Eillala ? It has been asserted — I kno^ 
on what authority — that the church and convent of M 
were founded by the Barrets, before the latter were di 
out by the De Burgos ; and others have affirmed, 
father Nehemias O'Donoghoe merely took possession oi 
place in obedience to a mandate of pope JS'icholas V. 
my opinion, neither of these statements is true ; and 
sustamed in what I have said of the founder, and the 
of the foundation, by various ancient records, which I 
examined carefully^- As for Nehemias O'Donoghoe, 
death is recorded in the Book of Adare as having occt 
in the year 1500. 

*' Like the monastery of Donegal, and other hous 
our institute in Ireland, Moyne possessed a val 
library, for it w *i during a century and a-half the jr, 
cial school, which all the aspirants of our habit were 
to frequent. Hence, in times anterior to the disso 
of the religious houses, the community of Mo}me 
numbered less than fifty friars, including priests, pro 
in the various departments of literature, students, a 
brothers. 

**In the crypts of Moyne are interred many of tl 
families of Tir-eragh and Tirawley, whose gorgeou 
menta I have seen in the church. The O'Dowc 
potent lords of the iskc landa exYieudxii^ ixom i 
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Robe to the Codnagli, at Dromcliff, now moulder in the 
vaults of Moyne, side by side with the De Burgos, the 
Barrets, and the L^notts, whose forefathers came from 
Wales to Tirawley, m the evil days of Dermod MacMur- 
rough. Indeed, so devoted were the 0*Dowds to the order 
of St. Francis, that many and many a chief of that 
martial race renounced the world for the austerities of 
Moyne, and died there in the habit of our order. Thus, in 
1538, Owen O'Dowd, after having been thirty years chief 
of his name, died a mortified brother, in that venerable 
monastery ; and at a later period, another Owen O'Dowd, 
a chieftain far-famed for many a warlike xleed^ and his 
wife, Sabia, daughter of Walter de Burgh, were interred in 
the same ancestral sepulchre. 

" In the thirty-seventh year of the reign of queen 
Elizabeth, one Ecfmond Barret had a grant of the monas- 
tery and all its appurtenances, to hold the same for ever, 
at an annual rent of five shillings per annum ; but when I 
visited the place in 1606, I found tiiat it was in possession 
of an English widow, who let the church and a few cells 
of the monastery to six of our friars. Be it told to the 
honour of the most noble Thomas de Burgh, that he not 
only contributed to the maintenance of the Little commu- 
nity, but also paid annually the sum for which the friars 
rented the place from the widow. The whole neighbour- 
hood was then thickly planted with English and Scotch 
settlers ; and although 1 appeared among them in the habit 
of my order, they gave me a cordial welcome ; and, as far 
as I could learn, they invariably treated the friars with 
marked kindness. This, however, was not from a love of 
onr religion, but from sheer worldly prudence ; for as those 
Scotch and English settlers carried on an extensive trade in 
fish and other commodities with the natires, they knew 
right well that they were only consulting their own inte- 
rests by suffering the friars to live there unmolested, as 
the people of the whole district, for many miles round, 
were in the habit of resorting to the monastery on Sun- 
days and holidays. In a word, to drive away the friars 
would have been to sacrifice the gains on which those 
greedy adventurers were so intent. I found both church 
and monastery in good condition ; for the people, notwith- 
standing all they had to suffer, contributed generously 
towards the repairs of the edifice. 
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** But heartarending, indeed, were the aecoiuiti wludi 
heard from some of the old people, who had witnessed t»l] 
atrocities perpetrated by the English soldiers within t»li 
precincts of the church and monastery, during qiteoa 
Elizabeth's reign, when Edward Fitton was presidentr ai 
Connau^ht. I eive you the story as I heard it. for I think 
that incidents of the sort should be transmitted to pot* 
terity. 

*' In the year 1577, a detachment of Fitton's soldieif 
garrisoned the convent ; and having made prisoners of 
some distinguished individuals, supposed to be disaffected 
to the queen, they threatened one of them with instant 
death if he did not reveal a conspiracy, in which they said 
he was implicated. The accused denied that he was oog- 
nizant of any plot ; and no sooner had he made this declara- 
tion, than the English commander ordered him to be hung. 
At this terrible crisis, the prisoner implored permiBsion for 
one of our friars to hear his confession, and the request 
was granted by the commanding officer, who fancied that 
he would be able to induce the confessor to reveal the 
secrets of the doomed man. In this, however, he was 
disappointed ; and when he found that he could not per- 
suade the priest to violate the sacramental seal, he caused 
him to be put to death within the very precincts of the 
church. I had the account of this flagitious transaction 
from some who were eye-witnesses of it, and who, as they 
had assisted at the execution, came to me begging absola- 
tiou and penance. 

'*0n another occasion, that is to say, in 1578, it was 
notified to the community of Moyne, that a marauding 
party of the English was about to make a raid on the 
monastery ; and on hearing this, the friars resolved to save 
their lives by making out to sea in boats that were moored 
hard by. A venerable lay-brother, however, named Felix 
0*Hara, refused to quit the place, alleging that the EngUsh 
would not harm one so aged as he, and that his presence 
might induce them to respect the holy place. At length 
the soldiers arrived, plundered the churon, and then made 
off with their booty. After some time had elapsed, the 
friars returned to Moyne ; and on entering the dfaaroh, 
found O'Hara dead, and bathed in his blood, on the steps 
of the grand altar, where the sacrilegious English had 
WAntonly murdered him. ^ mwsh. tor the veneraUe 
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monastery of Moyne, which, I trust in God, will one day 
revert to its rightful owners. 

''A few miles south-east of Killala, Bosserrick, another 
of our monasteries, sees itself reflected in the waters of 
the Moy. It was founded early in the fifteenth century, 
by a clueftain of the Joyces, a potent family, of Welsh ex- 
traction, singularly remarkable for their gigantic stature, 
who settlea in West Connaught, in the thirteenth 
century, under the protection of the 0*l*'laherties. Bos- 
serrick occupies the site of a primitive Irish oratory, and 
the place derives its name from Searka, a holy woman, who is 
said to have blessed the Boss, or promontory, that runs out 
into the river. The site, indeed, was happily chosen, and 
the entire edifice is an exquisite specimen of the architect's 
skill. The church and monastery are built of a compact 
blueish stone, and the former is surmounted by the grace- 
ful square bell-tower, so peculiar to all our Ihsh Francis- 
can houses. The view from the summit of that campanile 
is truly enchanting ; and as for the internal requirements 
of sudii an establishment — its cloisters, library, dormitory, 
refectory, and schools— the munificence of the Joyces left 
nothing to be desired." 

••Am I to understand," asked father Purcell, **that 
Bosserrick, like the convent of Moyne, was a school for 
those who aspired to our poor habit?" 

** By no means," replied the provincial ; ** for Bosserrick 
belonged to the third order of St, Francis^ which counted 
well nigh fifty houses in various parts of Ireland. Most of 
them date their erection in the fifteenth century, those espe- 
cially of Killybegs, Kil-0-Donel, and Magherabeg, near our 
great monastery of Donegal, which were founded by the 0* Don- 
nells and their tributary chieftains. The friars of these houses 
lived in community, observed strict discipline, discharged 
pastoral duties, such as attending the sick and dying in the 
immediate neighbourhood, and devoted themselves to edu- 
cating the youth of the circumjacent districts. Such was 
the rule of the Tertiaries of St. Francis ; and, indeed, so 
solicitous were the heads of the great families — the O'Donnells 
and MacSwynes of Fanad, for example — for the education of 
their people, that they took special care to settle large en- 
dowments on the houses of the third order, which, I need 
hardly tell you, were always subject to the couttol of our 
genenJa and provincials. Tlio Teilim'eia, m^'i'i^ ^\\ ^g^^^ 



60 rat RiBK Aim fau. or thx 

service in Ireland ; for the liberality of the native print*^, 
ennbled them to diffuse learning among the poorer olaaac^ 
who were always addicted to booklore. I myself hmre 
net peasant lads educated in those schools, who were as 
fatmliar with Virgil, Horace, Homer, and other olasno 
writers, as thsy were with the genealogies of the Mile- 
sian princes. Tis almost euperSnous to tell yon that 
the good fathers of those venerable houses re^ed their 
scholars in unalterable hatred to the principles of the new 
religion, which, under the pseudonym of Rt/ormation, has 
laid its sacrilegious hands on all that once was onra. Rosft. 
errick, too, shared the hard fate of the other religious houses} 
«ud when I visited it, its roof had fallen in, thus eitpoaing 
Ibe elaborate carvings of the windows, and the fine tracery 
of the couploted cloister, to the pitiless rain and stonn, that 
wilt wreak their rage on both till better times dawn 
for Ireland. Alas, alas, the hope I cherished of seeing the 
advent of such a day, has long since faded from my heart ; 
and I myaelf, like Uie edifices of which we are discoursing, 
have grown to be a very ruin— weak, hoary, and tottering. 
Thisi3digresBion;batI may as well tell you that, ever since 
the September of 160.^ I abandoned all hope of seeing Ire- 
land and our holy order rescued from the misfortunes that 
have fallen heavily on both ; for in that fatal year we lost 
the only one who could, perhaps, have reversed our destiny." 
" And who was he ? demanded father PurcolL 
"Who :" replied the provinciuJ — "who but Hugh Roe 
O'Donnell, who, when all seemed lost in thediasBtor of Kin- 
sale, hastened away to Spain to implore aid for Ireland in 
that hour of her direst need. Alas, that aid never came ; 
and he who went to seek it fouad an untimely grave in our 
monastery at VaUadolid. On him my hopes were based, 

and with him they Le buried " 

"Father," interrupted Purcell, " every one has heard of 
the achievements of that great chieftain ; but I'd siweat 
that you would enable me t« leave in these pages a faiufnl 
description of his personal appearance. It has been tmly 
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from luB fifteenth year, when Perrott*8 hired agent basely 
entrapped him aboard the ship that anchored opposite the 
Carmelite nunnery of Bathmullen. Often and often, dur- 
ing the four years he was prisoner in Dublin castle, have I 
loitered about that fortress, to catch a glimpse of him when 
he and his fellow-captives were allowed to walk out on the 
ramparts to breathe fresh air— nay, after deputy Fitz Wil- 
liams had clutched the bribe of a thousand pounds, given 
him by O'Neill to connive at his brother-in-law's escape, I 
was one of the first to congratulate him as he lay sick and 
firostbitten in the fastness of Glenmalure, tended by doc- 
tors, and guarded by O' Byrne's galloglass." 

* * And md the lora deputy resdly take the bribe V* asked 
father PurcelL 

** There can hardly be a doubt of it," answered the ])ro- 
vincial; ** for FitzwUliams was one of the most sordid men 
that ever filled that high office ; and, like his predecessor 
Perrotj^ he turned the deputyship to good account, never 
scmpline any atrocity that might help him to fill his cof- 
fers. He was, in sooth, a very miser ; land you are aware 
that he went to Oonnaught wnen he heard that some ships 
of the Armada were stranded on the coast, and laid waste 
whole territories of the Irish chiefs, because they could not, 
or would not, give him the Spanish gold, which was said to 
have been found on the persons of me shipwrecked sailors. 
But as to the bribe given for O'Donnell's enlargement, sir 
Robert Gardiner and others charged Fitzwillmms with 
having accepted if 

** And how did he meet the accusation of having con- 
nived at the escape of the prisoners ?" 

"Very clumsily indeed," replied the provincial; "for 
some months after their return to Ulster, he wrote to queen 
Elizabeth that the whole blame was to be thrown on 
Maplesdon, the chief warder of Dublin castle, and the 
jailor under him, whose business it was to see, twice every 
twentp'four hourSy that the prisoner's chains were well 
secni^d ; and he concluded this strange letter by telling 
her majesty that he had dismissed Maplesdon, and com- 
mitted the under-jailor to a dungeon with good store of 
irons. 

* * And you ask me did I know Hugh Rufus 0*Donnell ! I 
was but a stripling when he waa aevLfc^ Vj ^^'^^t^^^ ^^\^.ta.« 
igem ; and little did I then \3ain\L t\iaX. \ ^ wi^^ ^^^ ^^^^ast 
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a friar^s habit in the monastery of Donegal, or in this house 
of Loiivain. Friend, I told yoa before that I was a soldiei 
in my prime, and that I marched under his banner, after ] 
had witnessed his inauguration on the mound of Kihna 
creuan. That, indeed, was a glorious day, when 0*Freel, thf 
erenach, jilaced the wand of sovereignty in his small hand, 
and proclaimed him the O'Donnell. ^new him I O well ] 
did in every ))ha8e of his career : in the hour of his splendic 
victory over Clifford in the passes of the Curlieus ; and wai 
I not at his side when his cavalry chased the remnant oi 
Bagnall's routed forces from the Black water into Armagh* 
But what have I to do with recollections which bring tean 
to these agud eyes — tears that I should reserve for the sim 
of my youth ? Alas, alas, I knew him too in the hour oi 
his reverse; and was one of the last to kiss his hand on the 
beach of Castlehaven, when he was about to embark foi 
Spain. The treachery, the defeat of Kinsale, had uol 
broken his noble spirit ; for he told us that we might soon 
expect to see him again, with a fleet of Spanish ships, in the 
bay of Donegal. But as you think it right that generations 
to come should be acquainted with his person, take youi 
pen, and follow me carefully while I dictate. 

*' In stature he was above the middle height ; his bod^ 
was robust ; his features, symmetry, and entire mien were 
elegant ; his voice, sweet and musicaL In his enterprises 
he was quick and active, ever a lover of justice, and a mosi 
inflexible puniuher of malefactors. Persevering in his im- 
dertakings, faithful to his promises, most patient in hard- 
ships, rigid and severe in maintaining military discipline, 
courageous in presence of difficulties, brave in battle, 
affable and courteous to every one, zealous for the restora* 
tion of the Catholic faith, and a great despiser of the world ; 
so much so, that I have often heard him say, that if it 
pleased God to give a fortuuate issue to the war, he would 
become a friar of St. Francis* order. He never married ; 
his mind was great, but nowise proud : he was very zealoue 
for ecclesiastical discipline and reformation; so much so, that, 
through excess, he sometimes carried himself austerely witli 
certain priests. He had a singular love for our order, and 
in all his actions he was truly sincere. As for his morality, 
it was never questioned— he was fond of the society of spiri- 
tual men, whose aid and couiiael "Vie -was \« wit to aeek. Ou 
jhiff do&thbed he begged St. 'Franc\]^ 'ka^a\>) Sxi '«\siOsi\^^^ 
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bnried, and he begged it with the intention of renouncing 
the world, had it pleased God to restore him to health. 

**Now," Baid the provincial, "you have a true portrait 
of a great man ; not such, indeed, as Van Dyck would give 
on canvas, but in my judgment a great deal better ; for 
who could paint the virtues or the internal emotions ? But 
you have led me into a digression ; and as I have given you 
all the particulars that I was able to collect regarding 
Eosserrick monastery, we will now speak of another far 
more famous — I mean that of KjlcQ.niiblL- . 

"For many a centuryliefore and after the English inva- 
sion, the potent family of 0' Kelly ruled with regal sway 
over the vast territory of Hy-Many, which originally ex- 
tended from Clontuskert, in the county of Roscommon, 
southwards, to the boundary of the county Clare, and from 
Athlone, westwards, to Seelin and A theory, in the county 
of Galway. Well, indeed, do the O'Kellys deserve to be 
styled a great family, for their strong walled castles were 
all but countless, their martial prowess unsurpassed, and 
their piety most exemplary. But, of them all, there was 
none more celebrated for his virtues than William O'Kelly, 
presumptive heir to the lordship of Hy-Many, who, in 
1353, founded the magnificent monastery of Kilconnell for 
conventual Franciscans. It was, indeed, an edifice second 
to none of its class in Ireland, admirably constructed, 
spacious in all its departments, and most eligibly situated 
on thes^eat thoTOughfare leading from Athlone to Galway. 
Xn 1460, however, ffie original building was considerably 
modified and enlarged, when, at the instance of Malachy 
O'Kelly, the convent was reformed, and its inmates 
adopted the strict observance. Malachy O'Kelly died in 
1464, and was buried in the sumptuous sepulchre which 
was erected within the walls of the church by William, the 
original founder, for himself and his posterity. Indeed, I 
have seen in that church numerous monuments erected by 
the chief families of the bordering districts, which, as re- 
gards the marble of which they were wrought, and the ex- 
quisite finish of their elaborate sculpture, might challenge 
comparison with some of the most artistic developments 
of the same character in the cathedral of St. Gudule at 
Brussels. 

**It is not my intention to epeoAs. ol \Jeife "Sx^xvdwiwxs 
who dwelt in Kilconnell before t\i© 6^aa\.xawa ^-k^^ ^^^ *^^ 
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English schism ; and I will therefore content myself with 
leaving on record some facts connected with that venerable 
house, which I learned from tnistworthy witnesses, when I 
visited the place some years ago. On that occasion I found 
the church in good })reservation, owing in great measure to 
a singular circumstance, which I will mention by-and-by. 
It may not be out of place, however, to premise, that the 
church and monastery were built of finely-cut stone, and 
that both were covered with a roof of wood, made to re- 
semble tiles. Within the church are seven altars ; and all 
the internal decorations, whether in stone or wood, are ad- 
mirably wrought. The sacred edifice is surmounted by a 
lofty tower, and, strange to say, its sweet-toned bell is still 
there, notwithstanding the rapacity of the English Protes- 
tants, who seldom spare such things. In a word, I found 
the church in excellent condition ; the stained glass of the 
windows unbroken, the pictures undefaced, and the sculp- 
tured work unmutilated. I was there on more than one 
occasion, and with the six poor friars who still clung to 
the place, sang the office in choir — nay, and preached to 
vast crowds, so vast that the church could not contain them 
all. 

** It would seem that a special providence watched over 
Kilconnell, to save it from the destruction which had fallen 
on nearly all our other houses ; and you will agree with me 
in this, when I tell you that it stood in a most exposed posi- 
tion, and was frequently head-quarters of English regiments 
during the Elizabethan war. Indeed, from time to time it 
was garrisoned by whole companies, who messed and lit 
fires within the very church ; and yet, strange to say, it 
sustained little or no injury from such unbidden guests ! 
A few manifest proofs of that special interposition of heaven 
cannot but interest you, and assuredly uiey deserve to be 
placed on record. 

" You have heard, no doubt, of sirEichard Bingham, the 
governor of Connaught, whose inhuman treatment of the 
native Irish so shocked even queen Elizabeth herself, that 
she was obliged to dismiss him from that high office in 1595, 
and summon him to London to answer the charges of cold- 
blooded murders which were preferred against him by the 
Burkes and others. You are aware that that heartless 
miscreant sailed round TirconneW, axi^ V\>i)tt.\saa^v^'^ cx«^ 
'blundered the defenceless nuna oi t\ie OwroaVAft <i<i\sN«OL\»^'^ 
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ItatlunnUpii, of Testments, clialiceB, and all their other 
valuables. You have heard, too, how he aud his brother 
George, subsequently slain by Ulick Burke, as he deserved, 
swept with fire and sword the island of Tory, demolishing 
its crosses and oratories, which stood there since the days 
of Columb-Kill. Nevertheless, incredible as it may seem, 
this very Bingham behaved kindly to the friars of Kilconnell, 
where he used to keep his head-quarters. In fact, he gave 
strict orders to his officers and men to see that the church 
and the monastery should sustain no injury at their hands — 
nay, he summoned some of the friars to his presence, and 
exhorted them to do all in their power to keep the buildings 
in good repair. 

"In the year 1696, too, during the presidency of sip 
Conyers Clifford, Kilconnell was once more turned into a 
barrack for English soldiers, after they had been signally 
defeated by O'Donnell and O'Neill in various engagements. 
On this latter occasion, the English garrisoned the mo- 
nastery with not less than fifteen companies ; for they came 
to besiege Garlow and Aughrim, two strong castles, situated 
within three or four miles of each other, which belonged to 
O'Kelly, then in alliance with the Irish princes. Now, it 
so happened that one of the English officers then stationed 
there had a horse of which he was very fond, and he deter- 
mined to stable it within the very chancel, hard by the 
steps of St. Francis' altar, where he caused hay and straw 
to be laid for the brute. Heaven, however, it would seem, 
resented this outrage ; for, on the next morning, the valuable 
charger was found stark dead, though sound and strong 
the night before. Even the very companions of this captain 
Rynck, for such was his name, admitted that this was a 
just judgment on his impiety. Nevertheless, the English 
soldiers forced open the tombs of the princes and chieftains 
buried in the church, thinking that they would light on 
concealed treasure ; nor did they desist from these outrages 
till one of them had his legs fractured by the falling of a 
huge mass of stone. 

**It was in the same year (1596) that captain Stryck, a 
Protestant indeed, yet, withal, a man of generous disposi- 
tion, fer I knew him well, influenced no doubt by the facts 
which I have been relating, sent for the friars, and gave 
them hia word of honour taa\i lio ouft "^wjXiiL \i<i ^ow^d to 
molest them — ^nay, he iaaued aVitvcVi ox^'e^c^ 'Oaa^ ^^a \tt>jss:^ 
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should be done to the convent, apd he forbade his soldv 
bo burn the woodwork of the church or of the cloiste 
lie then ,&;ave u}) the sacristy to the friars, and also soi 
cells in tlie dormitory, for their sole use ; and so liberal n 
this officer, that he allowed Mass to be said privately in 1 
sacristy. During the nine months he remained there^ i 
friars continued to live in the monasterv which G 
enabled them to preserve. Meanwhile, all the trees in t 
orchards and gardens were cut down by the soldiers a 
used for fuel ; for although they often went to the nelfl 
Louring woods to fell it, and never returned without losi 
some of their men, yet so fearful were they of injuring t 
church or the woodwork of the convent, that they prefen 
meeting the enemy face to face, and fighting for every sti 
they carried off. 

* ' Now, will you not agree with me in ascribing the po 
servation of this monastery to the especial providence 
God ? What else conld have restrained that bloody -mind 
monster, Binsham, from reducing it to a charred a 
rifted ruin ? What else could have kept Stryck from < 
molisbing it stone by stone? But this account of tl 
venerable house would be imperfect, if it did not bear tea 
mony to the zealous exertions of those friars, who spared 
effort for its preservation. Let us, therefore, hand doi 
their names to posterity ; and should it please God, in soi 
future age, to restore Kilconnell to tne Franciscans, '. 
them never forget to pray for the souls of fathers Solom 
and Hugh MacEgan, and their worthy brother, PM 
Clune. 

**I have nothing more to add to this narrative, exec 
that the monastery of Kilconnell has been granted to o 
Callthorp and other English settlers, and that the en 
ordinance of queen Elizabeth, commanding * houses freig 
with friars ' to be suppressed^ and ' made fit habitations i 
Englishmen,' is now being carried out to the letter, i 
some future occasion I will narrate to you various parti< 
lars relating to some of our other convents in the provii 
of Connaught," 

As Mooney's account of the monasteries of his order n 

written towards the close of 1616, it may interest t 

reader to know how it iared m^^ "KJiVwiTcaaVi %.\» «. Ui 

period. The transfer ailuded lo Va t\ift \ft^\., n?^ xasiA 
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1614 ; and the property belonging to the monastery was 
then described as consistins of ** three acres, on which 
stood a convent^ containing CrDonDellan's chapel, a chapter- 
house, libranr, hall, storehouse, four chambers, twenty- 
eight small chambers, four granaries, three orchards, sixty 
a8h--brees, a mill, a watercourse, and' four acres of arable 
land," all of which were granted by James I. to one Call- 
thorp. The Franciscans, nevertheless, continued to reside 
in the neighbourhood of the convent for nearly a century 
afterwards, and were supported by the O'Kellys, many of 
whom bequeathed legacies to them, with injunction to 
pray for their departed souls. The last of those pious 
donors was, we believe, John O'Kelly, ancestor of count 
O'Kelly, of France, who, dying in 1714, left a legacy to the 
poor friars then dwelling near the ruins of Kilconnell 
abbey, and ordered that his remains should be interred 
in tne ancestral tomb. Many of the leading Catholic 
families of Leinster, transplanted to Connaught by Crom- 
well — the Trimblestones, Betaghs of Moynidty, county of 
Meath, and others— erected monuments for themselves, 
which may still be seen within the ruins ; and it would 
appear that the friars continued to say Mass there occa- 
sionally, till some short time before the battle of Aughrim, 
when they took refuge in a neighbouring bog, now called 
••the Friar's Bog," where they existed as best they could in 
miserable shielings. Dr. O'Donovan, the most learned of 
our topographers and antiquarians, states, in the Ordnance 
Survey of co. Gal way, that the bell of Kilconnell, weighing 
one and a-half cwt., and bearing an inscription, was foimd 
in the same bog some time previous to 1838 ; and he also 
adds, that a person living in that neighbourhood had then 
in his possession a wooden image of St. Francis, that for- 
merly belonged to the monastery. 



CHAPTER VII. 

7RANCIS0iLN MONASTERIES OF GALWAY, ROSSEBILLY, 
KENALEHAN, AND CREEYELEA. 

**Thb Franciscan monastery of Galway," resTimed the 
provincial, ** was founded by William de Burgh, surnamed 
Liaghf the ^y, in the year 1296, outside the city wall, and 
in the fadr httle island csdled aitei \^ie^io\iQ\s^\\rj\--ltueMyn» 
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S. Stephani, The illustrious founder spared no expense to 
render this monastery one of the fin^ in Ireland ; and, 
indeed, the spacious dimensions of its church, the rich 
marble of which it was constructed, and the splendour of 
its altars, are so many irrefragable evidences of the jgiety 
and taste of the noble De Burgh. He lived to see it so- 
lemnly consecrated, and when dying ordered that his 
remains should be laid in the gorceous monument which he 
caused to be built for himself and his posterity, right 
under the shadow of the grand altar. When I visited 
Galway, the tomb of the founder, like those of most of the 
chief families of the neighbourhood, was in good preserva- 
tion, but particularly that of De Burgh, round whose re- 
cumbent effigy I read the following inscription : ' Memoria 
lUmi, Domini Gul. de Bur go. Suae, Nationis principis et 
hujua mo7iasterii fandatoris qui obiit 1324.* The endow- 
ments which De Burgh made to this monastery were very 
numerous, and consisted of water-mills upon the river, and 
the tithes of some acres of arable land near the city ; and, 
that our friars should never lack fish, he ordained that on 
every "Wednesday they should be supplied with one salmon 
out of the great weir, on every Saturday with three out of 
the high weir, and on the same day with one out of the 
haul-net, and with all the eels that might be taken one day 
in each week out of the many eel weirs on the river. 

'* As an instance of the high esteem in which the Fran- 
ciscans of Galway were held by the court of Home, I 
should not omit to tell you that, in 1381, nope Urban VL 
empowered the guardian of that venerable house to ex- 
communicate every one within the borders of Connaught 
who presumed to adopt the party of the anti-pope, Clement 
VII., whose abettors were very numerous in France, 
Naples, and Scotland. That, in sooth, was a disastrous era 
to the Church, when cardinals, kings, and laymen con- 
tested the legitimacy of the election of the two rival 
pontiffs, the one in Avignon and the other in Rome ; but, 
be it recorded to the honour of our Galway brethren, they 
adhered with unalterable fidelity to pope Urban, the right- 
ful successor of Gregory XI., who, at the instance of St. 
Catherine of Siena, re-established the residence of the 
popea in Home, after an interval of seventy years, which 
the people of that city termed \»)[i<d Eovexi dcsG,'a&<^ ^1 ^^ 

Buhvlnniah nsLnHtn^. 
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" I may say, nnliesitatingly, that the Gal way monastery 
liad as many benefactors as any other house of our order in 
Ireland; for, indeed, the inhabitants of that ancient city 
loved our habit, and never tired of contributing to the 
maintenance of our brethren. The largesses of the rich 
and noble helped to keep the buildings in good repair, and 
ihe x>oor man was ever ready with his mite to promote the 
same object. Indeed, the register which records the 
multitudinous bequests and legacies of the townspeople to 
that monastery, is still in the possession of one of our 
brethren in Galway ; and on turning over its pages I found 
ample evidence of the love and veneration which the 
citizens of every grade always cherished for our institute. 
How many instances could I adduce of their almost princely 
mnniiicence! but I must restrict myself to mentioning 
only a few of the many which, I trust, will never be for- 
gotten. Thus, for example, as I learnt from the register, 
Edward Philibyn, a wealthy merchant, rebuilt the dor- 
mitory for our friars in 1492 ; and in . 1538, John French, 
then chief magistrate of the city, erected the beautiful 
chapel on the south side of the monastery, in honour of God 
and St. Francis, and for the good estate of his own soul and 
the souls of his posterity. As for the tombs of the dis- 
tinguished denizens of Galway and its neighbourhood who 
selected our church for their last resting-place, let it suffice 
to say that they are very numerous, and splendid produc- 
tions of the sculptor's chisel. De Burghs, Lynches, Fitz- 
Stephens, and O'Flaherties, moulder there beneath marble 
monuments, exquisitely wrought, rich in heraldry and 
pompons epitaphs, recording many a high achievement on 
the Dattle-field, in the senate, and in the mart. Apart 
from those gorgeous monuments— last efforts of human 
vanity if you wul — there is, in the south side of the choir, 
an humble cenotaph, sacred to the memory of a truly great 
man, whose exten5:ive and profound erudition reflects honour 
on the Franciscan order, of which he was, in sooth, a most 
distinguished ornament ; I sj^eak of Maurice O'Fihiley, or 
Maurice de Portu, whom Julius II. advanced to the archi- 
episcopal see of Tuam, in 1506. From what I have been 
able to learn ot this wonderful scholar, it appears that he was 
a native of Baltimore, in the county of Cork, and took the 
samame *J>e Portu* from the haven on '7Ai\c^v^3aa}t\«wcL^& 
situated. Having completed Ins studies Va^%^\x^,\i'5i\$yt ^\W!>s|j 
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time taught philosophy in that learned city, and earned a 
world-wide reputation by the variety of his writings, some 
of which were not published till after his death. His 
principal works are 'Commentaries on Scotus,' a 'Dictionaiy 
of the Scriptures,' the * Enchiridion Fidei, or a Manoal A 
the Faith,* which he dedicated to the earl of Kildare; 
'The Compendium of Truths,' in Leonine metre, and 
many others which it would be superfluous to enumerate. 
This truly learned man was corrector of the press for that 
far-famed piinter, Benedict Locatelli, and filled the same 
place in the printing establishment of Octavian Schott^ at 
Venice. Having assisted at the early sessions of tlie 
council of Lateran, 1512, and returned to Ireland in the 
following year, he landed at Galway, where he fell sick 
and died in our convent there. Few, indeed, have won 
greater renown in the republic of letters, and well did he 
deserve the epithet bestowed upon him by the learned 
men of his day, who justly styled him * Flos Mundi.' Two 
of his successors in the see of Tuam, Thomas O'Mullaly 
and Christopher Bodkin, await the resurrection in the same 
humble tomb. 

"This venerable monastery, however, was doomed to share 
the fate of most of our other houses in Connaught ; and ac- 
cordingly, in the year 1570, the greater part of its posses- 
sions was wrested from the mars, and granted to the 
corporation of Galway and their successors. As for the 
convent and church, they were both assigned to an indi- 
vidual, who, pretending to have adopted ike doctrines of t/ie 
Anglican religion, in order to accommodate himself to the 
times, contrived withal to do great service to our brother- 
hood when they were banished from their ancient precincts. 
Nothing, indeed, could have been more strange thau the 
conduct of this anonymous grantee ; for he possessed him- 
self of the old conventual register, in which all legacies 
bequeathed to our friars were entered ; and not only did he 
vigorously enforce payment of the amounts, but he ac- 
tually hai^ded them over to the community, then residing 
in a house which they rented in the city, in order that afl 
such pious donations might be expended on the repairs and 
preservation of the ancient edifice. Furthermore, as the 
island on which the monastery stands belonged to him, he 
could not be induced to part witYi ai sviv^e^ ^jctoJa. est vt at 
any price, no matter how tempting*, a2CLdLVaa\fc^Q"l\fe\J«>sv<^ 
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it to others, he built there sundry handsome houses, which 
acconunodate upwards of fifty persons, together with three 
water-mills for grinding com. It was during the construc- 
tion of the latter that the weir which formerly belonged to 
the Franciscans was demolished. From the earliest times, 
too, it was customary for all vessels coming up the river 
wiUi wood and other sorts of fuel, to give a little of it by 
way of alms to our friars ; and, strange as it may seem, this 
anonymous benefactor still insists on the observance of the 
usage, and thus supplies our brotherhood in the city with 
coal and firewood. He also maintains the ancient immu- 
nities of St. Stephen's island ; so much so, that he will not 
allow the mayor to carry his insignia beyond the middle of 
the bridge leading to the island, which, in the olden time, 
marked the limit of municipal jurisdiction in that quarter. 
Two customs which struck me as very peculiar are still 
observed in the city of Galway, and so remarkable are they 
that I think them wprth recording. First, almost every 
one who has anything to leave when dying, bequeaths a 
proportionate sum for the preservation and repairs of the 
monastery ; and secondly, vast numbers of the citizens, of 
every age, sex, and condition, go each evening at sunset 
to that venerable old church to pray to God, who, I doubt 
not, will one day reward their most edifying piety. 1 have 
already told you that, at the time of my visit to Galway, 
the monastery and church were in excellent preservation ; 
but I should not forget to mention, that, in 160.3, James the 
First of England granted both to sir George Carew and his 
heirs for ever. Thenceforth our venerable church was 
tamed into a profane courthouse, where judges appointed by 
Chichester, the lord deputy, held assizes for the town and 
county. Alas, it was heartrending to witness such dese- 
cration ; and the tears fell fast and hot from my eyes when, 
on entering the holy edifice, I found it crowded with liti- 
gants, the pulpit turned into a witness-box, the choir and 
chanceladapted to accommodate amultitude of noisy lawyers, 
and worst of all, the grand altar transformed into a bench 
for a bloated judge, who was entirely ignorant of the lan- 
guage and customs of the people. Witnessing the sad 
spectacle, I was forcibly reminded of that passage in the 
Psalms : * Then shall they lay calves upon thine aJtarJ* I 
have nothing further to add to this meagre account of our 
once spleudid monaatCTj of Galway, excfe\i\» ^^\» \ '^^s^^isX* 
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able to ascerUin what became of its altar-plate and ridi 
vestments, all of whicb had fallen into the hands of ooi 
implacable enemies. A few Franciscans still continue to 
live in tiie house which father Maurice Ultan hired foi 
them in the city, and their zeal is of greatest benefit to the 
townspeople as well as to those of the suburbs. 

"Anotner house," continued the provincial, ''where I 
spent some days during my visit to Connaught, pleased 
me almost as much as did that of Moyne. I now speak 
of ^e beautiful and spacious church and monastei^ oi 
Bosserilly — or, as it is called by the Irish, Kos-Inal— 
which is situated in the diocese of Tuam, and within eight 
or nine miles of that ancient city. Who its founder was 1 
have not been able to ascertain, but there can be no doubt 
that it was erected for Franciscans, in the year 1351. Nevei 
was a more solitary spot chosen for the habitation of a 
religious community than that on which Rosserilly stands ; 
for it is surrounded by marshes and bogs, and the stUlnesi 
that reigns there is seldom broken save by the tolling oi 
the cliurch-bell, or the whirr of the countless flocks of plovei 
and other wild birds that frequent the fens which abound 
in that desolate region. Another remarkable feature ol 
the locality is that the monastery can only be approached 
by a causeway paved with large stones, over an extent oi 
fully two hundred paces, and terminating at the enclosure 
which was built, in 1572, by father Ferrall MacEgan, a native 
of Connaught, and then provincial of the Irish Franciscans. 
He was, in sooth, a distinguished man in his day, far-famed 
for eloquence and learning, and singularly fond of Ro» 
serilly, which he used to compare to the Thebaid, whithei 
the early Christians fled for prayer and contemplation. H( 
died in our house of Kilconnell, where he made his religiou2 
profession, and there he awaits the resurrection — peace tc 
his memory ! 

'* As for the church of Kosserilly, it is indeed a beautiful 
edifice. ;and the same may be said of the monastery, which, 
although often garrisoned by English troops during the lat( 
war, is still in excellent preservation. Cloister, refectory, 
dormitory, chapter-house, library, and lofty bell-tower, 
have all survived the disasters of that calamitous period 
but, in the twenty-sixth year of the reign of Elizabeth, the 
friars were forcibly expelled irom\.\ietcw\oved retreat, and 
tDonaatery and church, were, \>y * xo^sX ot^^aaawj^^ \g::^ss^ 
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to an "FViglighmftii, who laid sacrilegious hands on onr vest* 
ments, utar-plate, hooks, and muniments, leaving us 
nothing hut hare walls and the rifled tomhs of our hene> 
factors. 

" It was not long, however, till the friars returned to 
Kosserilly ; for that good and great man, the earl of Clan- 
rioarde, took pity on them, and having purchased the 
grantee's interest in the monastery, restored them to their 
venerable abode. Thenceforth the community of Koeserilly 
consisted of six priests and two lay •brothers, who laboured 
indefatigably for the repairs of the sacred edifice, till 
Daniel, the Protestant archbishop of Tuam, at the instance 
of sir Arthur Chichester, then lord deputy, drove them 
out once more, and caused the altars to be demolished. 
In justice, however, to this pseudo-bishop, who was deeplv 
•learned in the Irish language, I must say that, although 
auU^orized to arrest the friars, he did not do so, but rather 
sent them word privately that he was coming, in order 
that they might have time to save themselves by flight. 
In fact, he acted against his own will, and in obedience to 
the lord deputy's commaDds." 

"How strange," interrupted father Furcell, ''that the 
earl of Clanricarde should take such interest in the safety 
and well-being of our poor friars !" 

** Indeed," replied tne provincial, ''it was only natural 
that he should do so, for his mother was a true benefactress 
to our order, as you will see by what I am going to tell 
you. In the diocese of Clonfert, and on the declivity of 
Slieve-Aughty, in a place almost as solitary as BosserUly, 
we had a small but handsome monastery and church, called 
Kenalfihan, fovnded by the De Burghs, some time in the 
fourteenth century. It was, indeed, a fair building as 
friar could wish to see ; and the few acres of land with 
which it was endowed, yielded all that was necessary for 
the maintenance of a small communit}\ Its gardens and 
orchards were the best in the whole district, and, as I said 
before, its situation — far away from public thoroughfares, 
and in the immediate territory of the earls of Clanricarde 
— protected it for a considerable time from the inroads and 
devastations of the English soldiery. In the late war, 
however, both monastery and church were burnt to the 
ground by sir Hichard Bingham *, bwt tha moment intelli- 
genoe o£ the cataatrophe readied t\ie eax% qI ^i»si^ TfiL^^*^ \i^^^ 
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lady, the actual earVs mother, she ordered that the ohansh 
should be re-roofed, and a wiuff of the monastery made 
habitable for the community. Kay more, the present eail 
and ilichard de Burgh, sumamed the red, rebuilt the 
dormitory and other appurtenances of the place, and pur- 
chased the entire from the crown, rather than allow it to 
fall into the hands of the Protestaftts. How truly doth 
holy writ say that a good tree beareth good fruit !" 

" And yet," remarked father Purcell, " the present 
earl, whom you have so much lauded, was dubbed Jaickard 
of Kituale, for the services he rendered the English when 
they besieged the Spaniards in that town." 

**'Tis, alas, too true!" replied the provincial: "and, 
indeed, the Anglo-Irish nobles always sided with our 
enemies— nay, and induced multitudes of the Irish them- 
selves to swell the ranks of our oppressors. Withal, it 
would be unjust to deny the De !Burghs that gratitude 
which our order owes them ; for thev were always among the 
best and most distingui^ed of its benefactors. But let me 
resume, and conclude what remains to be said of Kosserilly. 
In 1604, the munificence of Richard of Kinsale enabled 
the community to repair the monastery and church, which, 
as I have already told you, was considerably dilapidated 
durinff the late war ; and in that same year our friars 
buriea within its precincts one of the noblest and bravest 
heroes of whom his country could boast, namely, Bryan 
Oge O'Rourke, son of Bryan-na-Mnrtha, of whose glorious 
death you, doubtless, have heard." 

**Methinks," replied father P-urcell, "that he was ex- 
ecuted in London ; but I confess that I am not acquainted 
with the circumstances which brought him to the scaf- 
fold." 

"Listen, then,*' continued the provincial ; "for it will 
not take long to narrate them, and, indeed, they deserve 
to be recorded. When some of the ships of the ill-fated 
Armada went to pieces on the coast of Sligo, Bryan-na- 
Murtha O'Bourke, pitying the Spaniards who appealed to 
him for protection, not only sent them immediate aid, but 
invited them and their chief officer, Antonio de Leva, to 
his castle of Dromahere, where they were entertained wit) 
anibouDded hospitality. O'Kourke^s conduct, howevei 
provoked the vengeance oi t\ie c^yxeen., ^\io Ckxdered he 
deputy, Fitzwilliams. ai^d ait Bic^vaxdi^Ssx^wNB^ \ft ^^^^ 
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vritli fire and sword the principality of Breflfny. As for 
the chieftain himself, he was obliged, after some ineffectual 
resistance, to fly to Scotland, where he was arrested by 
order of James VL, now king of England, who perfidiously 
sent him in chains to London. Arraigned on a charge of 
high treason, the nuble-minded chieftain refused to bend 
his knee before the inngnia of royalty ; and, when taunted 
by one of the ])rivy counsellors that he used to make no 
difficulty about kneeling in presence of images of saints, he 
coolly replied that there was a very wide difference between 
images of holy personages and the men with whom he was 
then confronted. Sentence of death being recorded, he 
was soon afterwards led to the place of execution, where he 
was met by that vile apostate, Myler M'Grath, pseudo- 
archbishop of Cashel, who strove in vain to make him 
abjure the faith ; but O'ltourke spurned him as a renegade 
dog, and died a true son of holy Church." 

"Alas, alas!" internipted father Purcell, "M*Grath'B 
apostasy is a sad reflection on our seraphic institute. Ib 
the wretched man still living ?" 

**You might as well say, dear brother," replied the 
provincial, *'that Lucifer's fall reflected disgrace on the . 
taitlifiil angels. Scandals, you know, have been and must 
be, as we learn from holy writ. M'Grath is still alive, 
extremely old, and bedrid ; cursed by the Protestants for 
wasting the revenues and manors of the ancient see of 
Cashel, and derided by the Catholics, who are well-.ac- 
quainted with the drunken habits of himself and his 
coadjutor. Knight. Nevertheless, from alll have been able 
to learn of M'Grath, there is some reason to hope that he 
will return to the Church ; and, if I be not misinformed, 
he would now gladly exchange the Kock of Cashel for that 
of the Capitoline, where he spent his youth. 

** Let us now come back to Bryan Oge O'Rourke, who, 
when the news of his father's death reached Ireland, was 
duly inaugurated in his stead. This worthy son of a mar- 
tyred sire distinguiRhed himself in many a glorious action 
during the Elizabethan war, and particularly in that far- 
famed fight near Boyle, where he and O'Donnell routed the 
English, under Clifford, on the memorable feast of the 
Assumption. Ever active and indefatigable in the service 
of his religion and country, he marched with O'Donnell to 
Kinaale, and did his utmost to ietxv<bN^\Xxa^^^^\ft'c^^V'^c^ 
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fatal day, holding out to the last, till the osarpatioii of a 
stepbrother compelled him to return home, and reassert hui 
rights over the principality of his fathers. Thenceforth his 
castle of Leitrim became the refuge of such of the Irish 
chieftains as still held out against the English, in the hope' 
of obtaining succour from Spain. In that hospitaUe 
mansion he sheltered MHjuire of Fermanagh, and the 
O'Sullivans, after their unparalleled march of a hundred 
leagues, in the depth of winter, from Glengariffe to Breffny ; 
and beneath its walls he routed, with sienal slaughter, a 
large body of troops, commanded by Lambert, governor of 
Connaugbt, and captain Bustock, who was shun on the 
field. The treason, nowever, of his step-brother, who was 
supported by the English, ultimately succeeded ; and the 
gallant chieftain, deserted by his followers, after making 
terms for his life, returned to Gal way, where he fell sick 
and died of a broken heart. His last wish was that his 
remains should repose in the cloister of Rosserilly, and our 
friars took care to see that wish fulfilled ; for, in the month 
of January, when the snow lay thick on the roads, the 
funeral cortege, accompanied by a few faithful friends, 
entered the enclosure of the monastery ; and, as soon as the 
Requiem had been sung, our brotherhood piously hollowed 
out a grave in the cloister, and there interred all that 
remained of one of the bravest and best of those Irishmen 
whose names deserve to be canonized in the pages of history. 
I know not whether that grave is marked by any cenotaph ; 
but as long as a single fragment of Rosserilly stands, the 
pilgrim and the wayfarer shall point to it as the last rest* 
ing-])lace of Bryan Oge O'Rourke." 

** God rest his soul !" said father Purcell ; " for he was 
faithful to the land that gave him birth. Did not one of 
his ancestors found a monastery for the Franciscans ?" 

"Most certainly," replied the provincial; **nor did I 
intend to omit that fact. Indeed, I have good reason to 
remember the monastery and church of Ballyrourke — or, as 
some call it, Oreevelea — for it was there I was ordained 
priest, and celebrated my first Mass. That once splendid 
monastery was founded in 1508, by Owen O'Rourke, prince 
of Brefi^ny, at the instance of lus wife, Margaret O'Brien, 
daughter of Conor, king of Thomond, and sister of Fingalla^ 
£hfi /Air^finiil/^ArAd. -U/hn. AA T h&v6 filreadv told von. was 
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Donegal. The spot which the princess of Brefiny selected 
for the building ties on the bank of the river Boned, within 
an easy walk of the castle of Dromahere ; and, if we may 
credit local tradition, St. Patrick erected a church on the 
same site, which is still called Carrig-Phadruig, or Patrick's 
Kock. The entire edifice, including altars, columns, and 
chapter-room, was constructed of fine stone, resembling 
grey marble ; and for its dimensions it was not inferior, as 
regards architecture and elaborate sculpture, to any other 
house of our institute in Ireland. Owen O'Eourke erected 
a monument for himself and his posterity within the chan- 
cel ; and three years after the foundation-stone was laid, 
Thomas MacBrady, bishop of Kilmore, attended by a 
brilliant retinue of ecclesiastics and laics, consecrated the 
church and monastery under the invocation of St. Francis. 
The first friars who took possession of Creevelea were 
Bent from Donegal; for the princess Margaret, out of 
afiection for her sister, preferred those to whom the latter 
had been such a constant and munificent benefactress. 
The community, though small, was well-endowed by 
the 0*Rourke ; and as long as that princely family ruled 
their ancient territory, the Franciscans of Creevelea lacked 
nothing that could contribute to their peace and humble 
maintenance^ The princess Margaret died in 1512, and 
was the first tenant of the splendid tomb erected by her 
lord ; and he himself, after taking the habit of St. Francis, 
was laid in the same sepulchre in 1528. It was, indeed, a 
year remarkable for the decease of many of those to whom 
our order is indebted; for in it our brotherhood had also to 
bewail the loss of Fingalla, wife of O'Donnell, who, after a life 
spent in acts of charity, and after wearing our habit two- 
and- twenty years, passed out of this life to that everlasting 
blessedness, which she so well merited by her fidelity to 
God and our holy founder, St. Francis. Eight years 
after the death of Owen O'Rourke, a sad misfortune befell 
the community of Creevelea ; for, in the dead of night, when 
the friars were asleep in their cells, a fire broke out — I 
know not by what accident— and burnt down a goodly 
portion of the edifice. 

*• It waS; indeed, a disastrous night ; for, along with the 
loss of many valuable books, the community had also to 
lament the death of Heremon O'DomieW, oiifcQlVJaaXst^vJwBt- 
hood, who perished in the ftamoa "ssf\i3ia\» ^\.ra\xi^\»<2> ^sa^^ 
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tbe sacred vesselg. Bryan Ballach O'Boarke^ bowem, 
Owen's successor, and father of Bryan-na-MartihA, of who^i 
I have already spoken, partially restored the sacred edifice ; 
but, owing to the coustant wars in which he was enga^ifed, 
he was never able to fully repair the damage caused by the 
iire. Nevertheless, the community cdhtinued to live there, 
labouring, praying, and educating the youth of the district, 
till they were expelled from their venerable abode by sir 
Bichard Bingham, who, on more than one occasion, turned 
the monastery and church into quarters for his soldiers^ 
pillaged the place, and burnt the richly-carved panels of 
the choir for fuel. The fatal issue of the late war, and the 
revolt of Teige O'Rourke, who, after the defeat at Kinsale, 
as I have already told ^ou, joined the enemies of his coun- 
try, completed the rum of Creevelea; for he who would 
have restored, nay, renewed its beauty, now lies sleeping 
his last sleep in the cloister of Rosserilly." 

** And how fared it with that traitorous Teige f ' asked 
father PurcelL 

" As he deserved," replied the provincial ; "for the 
English, on the accession of James I., rewarded his recre- 
ancy with the title of knight, and made him a grant of 
some hundreds of acres in the ancient principality of Brefi&iy. 
He did not, however, live long to enjoy either title or lands, 
for he died in 1605, and was buried in the ancestral tomb 
at Creevelea. May God assoil him ! for he hated his step- 
brother, the rightful prince of Breffny, and would not rest 
in the same sepulchre with him !" 

'* 'Tis a sad instance of fraternal discord,** observed 
father Purcell. 

** Only one of the many which wrought Ireland's ruin," 
dear friend, " added the provincial. ' * Alas, to what excesses 
will not ambition and sordid self-interest impel even the 
hearts of brothers! Is it not Virgil who says of that 
passion — 

" ' Tu potes nnanimes armare in proelia f ratres * ? 

and does not Lucan tell us in his 'Pharsalia' that a brother's 
blood shed by a brother's hand was the first to stain the 
walls of Rome ? 

" * Fraterno prlmi maduerunt sanguine inurL* 
But why go beyond the inspired books for examples, when 
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we can find them in the history of Jacob and Esau, of Abso- 
lom and Ammon, and in that of Lisimachus and Mene- 
laus? 

•* True, true," replied father Purcell ; " *tis the old story 
of Eteocles and Polynices repeating itself. The ashes of 
these two brothers, conscious of resentment to the last, 
would not consume on the same pyre ; and perhaps— shall I 
hazard the reflection? — perhaps the bones of those O'Rourkes 
would not crumble in peace had they been laid in the same 
sepulchre — 

" * Fratrum quoque gratia rara est,* 

aa Ovid has it." 

•* What an extravagant supposition !" remarked the pro- 
vincial. '* But, instead of indulging such idle fancies, let us 
pray that the Irish of future times, warned by the calami- 
ties that have fallen upon their predecessors, will guard 
against an accursed policy, which has worked out its worst 
ends by sowing the seeds of dissension in hearts created 
by Grod to struggle and combine for their country's hap- 
piness. 

" Little more remains to be said of Creevelea ; for when 
Bryan, son of Teige the usurfjer, was summoned to Loudon 
in 1615, and told that he should allow his lands to be colo- 
nized by English and Scotch undertakers, he refused to 
agree to such a proposal, and was then immured in the 
tower, where he is at this moment. Breffny, meanwhile, 
was parcelled out between Villiers, duke of Buckingham, 
and the Hamiltons, who scourged the native population 
with a rod of iron. As for the monastery, it was leased to 
one Harrison, who, in consideration of an annual and exor- 
bitant rent, allowed the friars to cover a portion of the 
church with thatch, and themselves, now reduced to four 
or five, to live as best they may in miserable shielings near 
the ancient monastery. A truculent, grasping wretch is 
this Harrison; for he no sooner discovered that peculiar 
trait of the Irish character— I mean their hereditary love of 
being interred in the graves of their forefathers, or within 
the precincts of some hallowed ruin— than he erected a gate 
at the entrance of the cemetery, and levied toll on every 
corse that was brought to be buried there." 

** A veritable Charon," observed father Purcell ; "who 
will not allow the dead to cross the Stygian lake, till he 
has received his piece of money !" 
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** Or rather one," replied the provincia], " who ignores 
the virtues which recommended Tobiaa to the angel RaphaeL 
We have talked far into the night; so for the present 
enough." 

We may supplement Mooney's narrative, by stating that 
Creevelea was repaired by the Franciscans in 1642, when 
air Owen O'Kourke made an attempt to recover the lordship 
and lands of his ancestors ; but, at the close of the Crom* 
wellian war, that family was once more involved in the 
general confiscations. That some of the O^Kourkes, how* 
ever, still chmg to their natal soil is quite certain, as we 
learn from the beautiful epitaph, which Teise O'Eoddy, of 
CrosKfield, co. Leitrim, composed for one of them, who died 
young, in 1671. 

CONDITUR . EXIGUA . ROURK . HAC . BERNARDUS . IN . URNA 

STIRPE . PEKILLUSTRI . MENTE . LYRAQUE . LINUS 

HIC . PUDOR . HIPPOLITI . PARIDIS . GENA . PECTUS . ULTSSIfl 

iENEAE . PIETAS . HECTORIS . IKA . JACET 

FLOS . JUVENUM . SPLENDOR . PROAVUM . JUNII . IDIBUS 

EHEUI 
INTERIIT . RUTILOS . VECTUS . AD . USQUE . POLOS 

As for the friars, they continued to live in thatched cabins 
in the neighbourhood of the monastery ; and be it reconled 
to their honour, one of them taught, in 1718, the venerable 
Charles 0' Conor, of Belenagare, the first rudiments of Latin, 
as he himself tells us in his memoira At present Creevelea 
is a very extensive ruin, containing, along with the tomb of 
its founder, various fragments of monuments to the O'Mur- 
roghs, Comins, and other ancient families of Breffuy- 
0*Kourke. 



Although the foregoing paper closes the series which the 
editor collected from Father Mooney's manuscript, he 
would deem his. work incomplete if it did not comprise 
an account of another Franciscan house, with which the 
name of a highly distiuguished Irishman is associated. A 
brief notice, therefore, of the Clonmel Franciscan convent, 
will not be unacceptable to om readsia. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THS MONASTEFY OF CLONMEL. 

Thb monastery of St. Francis at Clonmel is justly ranked 
among the most splendid of the many houses belonging to 
that order in Irehmd ; and even to the present day, a small 
oonunonity of the fnars retain a portion of their ancient 
church, where they celebrate the divine mysteries. The 
history of its fonnclation is involved in obscurity ; for some 
Bay that it owes its origin to the family of the Fitzgeralds 
of Desmond, whereas others affirm that it was founded by 
Otho de Grandison, who, in 1269, not only gave the friars a 
considerable sum of money to erect the church, convent, 
and its appurtenances, but also bestowed on it a rich tract of 
land, sites for mills, and two or three fishing weirs on the 
Suir. At the dissolution, of the monastic houses, that of 
Clonmel shared the fate of all similar establishments in 
the province of Munster ; for, by an inquisition taken 8th 
of March, 31st king Henry VIII., it appears that the then 
cuardian was seised of a church and steeple, dormitory, 
ball, three chambers, a store, kitchen, stable, two gardens 
of one acre, together with four messuages, six acres of 
arable land, four garden, a fishing-pool and weir in Clon- 
mel ; all of which was parcelled out, May 19th, 34th of 
iame king, between the sovereign and commonalty of 
Clonmel, and James, earl of Ormond, to be held for ever m 
canite by the said grantees, at a small annual rent. 

Nevertheless, although the friars were dispossessed of 
fhe lands, weirs, &c. , with which De Grandison had en- 
dowed them, the inhabitants of Clonmel insisted on retain- 
ing the church, cemetery, and sacristy, of which they held 
possession in the year 1615, when father Mooney, then 
provincial of the Franciscans, visited the place. To this 
zealous friar, on whose valuable manuscrii)t notices of 
the convents of his order we have heretofore drawn so 
copiously, we are indebted for the following particulars 
regarding the monastery of Clonmel. At the period of 
his visitation, already specified, he found the church in 
good repair, the architecture very magnificent, and nearly 
all the requirements of a conventviar ^^tabUsUmeat in as 
good condition as if Henry Vlll., IJtoJo^'Cii^ ^\A. ^*^^ 
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plundci-era of the religious houses had never thou: 
Clonmel. In fact, Mooney tells us, that the altars wei 
standing in the church, and that in the centre of the 
there was a very gorgeous monument, consisting of grc 
marble statues, to the memory of the lord baron of 
together with many other memorials of the same chai 
to mark the last resting-place of the nobles who were 
to bury within the sacred precincts. Father Mooney 
ever, says that he was greatly scandalized by the cc 
of some Jesuits and other ecclesiastics, who, in t] 
sence of the Franciscans, allowed the remains of th 
testant sovereign of Clonmel to be interred close b 
Cahir's monument in the choir, and that he causi 
body to be exhumed in the night-time, andburiec 
where. This, he informs us, he did with the permisi 
the archbishop of Cashel. At the period of father Mo 
visitation, it would appear that the Jesuits and « 
clergy had possession of the conventual church, the i 
alleging that they had got a grant of it from pope Pa 
and the latter supporting them in their pretensioi 
much so, that the citizens, acting under the influence 
Jesuits and secular clergy, on two different occasi( 
fused to receive a community of Franciscans into 
town. The provincial, however, a very sturdy man 
active measures to re-establish the claims of the bi 
hood ; and it was finally decided, by a papal rescript 
they should take possession of their ancient churcl 
opposition of the Jesuits and secular clergy notwith 
ing. Father Moouey's next effort was to get bacl 
the representatives ol the earl of Ormond, the o: 
grantee, some x>ortion of the ancient endowments 
monastery, but we need hardly say that he was unsucc 
He insisted that the friars were entitled to the bi 
called the " Aula Comitis," or earl's palace, standinj 
by the monastery ; and that the fishing-weir and mi 
the Suir should be restored to them. But, despite ; 
instances, he could get no redress from the heirs c 
Ormond ; and the lands, mills, weirs, and fishing-pool 
escheated for ever from the friars. Of the * ' Aula Cor 
or earl's palace, we believe there has been no ^ 
in the memory of the oldest inhabitant of Clonmel 
it may interest some to know t\ia^ \^ bXa^o^ ^^Vv\Tk.t\ 
cincta of the conveut grounds, \ii'BLVi'^€^^-«fet^ife\.,« 
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one of those edifices which some of the Irish nobility built 
in the vicinity of religious houses, to serve them for a 
temporary residence while going through a course of peni- 
tential exercises. 

In 1615, all the buildings of the convent, with the excep- 
tion of the church and cloister, were entirely dilapidated ; 
but the then earl of Ormond remodelled the inlirmary, and 
converted it into a dwelUng-house, which was subse- 
quently given as a marriage dowry to the lady Helen de 
Barry, whose second husband was Thomas, earl of Somer- 
set. Mooney petitioned to have this edifice given to the 
Franciscans, but his memorial was rejected, and the friars 
were constrained to fix their abode in a house which they 
rented. To this convent of Clonmel belonged a far-famed 
statue of St. Francis, which father Mooney tells us was 
rescued from the iconoclasts of the days of king Henry and 
queen Elizabeth — a statue in presence of which no one 
could <commit perjury, without incurring the penalty of 
sadden death, or, at all events, without having the whole 
truth brought to light by a special interposition of heaven. 
This statue or image was enshrined in the sacristy of the 
church when father Mooney visited Clonmel ; and we 
would suggest that some one should look after it, as it is 
likely enough that a relic so venerated may be still in 
existence, secreted somewhere in or about the remains of 
the old monastery. To these meagre details regarding the 
Franciscan convent of Clonmel, we have only to add what 
lather Mooney says of its site, namely, that it was most 
happily chosen — picturesque and commanding, though built 
inside the town wall, and in a comer of the city — in anguh 
ovitatis. 

, With this venerable edifice we must naturally associate 
the memory of a highly distinguished Franciscan, of whom 
his native land, and Clonmel in particular, may justly be 
proud ; for, indeed, his voluminous writings, and the esteem 
in which he was held by the celebrities of his day, must 
always entitle him to our respect aud veneration. How 
very few of the many who frequent the little church of St. 
Francis in Clonmel, ever think that more than two centuries 
ago there lived a townsman of their own, who, when a mere 
stripling, was wont to kneel and pray within the same hal- 
lowed precincts ; and who, in his maturer years, acquired a 
world-wide renown as a proio\m.d m^e^iV^'^iv^vascL^S^*^^^* 
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KB, poet^ uid hutorian t And yet each of thsM atbribiri 
I been treelv accorded to a natira of Clonmel, irtui 
namerooa and learned irorfui are the cleareit evidence^ i 
alone of a tnaster mind, but of induatrf whicb haa aeldc 
been equalled before or siuoe the time in which he flooriilK 
Fttther Bonaventare Baron, the indindoal to whom < 
luive been allnding, was bom in Clonmel early in t 
Mveoteeath oentary ; and after compIetiDK hia preparatc 
Btudiei in that city, proceeded to Rome, probsbly in 16c 
jiiat eleven yean after hia uncle, the celebrated La 
Wadding, had fonnded the consent of S. laidoro for Iii 
Franciacana. Wadding aoon perceived that hia ■ister'a i 
poBsesaed grand abilitiea, which were destined to refli 
honour on the order of which he bimaelf wan even th 
foreoiOHt among the great ; and he accordingly resolved 
Spare no pains in forwarding the edncation of his kinsm 
and prot^gii. Congeniality of tastes, and a never-weaiyi 
love of research in the wide domain of history and speon 
tive science, endeared those ardent students to each othi 
and caused them to concentrate all their energies on o 
Krand object, equally valued by both, namely, to revive t 
uterary glory of the Franciscans, and preserve from oblivi 
the memories of the great men of the same body, who oc 
ferred snch si^al service on mankind during that hi 
and dismal period when knowledge and civilization coi 
find no biding- place outside the cloister. 

It would be superituouB to reooiint all that Waddi 
achieved in this wonderful self-imposed task, of which 
has left us so many valuable monuments, evidencing geoi 
of the highest order, and industry wbicb challenged 4 
encomiums oE sir James Ware, who, his Protestantism n 
withstanding, could appreciate such gigantic labon 
amounting to thirteen or fourteen tomes, eight of whi 
(the AnnaU) are large folio, to eay nothing of other woi 
which tbia great Irishman projected. As for Baron, 
would appear that he had made up his mind to rival his p 
ceptor and kinsman; and, indeed, it may be said that 
some respects the pupil ontstripped tfae teacher in I 
rapidity with which he produced some of his earliest W^ 
Considerinp the various duties that devolved on him af 
his ordination, wben he was appointed to teacb theolo 
ia the school of S. laidoro, and. duc^u^e oMoei >:^&<k« ix 
tteoted with thateBtjkbUalmiuib.:n«Qsi^cA>Vd^^u^^et> 
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one man could have written so much, so learnedly, and on 
Bach a yariety of topics, before he had yet hardlv passed 
that period which Dante calls the mid-term of life. And 
yet such is the fact ; for we have it on the anthority of 
father Wadding himself, that his nephew had actually written 
in Latin, singularly remarkable for its elegance, some five or 
adz volumes, while he was yet considerably under thirty- 
three years of age. The titles of some of these works, 
strange as they must appear in an English translation, will 
thow how versatile was the genius of this eminent man, 
JUid with what facility he could turn from the profounder 
pursuit of studies philosophical and theological, to the culti- 
vation of the muses, and, indeed, of almost every depart- 
ment of light literature. The dates, too, of some of his 
numerous publications, will prove what we have already 
asserted, namely, that his industry was indefatigable, and, 
we might almost say, unequalled. Thus, the * *■ Panegyrical 
Orations," the first volume which he published at Korae, 
in 1643, was, two years afterwards, followed by his ** Mis- 
cellaneous Poems, including Epigrams and Eulogiums of 
^hninent Men." In 1651 he edited his ** Philosophical 
Essays ;" and in the same year '* The Diatribe on Silence," 
or ** Harpocrates Quinqueludius," — a work in which he dis- 
plays an extensive knowledge of all the ancient systems of 
philosophy, and profound acquaintance with the writings 
of the most celebrated of the Christian apologists in the 
early ages. In fact, it would seem as if the energies of 
this wonderful man never flagged — that his active mind 
needed no relaxation ; for not only the printing-presses of 
Borne, but those of Paris, Lyons, Florence, Wurtzburg, 
and Cologne found ample employment from his pen, which, 
at intervals of two, three, or more years, gave to the worltl 
no less than six volumes, three of which are large folio, de- 
voted to theological and philosophical controversies, and a 
vindication of that great luminary of the fourteenth cen- 
tury. Duns Scotus, or the Subtile Doctor, he, too, a Fran- 
ciscan, the fame of whose learning drew together upwards 
of thirty thousand students to Oxford, when he taught in 
that university. Besides the works we have already speci- 
fied, fa^er Baron wrote a "Course of Theology," in six 
tomes ; and, towards the close of his life, he published, at 
Borne, the first volume (folio) of the ** Axinala of the Order 
of the Moat Holy Trinity for the Kedem\i\.\aw <il Q.^^Nos'ss. ' 
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commencing with the year 1198, and carrying 
1267. This remarkable work narrates the fo 
the various houses of the order, and, along with 
of its most eminent men, eives interesting de 
number of captives rescued from the horrors 
bondage, by ike heroic charity of a single b 
who, in their day, rendered signal services to \ 
men. Father Baron proposed to himself to cc 
history down to his own times ; but, growing 
blind, after expending such an amount of vit 
works we have enumerated, he was obliged 1 
the pen towards the close of the year 1686. Th 
ten years of his life were for him a series of g 
infirmities, rendered all the more painful by tl 
of sight, till, at length, after having spent over 
in Rome, he died, at a great old age, in the cc 
Ludoro, and was buried near the grave of Lok 
in 1696. 

The respect in which this native of Glonmel 
the great men of his period, was such that he m 
proud of it, if a heart hke his could find pL 
esteem ; but he was above all such petty weal 
cared more for the honour of his order than h( 
own glorification. Nevertheless, the criticisms 
contemporaries pronoimced him to be **a man a 
and a writer who deserved to occupy a niche ir 
of fame. As volume after volume came from 
reviewers hailed them, each and all, with mos 

£ raise ; and among those who were foremost in 
bbours of the Clonmel friar, we find a country 
own, Neal 0*Glacan, a native of Donegal, wl 
medicine in the universities of Toulouse an 
wrote a "Cursus Medicus," and other works 
subjects, and was finally appointed physiciar 
counsellor to the king of France. As for fathe 
too, had honours bestowed on him by anothet 
for Cosmo III., grand duke of Tuscany, electee 
all others to fill the envied place of histori 
his court. This brief biography of such a d 
Irishman may obtain some additional interest 
scription of his portrait, which, along with 
^eat Wadding, and some otlier ins\i ^%Wbvitie 
IS before as as we write. T\ie ^\c\i\&x« m q>^ 
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represents him in his fifty-second year, dressed in the habit 
of his order, resting his left hand on a ponderous folio, and 
holding a pen in his right. His features are very benevo- 
lent ; the nose inclining to aquiline ; the eyes clear and 
penetrating ; the mouth firm, with deep lines at the angles ; 
and knitted brows, so characteristic of those who think 
much, and give the brain little rest. As for the head, 
like that of W adding, it is large, domelike, and, with the 
exception of a few scattered hairs above the temples, bald ; 
in a word, such a one as denotes a man of great intellect 
and indomitable energy. 
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CHAPTER L 

On Monday, the 22nd of October, 1645, an armed friga 
with the '* fleur-de-lis ** flying at the main, and carrying 
her nrow a gilded figure-head of St. Peter, dropped and 
at tne mouth of Kenmare river, not far from the po 
where it falls into the bay to which it gives its name. S< 
afterwards a boat was seen pulling shoreward ; and a i 
shepherds, who were attracted to the beach by the sij 
of the large ship, could easily discern that the party 
preaching were strangers, and that one among them wa 
personage of high distinction, an ecclesiastic dressed 
costume with which they were not familiar, accompan 
by a retinue of twenty-six individuals, whose garb f 
features left no doubt that they too were natives o 
foreign clime. Scarcely had the boat touched land, wl 
the whole party proceeded to a shieling, which the sh 
herds had erectea to protect them from the inclemency 
the weather, and set about preparing for the celebratioi 
Mass. It was the feast of St. Philip, bishop of Fermo, 
episcopal city in the pontifical states ; and he who n 
robed himself for the holy sacrifice was John Bap 
Kinuccini, bishop of that see, and nunzio-extraordina 
sent by Innocent X. to the Irish Catholics, then in ai 
for their king, religion, and country. Good reason 1 
Rinuccini to be grateful to God for having enabled him 
reach the shores of Munster in safety ; for, indeed, 
frigate in which he sailed was nigh falling into the ha 
of one PJunketf a renegade IrlahmaiXi, ^ho commanded 
parliament sguadroOi then criuidng m ^^^ \n^ Ocksus 
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. puTsned the St Peter with two of his vessels fally 
andred miles, till a fire breaking out in the galley of 
own ship, compelled him to shorten sail and abandon 
chase. It is certain that the nanzio*s frigate would 
e shown fight had she come within range of Plnnket*s 
18, for he tells us that the St. Peter's carronades were 
b loose and shotted, and that the Irish, most of whom 
■e soldiers and officers who had fought in the 
-«herlands, under Preston and O'Neill, and were now 
iming home to serve in the confederate ranks, declared 
t they would rather die in action and be buried in the 
, than fall into the hands of the fanatical Puritans, from 
om they could expect no quarter. The chances, indeed, 
re all against the St. Peter, for Plunket's frigate carried 
.▼ier metal, had a larger number of hands, and was in 
ry respect better equipped for emergencies. The fire, 
rever, on board the parliament vessel saved the nunzio, 
o, like his retinue, was already half-dead of sea-sickness, 
n becoming a prize to Plunket ; and we can easily ima- 
e how the hitter cursed the accident that caused him to 
I the St Peter, with its rich freight of gold and silver, 
18 and anmiunition, destined for the use of the confede- 
ed Irish Catholics, to say nothing of the person of the 
)e*8 nunzio, who, had his own forecastings been realized, 
«ald of necessity have resigned his hi^h function for a 
ion in the tower of London. Kinuccmi attributed his 
ape to the special suardiansl^p of him whose image de- 
ated the prow of his frigate ; but, be that as it may, 
I fire in Plunket's cookmg galley will account for it 
Kximately. 

Bbiying celebrated Mass of thanksgiving in the shieling, 
I Dunzio had a large portion of the arms and ammuni- 
n and all the money brought ashore ; and finding no safe 
koe for storage nea];;er or more secure than the old castle 
Ardtully, he converted it into a temporary magazine, 
d then ordered the St Peter to weigh for Waterford, and 
(charge the residue of the freight in that friendly haven. 
le wmd, however, proving contrary, the vessel had to 
ike for Dingle, where the arms were landed, and soon 
'«erwards sent to Limerick, in order to save them from 
B enemies of the confederates, who, by way of retaliation 
r not having Kinuccini himseli in peraonx, Nv«t^\\!i^fe\)i^ ^\ik 
zingtbenu After remaining Wo da'^j^m^^^^'S^^'Si^s^ 
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hut, the nnnzio proceeded by slow marches to Limerick, 
kee])ing clear of the high roads, and escorted by sqaadrons 
of confederate cavalry, commanded by Kichard Butler, 
brother of the marquis of Ormond, who was speciAlly ap- 
pointed to that duty as soon as Bellings, secretary to toe 
supreme council, had announced his arrival in Ireland. 

On the last day of October, 1645, Binuccini entered the 
city of Limerick, at whose gate he was met by the clergy, 
the munici])al and military authorities, who, in solemn pro- 
cession, preceded him to the ancient cathedral, where Hichard 
Arthur, bishop of the see, awaited his arrivaL The 
venerable prelate, then far advanced in years, and in 
broken health, was habited in rich pontificals ; and the 
nunzio, familiar as he was in his own country with all that 
is gorgeous in church costume, could not but admire the 
splendid crozier and mitre which Arthur used in the 
solemn function of receiving the pope's ambassador on the 
threshold of his metropolitan church. 

So highly appreciated at that period were the mitre and 
crozier of Limerick, made for Cornelius O'Dea, bishop of 
the see in 1418, that they were generally supposed to have 
been the work of some celestial artiticer, and not of mortal 
hands; ** for," ran the legend popularly believed at that 
time, "on one occasion, when there was a synod of prelates 
iu Dublin, it so happened that the bishop of Limerick went 
thither without his pontificals, and was compelled to seek 
throughout the metropolis a crozier and mitre. At length, 
when ne had given up all hope of getting either, a youth, 
just landed from a ship which a few moments before had 
entered the harbour, approached and presented the bishop 
a case, in which he told him he would find what he was 
looking for, adding that if he liked them he might keep 
them. The bishop could not but like the rich silver crozier 
and exquisitely elaborated mitre ; and when he sent a mes- 
senger in hot haste after the stranger to pay whatever 
he might demand for such precious objects, lo ! the ship 
had weighed anchor, and vanished beyond the horizon 1 
The mitre," says the authority from which the legend 
is quoted, **was entrusted to a wealthy Catholic mer- 
chant, to keep it from falling into the hands of the re- 
formers ; but he abstracted some of its precious stones, and 
replaced them, with false ones — a astfit\\e^<a ^\i\a\!k. heaven 
a venged on his posterity, for tViey aU ^e^ va. \si\aws :^ "^a 
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return to the venerable prelate, who, as we have already 
said, was then a^ed and in failm^ health, we may observe 
that he belonged to a family which had already given a 
prelate to the see of Limerick, at the close of the fifteenth 
century ; and that his near kinsman, James Arthur, a Do- 
minican friar, and author of a '*Gonmientar]^ on the Works 
of St. Thomas Aquinas," was then acquiring world-wide 
renown in Spain and Portugal, where he taught divinity 
in various schools of his order. 

We have thus briefly alluded to Kichard Arthur, because 
he did not live to take a prominent part in the momentous 
transactions which followed the nunzio's arrival in Ireland. 
It will not, however, be out of place to state, that he was 
consecrated by David ftothe, bishop of Ossory, on the 7th 
September, 1623, the bishop of Cork and Luke Archer, 
abbot of Holy Cross, assisting at the ceremony ; and that 
be died on we 23rd May, 1646, and was buried in the 
tomb of his predecessors, in his own cathedral of Limerick, 
then recently restored to the uses of that religion for which 
it was erected. Let ns, moreover, mention, as one of the 
most memorable incidents in this prelate's life, that it was 
he who conferred priest's orders on the celebrated John 
Lynch, Lucius Oratianus, author of "CambreusisE versus," 
"Icon Antistitis," "Alithinologia," and other works by 
which that distinguished Lrish ecclesiastic has attained 
imperishable celebnty. 

The prelate who was destined to succeed Richard Arthur, 
and to occupy a much larger space in the history of his un- 
fortunate country, was Edmond O'Dwyer, a native of the 
county of Limerick, who had distinguished himself during 
his collegiate course at Koaen, where he studied philosophy, 
and at the Sorbonne, where he won character for profound 
knowledge of theology. Soon after obtaining the degree of 
doctor in divinity at Kheims, he returned to Ireland, and 
became acquainted with MaJachy O'Queely, then vUar- 
apostolic of Killaloe ; and, as we shall see, the intimacy thus 
formed at the commencement of O'Dwyer's missionary 
career, ripened into a warm friendship, which terminated 
only with the life of the former, many years after he had 
been promoted to the archiepiscopal see of Tuam. In fact, 
such was the archbishop's confidence in O'Dwyer, that he 
Bent him to Rome as his proctor, in 1644, and made him 
the bearer of a report on the state of hia diQcese^ which he 
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drew up for the Congregatioii de Propaganda Fide, Alcm 
with this vahiable document, O'Dwyer was entmsted 
with a memorial to the supreme council of the confede< 
rates, praving his holiness. Urban VIII., to bestow a 
cardinal's hat on Luke Wadding, in consideration of the 
ffreat servfces he had rendered to the Irish Catholics then 
inarms. Urban, however, died before 0*Dwy;er reached 
Home ; and the memorial, signed by 0*Queely, Walsh, arph- 
bishop of Gashel ; Fleming, archbishop of Dublin ; lorda 
Castiehaven, Fermoy, Netterville, and others, fell into the 
hands of father Luke, who, instead of haying it presented 
to Innocent X., the late pontiffs successor, modestly bailed 
it in the archives of S. Isidore, where it remains to the 
present day. The high opinion which the sui>reme oonnci] 
entertained of O'Dwyer, whom they styled in their me- 
morial a ** doctor oi divinity, and an ocular witness d 
their proceedincs,*' to say nothing of the commendatifms 
of archbishop O Queely, must have had great weight with 
the college of cardinals ; for, on reaching Paris, on his way 
to Ireland, after some months* sojourn in Rome, a bull was 
despatobed to the . French nunzio, nominating the Irish 
priest coadjutor to the then decrepit bishop of Limerick. 
O'Dwyer made no difficulty about accepting the exalted 
dignity which the holy see conferred on him, and he was 
therefore duly consecrated by the bishop of Senlis, in the 
church of St. Lazare, on Sunday, the 7th of May, 1645. 

Having purchased a goodly supply of vestments, books, 
and other requirements for tne diocese of Limerick, 
O'Dwyer set out for Ireland from one of the French ports ; 
but he had not been many days at sea when the ship in 
which he sailed was captiured by a Turkish corsair, who 
carried him and his fellow- passengers as a prize to Smyrna. 
The bishop, however, when he saw that there was no 
chance of escaping the pirate, divested himself of all the 
decorations of bis rank, and heaved overboard the valuable 
vestments and other sacred objects which he had collected 
at Paris, and which he knew would be desecrated had the 
Turks got possession of them. On reaching Smyrna he 
was sold as a slave, and condemned to work at a miU, with 
a mask on his face ; and in this condition he might have 
lived and died, were it not for a contingency which seems 
almost miraculous. An Irish lady, wife of a French 
merchant^ then living at Smyrna, happened to' visit the 
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mill ; and on discovering that the poor captive was a conntiy* 
man of her o^na, and a bishop in reluctant diseuise, she 
lost no time in reporting the fact to her husband, who at 
ODce paid a ransom for the prisoner, and sent him back to 
France, where he soon replaced the sacred furniture which 
he had flung into the sea, as we have already stated. 
0*Dwyer returned to Ireland early in the year 1646 ; and 
he was the first bishop who introduced the missionaries of 
Vincent de Paul to this country. As a matter of course, 
h^ joined the supreme council of the confederates as 
spiritual peer ; and in that capacity secured for himself the 
esteem of the pope's nunao, who, in one of his earliest 
des^iatches, speaks of him in the highest ])rai8e. Another 
letter, dated Limerick, July 16, 1646, and addressed by 
the same personage to cardinal Paufiiio, mentions the 
bishop of Limerick taking part in the grand function 
solemnized in his cathedral, in thanksgiving for the memo- 
rable victory which Owen O'Neill won at Benburb, on the 
6th of the preceding month. **At four o'clock, p.m.," 
writes the nnnzio, '* the procession moved from the (Uiurch 
of St. Francis, where the thirty-two stands of colours 
taken from the Scotch had been deposited. The garrison 
of Limerick led the van, and the captured colours were 
carried by the nobility of the city. Then followed the 
nunzio, the archbishop of Oashel, the bishops of Limerick, 
of Clonfert, and Ardfert, and after them the supreme coun- 
cil, the mayor, and magistrates, in their official robes.^ The 
people crowded the streets and windows ; and as soon as 
the procession reached the cathedral, Te Deum was suns 
by the nunzio's choir, and the latter pronounced the usuid 
prayers, concluding the ceremony with solemn benediction. 
Next morning Mass jrro gratiarum actione was sung by the 
dean of Fermo, in presence of the afor^jsaid bishops and 
magistrates." 

It might, perhaps, have been fortunate for O'Dwyer 
to have died at that hour of his country's trariient tri- 
umph ; but, as we shall see, he was doomed to tCjte bitter- 
ness and sorrow, at home and abroad, and to find his last 
resting-place far away from the old cathedral where his 
predecessors were entombed. Pious and zealous he was, 
no doubt, in the discharge of his high office, and none could 
gainsay tiie holiness of ms life ; but, when the fortunes of 
&e confederates waned. hi> unhappily proved himself in 
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the politics of the period weak and vacillatiag. "Hib ocn 
duct will not suffer us to doubt this ; for, instead of adop 
ing Kinuccini's bold and honest policy, which spumed mei 
toleration of the Catholic religion, he allowed himself to I 
dii]>ed by the artitices of the lay members of the snpreno 
council, most of whom were identified, either by blood or pai 
tizauship, with the crafty enemy of their crt^ and race- 
James, marquis of Ormond. In fact, the bishop, with seven 
others of his own order, allied himself to Ormond's factioi 
signed the fatal truce with lord Inchiq uin, and thus deserte 
the straightforward course which Kinuccini and the cl 
Irish strove to maintain. '* For the last eighteen months, 
writes the uunzio, in 1648, '*the bishop of Limierick, tom; 
utter amazement, and that of every one else, has devote 
himself to the party of lord Ormond ; and this, indeed, i 
a sorry return for the benefits bestowed on him by the hoi; 
see ; but be has had his reward ; for he is now the objec 
of universal odium, and has separated himself from th 
sound politics of the rest of the clergy.*' Six months ha 
hardly elapsed since these words were penned, whei 
Kinuccini, finding it impossible to harmonize the advers 
factions which he strove to govern, or to bring about 
solidarity of interests for the general good, deemed it nc 
cessary to abandon a country who^e feuds were precipitat 
ing it to irretrievable ruin. For some, the last and aires 
weapon in the Church's armoury had no terror; and 
unhappily for O'Dwyer, he was one of the few bishoi>s who 
despite the nunzio's censures, foolishly adhered to th 
party of lord Ormond. With the theological controversie 
that agitated Ireland after the nunzio's departure, touchin] 
the censures, in all of which O'Dwyer took a prominen 
X>art, we have nothing to do in this pai^r, our object beinj 
simply to give an outline of his eventful life, till its clos 
in a foreign land. Pretermitting, therefore, much tha 
could not interest the general reader, w^e may state to tb 
bishop's credit, that during those awful months whei 
Ire ton beleaguered Limerick from without, and pestileno 
swept off the famished }>opulation within the walls, there wai 
no braver man among the besieged than their spiritual chief 
He exhorted the inhabitants to hold out to the last extre 
mity, and lay down their lives rather than yield to th< 
lieutenant of the man who could show no mercy either a1 
Drogheda or in Wexford. Fully conscious of the doom thAi 
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awaited snch callant resistance, a multitnde of the citizens 
called onthe oishop, and besought him to give them per- 
mission to blow themselves up, rather than fall alive into the 
Viands of their enemies ; but he dissuaded them from such 
ft suicidal project, telling them that it was nobler to die 
with arms in their hands, than to rush, uncalled, into the 
awful presence of God. At last, when Limerick was 
forced to capitulate to Ireton, who was indebted for his 
success to the treason of one of Kinuccini's most impla- 
cable enemies, O'Dwyer, finding that he was excepted from 
quarter, disguised himself in peasant's garb, and having 
smeared his face with gunpowder, passed unnoticed through 
one of the city gates, and eventually contrived to make 
his way to Brussels, where he lived till 1654, eating the 
salty bread of exile, and, as we may suppose, regretting, 
with his latest sigh, the fatal error that nelped to bring 
rain on his unfortunate country. On the night of the 6th 
of April, 1654, his remains, followed by a few torch- 
bearers, were conveyed from the convent in which he 
breathed his last, to the church of St. James, in the above- 
named city, and were there deposited in the subterranean 
chapel, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, without a single 
line to record his virtues or his failings. A career such as 
his, under other circumstances, would surely have been 
thought worthy an epitaph — ^that last of human vanities ; 
but tne nociumal funeral, divested of all ghastly pomp, 
and the nameless grave, will be sufficiently accounted for 
by the nunzio*s censures. 

In accordance with the plan we proposed to ourselves 
when commencing these notices of some of the most dis- 
tinguished Irish prelates of the seventeenth century, we 
now return to the venerable cathedral of Limerick, where 
we left Rinuccini receiving from bishop Arthur all the 
honours prescribed by the ntual for so solemn an occasion 
•8 that when the pope's accredited ambassador makes his 
first appearance in a town or city. A few days had hardly 
passed since that memorable event, when news reached the 
^unzio that the most distinguished of the Irish archbishops, 
the one in whom, according to his instructions, he was to 
repose most confidence, and whom he was to consult on all 
occasions of great moment, had been slain in an inglorious 
skirmish near Ballysadare, in the county Sligo. Sad intel- 
ligence, indeed, was this for Rinuccini at the outset of hi« 
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diplomatic career ; and we can easily imagine how the joy 
with which his arrival was ereeted in Limerick mnst have 
been dashed when he foundnimself called upon to oelebrale 
the obsequies of Malachy O'Queely, archbishop of Taam, 
in that very cathedral where, a few days previonaly, his 
band of Italian choristers chanted Tt Vtwm^ in vre- 
sence of a vast multitude, who never before had listeneato 
such thrilling harmony. All the festive adornments of the 
cathedral were now rej)laced with mournful emblems, the 
altars and columns draped in black ; and the nomdo, 
assisted by the aged Arthur, sane Mass of requiem for the 
heroic soul of the metropolitan of Connaught, whom he was 
not destined to meet in this world. Having left Limerick 
a few days afterwards, Rinuccini caused the same hononn 
to be paid to the deceased archbishop in St. Canice's cathe- 
dral, Kilkenny, about the middle of November, 1645, when 
all Ireland was plunged in ^ef for the loss of such aa 
illustrious champion of her faith. 

Malachy O'Queely, son of Donatns, was a native of the 
county Clare, and lineally descended from the lords of Con- 
macne-mara, where they ruled as princes long before and 
after the Anglo-Norman invasion. A chieftain of this 
race marched with Brien Borumha to Clontarf, in 1014, 
and centuries afterwards the name was famous in budie 
story — 

*^ Oyer Conmacne-mara great 
Was O'Cadhla, friend of banquets.** 

Malachy, when a mere youth, went to Paris, where he 
studied in the college of Navarre, and took the degree of 
doctor in divinity. On his return to Ireland, he was ap- 
pointed vicar-apostolic of Killaloe, and ultimately, on 
October 11, 1631, was, by Thomas Walsh, archbishop of 
Cash el, consecrated successor to Florence Conry in the 
archiepiscopal see of Tuam. The prelates who assisted ofl 
this occasion were Richard Arthur, of Limerick, and 
Boetius Egan, of Elphin ; and the ceremony took place at 
Galway. A curious incident, which we may not omit to 
mention, occurred on the day named for 0*Queely's conse- 
cration. The archbishop elect had received from Rome a 
draft of the bull nominating him to the vacant see ; and on 
j)resenting it to the officiating prelate, the latter, after de- 
murring some time, finally reiu&ed to \)roceed with the 
ceremony, tiU the atttograph inBttumeo^ «Wiii^\i^ ^loSi^ 
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!d to his Bcmtiny. It was a moment of great embar* 
nent for all the parties concerned ; and as they wera 
b to retire from tne church, a priest, who landed from 

S which had just then dropped anchor in the bay, 
into their presence, and handed to Arthur tne 
mtic bulls. In 1632, the year inunediately following 
levation, O'Queely presided at a synod in Galway, for 
ving abuses and enforcing the decrees of the coun<nl 
ent ; and in the interval ^tween the last-named period 
the rising of 1641, he devoted himself with singular 
k> the discharge of his high ofSce, consoling and en* 
sning the flock committed to his charge, then sadly 
(sed by the , tyrannical proceedings of lord- deputy 
ford. Nor should we onut to state that O'Queely^ 
intment to Tuam was at first badly received by uie 
iice over which he was named chief pastor, many al- 
g that none but a native of Ck)nnaueht ought to have 
raised to the archiepiscopal see ; but in process of 
his generosity and open-heartedness silenced uie mal- 
mts, and won for lum the esteem and love of all 
3S. In 1641, when the people rose to shake ofif the 
arable oppression under which they had so lone groaned, 
eely took his place among them, not indeed as a 
ary chie^ but rather with a view to repress tumul- 
r assaults, and save the Protestant portion of the com- 
ty from pillage and insult. For this laudable object 
ised a regiment, which was officered by the O'Flaher- 
and others of the Gonnaught gentry, whose zeal for 
religion and the false-hearted Charles I. was crowned 
a temporary triumph, though sadly requited by the 
ud successor of that unhappy monarch. In all the 
actions of the confederates, O'Queely, then president 
tnnaught, was regarded as a high authority, and not 
by them but by the court of Borne ; for, as we have 
dy observed, the instructions given to Rinuccini by 
cent X. marked out the archbishop as the fittest per- 
for his guidance. ** Although each of the four arch- 
»ps," says the document, *' is remarkable for zeal, 
rtheless, he of Tuam is to be your confidant, and 
ig the bishops he of Clogher." The last appearance of 
leely in the general assembly at Kilkenny was in 
ber, 1645, the month of the nunzio's arrival in Ireland, 
iie same in which the ieioQiox&a Cqq\a\)«& v^^\s^^ 
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by the parliament president of Connanglit, witl 

mission " to extirpate the Irish papists by fire an< 

Sligo, at that time, had fallen into the hands of tl 

Covenanters ; and the supreme council of the coni 

wishing to possess a seaport which enabled theii 

to land men and munitions of war, resolved to rec 

possible. As a spiritual peer, O'Qneely voted su] 

the undertaking, and immediately set out with i 

destined for the expedition, which was commando 

Taaffe and sir James Dillon. On leaving Kilkc 

archbishop's mind was overclouded by sinister om< 

he not only removed all his baggage, but bade 

each of his friends, telling them that he was destii 

to see them again. On crossing the Shannon, he 

by a vast concourse of the people, who came to 1< 

last on him ; for there was then rife amone Hu 

prophecy concerning the violent death of one ni St. 

successors, and it was popularly believed that the i 

was to be fulfilled in tne person of 0*Queely. Ii 

himself seems to have given it credit ; for, a few yea 

while being punctur^ for a dropsical affection, 

doctor Nicholson, his medical attendant, that the 

was to be fulfilled in him, and that he had not loo 

The nunzio, too, in his despatches, alludes to the p; 

remarking that the Irish were much given to the 

prophesying." On Simday, 17th October, 1645, 

troops encamped in the vicinity of Ballysadare 

confident were Taaffe and Dillon of the safety 

position, that they accepted on that fatal day an ] 

to dine with the archbishop, who, always prov 

hospitality, had also asked all the other offic< 

table. It was during this merrymaking that si 

Coote, sir William Cole, and sir Francis Hami 

intelligence of the loose discipline observable in t 

derate camp ; and taking advantage of the intorma 

swooped down unexpectedly with a large force, a 

the Irish could arm themselves, put them to fiigh 

them up fearfully. In this extremity Dillon told 

bishop to save himself as best he could ; but be 

and of great stature, he lacked the necessary sp 

faithful secretary, father Thady O^Connell, of the 

HermiU of 8t Augustine, and another priest. 

Uvea endeavonnx^ to protect him. iToi&.\!k\&^AK3 
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ig n or a nt of the prize they had within their grasp, hewed 
mm to pieces with their claymores after woanding him 
with a pistol shot in the loins. The list of prisoners made 
in this sad raid shows that the archbishop was accompanied 
fl^ some of the foremost men in Connaught ; for it men- 
tions, among others, Murragh-na-do, O'Mahertie, William, 
O'Shanghnessy, and captain Garrett Dillon, son to sir Lucao 
Dillon, who stated that his father was shot in the thigh. 
Intelligence of this unfortunate event, which the Puritans 
styled ** Good News from Ireland,'' was immediately for- 
warded to both houses of parliament, and that very quaint 
bulletin tells us that *' the Irish forces amounted to 1,000 
loot and 300 horse. In the pursuit," says the writer, 
'* their commander and president of that province was 
Alain, the titular archbishop of Tuam, who was a principal 
agent in these wars. Divers papers were found in his car- 
riage. He had for his own particular use an order from the 
council at Kilkenny for levying the arrears of his bishopric, 
and the pope's bull and letter from Rome. The pope would 
not at first engage himself for the sending of a nunzio for 
Ireland, until the Irish agents had fully persuaded him 
that the re-establishment of the Catholic religion was a 
thing feasible in this kingdom ; whereupon he undertook 
the solicitation of their cause with Florence, Venice, and 
other estates, and to delegate his nunzio to attend to the 
afifairs of this kingdom." In the archbishop's baggage was 
found the private treaty which Charles I. empowered lord 
Glamorgan to negotiate with the confederates ; and the dis- 
covery of this important document, we need hardly say, 
hel{)eid to exasperate the Puritans against the unfortunate 
king. 

As soon as the Scotch discovered the high rank of the 
individual whose mutilated corse was left on the road- side, 
they demanded a sum of thirty pounds before surrendering 
it ; and when the money was paid by Walter Lynch, he 
cansed the remains to be dressed in pontifical robes and 
conveyed to Tuam, where Mass for the deceased was duly 
celebrated in presence of a vast crowd, who bitterly 
lamented their well-loved archbishop. Unfortunately, 
there is now no record of the place of O'Queely's inter- 
ment ; but we have it, on the authority of one who was 
personally acquainted with him, that some years after his 
decease, Brigi^ lady Atheiiry, Yni^ ol ¥i«iWfi\&^ 19th. lord 
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of tbat title, and daughter of sir Lacas Dillon, < 
Glynn, in the county Koscommon, caused all that r 
of the archbishop to be reinterred in some place onli 
to herself and the pious few who were employed 
form that charitable work. There is little to be 
0*Queely's literary tastes or labours; but we nu 
that they were appreciated by John Colgan, who 
debted to him for the *' Description of the Three 
of Arran and their Churches," which the learned '. 
can published in his ** A.cta Sanctorum Hib./' 
This valuable communication, and a descriptioi 
churches and other sacred edifices in the diocese of 
must have been compiled by the archbishop a sb 
previous to his death. Lamented by every love: 
country, none could have been more keenly sensibl 
loss than the nunzio, who, in his des^tches to ( 
Panfilio, speaks of him in most pathetic terms ; a 
that he had lost his life in actual defence of the fa 
that the supreme council had thus sustained a 
calamity, as no one could be ^ound competent to 
such a prelate either in the civil or the military 
ment. ** Verily," concludes the nunzio, *'he hai 
his career gloriously, and won ipr himself in heavi 
ward commensurate with his lai>ours." In concluc 
brief memoir, we have only to add, that Edmond 
M.D., who venerated the archbishop's noble charac 
would have erected a monument to him had he 
where his remains lay, has left us the subjoined < 
hoping, perhaps, that it might one day be inscribes 
friend's tomb, should some fortunate accident ei 
away the mystery that surrounds the forgotten gra^ 
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CHAPTER n. 

On the 2lrt November, 1645, Rinnccini, after a few days' 
repose in tiie resideDce which the confederates appointed 
for lum at Kilkenny, proceeded on foot to pay a formal 
visit to lord Mountgarrett, then president of the council, 
who, to do the pope's minister greater honour, had arranged 
that the reception should take place in the grand gallery 
of the ancient castle of the Ormonds. On this occasion he 
was accompanied by general Preston, lord Muskerry, and 
other distinguished personages, who, doubtless, were 
anxious to witness the interview, aud learn what hopes 
tiiey might entertain of succour from abroad, for prosecut- 
ing tiie war against the king's enemies. At foot of the grand 
staircase he was met by Thomas Walsh, archbishop of 
Gashel, Thomas Fleming, archbishop of Dublin, and Heber 
MaoMahon, bishop of Clogher ; who, after mutual congratu- 
lations, ascended the stairs, and were then ushered, by sL 
Richaid Boilings, into the presence of the lord-president. 
The latter was seated at the head of the gallery ; but, when 
the nnnzio appeared, he stood up, without, however, ad- 
vancing a sin^e step ; and as soon as the ceremony of 
presentation was over, he motioned the pope's high minis- 
ter to a chair, covered with gold and crimson damask, at 
lus right, but so placed that neither of them could be said 
to be the central figure. Rinuccini then handed his cre- 
dentials to the president, who caused the document to be read 
aloud ; and when this was concluded, the former addressed 
all present in Latin, stating that the grand object of his 
mission waste maintain the rights of the Catholics, to promote 
union of parties, and to assist the king in his struggle with 
the parliament. At the conclusion of his speech, he gave 
them idl the apostolic blessing ; and after a few words in 
reply, spoken by MacMahon, bishop of Clogher, he took 
leave oi the president and retired, the bishops accom- 
ntnying him as far as the grand entrance of the castle, and 
t^reston, Muskerry, and others to the saloon of his own 
domicile, which was now distinguished by the insignia of 
his nunciature — a shield surmounted by the papal tiara 
and keys, with a dove holding in its beak an olive- 
branch. The reception, indeed, was cold and rigidly 
foxmal; and Rinucoini must bav^ xe;maxV^ \2BAi^\&L^'d;ss^ 
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eairetti althoneh a Catholic, would have 
better pleased had he come from the pope 
capacity than that of nunzio. Be that as it n 
agreeably impressed by the magnificence of tl 
which the introduction took place ; and, alth< 
witii grander structures in his own country, 
tecture, sculpture, and painting had reached 1 
he did not allow this little incident to pass 
when writing an account of his first intervie 
Mountgarrett. Each of the prelates by whom 
tended on this occasion, and two of whom 1 
met till then, was destined to take a prominei 
transactions which followed in such rapid 8U( 
his arrival ; but as the space allowed us in t\ 
limited, we have deemed it best to treat theii 
consecutively, for the purpose of giving our : 
portraits ana fuller details of those eminent 
who so signally impressed the ase in which 
We will therefore commence with the archbish 
reserving our notices of the others for a future 
Thomas Walsh, son of Kobert Walsh an 
Strong, was born on the 3rd of February, 152: 
foi'd, where his paternal ancestors were for mi 
opulent merchants. Indeed, it may be said c 
that no other city in Ireland produced so n 
ecclesiastics — the Wadding family alone nun 
of that calling, and the most distinguished, perl 
time ; nor will it be out of place to mention h 
celebrated Luke Wadding and Thomas Wals 
in the same year. A fact, however, worthier 
corded, is that Thomas came into this worl 
father was prisoner for refusing to take ' 
supremacy, wnich the Protestant authorities v 
deavouring to force on the reluctant populatio 
of Waterford, we may also observe, has been 
singularly distinguished for its fidelity to the 
gion ; for, notwithstanding every effort to 
people, the teachings of the Reformation coul< 
favour among them. Just three years before 
Thomas Walsh, we find a grand proof of this 
failure of an attempt made by John Long, th 
primate, to propagate the ntw xeAi^ou there, 
mihoohf wiuchy it would appear, ^et^ ^^tl 
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nnder that dignitary's saperintendence. Indeed, the report 
forwarded to him by one of his teachers, or mayhap in- 
spectors, throws much light on this subject, and shows 
clearly tiiat, of all places in Ireland, Water! ord was the 
last he should have thought of selecting as a field for prose- 
lytism. The document to which we tdlude is so extremely 
interesting, and illustrative of the aj^e in which it was 
written, that we cannot help submitting it to our readers, 
premising at the same time that, with due allowance for 
the quaint orthography, it reads very like letters of the 
same tenor with which our own times are familiar. 

*'' Tothe Right ffonble. the Lord Primate of Ireland, ai 
his house in Tradagh, give these. 

** I wrote unto your honour of late, desiring to have re- 
ceived an answer to satisfy me for two especial causes, which 
moved me to write ; the one, for that I imderstood that 
your honour was offended with me ; the other was to desire 
vour honour's assistance in this place, where it pleased your 
honour to place me, against a number of professed enemies 
of God and good men, although outwardly a few of them 
make some hypocritical show, yet their lives, for the most 
part, shew the contrary ; so that I have not seen nor heard 
of the like contempt of the word of God, and manifest re- 
sistance of her majesty's proceedings— no, not in the whole 
island. • It is not for any man that feareth God ^to dwell 
among them ; for, although they cannot martyr his body, vet 
they will trouble his mind. Their abuses are so many, that 
I would be loath to trouble your honour with the reading of 
BO endless a matter. But some of them are so detestable and 
execrable, that I cannot overpass them : (as these) tirst, there 
is not one couple among twenty married, accordiog to her 
majesty's injunctions, but handfasted only, or else married at 
home with a mass ; then they never christin their children 
but in their house, either with a mass priest, or for want of 
him (which commonly the wealthiest of them want not) 
the women themselves christin. Their dead they bury 
not, if they can choose, but tumble them into the graves like 
Bwine, without any word of service, or any minister — the 
proof whereof I myself have seen very often, even before the 
school door, to my great grief ; and as for themselves 
altogether, they either abuse the word, or absent them- 
selves from the church ; or whea they come there, they 
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walk ronnd about like mill hones, cbopping and ofa 
and making merchandise, and in such order, th 
wliicli are in the choir, and wilUns to hear, for th 
bling cannot hear a word ; and these be not sma 
but even the chief of the city. These and sac 
monstrous vices being suffered, it is not for aoy cc 
to stav among them ; for they put such great confic 
their bribery, tiiat they hope by it onlv to maintai 
knavery. The ministers cry out that they are abuj 
ceived, despised, and almost discomfited ; and for tl 
cially, that they being constrained to send up a tn 
ficatc of such as frequented not the church, nor i 
communion, their certificate was presently showed 
enemies, and such comfortable and frieucQy speech^ 
unto them, that they returned home again with ope 
and foaming mouths, and reviled the ministers wit 
opprobrious terms, as men of their profession use 
that they, x>oor shepherds, for fear of those brut 
savage lions, are almost afeard to come near the sh< 
It was little credit for him who shewed it to th< 
even they themselves know what his drift is, 
either to be wrapt in a mantle, or cloked with a c 
or made drunk with aqua vitas. I beseech your 
suffer them not to make merchandise of God's cau 
to take money for that which was given them 
Cursed is the man that taketh the function upon 
make a gain of it ; the case is common to me with a 
Christians, which causeth me the rather to presun 
your honour's patience. But I will leave off th; 
come to my own private case. This, therefore, is 
you to understand, that since my coming hither I 1 
above thirty scholars, which was no small grief ui 
especially being sent hither by you ; the cans 
they received me was rather for fear, than f 
desire they had to have their children instructed in 1 
of God, and knowledge of good letters which I so 
ceived by them ; for within one month most of the 
away their children from me, and sent them to othei 
in the town that were professed papists, which was e 
a grief unto me, that I could not tarry among them 
cannot possibly make myself subject to them that 
sahjecta themselves. The reason they allege wh 
took them away was, becaxuKk, aa \tii!s^ «»i^, tor tin 



THE SEVSm^ENTH OENTURT. Ill 

lot profit; neither did they indeed, in that they 
id for ; for I constrained them to come to the service, 
bi they could not abide, whereat they muttered pri« 
y among themselves. There was never a boy among 
that was able to read fables, and yet they murmured 
ise I did not use them to make epistles, themes, ora- 
, and verses ; for which cause and for that thev took 
from me, and sent them to papists. T was willing to 
Into their own hands, to bestow it where they will ; so 
have bestowed it upon a youth that is of their own 
lable profession ; one that was apprentice in the town, 
since that a serving man in Dublin. And whereas 
honour persuaded me that I should find them such 
g and courteous people, I have found them clean 
ary. Even the mayor himself, of whom you made so 
account, hath dealt but strangely with me ; I never ate 
Irank in his house but once, and then not of his own 
ng. As for the sheriffs, they were the greatest 
lies I had, and went about to disgrace me most. I had 
rht I should have come to Dublin before my departure 
hat they denied me part of my wages : because mid- 
aer quarter is shorter than the rest, they would have 
it me by the week, not by the quarter. They desire to 
easure me, and procure their children that were my 
ars to revile me, as they have done most devilishly, in 
ting that I went and hanged myself, and called me 
), rascal, villain, and such like speeches, which never 
ieded from them, but from their parents. They called 
L of Peter Stranges where I lie, turncoat, traitor, and 
aertant, because he useth to go to the English service, 
e speeches, and far worse, are in their chudren ; but if 
honour did but dwell among their parents, to see their 
ay in massing at home, and murmuring at God's word 
le church, I know you could not abide it. They that 
their children from me, and let them all this while go 
ring up and down the streets, have now sent them to 
ellow again. For these foresaid causes, I thought good 
ve over the place, and betake myself to my country, 
•e I hope to live with a quiet conscience, for here I 
I have no comfort, because there is not one professor of 
gospel to be found among them — no, not one. Thus giv- 
yoor honour to understand what the cause of my 
rture was, I commit you, wil^ your good bedfellow, to 
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Gk>d, beteeohing tou to shew f orih yoofself and 
aathorily to tho glory of God, and jour own oommi 
tiona, and be not Uke unto them which hont after b 
chopping and changing the word of God, which i 
heaveulv manna, for ornaments and Bweetmeata^ i 
please the body, and destroy the souL 

** Fare ye well. The xiithof Jnly, ano. 1585, Wates 

" Your honours to command, 

*'JoHir Shbasma: 

It is to be re^pwtted that the writer of this educa 
report did not nve us the name of the Catholic teache 
rubbed him of liis scholars, and who, probably, ma^ 
initiated young Walsh into the first rudiments, many 
after Shearman, in sheer disgust, took his departure 
Waterford. Certain it is, however, that Robert Wals 
his yinte, Anastasia, found a better school for their 
beyond the seas ; and they accordingly sent him 1 
maternal uncle, Thomas Strong, bishop of Ossory, th 
exile for non conformity, and coadjutor to the archl 
of Compostella. This was in 1600, when the boj 
reached his twelfth year. Having finished his prepai 
studies, under the superintendence of masters provid 
him by his uncle, young Walsh was soon afterwards » 
the Irish seminary at Lisbon ; and after completii 
theological course there, he proceeded to the Irish coll< 
Salamanca, where he took the degree of doctor in div 
and was ordained priest. He tiben made a tour c 
entire continent, visiting each of its prircipal cities, 
was eventually created a knight oi St. John of Malta! 
length, having come back to Ireland, in 1624, he de 
himself to missionary duties for some time ; and the 
out for Spain, whence he was summoned to Rome, by 
of pope Urban VIII., who caused him to be consec 
archbishop of Cashel, on the 8th of July, 1626. SI 
after the last-named period, he returned to Ireland a 
and applied himself m his hish capacity to the remoi 
abuses, which, owing to the distracted state of the t 
were then prevalent in his diocese. . Indeed, incredibl 
ficulties beset him at every step ; for the spy and info: 
so largely patronized by Adam Loftus and sir Ri< 
Boj^Je, who then held the reins of government, were 
stantly on hia track, wbether Yio oon&cmfid in the depi 
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tlie woodfli or administered the other sacraments, as was then 
usual, iU night Ume, and within barricaded doors in the houses 
of Catholics, in towns and hamlets. Withal, despite such ter- 
rible restrictions he held many synods, not indeed in church 
or chapel, bot in forests (in sylvis) ; and it was while presid- 
ing at one of those, early in 1633, during the deputyship ot 
Thomas viscount Wentworth, that he was arrested and 
broiight prisoner to Dublin. On the journey to the metro- 
polis he was accompanied by Archibald Hamilton, soa of 
the then Protestant archbisnop of Cashel, with whom he 
discussed various points of doctrine, so learnedly and so 
much to the young man's satisfaction, that they ever after- 
wards thought more kindly and better of each other. After 
a short imprisonment in the Castle, the archbishop was 
summoned to appear before the deputy, who could elicit 
nothing from him except that he was allowed a small sti^jend 
by tiie king of Spain, to enable him to live ; and as soon as 
he had proved to Strafford's satisfaction that he maintained 
no traitorous corresp<mdence vrith Spain, he was set at 
large, and allowed to return to his diocese. Thenceforth, 
tiiat is to say, from 1633 to 1639, he was suffered to exer- 
cise his high functions with less constraint. After the 
rising of 1641, he, like another prelate of the period, 
hesitated some time before joining the confederates ; but 
at last, when the lawfulness of a resort to arms for God, 
king, and country, was proclaimed and sanctioned by Hugh 
O'Keilly, archbishop of Armagh, and other bishops, he was 
duly elected a spiritual peer of the supreme council. The 
revolution, thus suddenly effected, placed the Irish Catho- 
lics in possession of many of their ancient churches and cathe- 
drals ; and the bishops lost no time in purifying the sacred 
edifices, and appropriating them to the uses for which they 
were founded. Following the example of the other prelates, 
Walsh reconciled the venerable cathedral of Cashel, 
about the close of 1641 ; and on this memorable occasion he 
was attended by all the clergy and gentry of Munster. who 
shed tears of joy on seeing that glorious monument of their 
faith restored to the Catholics. The grand old temple, 
indeed, had been sadly dilapidated, more than half a cen- 
tury before, by the apostate, Myler Magrath ; but now that 
it was once again in the possession of its true bishop, the 

Ole raised a large sum of money, to enable him to restore 
inilding, as fa^ as might be, to its pristine splendomv 
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ThiR, indeed, was a labour of Ioto with Walsh ; 
lHaving re-erected the altars, and provided all nee 

auirements, he8])ared nopainsin preserving and em 
tie sacred eilifice, where, for the greater part of ti 
ing seven years, he duly performed the functions o 
office. 

Kesumingonr notices of WalsVs connexion witl 
federated Catholicn, we have sufficient evidence 
that he was re^rded as one of the most influentia] 
of that body, from the moment he took the oath c 
tion till its final dissolution. Thus, so early as 164 
him subscribing letters of recommendation, given 1 
preme council to father Hugh de Burgh, when they i 
the latter their agent in the court of Philip 1 V. 
where, doubtless, the name of the archbishop of C 
already well known. In the same year he snbsc 
memorial, praying the pope to make Luke Wa^d 
dinal ; and in that which immediately followed, h 
the genuineness of the copy of Glamorgan's treaty, ^ 
found in the baggage of the archbishop of Tuam, ; 
prelate had been slain. His devotedness to Rinu 
not be questioned ; for, on his arrival, he hastenec 
rick to congratulate him ; and whenever the for 
to Cashel, he was received in the archiepiscoj 
with cordial welcome and unbounded hospitality. 
Walsh was the nunzio*s constant companion, or 
sions when the latter visited Munster; foUowi 
train, as we have already seen, when Limerick 
victory of Benburb, and assisting him with hia 
when he went in person to press the siege of ] 
Such close intimacy could not but ripen into ^ 
lasting friendship ; and we may, therefore, cone 
the nunzio*s appreciation of Walsh's character wi 
as i6 was just. Instead, however, of adopting his 
all occasions, Walsh, on more than one instance 
manliness to dissent from them, nor could he be i 
embrace the non-expediency principles of the ove 
Italian, till the latter, miscalculating his resource 
him of aids from abroad, which eventually never 
came so sparingly that they proved worse tha 
Thus, for example, in the congregation of t! 
at Waterford, in 1646, when articles of peace 
Oimond were discussed, the archbishop of Casl 
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kaye snbecribed them, doubtless as an instalment of larger 
concessions, despite the opposition of the nuncio, had not 
the latter convinced him that subsidies from Borne and 
elsewhere wonld soon come for the equipment of an army, 
whidi, with the assistance of O'Neul^s and Preston's 
troops, would clear Ireland of the king's enemies, and place 
the fatter in a position to restore the churches to his Irish 
Catholic subjects, and cancel all penal statutes atrainst them 
and their faith. This surely is proof that Walsh was 
an independent-minded man, whose judgment could not be 
warped by cringing sycophancy to superior authority. In 
the same spirit, doubtless, and not as one blindly following 
the policy of Rinuccini, he joined the latter in rejecting the 
trace with lord Inchiqum, in 16^, when Ormond's 
creatnres in the supreme council basely allied themselves 
to the man who had changed sides three times, and 
slaughtered the Munster Catholics remorselessly. Some 
bishops, it is true, and the Jesuits especially, were, on this 
occasion, sternly opposed to the nunzio, when he resolved 
to pronounce sentence of oxcommunication against the 
abettors of the truce ; but Walsh, far from coalescing 
with the dissentient prelates, or maintaining the specula- 
tions of the Jesuits regarding the validity of the censures, 
stood by Rinuccini and the truly national party, who, 
instead of compromising themselves, or violating the oath 
of association, resolved to protract the war till they had 
obtained irrefnugable securities for a free parliament, and 
unconditional freedom for their religion. It must be 
acknowledged, however, that Walsh formed one of the 
deputation that waited on lord Ormond when he resumed 
the viceroyalty; and that he then did sign articles of peace 
with that nobleman, in the fullest assurance that he was thus 
Becuring all the concessions which Rinuccini had demanded. 
The latter, who was theii preparing to quit Ireland, waa 
apprized of this fact, and tooK care to record it thus : — 
** The Roman agents, having returned to Ireland, brought 
with them a brief, which the pope addressed to the Irish 
prelates ; and, without mentioning the matter to me, they 
gave out that, as papal briefs have monitory power, they, 
the bishops, were bound to pay more respect to such docu- 
ments than to the nunzio. By means of this most crafty 
and diabolical device, they succeeded in bringing to Kil* 
kennj three of the most scrupulous of them, namely, th» 
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archbishop of Cashel, and the bishops of Waterford and 
Emly. He of Emly, however, on being made aware of the 
fraud that was alK>at to be practised, contrived to escape, 
as he lodged in the suburbs ; but as for the other two, who 
slept in the city, they were detained, and had to subscribe, 
in order to complete the required number of signatures." 
In extenuation of this must imprudent act, it may be 
allege<l that Walsh fancied he was thus realizing tho 
nunzio^s requirements— full security for the free exercise of 
religion, retention of the churches and their revenues— all 
of which were duly guaranteed by lord Ormond ; but be 
that as it may, he discovered, when too late, that the 
viceroy sot no value on treaties or sti^mlations with the 
Irish Catholics. Indeed, so grievously pained was Waldi 
by this momentary defection, that he soon afterwards asked 
and obtained absolution from the censures. At length, 
when the confederation was virtually broken up by 
Ormondes astuteness, and when the last representatives of 
that body impeached the viceroy's insincerity in the mani- 
festo which they issued from the Franciscan convent of 
Jamestown, Walsh, although absent from the meeting, did 
concur in the views and sentiments of the patriotic prelates 
The meeting took place on the 6th of August, 1650 ; but on 
the 23rd of tlie same month, Walsh, with other five bishops 
then in Gal way, subscribed the aforesaid instrument, m 
which Ormond was denounced as an implacable enemy to 
the Catholics. Having thus glanced at the principal inci- 
dents in what may be termed Walsh's religio-political life, 
we will now direct our regards to some of its more interest- 
ing phases connected with his episcopal functions. One of 
the archbishop's cherished projects was to repair the various 
churches of his diocese, which, during the two preceding 
reigns, had been sadly dila])idated, and turned to profane 
uses. For this end he spared neither money nor labour; 
for, indeed, like Rinucciui, he desired nothing more than 
to see the ritual of the Church carried out in all its splen* 
dour. We have already mentioned that he reconciled the 
cathedral of Cashel, and it is worth knowing that he per- 
formed the same ceremony over again on the 13th July, 
1648, after Inchiquin's troops had sacrilegiouvsly pillaged 
and defiled that most noble monument of Irish piety and 
art. In less than two years afterwards, however, the 
archbishop had to deplore the fatal final fall of the 
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md old edifice into hands of anti-Catholics, for then, 

a — 

** Tbd creedlesa, heartless, murderous robber came ; 
And nerer since that time 
Round its torn altars burned the sacred flame, 
Or rose th^ chant sublime.** 

kving thus exerted himself to the utmost in prosecuting 
a laudable design, Walsh's next care was to provide for 
i education of his flock ; and so intent was ne on this, 
it he gave the Jesuits a considerable sum, part of which 
M contributed by Brigid, countess of Kildare, in order 
it they might found a large seminary in the city of 
shel. This money, however, was subsequently lent to 
) nunzio, to enable him to recruit Owen O'Neiil's army, 
*er the rejection of the peace with lord Ormond, by the 
igregation of the clergy in Waterford ; but, although it 
A refunded afterwards, the unhappy state of Ireland 
evented the Jesuits from carrying out the archbishop's 
ble intentions. In short, no other prelate could have 
)oured more zealously for the well-being of the people 
mmitted to his pastoral care ; for, indeed, the grand aim 
his whole life was to provide them with everything that 
lid conduce to their eternal and temporal prosperity. 
rhat this was the ruling principle of his life, there can 
no doubt ; for we are told by one who was personally 
^uainted with him, that his last ^jublic act was to con- 
ne a synod 4)f the clergy in Limerick, about the close of 
49, when Cromwell's success at Drogheda and Wexford 
lifled all Ireland, in order to impress upon them that 
By should stand by the people to the last extremity, 
uring all their vicissitudes, and encouraging them, by 
»rd and example, to remain true to their faith. For 
ne time previous to the siege of Limerick, Walsh had to 
aceal himself in the woods; but on the approach of 
itoB, he fixed his abode in the city, where he remained 
[ it surrendered. By what means he contrived to effect 
I escape thence we know not, but it ia certain, that, after 
bving Limerick, he lay concealed for some time in the 
lage of Ballygriffin, where he was arrested, on the 4th 
nuary, 1652. He was then removed, under escort, to 
9 prison of ClonmeL The hardships he had to endure in 
d last-named place were truly appalling ; for, as we can 
idily imagine, the merciless ruritans had no commisera- 
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tion for tbe anfferings and priTations of a GafhoBe wiA 
bi-shop. In the same jail there was then a lar^ number a 
]>rie8t8, awaiting deportation to the West Indian colonies 
and as they were not allowed to officiate, they contrived ti 
have the holy Eucharist broogfat clandestinely into tb 
prison, where they and Walsh had it dispensed to them a 
often as they could elude the vigilance of their keepen 
Withal, there was some deference shown to him b^ th 
Cromwellian authorities, for they offered to set hun i 
large, on condition that he ple(|ged his word to neve 
resume his efMscopal functions. Every instinct of his heai 
was now reyoltea ; and scomins to act the hirelings an 
flee, while the wolf, with bloody fangs, waa ravening th 
fold, he, at once, without a moment's hesitation, rejects 
the overture. Thinking that they might, perhaps, buccm 
in forcing him to subscribe their cooditiona by remorin 
him to another jail, the authorities sent him to the priso 
of Waterford, about the middle of July, 1652, where h 
was kept in close confinement till October of the yei 
following. But all their devices failing to shake his resolo 
tion, he was at last suffered to take his departure fo 
Sixain. Broken in health and spirits, the illustrious pn 
late reached Corunua about the middle of November, 1652 
and, after a few days' repose, he set out for Compostells 
M'here the superior of the Irish seminary had made pre 
parations for his reception. Surrounded by all the comrort 
which compassionating hearts could provide, he now foun 
a temporary solace in the society of his compatriots, an 
the respectful attentions of the archbishop of OomposteUf 
But the hand of sickness pressed heavily upon him, and h 
knew that his dissolution was ra])idly approaching. Durin 
the entire six months after his arrival in Compostella, he la 
stretched on a bed of pain, worn down by old age and tb 
hard trials through which he had passed, and, worst of al 
by the terrible consciousness that his country and h( 
religion were now in tlie power of the fanatical Puritani 
How wonderful were God*s designs in relation to this grei 
archbishop ! In childhood, he came to Compostella to fiu 
book and board in the house which charity had assigned i 
his uncle, an aged ]:>relate, expatriated for his steadfastnei 
to the faith ; and now, at the close of a long career, l 
came asaia to the same place, a tottenn^ old man, seekin 
■hospitsdity, and a grave in ibft lax-lasxiddL cAd(2&ft^i\.^'^ 
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bis earliest and best preceptor lay moalderine. Indeed, 
Walsh's life» spanning as it did more than half a century, 
and taking in some of the most memorable facts recorded 
in the chequered pages of his country's history, may b« 
justly regarded as one of the most varied and even if id of 
the times in which he lived, when every Irishman, in his 
high position, might be said to have had an individuality, 
singularly decided and remarkable. 

Father St. Leger, a Jesuit, to whom he was particularly 
attached, remained at his bedside throughout his last illness, 
tending him with filial affection, carefully noting down all 
the incidents of the sick chamber, and ministering all aids, 
■piritoal and temporal, till the illustrious exile resigned his 
soul to GkKl, on the 4th of May, 1654 The faithful Jesuit^ 
tme to his memory even after he had passed away, has 
given ns an admirable memoir of the archbishop, from 
which we take the following account of the honours that 
were bestowed on his mortal remains : — 

" He was translated, as we may piously believe, from 
earth to heaven, and buried in a distinguished place in the 
ehnrch dedicated to the glorious apostle of Spain. His 
obsequies were performed with the greatest splendour and 
piety, the archbishop of Compostella and the chapter of his 
cathedral defraying all expenses. The canons and all the 
religions orders of the city attended the funeral, and so 
did all the secular clergy and people of Compostella. In 
fact, such was the high estimation in which the deceased 
archbishop's memory was held, that the populace vied with 
each other in their efforts to get a sight of his corse, or 
touch it with their hands. You might see crowds kissing 
his hands and feet, nay, laying their rosaries and handker- 
chiefs on his remains. Each and every of tbem gave ex- 
pression to their feelings, thus — * Thrice happy city and 
church, wherein the relics of so great a bishop, exile, and 
confessor, lie interred !' " We know not whether there is 
any inscription to mark the place where he slee]:)s, in that 
old temple of St. James, the goal of so many a pilgrimage in 
the ages of faith; but, at all events, the goolSt Leger^ 
hoping that tfie tomb of such a great archbishop would not 
remain noteless, has left us in the following epitaph, a 
veritable epitome of a grand life ; — 
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EXILIUM . LATEBRAS . IMCOXMODA . DAMNA . PIBICU 

VIKCLAQUE . PRO . VERA . BELIGIONE . TULI 

ILLA . TUUSSE . MEI . SUNT . ORMAMENTA . SEPULGHBI 

NOBIUUII . TITULIS . OMNIBUS . ILLE . MIHI . EST 

C(ETERA . NIL . FACIUMT . SUNT . NOMINA . TANA . LEQATU 

IN . TITUU . MARMORE . MULTA . TUU 

EXILIUM . TERRA . EST . (XELUM . MIHI . PATRIA . CaLUM 

MOUTB.PETO.EXILU .ET.TERMINUS. ILU.ICEI 



CHAPTER IV. 

Among the more important peraonafpes yo e e nted to t 
nunzio immet^tely alter his arrival u Kilkenny, wmi t 
confederate lonl GAanoellor, who held his court in tbatcit 
and there adjudicated on all caosee, civil and orimin 
indejiendently of the innreme counciL The individoal w 
then filled that high office was John, bishop of Clonfa 
and subsequently archbishop of Toam, who, as we shall M 
was destined to occupy a distinguish^ place in the histo 
of hi8 countrv during some of its most eventful phases. 

John de Burgh, whose father descended from a joni 
branch of the noble house of that name, was bom ne 
Clout uskert, in 15d0, and, with his younger brother Hue 
received the rudiments of his education from adistiuguiiw 
teacher named O'MuUally, who resided under the paten 
roof till his pupils had acquired considerable knowledge 
Greek and Latin. The two brothers, it would appear, h 
determineil, while yet mere striplings, to embrace the eoc 
siastical profession, and they accordingly set out for t 
continent Home time in 1614, Hugh proceeding to Lonvai 
where he took the Franciscan habit in St Anthony's, a 
John to Lisbon, where he was entered of the Irish secuj 
college. Singularly remarkable for his talents and appli< 
tion, John made ra])id proficiency in his studies ; and in t 
course of six or seven years attained the highest academit 
distinction ; so much so, that he was elected by his 8U| 
riors to go to the great school of Evora, and there, accoi 
ing to usage prevalent at the time, publish a challenge inv 
iug the learned men of the latter place to dispute with h: 
a thesis comprising the whole body of tiieology, civil k 
eanon law. At the close of three days' trial, the Lrish d 
putAut WOB crowned with liono^na, uniOL VSckssa x^toxned 
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liBlx)!!, bringii^ with him magniloquent attestations of his 
extensive leanung; duly sealed and snbscribed by the pro- 
fessors of Evora. Haying completed his studies, he was 
ordained priest when he attained his twenty-fourth year, 
and then set out for Salamanca, where he disputed another 
thesis, so clerkly and so much to the admiration of the 
erudite of that famous university, that they one and all 
pronounced him habilis ad docendum, and conferred upon 
nim the degree of doctor in divinity, fletumingto Ireland 
about 1624, the young priest found that his pedagogue 
had abjured the faith and turned Protestant, why or where- 
fore he knew not ; but their relations to each other beine 
now reversed, 0*Mullally submitted to instruction, and 
owned himself vanquished by his former pupil, who had 
the satisfaction of rescuing the old man from heresy, and 
Anointing his eyes before they were closed in death. After 
labouriuff two years as a simple missionary in his native 
diocese, Boetius Egan, bishop of Elphin, wrote to Rome, 
recommending De Burgh as a fit and proper person for the 
iipostolic- vicariate of Clonfert, then about to be vacated by 
lliomas Egan, a Dominican ; and in the year 1627,' the 
lioly see replied to the bishop, empowering him to confer 
that dignity on his friend. In this new function De Burgh 
toiled assiduously for the people C9mmitted to his charge, 
woA as far as in him lay supplied to some extent the want 
of a bishop, for the see of Clonfert had not been provided 
witii one since the death of its late chief pastor, O'Farrell, 
who died within the Spanish lines during the siege of Kin- 
■ale. De Burgh's promotion to the apostolic-vicariate took 
place during the deputyship of lord Falkland, who, as we 
have seen, being constantly haunted by the apprehension 
of '* foreign invasion," allowed the Catholics hardly any 
rest. Indeed, his hired spies and informers were ever on 
the track of bishops and priests ; and the sheriffs of coun- 
ties, whom he appointed, were ever willing to persecute 
the professors c^ the old faith, in order to aggrandize their 
own fortunes, and advance their preferment. De Burgh was 
well aware of this ; and notwithstanding dark hints thrown 
out by the deputy, questioning his loyalty, he was wise 
and fortunate enough to keep clear of tibe many toils that 
were spread for him. On the accession of lord Strafford, 
however, his anxiety for the proprietors of the soil involved 
him in great difficulties, for he mado himself peculiarly 
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objectionable to the rapacious viceroy, by oppom 
as he could, the projected confiscation of Connaug 
crown. Again, when the parliament of 1634 was su 
he exerted all his influence with the Catholic ] 
urging them to resist the gigantic scheme of i 
which was then contemplated, under the pretext c 
ing into defective titles ; and so enra^;ed was Str 
hearing this, that he lost no time in issuine wai 
De Burgh's arrest. The vicar-apostolic, nowe^ 
many of his clere^ ai^d people, found safe shelt 
woods, where he lay concealed till Strafford's rec 
zeal and energy in those distracted times raised I 
and more in the estimation of the bishop of El 
earliest patron ; and when the latter applied to 
apj)oint a bishop to the vacant see of Glonfert, he 
in his letters that he knew none so worthy of t 
as John de Burgh. Rome ap})roved, and despat 
bulls of consecration, on the 16th of October, 164] 
About half a mile north of the Slieve Aughty 
the confines of the county Clare, stood the mon 
Kinalehan, founded by the De Burghs for Francisc 
after the order came to Ireland, ft was a lonelj 
eluded spot; and, indeed, none could have been fou 
suited for quiet and retirement from the busy woi 
lords of Clanricarde had a special affection for 1 
monastery, which they endowed sufficiently with 
fields and goodly orchards ; and when it la^xsc 
crown in queen Elizabeth's time, earl Richard, { 
of Kinsale, purchased it from the grantee, and n 
to the friars. The mother of this Richard, Marg 
alien, of the house of Arundel, was, like her son, 
beneficent to the recluses ; and, owing to her dev 
protection, the buildings were kept in repair, i 
inmates screened from scathe, for many a year 
decease. Church and cloister were all perfect on 
of May, 1642 ; and a large assemblage, among w 
Ulick, fifth earl of Clanricarde, was then gathen 
the sacred precincts, to witness the consecration 
bishop of Clonfert. Mala«;hy O'Queely, archl 
Tuam, assisted by Egan, bishop of Elphin, and O'l 
of Killaloe, performed the solemn ceremony; a 
that evening's san went do'^n, tVife "asv^VjJaoxxriu^ b 
nil ablaze with fires, Et by tiiie ]^e&£8iai\»r^ SsLVofu 
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gnmd event The see so long yacant had found a pastor, 
and the mitre of Qonfert rested on the head of one in 
-whose veins ran the blood of the ancient conquerors and 
lords of Connanght. 

In obedience to the summons of the Irish primate, pre- 
Bidipg at the general assembly of Inshops and priests at 
Kilkenny, in the very month of his consecration, John, 
bishop of Clonfert, subscribed the ordinances there agreed 
upon for prosecuting war against the parliament ; and, in- 
deed, he thenceforth resided almost constantly in the chief 
city of the confederates, where he assisted David Bothe, 
then in his seventy-second year, and in some respects 
unable to discharge episcopid functions. Age, literary 
toil, and unremitting exertions to complete a work, which, 
alas, was not destined to see the light, had so impaired the 
health of the learned prelate of Ossory, that he was hardly 
able to venture abroad or visit his cathedral ; but in John 
of Clonfert he found a willing and energetic helper, who 
represented him at all the grand functions solemnized in 
St. Canice's, where he was very constantly engaged con- 
firming and ordaining. Towards the close of 1643, the 
bishop of Clonfert was elected a spiritual peer of the 
■upreme council ; and in the following year, when that body 
resolved on erecting a separate court for transacting the 
civil and criminal business of the kingdom, they appointed 
him its president, with the title of chancellor, thus recog- 
nizing his extennive knowledge of jurisprudence and fitness 
for a position of such great responsibility. Nor did they 
hH to mark their appreciation of his brother Hugh, then a 
distinguished member of the Franciscan order ; for they 
elected him, about the same time, out of many others, to 
go to the court of the Netherlands, with full powers to act 
M their agent and representative. 

' Meanwhile, the bishop of Clonfert, notwithstanding the 
duties he had to discharge in Kilkenny, looked well to the 
administration of his own diocese ; and in the course of a 
very short time after his elevation to the see, had the 
happiness of reforming many abuses inseparable from the 
state of the times, and doing much for the spiritual and 
temporal prosperity of his flock. He caused many of the 
churches to be repaired, and supplied with the necessary 
requiremente, presided at synods of his clergy, and strove 
§ojuM utmost to promote the eduoa^on ol ^ ^^^"o^^. ^5ak 
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repniation in the ooancil of tlie confederates stood hi 
particularly so with that section of it which was i 
nately biaased in favour of lord Ormond ; but altht 
did not, by any overt act^ approve the policy of the 
he nevertheless gave indioatu>n that he womd not 
adapting it in preference to what were termed 
metuuru. This will be easily acooonted for, whei 
member that lord Clanricarde maintained strict nc 
during the early progress of the confederates, and. 
may suppose, iunaenced the action of his kinsman. 

He had now been three years in possession of tb 
Clonfert when the archbishopric of Tnam fell vi 
the death of O'Queely, slain as we have already de^ 
and no sooner was this event si^^nified to the i 
council than they, without consultmg the primate 
other metropolitaii, as was their custom, rcicommei 
Bur^h as a nt person to succcnmI the deceased prelate 
this important business was submitted to the nuns 
was then in Kilkenny, he, although deprecatinj|r tl 
of the supreme council to meddle in such matters, 
privileges claimed by the English crown notwithsi 
wrote at once to &ome a dUuted recoramendatioi 
Burgh, whom he described as a man ** of honest vie' 
in speech, and suffering from au attack in the eyet 
might ultimately damage his sight." In the same 1 
bore ample testmiony to the fitness of Hugh, the 
brother, whom he had met at Paris, stating that *' 
a man of greater energy and activity, whose non 
was simply meant to reflect honour on the already 
crated." 

In the interval between this contemplated trans! 
the see of Tuam and the rejection of lord Ormond 
by the synod at Waterford, in 1646, it would appc 
the nunzio had no firmer friend or more active ] 
than the bishop of Clonfert. In fact, of all the 
who declared against the viceroy's overtures, n 
nounced them with greater vehemence than De Bur^ 
that nothing might oe wanting to convince the ni 
his hostility to lord Ormond, and the terms the lat 
posed, he subscribed the condemnation of all the 
of said peace, and took his place as spiritual peer 
Mupreme council which was elected in August of tl: 
BAid yeoTm At that tame the axQ'^\^o'gn5^Ql*l:<( 
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atOl vacant, and the nnnzio was, if possfble, more anxious 
for De Burgh's translation. In fact, he urged the holy see 
to lose no time in sanctioning it ; for, just about the time 
of the Waterford assembly he wrote to Kome — '*That he 
had nothing more to say concerning the church of Tuam 
save that six months' experience of the bishop of Clonfert 
had convinced him that he deserved promotion." There 
was, however, a difficulty in the way ; for the grand duke 
of Tuscany had written to the nnnzio, praying him to 
bestow the vacant see on father Nicholas Donnellan, an 
Augustine friar, and provincial of his order in Austria ; 
but however much disposed Rinuccini might have been to 
oblige a sovereign in whose court his own relations held 
high office, he declined iuterfering in behalf of Donnellan, 
alleging, in answer to the duke^s request, that the arch- 
bishopric had already been given to some one of the many 
for whom interest had been made at Kome. In justice to 
the nnnzio, it must be admitted that he used his influence 
with the holy see for Clonfert's promotion ; and he was ac- 
oordingly translated to the archbishopric of Tuam early in 
April, 1646. The announcement of this fact was hailed 
with joy by the clergy and people of Connaught, all of 
whom entertained a high opinion of the talents and piety 
of the new archbishop, whom we shall henceforth designate 
by his proper title — John of Tuam. 

After being duly inducted to the archbishopric, his Hrst 
care was to restore, as far as the revenues of his see en- 
abled him, the ancient cathedral of St. Mary, which had 
suffered great dilapidation during the intrusion of the 
Protestants, who, to accommodate the small congregation 
they either forced or bribed to assemble there, nad com- 
pletely destroyed the architectural symmetry of its once 
oeantiful interior. The archbishop, indeed, spared no ex- 
pense or labour in re-erecting the altars, and replacing the 
sacred furniture which had been carried off by the Anglican 
prelates ; and as soon as he had completed this portion of 
nis work, he turned his attention to the archiepiscopal 
palace, which he rebuilt sumptuously from the foundations. 
Hard by the cathedral, on the gospel side of the grand altar, 
■tood the sacellum or oratory, in which the relics of St. 
Jarlath were venerated for many an age ; but when heresy 
found its way to Tuam, it was unroofed, and stripped of 
all its votive offerings. Fortunately, however, the relica 
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were preserved ; and the archbishop had the satiaftolioii si 
seeinfK them once more dejKMited in their ancient resting* 
place, which he took care to restore to something like ill 
former splendour. Indeed, it would be impossible to tind, 
in the history of the Irish hierarchy, aAy firdate worthier 
of appreciation than this archbishop of Tuain ; for we havt 
it on the authority of one who enjoyed his intimate §/> 
quaintance, in prosperity as well as adversity, that he en* 
pended the entire revenue of his see in works of publio 
utility. His hospitaUty was unbounded ; and his taste for 
books, of which lie made a vast collection, with the view 
of founding an extensive library in Tuam, was so notorioiNi 
that bibliopolists from France and Belgium found in him 
a ready and generous purchaser of the valuable woiks 
which then issued from the press of those countriea. Aa 
enthusiastic admirer of the Jesuits, he advanced them a 
large sum for maintaining a seminary which they erected 
in Galway, and in the same city hs built for fdmself a 
stately residence three store3rs high. As the see of Cloii* 
fert was now vacant, the archbishop was desirous of hav- 
ing it conferred on his brother Hugh, in preference to 
AV alter Lynch, vicar-capitular of Tuam ; but as the latter 
was strongly recommended by the nunzio, his competitor, 
as may be BU])i>o8ed, had little or no chance of successL 
Indeed, the nunzio at this moment did not conceal his dis- 
like of the aspirant or of the archbishop himself ; for he 
described them both as ** hot-headed, and wisliing to have 
everything their own way;*' and the same letter which 
conveyed this intelligence to Home, represented that it 
would be unwise to have '*two brothers collated to the 
two best dioceses in the province ;" and that the newly-ap- 
pointed archbishop of Tuam was ** the most unmanageable 
and refractory of all the Irish prelates with whom he (the 
nunzio) had to deal." ** He blames me," wrote the latter, 
'*for recommending Lynch, and what is worse, he blames 
another who is superior to us all.'' In this divergence of 
opinion respecting the fitness of Hugh for the see of Clon- 
fert, originated that mutual antipathy which thenceforth 
ii\iluenceil the nunzio and the archbishop in their relations 
to each other. As for the latter, his enemies were wont to 
say he was a mere creature of the nunzio as long as the 
see of Tuam remained vacant ; but that, on attaining the 
object of hia ambitioQi he caxed U.tUa toe the jjjeraon who 
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bad been instrumental in elevating him. Trae or false as 
such allegations may have been, a crisis was now fast ap- 
proaching when those two high dignitaries were to meet face 
to face in the council of l£e confederates, where, as we 
shall see, they differed in their views of polity, and parted 
"unfriends." Let us state summarily the causes which 
brought about such sad and lamentable results. 

During the entire of the year 1647, the confederate 
armies were singularly unsuccessful in the field ; and as most 
of the expeditions which proved so disastrous had been 
undertaken at the instigation of the nunzio, the blame and 
censure, always inseparable from failure, were unsparingly 
thrown upon him. The attempt to seize Dublin, whicn 
was saved by the want of accord between the confederate 
generals, was attributed to the nunzio's overweening ambi- 
tion ; and to thwart him still more, the Catholic clergy 
withm the walls of the metropolis had subscribed a protest 
against his proceedings. Then came the fatal battle of 
Trim, in which Preston^ fine army was utterly routed by the 
forces under Jones, the parliament general, to whom lord 
Ormond had surrendered the city ; and, as it were to crown 
all these, reverses, lord Inchiquin had taken Cashel, Callan, 
and Fethard, and beaten the Munster army, under Taafie, 
on the field of Cnoc-na-noss, where Colkitto, alias Alaster 
MacDonald, was cruelly assassinated after he bad been 
made prisoner. To heighten still more this appalling state 
of affairs, there was a great scarcity of money throughout 
the couniay ; and as agriculture had been neglected, famine, 
with its attendant train of horrors, threatened to sweep 
away the remnant of the population. No one, indeed, was 
more sensibly aware of this than the nunzio himself ; but 
he counted on supplies of money and munitions from 
abroad, and on the support of Owen O'Neill's army, which, 
being entirely devoted to his views, would, as he thought, 
aooner or later, retrieve all losses, and place him and the 
clergy once more in the ascendent. The supreme council of 
the confederates, however, thought otherwise, and could see 
no remedy for the wretched state of the country, except in 
making peace with Inchiquin, and gaining him over to their 
interests. A meeting was accordingly held at Kilkenny, 
to deliberate the preliminaries of this business ; and it was 
then resolved that French, bishop of Ferns, and Nicholas 
Plonket, should proceed to Rome with all possible haste, 
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and snbmit to Innocent X. a report on tbe nnhappj^ condi- 
tion of Ireluid, and a memorial, praying his liolmess to 
expedite the supplies which the nnnzio had already promised 
in his name. Meanwhile, the spiritual and temporal peen, 
together with the representatives of the lower house, had 
been summoned to Kilkenny, on the 23rd of April, IM, 
to discuss the measures already taken to forward the cean- 
tion, and to effect, if possible, a union of Inchiqnin's army 
with that of the confederates, that both might act in con- 
cert against the parliamentarians. Before proceeding, hov- 
ever, to the house of assembly, fourteen of the bishops mel 
in the nunzio's residence, and there, after examining the 
proposed treaty, a large majority pronounced that ''as it 
gave no certain guarantee for the free and open exerdse of 
the Catholic religion, and total abolition of all penal enact- 
ments against Catholics, they could not in conscience sab- 
scribe it." Among those who condemned the cessation 
was John of Tuam ; and his conduct on this occasioii 
astonished the nunzio, for he had already signed the in- 
structions given by the supreme council to the conums- 
sioners whom they em|X)wered to treat with Inchiquin. 

Strange, however, and inconsistent as it may appear, 
John of Tuam afterwards subscribed the articles of the 
cessation, and adonted the policy of the party opposed to 
the nunzio, justifying himself in a public instrument, 
which set forth **that he never repudiated the agreement 
with Inchiquin, but only certain clauses of it, which were 
subsequently altered and amended." The majority of the 
bishops, indeed, was with the nunzio ; but of the eight who 
opposed him, the most conspicuous and formidable was the 
archbishop of Tuam, whose influence was duly appreciated 
by the adnerents of lord Ormond. 

Exasperated by the conduct of the supreme council, and 
apprehensive of his personal safety, the nunzio quitted 
Kilkennv soon after the cessation had been concluded, and 
betook himself to Maryborough, where Owen O'Neill's 
army lay encamped, in order to devise some measure 
which might, perhaps, crush the Ormondists, and prevent 
all good Catholics from marching under the banners of the 
perfidious Inchiquin and the temporizing Preston. Both 
nad vowed eternal hostility to O^Neill and the nunzio him- 
self; but surely in this hour of their direst extremity, holy 
Church lacked not weapon wYiexem^YL \a «ess^i^hsc o^i^^res- 
BorSf and protect her truest c^i&tn\A.on&\ 
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On the 7th of May, 1648, gronps of tiie citizens of Kil- 
kenny might be seen collected in front of St. Canice's, 
readine an ominous broad sheet, which had been hung out, 
early uutt momins, on the grand gate of the cathedral, by 
Massan, dean of Fermo, and aumtor to the nunzio. Its 
purport was plain and intelligible to the humblest capacity ; 
it was sentence of excommunication and interdict, fulmi- 
nated from Kilmeeu, by the nunzio, against all abettors 
of the truce with luchiquin, and the members of the 
supreme council who had brought about that fatal compact. 
The interdict forbade the opening of the churches, as well 
M the celebration of the divine mysteries, in all cities, 
towns and Tillages, which submitted to the peace ; and all 
bishops and priests were commanded to proclaim this ordi- 
nance throughout the kingdom, chaplains of regiments 
bcdng specially ordered to read it aloud in the camps for the 
soldiers serving under their respective generals. 

The first consequence of this measure was quick deser- 
tion from Preston's ranks to the standard of O'Neill, for 
such of the troops of the former as were not " excommu* 
nication proof *' quitted the Leinster general's camp, and 
went over in detachments to that of the northern chieftain, 
who had sworn fealty to the nunzio, and war to the last 
extremity with the allies of Inchiquin. The supreme 
oonncU, indeed, had good reason to dread O'Neill, who, 
with his army, was within twentv-four hours' march of 
Kilkenny, and they accordingly despatched letters under 
their great seal, beseeching him to disregard the censures ; 
bat^ to the consternation of the messenger, the Ulster 
general, after perusing the document, flung it into the fire, 
contemptuously, and commanded the bearer, if he valued 
life, to quit his camp with all possible speed — "Return," 
said he, "to Elilkenny, and tell your masters of the su- 
preme conncily that I regard them as violators of the oath 
of association, enemies to God and man, and justly smote by 
the sword of holy Church.'* 

The supreme council, however, and the abettors of the 
peace, looked on the censures in a different light, alleging 
that the nunzio had not jurisdiction to proceed to such 
lengths ; and in order to quiet the conscience of the po[)u- 
laoe, the^ interposed an appeal to Home, pending the 
examination of which, as they gave out, the excommimica- 
Ibod and interdict must neoeaaanV^ \»q XL\iX\, «xA ^V "of^ 
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eir<M:t. Some of the bishops, and they were the in 
maintained this view of the case, oud John of 
esijccially, with two of his saffragans, resolved to t 
•eutenco as uncanonical, and utterly unjostiiiabl 
indeed, made no secret of his resistance to the nun 
when Clanricanle consulted him about levying t 
act againnt O^Neill, he quashed his lordship's scruf 
persuaded him that he was iustiiied in marching 
the man who professed his readiness to maintain the 
of the censures at the sword's point, as became a i 
devoted s«jldier of the Church. Notwithstanding 
position which the ceusures encountered from the dii 
i)iHho{)e and lay chiefs in the supreme council, tl 
faithfully observed in many of the towns, but : 
more so than in Galway, where the nunzio tarri 
time before quitting the Irish shores. In that cii 
ever, John of Tuam, with one of his suffragantf i 
friars of the discalced Carmelites, preached oi>enlj 
the nunzio's authority and interdict, but the may 
den, and populace were all on the side of the latte: 
thoy esteemed highly for his many excellent charac 
of head and heart. The archbishop, however, per 
in his resistance, caused the doors of the collegiati 
to be forced open, and there officiated publicly, de 
remonRtranccs. This appeared to the nunzio so h 
crime, that he charged his confessor to set out foi 
and re]>ort the whole affair to the i)OTie ; snggcstin| 
same time, that John of Tuam should be cited to t 
See, to answer for his conduct. Another infringe 
the nunzio's authority was also laid to his charge, ii 
as he had celebrated, in the church of the Carmelil 
refused to observe the censures, and were excommi 
by the nimzio, in a full congregation of eight bisli 
thirty theologians, assembled within the walls of tl 
Hoping to remedy this sad perplexity, the nui 
deavoured to convene a synod m Galway, but Cla 
and Inchiquin, acting for the supreme council, inti 
the bishops on the way, and then laid siege to th 
which, after caf)itulating, was obliged to contribute 
subsidy, in retaliation for its devotedness to the nui 
rejection of the cessation. 
In the midst oi tVna we\ten.T\^ c«td\»\ci\v, Erei 
Plunket reached Kilkenny, on ^SSaaii T^\»\atL\xOTjL^ 
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former bringing with him the pallium for John of Tnam, 
and both cnarged with letters from the pope to the bishops 
of Ireland. Before they had time, however, to commimi- 
cate to the supreme council the result of their mission, they 
learnt that Massari had been imprisoned on three distinct 
charges, namely, publishing the censures, intercepting let- 
ters addressed to the spiritual and temporal peers, and 
capturing a ship belonging to the archduke, Leopold of 
Belgium, while he, Hassan, was entering the harbour of 
Waterford, on his return from Italy. French felt sorely 
hart at this stem proceeding of the supreme council, and 
lost no time in securing the sympathies of the archbishop 
of Tuam for the nunzio's auditor, who was indebted for his 
liberation to their united exertions, a fact of which he sub- 
sequently lost all remembrance, for as French pithily 
remarked — ** ScivU beneficium sumere, et reddere ne«civ'ity^* 
or, in other words, he proved himself dead to all sense of 
gratitude. 

But at this juncture the state of the country was truly 
appalling, rent as it was between two conflicting factions, 
one maintaining the nunzio*s censures, and the other insist- 
ing on the ** cessation" with Inchiquin. ** Altar," says 
French, an ocular witness, " was arrayed against altar, the 
clergy inveighing against each other, and the bishops and 
best theologians in the land maintaining different views of 
the validity of the censures. As for the populace, they 
hardly knew what side to take, or what guide to follow, for 
in one church they heard the advocates of the censures pro- 
claim, * Christ is here,' and in another, * He is not titer e,^ 
but here with us who stand by the dissentient bisho] s, and 
the api)eal to Eome against the nunzio's conduct." The 
latter, indeed, imputed the blame of all this to John of 
Tuam, and made an ineffectual attempt to show him how 
much he detested his conduct in aiding any compact with 
Inchiquin. 

Anticipating the arrival of French, and knowing that he 
-was bearer of the pallium to John of Tuam, the nunzio 
despatched a letter m cipher to his secretary, then in Dun- 
cannon fort, telling him to inform the bishop that he was 
not to deliver the archiepiscopal insignia till he had first 
communicated personally with him, the nunzio, then in 
CtsHwBy. That there might be no m\aV;>kfe m 'Oo^s* ^^^^^ 
nuUter, the eecrebturv was further mstrxxctfevi Vi\<^^N^ ^^^^ 
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of the letter, deciphered, with the chaplam of the fort, in 
case he himself might be absent when French landed ; and, 
relying on the faitnful discharge of this order, the nnnao 
flattered himself that John of Tuam would be deprived d 
that sacred badge without which he could merely snbscrilN 
himself archbisnop decU Whether the secretary or chap* 
lain ever communicated this message to French does not 
appear, but it is certain that the latter carried out the 
instructions he had received- at Rome, and accordiodj 
delivered the pallium to John, archbishop of Toam, in tiu 
cathedral of Kilkenny, on the 26th of August, 1648, tiif 
condition of the times dispensing, we may presume, will 
the law usually observed ot conferring it in the metropoK 
tan's own church, or at least within his province. Be that ai 
it ma^, the nunzio was thwarted, and the partizans of tb 
archbisbop rejoiced at beholding him so honoured by tb 
holy see. 

Early in February, 1648, just as the nunzio was waitioj 
in Gill way bay for a fair wind to waft him from the unhapp; 
laud, where, to use his own expression, '* the sun is haral. 
ever seen," lord Ormond returned to Ireland to resume th 
viceroyalty, and orcjanizc the scattered forces of the coi 
federates against tlio parliamentarians. As soon as hi 
arrival was made itnown, J(»lin of Tuam, accom])anied b 
the bishop of Ferns, waited on him at Carrick, and invite 
him to proceed without delay to Kilkenny, to enter on h 
new government. The viceroy graciously assented to th 

Eroposal, and gave orders for a detachment of Inchiquin 
eretic troops to garrison the castle of Kilkenny, where, o 
his arrival a few days afterwards, he dissolved the old coi 
federation, and set about preparing for the coming campaigi 
With his usual craft, Ormond thought it expedient to retai 
some of the bishops in his council ; and when John of Tuai 
and French of Ferns were proposed, they were duly swon 
but on the distinct understanding that they were to sin 
their episcopal titles, and subscribe themselves in the 
proper name and surname. This, indeed, seems to ha^ 
been an undignified compromise ; for it must be borne J 
mind that Ormond, on this occasion, guaranteed tiie ope 
exercise of the Catholic religion, ]iossession of the churcn 
with their revenues, and many other advantages contingei 
on the success that miebt be ac\tLfeNfe^ \>^ V>tv^ CI^^qI 
forces. None of these tning^ -weie ex^x^aaVj TCL^\sl^^LQ\^^ 
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the viceroy in any of his former treaties ; and the nonzio, 
writing from Rouen, attributed these ample coucessions ''to 
the censures,'' which, said he, ''so terrified the bishops 
and laity, that they resolved to secure all they could, and 
make terms which should be irrevocable. *' 

The articles of this peace between Ormond and the pre- 
lates were ratified by Charles II. at the Hague, in March, 
1649 ; but the faithless monarch, after his Irish forces had 
been beaten by Cromwell at Drogheda, Wexford, and else- 
where, basely truckling to the Scotch covenanters, recalled 
all concessions made in favour of the Catholics, and de- 
clared the act of his lieutenant in that regard null. The 
Irish bishops now found that Ormond was not to be trusted, 
many of them believing that he had counselled the king to 
violate his royal word so solemnly pledged, and they, there- 
fore, assembled at Jamestown, about the beginning of 
August, 1650, and decreed that they would reconstruct the 
>ld confederacy, and thenceforth hold themselves indepen- 
dent of the viceroy, whom they now regarded as an enemy 
to themselves and their religion. This declaration was 
signed by fifteen bishops, among whom was John of Tuam. 
On the eleventh of the same month, the assembly still 
sitting at Jamestown, elected six commissioners to treat 
with the Duke of Lorraine, and invite him to land forces in 
Ireland, then almost entirely in the power of the Crom- 
wellians, and among the advocates of this project none 
proved himself more demonstrative than the archbishop of 
Tiiam. In November, immediately following, the prelates 
adjourned to Loughreagh, and there subscribed a public 
instrument teeming with professions of loyalty to the king, 
and beseeching lord Ormond to transfer the viceroyalty to 
a Catholic. John of Tuam signed this important document, 
and towards the close of 1650, he had the satisfaction of 
seeing Ulick de Burgh, earl of Olanricarde, installed in the 
high dignity vacated by Ormond. The negotiation with 
the duke of Lorraine was now actively prosecuted by the 
new viceroy, French, bishop of Ferns, and others having 
been commissioned to proceed to Pont-a-Mousson to hasten 
the protectorate, but, as we have already said, the business 
eame to nothing, owingto the imprudence of the Irish agents, 
or perhaps the reluctance of Clanricarde, who had no real 
desire to see foreign soldiers gaTr\aoTL\iva\T«\«.\3Ld. Whativa^ 
be bad or had not made Utt\e matto, iox ^vt ^o^kSS^^'Sk^'Sk^^^Rk 
put an end to the whole scheme \>y xaaJtOoMi^ ^"^ ^'s^sj«^ 
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into which he drove Clanricarde's outposts on the 12th d 
August, IGoI, and then pitched his camp within a fen 
hundred yards of tlie walls. 

During the siege, or rather blockade, the bishops ao^ 
clergy from every part of Ireland took refuge in the town, 
and among the former was John of Tuam. At last, aftei 
a gallant lesistauce, extending over nine months, GaJws] 
cnpitidatcd, and o])cned its gates to the ]>arliament trooji^ 
on the 12th of April, 1G52. Foreseeing tliat the Cromw«t 
lians would not keep faith with the inhabitants, the ardi* 
bishop made his esca}»e out of the town as Stubbers' soldim 
were entering it, and hurried off to Ballymote ; in the 
ueighbourhoo<i of which place he lay conceiEtled till 1654^ 
when he was arrested and brought under escort back tc 
Galway, where, after being robbed of his ring and othei 
valuableR, he was flung into a noisome prison, overcrowdec 
by numbers of the clergy and chief nobility of the land, h 
this place he had an attack of jmralysis, but notwithstand 
ing the dangerous nature of his malady, he was detainet 
there till August of the following year, when, with manj 
others, he was jmt on board ship and landed on the coas 
of Normandy. He then made his way to Nantes, wher 
he resided five years, maintained by the alms of the Frend 
conunittee formed for the relief of the distressed and ex 
patriated Irish. From Nantes he removed to Dinan, ii 
oi dcr to be near St. Malo, a port then much frequented h] 
Irish merchants, from whom he could learn how it fare( 
with his unhappy country ; after a year's sojourn in th< 
latter place, he resolved to brave all risk and retun 
to Ireland ; for, notwithstanding the many infirmitie 
under which he laboured, he desired nothing so mucl 
as to spend the residue of his days among his scatterec 
flock. 'J'he ])ains and i>enaltiesof exile were bitter enough 
bub still more bitter would it have been for him to fill ai 
exile's grave, far away from the shrine of St. Jarlath, an< 
that venerable cathedral of St. Mary, for whose restoriitio: 
he had done so much. He accordingly set sail from St 
Malo, about the beginning of 1063, and eventually reache 
Dublin, after a tedious passage of fourteen days. The mc 
ment his ariival in the metropolis was made known, h 
was visited by Peter Walsh, the semi apostate Franciscai 
who, presuming on his influence with the viceroy, impert 
nently rated him for daring to return without permissioi 
Wahhe'a grand aim was to get the archbishop to sign hi 
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£am(m8 Remonstrance, but all his arguments were nnavail* 
ing ; and the only answer he could get from the aged prelate 
was, ' * that he had come back to Ireland to lie down at 
rest in his grave and native soil.". In vain did Walsh re- 
mind him of his opposition to the nunzio's censures, and 
the declaration he had subscribed at Jamestown agaiiist 
lord Ormond ; for, although the archbishop knew the lat- 
ter was one of those who treasure up the remembrance of 
a wrong, and ignore that noblest revenge — forgiveness — he 
coald not be moved by any threat or insinuation, and 
merely requested his tormentor to present his respects to 
the viceroy, and tell him that he dutifully craved leave to 
remain in Ireland ** for so short a time as he had to drag 
on a miserable existence, and end it by a death more wel- 
come, which he hourly expected." 

What precise answer Ormond returned does not appear, 
hat it is certain that he ordered the archbishop to leave 
Dublin with all possible haste. Worn down by many in- 
firmities, he was unable to perform his journey on horse- 
back, and consequently had to be carried by slow marches 
in a litter, till ne reached the neighbourhood of Tuam, 
where a kind friend had prepared a humble residence for 
him. The archiepiscopal palace, we need hardly say, was 
closed against him, for it was then occupied by Pulleu, the 
Anglican prelate, who, on getting possession of it, could 
not conceal his admiration of the man who exhibited such 
refined taste in its decoration and appointments. In the 
couTBe of the following years, 1665-6, John of Tuam was 
more than once importuned by Plunket, bishop of Ardagh, 
and others, to meet them in Dublin, **for the purpose of 
giving his majesty assurances of their future fidelity in all 
tem2)oral causes and contingencies," but neither his health 
nor inclinations would allow him to take any part in these 
proceedings, in which he knew right well that Walsh was 
prime mover. He replied, however, at considerable length 
to the bishop of Ardagh ; and the letters he wrote on tliose 
occasions may justly be regarded as evidences of sound 
sense and a thorough acquaintance with the English lan- 
guage, such, indeed, as is rarely met with in epistolary 
compositions of our times. He had done with politics ; and 
nothing now remained for him but to make preparation for 
his appearance at that bar to which O'Neill, Rinuccini, 
and many others of the great men, with whom it was his 
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lot to differ, had been smnmoned long before. EzliMul 
by sufferings and old a^e, he seldom left the house in wh 
he found rdhige after his arrival in the metropolis of 
see ; but he attended, nevertheless* as far as increasi 
ailments allowed, to the discharge of his episcopal fa 
tions— confinning the young, and consecrating the h 
oils, not only for his own diocese, but also for thai 
Cashel ; not, indeed, on holy Thursday, but eig^t days p 
vionsly, by virtue of a special privilege he obtained fri 
the Holy See, after havmg first sought and received, 
eauUlam-t absolution from the nunzio*s censures. Don 
the last days of his life, when he himself was no longer si 
to officiate, he had Mass daily celebrated in^his chamber 
father Thomas Quin, a Jesuit, who remaincwl constantly 
his bedside, ministering to his comforts, and witnessing i 
resignation with which the illustrious patient submitted 
excruciating agony, for which medical science had no a 
dyne. In an intm'val, however, of comparative freed 
from pain, it occurred to him that he should make anao 
ments for his interment ; and, as he knew that he migjht : 
hope to lay his bones with his predecessors, he gave dii 
tions to have the oratory of St. Jarlath's, situated on 
right of the cathedra], but detached from that buildi 
reroofed with tiles, for the purchase of which he fumiiL 
money, and duly provided with all the requirements o 
mortuary chamber. This being accomplished, he recei' 
the last rites of the Church, and then passed to the bel 
life on the fourth of April, 1667, after he had comple 
his seventy-seventh year. His death occurred on h 
Thursday, and on Easter eve his mortal remains were bo 
processionally to the place he himself had chosen, and h 
which the shrine of St. Jarlath had long before been 
moved by some pious hand, to guard it against desecrati 
Roger O'Flaherty comi)osed an epitaph for this illustri 
prelate, as did also the celebrated medical doctor O'Mei 
and we subjoin both for the gratitication of our readers 

" POST . SEX . UNDECIES . SEXCENTAS , MILLEQUE . BRUlCi 
APRILIS . QUARTA . PROXIMIORE . DIE 
IN . COENA . DOMINI . DOMINUS . TUAMENSIS . JESU 
FIT . COMMENSAUS . CUI . FAMULATUS . EBAT."» 



• 0'Y\ift\eTty. 
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<« BtJRGIUS . EXCUSSO . VIDUAM . RECTORE , CAPESSIT 

LUCTANTEM . PEL AGO . TURBINIBUSQUE . KATEM 

QUI . FACILI . SOLERS . FLUCTUS . ELUDERE . FLEXU 

OBVIUS . Ai'VERSO . NON , A MAT , IRE . SALO 

HAC . ILLE . ARTE . GRE6EM . SERVAT . SINE . VULNERE 

VICTOR. 

QUI . TANDEM . IN . PORTU . SOSPITE . SERUS . OBIT 

PRO . OREQE . GERTANTEM . PASTOREM . OCCUMBERE 

PULCUKUM . EST 
UTIUUS . SALVO . EST . CONSENUISSE . GREGL'* 



CHAPTER IIL 

Thi second prelate who accompanied Binnccini on his first 
Tisit to lord Mountgarret, was Thomas Fleming of Dublin, 
a truly eminent man, whose biography, however, would be 
incomplete, without some notices of his predecessors in 
that see. Our object in premising such details is to make 
onr readers aware of the state in which Fleming found the 
diocese when he was appointed' its chief pastor, and to 
throw additional light on the history of the archbishops 
who filled the chair of St. Laurence, after the apostasy of 
Hush Curwen, who, we may observe, like his immediate 
predecessor. Brown, was an Englishman. 

After the defection of Curwen, and his translation to 
Oxford, in 1567, there was an interval of thirty-three 
years, during which the popes did not deem it prudent to 
appoint an archbishop to the vacant see, apprehending, we 
may suppose, that to do so would only tend to exasperate 
Queen Elizabeth's ministers, and involve the Catholics of 
tiie pale in difficulties, far greater than those Vith which 
they were actually contending for the maintenance of their 
faith. At length, however, when the success of Hugh 
O'N^'s arms seemed to threaten the existence of the English 
interest in Ireland, or, at all events, gave reason to hoi)e 
that the severe enactments against Catholics would be 
mitigated, if not entirely swept from the statute book, 
Clement VIII., at the suggestion of the king of Spain, then 
the ally and supporter of the northern Irish princes, nomi- 
nated a Spaniard to the archbishopric of Dublin. This 
was Matthew de Oviedo, a Franciscan friar, and native of 
Segovia, whose consecration took place in 1600. Very 
litue is known of the history of this archbishop or his 

• O'Meara. 
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antecedents ; but it is certain that he was employed "by 
the king of Spain to negotiate with the Geraldines in tiie 
south of Ireland, twenty years before his elevation to the 
see of Dublin, as appears by a despatch sent by the com* 
mons of Lixnaw, to the queen*s attorney and recorder of 
Limerick, dated the 27 th of September, 1580, which 
mentions him thus : *' Tliere is in great estimation with 
them, the Geraldiues, one Frere Matthew Oviedo, which 
they call commissarius apo«tolicu8, and the bishop of Kil* 
laloe, Donald Ryan's son. ** The object which the pope had 
in view when apix)inting a Spaniard to the see of Dablin 
must have been to strengthen Spanish influence in Ireland; 
and, doubtless, the same motive prompted him to nomi- 
nate another native of the same country, about the same 
period, to the diocese of Leighlin. This was Frands 
Kibera, who, however, never visited our shores, and died 
at Antwerp, on the 10th of September, 1604, after having 
built an infirmary for the Irish Franciscans of that dly. 
Returning to Matthew de Oviedo, we may state that he 
never exercised jurisdiction in the diocese of Dublin, 
indeed, never set foot within the pale, and knew nothing 
of the country, save the little he saw of it on the southern 
and northern coast. On his arrival as archbishop, he 
tivrried some time at Donegal, in the castle of Hugh Roe 
O'Donnell, and soon afterwards went back to Spain, to 
urge on the king the necessity of sending munitions and 
niouey to the Irish princes. After an interval of about a 
year, Philip III. despatched a flotilla, with a small contin* 
gent of men and arms ; but unfortunately, Juan d'Aguila, 
the commander-in-chief, instead of landing on the north 
coast, anchored in the harbour of Kinsale, and set about 
fortifying that ])lace. On board one of the shi|)S of thia 
pquadron, Matthew de Oviedo, accompanied by Thadeus 
O'Farrell, a dominican, and bishop of Clonfei-t, revisited 
Irclaud; but when the expedition failed, the archbishop 
returned to Spain with Hugh O'Donnell and Florence 
Conry, to su])plicate further aids, and impeach the conduct 
of the Spanish generalissimo. The latter was reprimanded 
for his defeat, but owing to the untimely death of O'Donnell, 
the negotiation for the desired aids was abrubtly broken off, 
find Oviedo, abaudonding all hope of ever seeing Ireland 
again, became suffragan to the archbishop of Com]>ostella, 
Thus the disaster of Kinsale cost Oviedo his arch- 
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pric of Dublin ; but it placed him, nevertheless, in a 
position than he could have held in Ireland during the 
of Elizabeth, or that of James I. On his decease, 
ti occurred some time in 1610, Paul V. caused the 
it see of Dublin to be filled by Emer MacMahon, 
p of Clogher, whose translation took place on the 2nd 
ay, 1611. This prelate was a scion of the princely 
) of Farney, which had risked and lost all its grand 
ssions for adhering to Tyrone, and whose utter ruin 
bccomplished when the latter, accompanied by James 
klahon* and others of the Irish Catholic nobility fled 
Ireland, in 1607. Many years before that memorable 
i, Emer, then a mere boy, was sent to the University 
mt-a-Mousson, where, ajfter passing through the van- 
3hools with great distinction, he was promoted to holy 
8, and honoured with the degree of doctor in civil and 
1 law. On his return to Ireland, he devoted himself 
ssionary duty in his native diocese, and was eventually 
ed its bishop in 1609. 

len we contemplate the state of the times in which 

dahon exchanged the see of Clogher for the more emi- 

and perilous one of Dublin, the conviction forces 

upon us that he miist have been a man of great zeal 
;reat courage. Had he insisted on remaiuiug in his 
e diocese, the glens and forests of Monaghan, and 
3 all, the devutcdness of the people to the consecrated 
6er of a family that had suffered so much for faith 
tountry, would, doubtless, have afforded him secure 
ir in the hour of need, and stood between him and the 
lidons of the law, who were ever on the watch for 
'A and bishops. But in accepting a dignity which, a 

time before, had been filled by the subject of a 
,rch who had striven to drive the English out of Ire- 
it is certain that he exposed himself to imminent 
ind certain death, had anyone been found base enough 
tray him into the hands of his enemies. It must also 
nsidered that the deputy at this jxeriod was a rapacious 
ic, famous for inventing plots and conspiracies, by 
1 he contrived to aggrandize his fortunes, and stiU 
famous for his affected zeal in advancing the reformed 
3n. Indeed, none of his x>redecessors since the begin- 

Seo •' Flight of the Earls," p. 279. 
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ninji; of the Enp;lish BchiRm was a greater enemy to the 

grtpes, or a more im principled persecutor of Catholics, than 
ir Arthur Chichester, whose soul aim was to extirpate the 
native Irish, and get possession of their lands, in order to 
parcel them out between himself and the new adventurers, 
who were subsequently designated ** planters. " With this 
object constaotly in view he did his utmost to keep alive 
the bigotry of the English cabinet, and he hardly ever dio- 
tated a denimtch from Dublin Castle that did not teem with 
alarms of Spanish invasion to retrieve the disaster of Kin- 
sale, or '*sure intelligence'* gathered from spies and hired 
informers, that O'Neill was on the point of returning from 
Home with papal bulls and Italian soldiers, to subvert the 
government of James I. Willing as the latter was to 
oppress his Irish Catholic subjects, terrorism of this sort 
helped to stimulate the volition ; and as for Chichester, it 
procured him summary licence to plunder, transplant, and 
otherwise persecute the professors of the old religion. We 
may, therefore, easily imagine what must have been the 
condition of the Catiiolics of Dublin during Chichester's 
deputyship, and what presentiments must have filled the 
mind of MacMahon on his arrival in the city, where, 
instead of an archiepiscopal throne he was more likely to 
find elevation to the scaffold. Church or chapel he had 
none for the performance of his functions, and whenever he 
celebrated mass, ordained or confirtned within the city 
walls, he had to trust himself to the honor of some stout* 
hearted burgess, who incurred thereby all the fearful penal- 
ties in which the harbourers of priests and bishops were 
involved. Withal, be did fulfil his high mission success- 
fully, and although his ministrations were carried out clan- 
destinely and in the slums of the city, his exhortations and 
ex.ainple did more, perhaps, to confirm Catholics in their 
lealty to the faith than if he had officiated or preached to 
them in either of the metropolitan cathedrals. 

Nor was there any want of a grand exam])le to nerve the 
archbishop and his flock for whatever might befall them, 
as long as Chichester had power to persecute, and as a 
necessary sequence to make martyrs. Indeed, the year 
after MacManon's translation to Dublin, Cornelius O'De- 
venj', bishop of Down and Connor, and friar of St. Francis' 
order, then in his eightieth year, was arrested in the house 
of a Catholic, in the very act of confirming children, and 
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hnrried to Dublin, where he was arraigned on a fictitious 
charge of high treason, but in reality for exercising tfab 
functions of a "Popish bishop." Tried by a jury/ eleven 
of whom were Scotch and English, as a matter of course, 
he was found guilty, and sentenced to death, with all the 
revolting accompaniments so common at that period. Flung 
back into his cell, while preparations were being made for 
execution, Chichester offered him life and liberty provided 
he took the oath of supremacy, but he spumed the proposal 
and refused to compromise his soul. Truly pathetic, indeed, 
are all the incidents of this aged prelate's death, and some 
of them we may not overpass. On the morning of his 
execution, after blessing the poor girl who tended him in 
his prison, he begged, as a last and crowning favour, that 
she would dress his mutilated remains in the Franciscan 
habit which he always carried about with him, telling her 
that that coarse serge was dearer to him than the bishop's 
purple. Haled through the streets on a hurdle, and fol- 
lowed by a vast multitude, who knelt at every halt to crave 
his benediction, as he sped on what he termed his ^* trium- 
nhal procession," he at last reached the gibbet ; and mount- 
ing it with steady step, as though heaven hskd braced his 
jMuiBied limbs for the occasion, he told the spectators that 
ne was about to die for the faith, aod that they should be 
prepared, if necessary, to go through the same ordeal for the 
same glorious object. Rudely interrupted by a fanatical 
minister, who knew how the words of the doomed prelate 
would tell On the hearts of the spectators, and challenged 
to avow that he was about to pay the penalty of high trea- 
son, O'Deveny solemnly repeated his former declaration, 
and then resigned himself, to the terrible process of strang- 
ling, decapitation, and embowelling, all of which was per- 
formed by an Englishman, the Irish executioner having 
fled to avoid having any part in the bishop's murder. While 
the slaughter was being perpetrated, the spectators remained 
silent and motionless, as if petrified by the horrid spectacle, 
bat when it was done, they flung themselves upon the lines 
of halberdiers who kept the ground, and forced their way 
to the platform, where they struggled with each other for a 
fragment of the palpitating flesh or a shred of the clothes of 
him whom they now regarded as a martyr. Women dipped 
their napkins, provided for that purpose, in his blood, and 
ouf man, more fortunate than nis fellows, succeeded in 
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carrying off the severed head, to preserve it, doabtlests, uft 
veiiJrateil troi>hy of that combat in which the vanquished 
have always been declared victors. So died Coraelins 
O'Devcny, on the north bank of the Liffey, in the year of 
grace IG12. We know not what effect adl this may have 
wroucht on Chichester s flinty heart, but it is certain, thsfe 
fauiih<arity with such scenes served to intensify the devoted- 
ness of Catholics to their faith, and to strenc;then their 
abhorrence of a creed that was to be propagated by sweep* 
ing the i)eopIe off their lands, and consigning their sinritual 
nastors to the hangman. It is more than probable that 
MacMahon was in Dublin at the time of this execution, for, 
notwithstanding Chichester's incessant efforts to lay hands 
on him, he fortunately evaded them alL In fact, the arch- 
bisho)), one would think, must have borne a charmed life, 
or at all events placed himself in the custody of friends who 
were ready to sacrifice themselves in order to save him. 
Small as the |>opulation of Dublin was at that period, the 
chances of arresting such a personage were all the greater, 
but yet, dcs])ite every difficulty, he continued to labour for 
his people, tending them, as we. have already said, in the 
])urlieus of the metro]>olis, occasionally in the houses of the 
Catholic nobility, and more frequently among the mountains 
and in the dense woods, south of the city. Proclamations 
of outlawry against priests and bishops were disregarded by 
the Catholics, and the hired spy and informer too often 
found, that the risk was in excess of the reward, however 
tempting the latter might be. The deputy himself admits 
all this in a letter which he addressed to lord Salisbury, 
just one year before MacMahon's translation, and avows 
that he was utterly unable to outroot the clergy. 

"If," says he, "some course be not speedily taken for 
restraining of the bishops and priests, I cannot see how this 
kingdom can long stand as it doth, for every city and town 
is full of them, upon a strange apprehension they have 
taken, giving it out, that it is the king's pleasure that they 
should have the exercise of their rehgion, so it be not pub- 
lie in the churches ; and when an officer or a soldier lays 
hold on a priest within their garrison, Jor none else wiU Lay 
hands on them, the young men and women of the city or 
town where he is taken, do Hock together, and with ill- 
usage and blows, do make rescue of the party apprehendetL 
If I have observed anything in the time I have spent in 
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this kiDgdom, I may say it is not lenity and good works 
that will reclaim these men, but an iron rod and severity of 
jusUcej and seeing the law hath not here provided for the 
uprooting and punishment of these firebrands of sedition, 
the priests, we can think of no other remedy, but to pro- 
claim them and their relievers and harbourers for traitors." 

Notwithstanding these restraints, we find MacMahou 
presiding at a provincial synod in Kilkenny, in 1614. and 
in the same year Chichester, writing to secretary Winwood, 
After relating his ill-luck in not being able to arrest one 
Meagh, a pnest just returned from Rome, gives us another 
insist into the actu^ state of the country, and at the same 
time an inkling of the mortal dread he had of O'Neill's re- 
turn. 

** We are," says he, ** full of priests of this man's condi- 
tion, practisers of sedition and insurrection, of which there 
18 not a greater worker than Owen MacMaJioune, the 
titulary archbishop of Dublin, son to Owen McCooley, who 
is still in this kingdom, and often in this city of Dublin, 
albeit I cannot get him, nor any draught upon him, though 
I have offered largely for it. I do my best to discover their 
plots and frustrate them, but without more help I shall be 
soon wearied in a tempest, where commands, law, aud 
proclamations are no use without the sword to make them 
obeyed. All this assures me they are hopeful of invasion 
from foreign parts, and return of the fugitives." 

This appeal for larger powers was answered by James I.» 
in Jane of same year, when he sent his deputy the follow- 
ing "instructions" : — 

** Whereas the priests, who are the chief corrupters of the 
nobility and gentry of that realm, do employ many turbu- 
Lmt and working spirits from beyond the seas daUy to 
maintain the pady of ill subjects at home, and send forth 
others to bring Tyrone hack, and other active traitors, with 
some foreign K>rces, to begin a rebellion, hoping vainly to 
effect that with the sword which they cannot gain by 
practice; and though these messengers can do no other 
office than blow at coals, yet they continue to keep the 
eabjects and Jtigiti'ves in some hope of the wished innova- 
tion, which onr other good aud loyal subjects do most fear. 
We think it expedient, and do hereby require you to im- 
print and proclaim a proclamation for the banishing of 
these firebrands, the priests aud Jesuits." 
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Notwithstanding the kinpr*8 proclamatioxi, MacMahoa 
remained in Ireland, as nearly as we can calculate, till 
about 1620, for his ^vemment of the see of Dublin stretched 
over a period 'of nigh eight years, at the termination U 
which he repaired to Rome, uter committing Ms flock to 
the care of a vicar. Thinking, probably, that lapse of time 
would render James considerate to his Irish Catholic tob- 

t'ects, the archbishop spent three years in the eternal ettf, 
loiung, as we may suppose, to be able to return, but hs 
was seized with fever and died there, on the 24th of Augnsii 
1622, in the 53rd year of his age. 

Chichester was recalled in 1615, but before retiring he 
had attainted the fugitive earls, confiscated Ulster to the 
crown, and erected forty new boroughs, to facilitate the 
passing of extreme penal measures against the Irish Catho- 
lics. His successors in office, Jones, Denham, and Oliver 
St John, proved themselves unrelenting persecutors, en- 
forcinc the oath of supremacy, and mulctmg the ''papiste^** 
who, oecause they would not frequent the Protestant 
churches, were thenceforth designated Recusants. During 
the administration of lord Falkland, whose tenure of office 
lasted over eight years, the same harsh measures were 
carried out with more or less severity ; and although some 
writers have given this nobleman credit for leniency and 
forbearance, he had little or no claim to either one or the 
other. It was in the second year of his deputyship that 
Urban VIII., at the earnest request of the clergy and 
people of Dublin, resolved that the see recently vacated by 
the decease of Emer MacMahon should now be filled by 
another member of a patrician family, in whose veuifi, 
however, there was haraly a drop of Celtic blood. 

The baronial house of Fleming dated their arrival in Ire- 
land from 1169, when they came, ** seventy heroes dressed 
in coats of mail," to fight for the expulsed MacMurcha, 
and about nine years afterwards Richard Fleming built the 
castle of Slane, and was killed there in an engagement 
with the native Irish. This baron was the foun&r of the 
family which ever afterwards ranked among the most dis- 
tinguished of the Pale ; many of them fillmg the highest 
offices in the civil and military administration, and provinfl 
themselves at all times strenuous upholders of the f^gUsh 
interest in the land of their adoption. Singularly remark* 
able for their piety, the barons of Slane built and endowed 
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many churches and monasteries within the territory they 
had won with their swords, but none of them all deserved 
better of religion than baron Christopher, who, in 1512, 
restored the ancient monastery where Dagobert, king of 
Anstrasia, was ** shorn a monk," in the seventh century, 
and bestowed it upon the friars of the third order of St. 
Francis. like other Catholic families of the Pale, the 
Flemings always espoused the cause of the English crown 
in the protracted quarrels with the native Irish ; and 
during the wars of Elizabeth they maintained their heredi- 
tary valour on many a bloody field, won or lost by O'Neill 
ana 0*Donnell. Their fidelity, however, to the ancient 
religion was as signal as their bravery ; for, despite every 
effort to induce them to apostatize, they clung to it persis- 
tently; and when others of their rank took the oath of 
supremacy, or played the hypocrite by frequenting the re- 
formed churches, it never could be said that a single mem- 
ber of the house of Slane turned traitor to the Church of 
his forefathers. One of them, indeed, acted unwisely, in 
1583, by aiding the arrest of O'Hurley, archbishop of 
Cashel ; but that baron ever afterwards bewailed his over- 
zealous loyalty, when he f oimd that he was instrumental, 
thongh uniotentionally, in procuring the archbishop's woful 
death. To heighten his chagrin, a roving glecman of the 
period composed a ballad set to a dirge-like air, which he 
called "Slane's Treason," and we can imagine how the 
baron felt on learning that the song was everywhere sung, 
not only within the Pale, but far beyond it, north aud 
wmth in the country of the *' Irish enemy." 

Thomas Meming, third son of William, sixteenth baron 
of Slane, a friar of the order of St. Francis, was the person 
named by the pope to succeed to the vacant archbishopric 
of Dublin. This Thomas, when a mere stripling, proceeded 
to Lou vain, where he entered the convent of St. Anthony, 
long before he attained the age prescribed for making reli- 
gious vows. Devoting himself entirely to philosophical 
and theolonoal studies, he rapidly acquired great repute 
for profound learning, so much so, that he was soon pro- 
moted to the chair of lecturer, and in this capacity it was 
his good fortune to have for scholars, Colgan, author of the 
Aeki Sanctonim; Patrick Fleming, his near kinsman, 
author of the Collectanea Sacra, aud many others whose 
works reflect honour, not only on the order to which they 
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1)o1<>ni:e<l bnt also on their common country. Before he 
had reached canonical age, youu^ Fleming was sent by his 
8U]H>rif>rs to teach philosophy and theology in the school of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, and on being promoted to priesthood, he 
was appointed guardian of St. Anthony's. His hujge 
ac(|uirements and profound piety, made character for him 
at iionie, and won for him the respect of Urban VIIL, who 
ordered his consecration to be performed with as little 
delay as possible, although he had not then attained hii 
tbirty-tirst vear. The Pontiffs orders soon reached 
L< uvnin, and accordingly Thomas Fleming was consecrated 
arclibishop of Dublin, on the 30th of December, 1623^ hj 
JameH, archbishop of Malines, and Florence, archbishop a 
Tuam. It was with great reluctance he took upon himiBlf 
the dimity to which he was now raised, and greater, if 
])os8ible, was the regret with which he retired from the 
tranquil little Flemish convent, where he left behind him 
Fuch loving and learned friends, and above all, his nephew 
Thomas, who, had exchanged his terrestrial for an etenial 
inheritance, and renounced lielmet and glaive, for a cowl ia 
the cloister of St. Anthony's. 

A few months after his consecration, the archbishq> 
arrived in Dublin with extensive powers from the Pope^ 
relating to the time and intervals of ordination, and autho- 
rity to confer holy orders on the sole title of •* mission,** 
dispensation having been granted in those of benefice and 
})atr'n)to)uf, to meet the exigencies of the Irish Church. His 
iirst abode in the metropolis was with his brethren of St 
Francis ; not indeed in the grand old convent of the order, 
for it had long since been razed, but in a humble house 
u'hich they rented, and where they were suffered to cele- 
brate the divine offices privately^ and under the most stem 
restrictions. Withal, the archbishop carried out, as far as 
was practical, the observance of the rimd discipline he had 
embraced in his youth, wearing the habit within doors, and 
under the e])iscopal robes wnen officiating, maintaining 
abstemious diet, and sleeping on a hard pallet, like the rest 
of the fraternity. This was his ordinary style of life, from 
which he never departed, whether staying with the poor 
community in Dublin, or in the ancestral castle of Slane. 
Nevertheless, we have it on the authority of one who was 
personally acquainted with him, that his manners were 
graceful, and his genial and warm heart^ won the respect oC 
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all classes, so mnch so, that they applied to hira, what had 
been so justly said of another great man of the same fra- 
ternity. 

**.... Clara de stirpe parentum, 
Et merltis clarior ipse suis." 

Respect, however, for noble lineage did not disarm the 
bigotry of the executive, for in the very year of the arch- 
biNhop^B arrival, a ])roclamation a])peared, ordering all 
popisn prelates and priests to quit the kingdom. But 
priests and \yeo-p]e had grown so accustomed to manifestoes 
of this sort, that the only heed the former gave them was 
to disperse for a while, and wait till the excitement had 
subsided. In fact, instead of quitting the kingdom, mem- 
bers of the religious orders came into it from Spain and 
Flanders, and among the rest, a community of Capuchins 
established itself for the first time in the metropolis, in 
1623. As for the Franciscans, the archbishop caused them 
to open schools for the young, and not only for them, but 
for aspirants to the priesthood, who were thus provided 
with lectures in philosophy and theology. This, indeed, 
was a hazardous experiment ; but Fleming was too devoted 
to the welfare of his flock to be scared from discharging 
his high mission, by Falkland's threats or proclamations. 
Passionately fond of the ancient literature of Ireland, he 
generously entertained brother Michael 0*Clery in the con- 
vent of Dublin, and it was under that poor roof that the 
chief of the Four Masters found bed and board while tran- 
scribing a goodly portion of the material which was sub- 
seqaently incor})orated in the *' Annals of Donegal." To 
his brethren in Louvain he extended the same patronage, 
and it is to his fostering care we are indebted for Colgan's 
** Triadis Tfiaumaturgcp,^* a fact gratefully acknowledged 
by the author, who states that the archbishop transmitted 
to him many a rare book and valuable record, without 
which he could not have completed his noble work. These, 
Bnrely, are evidences of an intellectual nobility, which, in 
that transition period, strove to maintain the honour of Ire- 
land, by preserving and perpetuating its ancient liteVature. 
Notwithstanding the proclamation to which we alluded, 
there was an interval of three years, during which the arch- 
biidiop had opportunity to attend to his flock, with hardly 
any let or hindrance ; so much so, that he officiated with 
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more or less publicity oatside his own diocese, at tlie oon- 
socration of Boetiuu Egan, bishop of £Iphin, which took 
place at Drogheda, in 1626. In the year following, how- 
ever, Falkland found pretext for enforcing coercive measarefl 
in the reluctance shown by the Ulster msh, to take xnili- 
tary service under the Protestant crown of Denmark, and 
still more so in a strange rumour, that the eldest son of the 
late earl of Tyrone was about to return to Ireland, u 
monarch of the realm, under protection of the king of 
S|>ain. 

'' It is given out," wrote the deputy to lord Killulta^ 
* ' that Tyrone hath his crown delivered him, not of pet- 
cock's feathers, as his father's was, but of pure gold, and 
constantly lies upon his table at his bedside, in his chamber, 
at Brussels." With the dread of this- imaginary king 
before him, the deimty pressed on the government tiie ne- 
ccsHity of considering ** Whether indulgence from the lam 
and promise of toleration of religion be seasonable," and 
concludes by asking permission **to rack one Glassne^f 
O'Cuilenan, a priest," who dissuaded **the idle swords- 
men of Ulster" from emigrating, and was supposed to be in 
complicity with O'Neil at Brussels. About a month aftei 
receipt of this application, the privy council answered: 
*' You ought to rack and hang the priest if you find reason 
for doing so, for such is the opinion of the council and hu 
majesty's pleasure." Falkland carried out his instructions, 
an(l during the remainder of his term of office dealt rigor 
onsly with the catholics, whom, for their supposed sjrmiiath} 
with the Ulster pretender, he regarded in the light o\ 
mortal enemies. In the midst of such difficulties, however, 
Fleming remained constantly among his flock, tending it ai 
well as he could, and observing a prudential course, which 
for a while screened the Catholics from open outrage. Ba 
only for a while ; for in 1629, the poor Franciscan churcl 
in which the archbishop officiated, was entered during th 
celebration of mass, ))y a posse, under command of Bulkeley 
the Protestant archbishop, who cast down the image of St 
Francis, desecrated the altar, and scattered the coiigrega 
tion with halbert and musket. Tbe Catholics, it is true 
resented this cruel insult, and compelled Bulkeley to tak( 
shelter in a neighbouring house ; but their just iudignatioi 
was severely punished by closing of the three churchei 
which they nad in the city, and sequestration of the schoo 
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which they maintained in Back-lane. In the following 
year, however, Fleming obtained permission to re-open the 
Franciscan church ; but as for the Back- lane school it was, 
by order of the lords justices, incorporated with Trinity 
College, and so remained till the appointment of the earl of 
Strafford, who restored it to the Catholics. In 1G3], the 
archbishop seems to have enjoyed comparative quiet in the 
exercise of his functions ; for at that period he interdicted two 
English secular priests— Harris and Caddell ; and by & public 
instrument to be read in all the chapels and oratories of 
Dublin, forbade the Catholics, under pain of excommunica- 
tion, to be present at their masses. Harris satirized the friars 
in a series of scurrilous tracts, and maintained that the arch- 
bishop showed a decided preference for them, to the exclu- 
sion of the secular clergy. Father Patrick Cahill, too, 
then parish priest of SS. Michael and John, and vicar- 
general of the diocese of Dublin, being suspected of having 
published a book of verses, reflecting on the archbisho]), 
was suspended from his functions ; but after the lapse of 
some time, he was reinstated on the representation of 
Dease, bishop of Meath, who pronounced that a cleric of 
bis diocese wrote the objectionable poem, and that the 
parish priest did not cultivate the Muses. We mention 
these incidents summarily, in order to show that the arch- 
bishop, at this [)eriod, was suffered to discharge his high 
office with little or no restraint. During Strafford's adminis- 
tration, when the great object was to raise money for the 
king, policy dictated the wisdom of treating the Catholics 
with forbearance, and we may presume that Fleming's 
exalted position found some show of respect from the lord 
deputy, who detested the fanatical party then fast rising to 
power in England and Ireland. Then again, if the pre- 
sence in the Irish parliament, of a member of the arch- 
bishop's family could mitigate the severity to which he and 
his flock had been subjected, that benefit was made avail- 
able to both is 1634, when William, 19th baron of Slane, 
was summoned to take his place in the councils of the 
kingdom. We have already stated that Thomas, 18th 
baron, had transferred all his rights and privileges to his 
brother William, and taken the habit of St. Anthony's at 
Louvain ; and it may not be out of place to notice here, 
that the writ which awarded to ** William the place of his 
father deceased, was issued with a salvo jure to said Thomas, 



150 THE IRTSU HIERARCHY. 

Bhonld he or bis heirs return to Ireland and re-assnme the 
title of lord Slanc. in which case William could take no 
advantage or benefit by said writ." Thomas did return, m 
we shall sec, but not to claim the title or Btyle of baron of 
Slane. 

The parliament of 1634^ however, did nothing for the 
Catholics, who, notwithstanding their number, the high 
character of their representatives, and laige subsidies whidi 
they had given to the king, in consideration of the **graoei" 
or rcmoviu of grievances affecting their religion and estatei^ 
were overborne by the deputy, who treated them withhijj^ 
conU>mpt. Nevertheless, Strafford in some instances en- 
deavoured to conciliate them ; and in order to show how 
much he had their interests at heart, he commanded the 
Protestant bishops and their chancellors to desist from 
fining them for having their children bajitized, and theix 
marriages solemnized by priests of their own faith. Thn 
poor concession was, indeed, a boon to the Catholics ; bo 
much so, that they and their prelates regarded it as an in- 
stalment of the ** graces," and the commencement of i( 
new and better era. Influenced by this proceeding, 
Fleming assembled a synoil, in which he conflrraed the 
ordinances of a former synod, at which MacMahon, arch- 
bishop, ])resided, and made various regulations for the 
spiritual government of his province. Ihe princii)al sub- 
jects mooted on this occasion were the publication of bans of 
marriage, contributions for the support of the bishops, and 
limit faculties, which, owing to the necessity of the times, 
had been given to the regulars, who then, and for many 
years afterwards, discharged all the duties of missionary 
priests. Solely intent on raising money for the king, by 
inquiries into defective titlea, high commission courts, and 
other infamous devices, Strafford allowed the Catholics ths 
exercise of their religion xcitliin their churcJieSy which to do 
him justice, were not at any time, during his tenure of 
office, outraged by the fanatics, who, ho himself tells us, 
employed their persecuting ])ower ** rather as an engine to 
draw money out of the Catholics' pockets, than to raise a 
right belief in their hearts." 

Soon after Wandeaf Drde's appointment to the deputyship^ 
Fleming held another synod at "J'yrcroghin, and among 
other subjects discussed at this assemblage was the prefer- 
ence given in Salamanca and elsewhere, to Irish students 
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of the pale, while those of the northern and western 
provinces, whose fathers had sided with Tyrone in the late 
wars, were treated harshly by the superior. This, indeed, 
was an old grievance, for it formed the ground of a re- 
monstrance which was drawn up by Conry, archbishop of 
Tnam, and presented by Hugh O'Donnel, to Philip III., 
thirty-seven years previously. During Wandesforde's ad- 
ministration, the Catholics enjoyed the same induIgeDces 
granted them by Strafford ; for the successor of the latter 
was too much engaged in exacting subsidies for the king to 
think of persecuting those on whom the largest amount 
was to be levied. 

Notwithstanding the excitement caused by the discovery 
and failure of the plot to seize Dublin castle, and the 
persons of the lords justices, who held the reins of govern- 
ment after Wandesforde's recall, in October, 1641, the 
Catholics of the metropolis were not molested or accused 
of sympathizing with O' Moore, or the northern chieftaiDS 
enga^ea in that attempt. Indeed, it would appear that 
Fleming's flock displayed great loyalty on the occasion ; 
for lost two months afterwards, when the Catholic nobility 
of tae pale assembled at Swords, to take measures against 
the extirpation with which sir Charles Coote threatened 
them, we find father Patrick Cahill, parish priest of SS. 
Michael and John, deputed by the said Justices with a 
manifesto, inviting loids Gormanston, Slane, and others to 
appear before them ; and what is still more remarkable, 
this very priest had been previously employed by the exe- 
eative to negotiate with sir Phelira O'Neill, and other 
leaders in Ulster. At length, however, when the justices 
and their agents threw off the mask, and set about extir- 
pating the papists by courts-martial, and hanging priests 
without formality of trial, the Catholic prelates and nobility 
seeing themselves exposed to certain death on mere 8us})i- 
cion, assembled at Kilkenny , in May, 1642, and there confe- 
derated for the defence of their lives, religion, and liberty. 
O'Reilly, archbishop of Armagh, was the leading man in 
this grand union, and as soon as his letters of summons 
reached Fleming, the latter, unable to attend in person, on 
account of illness, deputed father Joseph Everard, then 
cau*dian of the Franciscan convent in that city, to act as 
his proxy.^ 

A short time after this first meeting, William, baron of 
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Slane, and Lord Gormanston died in Kilkenny, axid as sooi 
as intelligence of the decease of the former reachei 
Belgium, father Thomas Fleming returned to Ireland, to 
aid the newly-formed organization by his influence ani 
presence. This, indeed, was a memorable incident in tk 
history of the Confederates ; for the man for whose ri^^ 
to the barony Strafford had made such special provisos nov 
re-api)eared ; not, indeed, to claim the title, bat to pUy 
his part in the grand drama, as a simple friar of 8t 
Francis' order. One who knew him personally lays grett 
stress on this fact, which is best told in his own quiiiil 
language : 

*' Upon intimation of the affairs of Ireland, he left 
Louvain and proceeded to Kilkenny, where he attended to 
the public good, resorting from time to time to the house of 
his orother-in-law, the Viscount Clanmorris ; but, at last^ 
finding that things did not prosper in Kilkenny, he went to 
the county Louth, and made up six or seven score well- 
armed men, and by witty and line stratagems, took twelve 
Snrrisons in that county. He spared no laboor ni^tor 
ay in that province. Either in their sleep, march, or 
otherwise, where and when the enemy least expected, this 
religious warrior did come upon them, to their mightie pre- 
judice, either taking by assault, or demolishing by nie^ 
their garrisons at the loss of their proper lives.*' 

As for the archbishop, now elected member of the 
supreme council of the confederates, he appointed £dmoDd 
O'Reilly vicar-general of his diocese, and then proceeded to 
Kilkenny, where he took up his abode with his brethren of 
St. Francis' order. There in that poor convent, he observed 
strictest diBcii)line and seldom left its precincts except when 
public business demanded his presence in the house of 
assembly. Towards the close of 1643, the confederate 
arms were crowned with signal success, so much so that the 
chief strongholds of the kingdom, Dublin and some of the 
other seaport towns excepted, were entirely in their posses- 
sion. Indeed, the metro[)olis itself must have surrendered, 
had the supreme council acted with energy, or rather, if it 
had not among its most influential members many of lord 
Ormond's kinsmen and dependents. At this momentous 
crisis — when the Catholics nad three well-equipped armies 
in Leinster, and when **the forces of the English govern- 
ment were so oppressed wi^ wants, and the diacontent of 
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iiieir officers 80 great, that there needed no other enemy 
than hunger ana cold to devour them*' — lord Ormond 
managed to bring about a cessation of hostilities, and ini- 
tiated that clever policy which enabled him to sow the 
seeds of division in the confederate counciL The latter 
were credulous enough to believe him sincere in his over- 
tures for a peace that would satisfy all their requirements ; 
and in order to hasten that end, they sent their CommiS' 
sioners to meet him near Castle Martin, on the 23rd of June 
of the aforesaid year. The instrument empowering the 
commissioners to treat with Ormond was signed by Flem- 
ing, and we might attribute this false step to his instinctive 
loyalty to the English' crown, if we did not find Malachy, 
wnchbishop of Tuam, subscribing the same document. The 
ratification of the articles was subscribed by Fleming in 
September following, and this compromise, made doubtless 
with the best intentions, proved fatal to the confederates, 
for it caused them to halt, and lay down their arms at a 
moment when they could have dictated their own terms to 
the viceroy. It is almost superfluous to observe, that the 
latter soon afterwards violated this agreement by counte- 
nancing the Scotch covenanters in Ulster, then nominally 
under his command, and sanctioning the raids and massacres 
of their leader, general Munroe. In the following year, 
1644^ Father Scarampi, sent by Urban VIII., arrived in 
Ireland, in the capacity of papal agent to the confederates ; 
and about the same time the King wrote to Ormond, urging 
him to conclude a peace with the latter. The business, 
however, was adjourned from year to year by Ormond's 
•stateness, and was not definitively agreed upon till 1646, 
"when the anfortunate monarch could derive no benefit 
from it. 

In 1644, Fleming subscribed the memorial, praying the 
Pope to raise Father Wadding to the dignity of cardinal, 
ana we may easily imagine what pleasure it gave him to 
beseech that high honour for so distinguished a member of 
his order, whose literary labours and exertions in his 
eoantry*8 behalf richly deserved any reward the pontiff had 
in his gift. Pretermitting all notice of that diplomatic 
juggle, designated the "Glamorgan treaty," we will now 
turn to the after part of Fleming's career, and follow it to 
its close. At the time of Rinuccini's arrival in Kilkenny, 
he had completed the twenty-second year of his archiepis- 
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copate, and it would appear that he himaelf was then 
anxious to divide the care of his see, or that portion of it, 
then very limited, where he exercised jurisdiction, witii a 
coadjutor. The individual named for this dignity by tiw 
Ormondist party in the supreme council of the ooniedentei 
was £dward Tyrrell ; and when the subject was first po* 
posed to the nunzio, in 1645, he deprecated the appomt- 
ment, and wrote to Rome, that the archbishop s only 
ailment was "obesity.*' In the following year he objected 
to Tyrrell, because uie latter ** was too much inclined to 
favour lord Ormond,'' remarking at the same time, " evei^- 
one insistst that none but the most dirtinguished subject m 
the kingdom should be promoted to so exalted a digmfy. 
In 1G48, however, he prayed the Pope to promote l^yrrelltD 
the coadjntorship, alleging that his conduct in the Freneh 
court, whore he was agent for the confederates, gave gnat 
satisfaction to the et^esiastical party, but some montki 
later, in the same vear, he revoked hia former recommeodi* 
tions, and deprived him of all chance of the mitre. 

As for the archbishop, he resided almost constantly in 
Kilkenny after the nunzio*s arrival, aud left his diocese to 
the care of O'Reilly, his vicar-general, who administered its 
affairs, spiritual and temporaL In fact, it would not have 
been safe for him to stay m the metropolis, where Ormond's 
hostility would have met him at every step, and the more 
so as the former knew that one of, the nunzio's mast 
cherished projects was to get possession of Dublin, and 
restore its churches to the catholics. There can be no 
doubt that Fleming's devotedness to the nunzio, from the 
first moment of their meeting, was sincere, and, as we shall 
see, he subsequently proved himself a constant advocate of 
the policy which the former laboured to carry out. Thus, 
in the congregation of the clergy at Waterford, in 1646, 
when the nunzio rejected lord Ormond's peace as a mere 
device to delude the Catholics, then triumphant at Benburb 
and elsewhere, the first name on the list of the twelve pre- 
lates who protested against it is that of Thomas, archbiwop 
of Dublin. Again, iu 1648, when fourteen bishops assem- 
bled in Kilkenny to discuss Inchiquin's truce, Fleming 
subscribed the instrument which denounced it as iniquitouB^ 
and dangerous to the catholic religion. When, finally, the 
advocates of that measure were excommunicated, and the 
nunzio had pronounced sentence of interdict against all 
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I in which the censures were disregarded, Fleming, 
^as then in Dublin, wrote to David Rothe, bishop of 
y, commanding him to have them observed, not only 

Canice's, but in all the other churches of his diocese, 
your metropolitan,'' so runs this stern order, I exhort, 
nish, and to the utmost of my pawer, command you to 

said censures to be observed. Should you do other- 
I have exonerated my conscience, and leave yours to 
[vine judgment, and the verdict of the ai>ostolic see." 
length, when the nunzio was about to leave Ireland, 
archbishop followed him to Galway, and joined the 

who adhered to him in an ineffectual attempt to stay 
e})arture. Rinuccini himself alludes to this in the 
ictions with which he armed his confessor, Arcamoni, 
was then setting out for Rome, to rebut the appeal 
1 the Ormondists had forwarded to the Holy See :— 
I will take care to report,*' says he, ** how I have 
urged to stay in Ireland to save ecclesiastics from per« 
on, and you will not fail to mention how the arch 
p of Dublin implored me with tears to abandon my 
ition." At this juncture it would appear that the 
iahop was summoned to Kilkenny by the Ormondist 
il, but though he went there and caused the censures 
observed in his own convent, he refused to take any 
n their deliberations, which he treated with dignihed 
mpt. Kesenting this, they deposed his vicar-general, 
lly, and substituted in his stead father Laurence 
lold ; the sole fault laid to the charge of the former 

as we are told, by a trustworthy witness, his obedience 
) nunzio and his proper metropolitan ; and if other 
did appear, as did not, it was beyond any secular 

to alter the dignity of such a place, and confer it on 
er by lay authority, without advising with the arch- 

mwell's arrival in Dublin, in 1649, preventing the 
ility of the archbishop's return to the metropolis, or, 
i, to any part of his diocese, he thenceforth employed 
iver energies he possessed in futile eflforts to save 
d from the destruction with which it was threatened 
3 usurper. Unable, by reason of illness, to assist at 
ssembly of the prelates in Jamestown, which took 
in 1650, he emjx»wered French, bishop of Ferns, to 
I his proxy ; and in the year following he was ap- 
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Sninted by lord Clanricarde, then viceroy, to treat iRdththe 
tike of Lorrain, who proposed to throw an army into 
Ireland, on condition that he and his successors should Im 
declared its protectors, and indemnified for whatever 
they might expend in prosecuting the war against the 
Cromwellians. Flemine took a very active ySrt in tin 
business ; for, indeed, uie last act of what may be called 
his religio-political life was to write to his vicar-genenl, 
O'Reilly, whom he had reinstated, and also to Ednund 
O'Dempsey, bishop of Leighlin, then the only GatiudiB 
bishop in Leinster, exhorting them to exert themaelvesto 
the utmost in promoting Lorrain's protectorate. Mem- 
while, however, the negotiation was suddenly broken off 
by the imprudence of lord Taaffe and the other cammis* 
sioners ; who, on reaching Brussels, were said to lisvtt 
entered into articles with uie duke, exceeding thepowen 
given them by Clanricarde. At this crisis Sir Ghsilei 
Coote, at the head of the parliamentary forces, was maroli* 
ing on Gal way, within whose walls Fleming had tsket 
refuge, hoping, perhaps, that general. Preston, with tbe 
wreck of the confederate army, would be able to hold the 
town for Charles II. The archbishop, however, did not 
live to witness the surrender of the place, for he died there 
on the 2nd of August, 1651, after having governed the see 
of Dublin twenty-eight years. The obsequies of this 
illustrious prelate were peiiormed in tbe Franciscan church, 
and after nis funeral oration had been pronounced by 
Walter Lynch, bishop of Clonfert, the mortal remains « 
Thomas, archbishop of Dublin, were interred at foot of the 
grand sdtar, which, in the followiug year^ was pillaged, 
and, by the parliamentarian governor, levelled. Stubhen 
converted the monuments of the church into chimney- 
pieces, and had various fragments of the costly marbles sold 
in England. 

CHAPTER V. 

On the 23rd of September, 1626, the obsequies of Hn^ 
MacCaghwell, archbishop of Armagh, were solemnized m 
the Franciscan Church of St. Isidore, at Rome. Brief, 
indeed, was his tenure of the Irish primacy, for in the veiy 
month of his elevation he was seized with fever, while 
making a pilgrimage to the patriarchal baaiUcas^ and died, 
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after a short illness, just as he was preparing to set out for 
Ireland. His remains were deposited in the crypt of the 
church of St. Isidore, where John, earl of Tyrone, erected 
a votive tablet to the memory of his friend and earliest 
preceptor. 

Hugh MacCaghwell was bom at Saull, county of Down, 
about the year 1571. His parents were poor, but, their 
poverty notwithstanding, they did all in their power to 
advance his early education, and when the boy grew up he 
went to the Isle of Man, and remained there many years, 
devoting himself to the study of classics and dialectics till 
he was recalled to Ireland, by Hugh, prince of Tyrone, 
who took him into his household, and appointed him tutor 
to his sons, Henry and Hugh. Under such an able master 
' those noble youths made rapid proficiency, and so highly 
were MacCaghweU's services appreciated by the great 
chieftain that he conferred the honour of knighthood on 
him, made him his confidant, and ofifered him a command 
in his army. MacCaghwell, however, having no taste for 
the profession of arms, declined the honour. But there was 
another department in which he could serve his lord and 
chieftain, and when the latter proposed to him to accom- 
pany his son Henry to the court of Spain, in order to pro- 
cure aids for the Ulster forces, he willingl^s set out, and 
faithfully executed the high commission with which he was 
entrusted. 

Visiting Salamanca, where the court was then stajdng, 
he frequented the far-famed schools of that ancient univer- 
sity, and after attending a course of lectures in philosophy, 
made up his mind to abandon diplomacy and all worldly 

fnrsuits, for a quiet studious cell in the monastery of St., 
'rancis. One who knew him tells us that his novitiate, or 
frobation term, was worthy the most devoted son of St. 
'rancis, and that a better or more mortified man never 
wore the poor habit of the order. * Weak in body and suf- 
fering from constant ailments, he refused every little in- 
dulgence offered him by the community, ever and always 
insisting that he had entered the cloister to learn how to 
Buffer and accustom himself to penitential austerities. At 
the close of his novitiate, he was ordained priest, and a few 
years later saw him promoted to teach theology in the uni- 
versity of Salamanca, where he earned the character of a 
ripe scholar, ** acute, grave, modest and sublime.'' From 
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Salainnnca his superiors sent him to Louvain, to fill tiu 
chair of ]>hiloHophy, and to aid the erection of St. Anthony'i^ 
uhcre he had for his pupils Fleming, Colgan, and ouier 
gruat men, whose names are famed iu the pages of Inik 
literature. At length, being summoned to Kome, in 1623^ 
he set out in company with father Patrick Fleming, and ot 
his arrival in that city was appointed definitor-genenl d 
the Franciscans, and honoured with the chair of theoiogr 
in the convent of AracoelL His high character had preoedei 
him, and Urban Vlll., who cultivated literature, and ei- 
tcemeil all labourers in the same field, welcomed him u ft 
valuable acceHsion to the schools of the eternal city. In- 
deed, so highly was the poor friar esteemed by the pontifl^ 
that there was no favour which the latter would refuse him; 
8o much so, that when he and Wadding proposed to ereofc 
a college for the education of Irish secular priests, Urbn 
not only entertained the project, but commended itwannly 
to cardinal Ludovisi, who generously founded andendowad ; 
that establishment. Nor was this the only religious initi* 
tution in whose erection he was instrumental, for he had 
long since co-oi>erated with Florence Conry, in founding 
St Anthony's, at Louvain ; and now that he was at Rome^ 
even Wadding availed himself of his valuable services in 
com))]cting the building of St. Isodoro. 

Meanwliile, his pen was not idle, for to his Life of Scota% 
published iu 1020, he now added many other volomea, 
vindicating the doctrines of the ** subtile doctor, ** and 
proving, if indeed proof were required, that the great 
philosoi)her of the fourteenth century was ably represented 
by his most enthusiastic and zealous apologist in tne seven- 
teenth. While occupied in these metaphysical siiecnla- 
tions, MacCaghwell was not unmindful of his countrymen 
serving in the continental armies ; and, in order that they 
might not want wholesome reading in their native tongue, 
he wrote for their l)cuefit a valuable little treatise, styled 
** The Mirror of Penance," which, however, was not pub- 
lished till 1628. 

Towards the close of 1625, the see of Armagh, being 
vacant by the death of Peter Lombard, who departed this 
life, after a sojourn of many years at Rome, iKpe Urban 
resolved that no time should be lost in providing a successor 
to that learned prelate. The pontiff, was strongly urged to 
bestow the Irish primacy on Koss MacGeoghegan, a distin* 
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gaished friar of St. Dominic's order, who had ahready done sig- 
nal service to religion in his native land ; but notwithstanding 
all the interest t^t was made for this eminent man's promo- 
tion, he was passed over, at the joint solicitation of John 
O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, and Albert Hugh O'Donel, earl of Tyr- 
connell, who represented to the pontiif the incongruity of 
appointing any Pale's-man, no matter how great his merits, 
to the metropolitan see of Ulster. Urban was influenced by 
the remonstrance of the Irish princes, who desired nothing 
so muchasMacCaghweirs promotion, and he was accordingly 
consecrated archbishop of Armagh in 1626. We have 
already stated that his illness was brief, and we may add, 
that he himself had a presentiment that it was to prove 
fatal ; for when the pontiff's physician visited him, he deli- 
cately declined his kind offices, alleging that all remedies 
were useless in his case, as he knew he was dying. He then 
wrote to the pope that he ought not to appoint any one to 
the see of Armagh, without consulting the earls of Tyrone 
and Tyrconnell ; and having done this he requested to have 
the last sacraments administered to him. At his bed side^ 
in the poor cell of St. Isidore, were two brothers, Edmond 
and Anthony Bungao^ both Franciscans, and his most inti- 
mate friends. Turning to the former, he calmly observed: 
'*I have always been weak of body, and am now about to 
leave this world ; to you, then, I bequeath my cross and 
ring, and to your brother I leave this poor habit, all that I 
have to give." Then, fixing his last look on a picture of 
St. Anne, which was sent him from Sicily, and grasping the 
cruciflx, he resigned his soul to God, and his renown to the 
■chools. No one could have been more affected by his pre- 
mature death than pope Urban, who, on hearing of it, re- 
marked, " We have lost not a man but an angel ;" and with 
rl troth did Vemuleus, in his panygeric of this prelate, 
rve, ** The life of great geniuses is hke that of flowers, 
brief and transitory ; and the purple is oftener tho apparel 
of death than of life." 

During the episcopate of Peter Lombard, who could not 
return to Ireland, the primatial see was governed by Bothe, 
bishop of Ossory, in the capacity of vice primate ; and on 
the death of MacCaghwell, he was empowered to perform 
the same duties, till Urban VIII. should think it time to 
fill the vacancy. As may be supposed, the exiled Ulster 
princes used all their influence to have the primacy con- 
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fcr^(^cI on a man of their own province, and the pope, 
Willi ii.cly granted their prayer. Accordingly, the nenon 
Bclecteil for the highest dignity in the Irish Churcn 'wai 
Hugh O'Reilly, bishop of Kihnore, son of Malmorra and 
HonorOs the one a lineal representative of the ancient home 
of Breffny-O'Reilly, and the other, a member of a jnniflr 
branch of the same princely race. Hugh, their ydungert 
son, was born in 1580, and received the nidimeuts of edn* 
cation under the paternal roof, where he made rapid pro- 
gress in the study of classics and philosophy. His father 
wished him to join some of the Irish regiments then seniitf 
in the Si)anish Netherlands, but he preferred ecclesiasticu 
life ; anu after completing his theological course in Irelud, 
was ordained ])riest in 1618. He then set out for Rouen, 
where he prosecuted the study of canon law in the same 
school with the justly celebrated John Lynch ; and having 
distinguished himself in every department of academiclore^ 
and earned the reputation of a rare scholar, he returned to 
his native diocese, deprived of a bishop since the death of 
Richard Hrady, and was appointed vicar apostolic of Eil* 
more in 1G25. Two years afterwards he was consecrated 
bishop of that ancient see, by Fleming, archbishop of Dub- 
lin, in St. Peter's, Drogheda. During his government of 
the see of Kilmore, Fleming of Dublin, Dease of Meath, and 
other prelates, were engaged in a controversy about certain 
exemptions on which the mendicant orders insisted as their 
right ; and among the bishops who then decided in their 
favour was Hugh Kilmore, wno, by an instrument signed 
with his hand and seal, in June 1627, declared that the 
Regulars were not bound to contribute, of the precarious 
income, to the maintenance of the ordinary or of the parish 
priests of the diocese in which their convents were situated. 
In the year immediately following, Boyle, earl of Cork, 
and Loftus, tiscount Ely, were api)oiuted lords justices, in 
the absence of deputy F'alkland, and these two un- 
scrupulous persecutors availed themselves of their ample 
powers to harass the unfortunate Catholics, fining them for 
absenting themselves from the Protestant churches, and 
having their children ba})tized by their rightful pastors. 
Not satisfied with this mode of extortion, they gave a sort 
of roving commission to a staff of greedy officials, whom 
they styled "surveyors of bells and parish churches," 
empowering them to go through the country and report 
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** on {he state of religions edifices ;" and while on this tonr 
of inspection, " to cess themselves on the papists for chitkens 
and bacon, and to arrest all sus|)ected dignitaries of the 
Bomish religion." On arriving m the neighbourhood of 
Kihnore, where, in virtue of their high powers, all the hen- 
loosts and hog-styes were placed under contribution, they 
were informed that Hugh O'Reilly, a popish bishop, had 
presumed to exercise his functions in that quarter, ordain- 
mg, confirming, and administering other sacraments; and 
they at once resolved to carry him to Dublin, if they could 
lay hands on such a daring delinquent. The bishop, how- 
ever, took refuge in the homesteads of his poor flock, and 
notwithstanding the temptation of large rewards, the 
executive could not induce any one to surrender him to his 
enemies. How often, in those evil times, have the Catholic 
prelates found, in., the poor cabin of an Irish i)easant, that 
shelter and protection which they could not hope to get 
within the moated mansions, inhabited by wealthy lords of 
their own communion ! Another incident, which we cannot 
omit, will show that, at the period of which we are writing, 
the life or liberty of a Catholic bishop weighed very lightly 
in the estimation of an English lord-deputy or his sub- 
ordinates. 

We must first, however, premise that the pope, after a 
year's deliberation, resolved to confer the primacy on Hugh 
Kilmore, and that the bull sanctioning his translation ta 
the archiepiscopal see reached Ireland in 1627. Neverthe- 
less, he did not exercise primatial jurisdiction before 16.30, 
at the pallium was not sent to him till the last-named 
period, when he was succeeded in the see of Kilmore by 
fkigene Sweeney. Let us now revert to the incident to 
which we have alluded. 

When about to leave the scene of his earliest labours, 
Hugh, now archbishop elect of Armagh, asked father 
Cahill, parish priest of SS. Michael and John, to get a 
Dublin artist to make two seals, one bearing the arms of 
Kilmore, for the newly-appointed bishop, the other for 
himself, with the arms of the primacy. Cahill executed 
his commission, but no sooner were the lords justices made 
aware of this simple fact, which they regarded as an 
illegal assumption of ecclesiastical titles, than they issued 
a warrant for the arrest of the priest, whom, as they could 
not lay hands on the principal delinquent, they flung into 

M 
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the dungeon of Dnblin CaFtle» from which he fortnnataly 
eftcai>eil after a lencthened imprisonment. We mentiai 
this circumstance sulely to show how intolerant wtm tlM 
bigotry of the Government at the period, and how del^tai 
thitse iiuttices would have been to trample nnder foot Hn^ 
archbishop of Armagh, if he had the misfortnne to oroM 
their path. As for him, be it told to his hononr, he wM 
not unmindful of what Cahill had suffered in hia behalf | 
for, at a subsequent period, when the poor man was en- 
tangled in some difficulties about canonical institntion in 
his }»Arish, the nrimate generously came to his reacne^ and 
had him rehabilitated. 

On taking iK)88ession of the see of Armagh, O'Reilly's finfc 
act was to convoke a synod of his clergy at Drogheda^ whan 
among other ordinances he enacted stringent laws against 
the UM of chalices made of tin and other base metals ; for 
the plunder of the churches and the confiscation ox six 
counties in Ulster, after the attainder of the earls, had im* 
poverished both clei^ and people, and compelled the former 
to celebrate the divine service as best they could, and with* 
out strict observance to the rubric, as far as altar require- 
ment:) were concerned. Another matter of no lesa interest 
to his pastoral vigilance was the depravation of morals then 
pervading all classes in the see of Armagh ; for the new 
colouists, or ** undertakers," as they were called, had im- 

Iiorted with them vicious habits hitherto unknown to the 
TLsh. To guard his poor flock against such corruption and 
contapon, O'Reilly laboured incessantly, and it was his 
good fortune to tind his efforts crowned with success ; for 
the survivors of the wars of Tyrone not only clung with 
fidelity to the religion of their fathers, but kept themselves 
uncontaminated by the profligate example of the planters. 
While thus reforming the discipline of the clergy, and recon- 
ciling the dispossessed laity to their hard lot, O'Reilly had 
to ]>roceed with greatest caution, frequently administering 
confirmation in the woods or on the hill-sides, and occa- 
sionally resorting to some shieling for the celebration of 
Mass. Withal, m the face of those multiplied difficulties, 
he bore himself courageously as beseemed a great archbishops 
with the blood of an ancient and noble race in his veins. 
When the representatives of the old septs grew wrathful, 
and would have thought it not ill done to slay the " plan- 
ten** for whom they had been evicted from their rightful 
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itancp, he had only to instance the calamities which 
•efallen his own family and kindred, in order to tatay 
plifted hand and angry blow ; but when he addressed 
i]i to their religious sensibilities, and showed that 
ing and oppression have ever been the portion of the 
stined, and that God, in his own good time mi^bt 
[ose the term of endurance, they listened to him with 
eace, and drew hope and comfort from his holy ooun- 

For fully eleven years before the rising of 1641, arch- 
p O^Reilly was obliged to discharge tSl the functions 
) office as it were clandestinely ; for, to say nothing of 
inti-eatholk; settlers who were then scattered over 
ir, the principal towns of his see were garrisoned by 
IS, who, in their fanatic horror of prelacy of any deno- 
tion, would have deemed it a goodly act to imprison or 
him. We can, therefore, understand how the foresaid 
of his primacy is not characterized by any of tiiose 
mstrative proceedings which would have bean insepa- 
s from his dignity and ^losition under other and better 
mstances. There is, however, one fact connected with 
arly years of his archiepiscopai government which we 
not pass over, namely, his earnest but unsuccessful 
apt to have the Gregorian calendar universally received, 
»my in his own diocese, but throughout all Ireland. In 
he was the first Irish bishop who endeavoured to sup- 
b the old Jfdian eomputaUon ; but his efforts did not 
3ed, as the attempt was generally viewed in the light 
strange innovation. 

etermitting all notice of the cruelties and bitter oppres- 
which more immediately instigated the insurrection of 
, we have only to state, that archbishop O'Reilly, like 
>ther members of the Irish hierarchy, did his utmost to 
ain the violence of the peo{de, who would have wreaked 
^ance on their persecutors, had they beea left to their 

wild instincts, at that momentous crisis. With Sir 
lim O'Neill and Magennis, lord Iveagh, he employed his 
t influence, urging tiiem to keep the armed multitudes 
leck, and to prevent, as far as in them lay, the massacre 
pillage of Protestants. Such salutary restraint, enforced 
he exhortations of the primate, produced most happy 
Its; for the northern chieftains, and the rude array tney 
manded at the first outbreak, respected him too much 
iolate the lessons of forbearance and charity which he 
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peneveringly incalcated. It ia not our prorinoe to ded 
with the grosa misrepresentations which haye been wxitten 
of the conduct of the Irish insiurgents at this period, or wtUi 
the calumnies heaped on the hoM. of Phelim O'Neill and hit 
followers, for they cannot stand the test of historical criti- 
cism ; but we may safely assert, that archbiahoj> O'Bdlbr'i 
interposition saved many a life, and protected innnmerabk 
homesteads from fire and sword. Borlase, Temfde, and 
others, have utterly ignored his interference on bd^alf of 
the Protestant colonists, who were then whoUy at the merqr 
of the insurgents : but we have only to repeat that tiis 
exaggerations of those writers would wear some show of 
truth, if 0*Reilly had not interposed his high authorily tD 
curb the fierce impulses of men ^prown desperate by rssson 
of the flagrant injustice with which they had been trosisd 
by the canting knaves and bigots who then mifl{goveni0d 
Ireland. 

At length, when the revolution had spread throngb the 
midland and Munster provinces, and the lords of the pels 
found it necessary to arm for their lives and freedom of 
religion, O'Reilly bethought him that the movement mi^t 
be 8na])ed into a national organization, which, if supported 
by an efficient parliament, treasury, and army, would be 
aule to sustain the king against his enemies, and secure for 
the Irish Catholics the rei)eal of all those odious laws, which 
ground them down since the apostasy of Henry VIIL 
This, indeed, was a grand idea, worthy the brain of a great 
statesman, and never since then, or before that period, has 
Ireland produced a greater prelate than he who originated 
the catholic confederacy. 

Devoting all his energies to this grand object, O'Reilly 
convened a provincial synod at Kells, early in March, 16^ 
when the bishops declared that the war undertaken by the 
Irish people, for their king, religion and country, was just 
and lawful. In the May following, he caused a ruUional 
synod, composed of prelates and lay lords, to meet at Eal- 
kenny, where, after having ratified their former declaration 
they framed an oath of association, to be taken by all their 
adherents, binding them to maintain the fundamental laws 
of Ireland, the free exercise of religion, and true allegiance 
to Charles I. Both synods were attended by the entire of 
the Irish hierarchy, either personally or by proxy, witih the 
exception of Thomas Dease, bishop of Meath, whose eventful 
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histoiy 18 insqnrably associated with that of Hugh, 
archbishop of Armagh. 

The family of Dease is one of some antiquity in the 
county Westmeath, where they possessed considerable 
landed estates early in the fifteenth century. They were 
also seized of a goodly property, in the county Cavan, and 
the head of the family, in 1596 and 1630, was Laurence 
Bease, father of Thomas, who, on the death of his elder 
brother, succeeded to the entire estate. This Thomas was 
bom in or about the year 1568, and from his earliest boy- 
hood resolved to embrace the ecclesiastical profession. 
Having completed his studies at home, where ne earned 
reputation as a poet in the Celtic tongue, and made himself 
thoroughly master of classical literature, he was ordained 
priest, and then proceeded to Paris, where he graduated in 
theology, philosophy, and canon law, and was honoured 
with the title of doctor in each of these faculties. Paris 
was the first scene of his clerical career, and in that city he 
devoted himself to the performance of the most irksome, yet 
eharitable offices that come within the sphere of a missionary 
priest. At length, his piety, learning, and gentle breeding 
made character for him at Kome, and Gregory XV. raised 
him to the see of Meath. Dease was accordingly consecrated 
at Paris, in May 1622, and arrived in Ireland towards the 
dose of the following October. On taking possession of his 
diocese, he convened a synod of the clergy, and after ex- 
horting them to co-operate with him in reforming many 
abuses then prevalent, he warned them of the necessity of 
proving themselves loyal subjects to the English govern- 
ment in all things compatible with conscience. Unc^ualified 
loyalty was the fixed and ruling principle of his life, and 
nothing would have been more paradoxical in his eyes than 
an attempt to subvert any government, no matter how 
despotic or unjust. If anvthing were wanting to heighten 
Dease*B respect for English rule, at the period of which we 
are writine, he found it, doubtless, in his constant asso- 
ciation wim his maternal relative, Richard tenth Baron of 
Delvin, in whose mansion he resided nearly twenty years 
after his elevation to the see of Meath. Delvin, it must 
be recollected, was, in his hot youth, ** a rebel," but worked 
hit reconciliation, and saved his estates by turning traitor 
to O'Neill and O'Donnell, with whom he had, according to 
Qum cari/essUm, plotted, in 1607f to subvert the govern- 
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ment of ur Arthur Chichester. Grown old and very 
religious, he regretted the yaat, and like many anothv 
pardoned revolutioaist, foond it safest policy to make a 
jiarade of his loyalty, and to denonnce on all occasioos the 
abettors of any attempt at insurrection. The interests of 
the prelate and the baron were in most respects identical, 
for both were ze^ons sons of holy* Church, and both were 
in the iteaceful enjoyment of a large estate^ Beligioa 
oounselled obedience to higher powers^ Knd prudence sqg- 
^ted tiiat neither of th^ ought to compromise a tux 
inheritauce by manifesting discontent or sympathy with 
** the dispoes»sed, " whose main object was to recover their 
forfeited lands. Dease, in fact, was one of tiiose prelatoi^ 
whom Rinuccini describes as, " Timid, satisfied with men 
toleratioo, and content at being allowed to perfonn their 
few functions privately, without mitre or vestments, this 
preserving the substance of the faith, and keeping them- 
aelves clear of all risk.** 

Actuated by snch sentiments, Dease preached snbmisnon 
and obedience to the constituted authorities; and in justice 
to the latter it must be admitted that they did not toouble 
themselves about him or his flock as long as they had kept 
aloof from the insurrection. When, however, the people of 
Meath did take })art in the general movement, Dease fouad 
that his pacitic homilies had gone for nothing ; for, notwith- 
standing his praiseworthy efforts to save the residence and 
library of Martin, Protestant bishop of Meath, from des- 
truction, the armed multitude, instead of obeying, told him 
that he had already overstepped his authority in forbidding 
them to go to the assistance of Sir Phelim O'Neill, while 
the latter was besieging Dro^heda. What we have nov 
stated will account satisfactorily for Dease's reluctance to 
take any part in the organization set on foot by the primate 
whose summons to meet the prelates assembled at Cavan, 
Kilkenny, and Armagh, either in person or by proctor, he 
persistently disobeyed. The primate, however, would not 
despair of gaining him and lord Delvin to the confederacy, 
till he had exhausted his last resource, which was to send 
Father James Nugent, a Cistercian friar, to wait on and 
entreat them to join the movement. Fair words and gentle 
exhortations failing, Nugent was authorized to threaten 
both prelate and baron with the metropolitan's hish dis- 
pleasure ; but before resorting to the latter alternative, he 
was instructed to employ all his powers of persuasion, in 
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order to show that the newly-formed confederacy had 
within it every element that was required to insure ultimate 
triumph. Vunly, however, did Nugent urge that Owen 
O'Neill, with a numerous staff of officert», was coming home 
to supersede the fierce Sir Phelim, and discipline the raw 
levies which had rallied pound the latter; that Father 
Wadding was getting Istrge subsidies from the cardinals at 
Rome, &r prosecuting me war against the enemies of 
Cathi^city and the king ; that the Irish troops serving the 
crown of Spain had laid up at Antwerp a considerable 
supply of arms, purchased with the savings of their pay ; 
and finally, that the pope countenanced the movement, nay, 
blessed it, and promised to sustain it. But all these 
arguments were lost on Dease; for, after remarking that the 
condition of a country is never so hopeless as when it has 
to trust to foreign invasion for redress of grievances ; he 
.shrugged his shoulders, and silenced the pleader by quoting 
that text in which divine wisdom rebukes the improvident 
and overweening — '* What king about to make war with 
another king, doth not first sit down and think whether he 
be able, wim ten thousand, to meet him, that with twenty 
thousand, cometh against him ?" 

In fact, Dease looked on the whole project as imprudent 
and chimerical, and he consequently flouted it. Delvin, 
however, did not view it in this light ; for, although Dease 
would fain persuade him that Nugent's threats were not to 
be heeded, the baron submitted to the primate's counsels, 
and affected to join the other lords of the Pale, if we may 
credit a contemporary narrative of one in timately acquainted 
with all the events of the period. The immediate conse- 
quence of Delvin*s pretended adhesion was an interruption 
of the friendship that had so long subsisted between him 
and Dease, who then betook himself to his mansion of Tur- 
botston, where he resided many years afterwards. 

Meanwhile, archbishop O'Keilly had the satisfaction of 
seeing the confederacy strong and pro82)erous, supported by 
a small fleet of its own, a strong army commanded by Irish 
generals, who had distinguished themselves^broad, and the 
sym^iathy of the |)ope and other continental Catholic ])owers. 
In his cai)acity of spiritual f>eer he occasionally took i^art 
in the debates of the supreme council at Kilkenny, where 
he signed various commissions, and discharged other duties 
of his position. His diocese, however, engrossed most of hia 
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care, for he flattered himielf that the oigaDuatioii, mhoA 
MTSM the work of his own brain, would eventually realin 
his highest hoi>e8, and leave him free to Buperintend Im 
spiritual charge, without involving him in political hcoik 
But in this he waa mistaken, for aoon after the arrival cf J 
the nuuzio, he began to discover that the chief lay membcn •: 
of the 8U]>reme council had taken upon them, by virtue cf \ 
some aucient privilege of the English crown in GatbdiB \ 
times, to nominate biishops to the vacant Irish sees, witlii 
out conHidting him or asking his sanction. This assnn^rtioii ^ 
he deprecated in personal interviews with the nunsu, M i 
well as in letters to that personage ; but the latter, wliSa | 
ignoring any right of the supreme council to inteifere ii \ 
such matters, undertook the whole trouble of reiwrtiog to ! 
Kome, ou the comparative merits of the bishoiis-demgnato. I 
There can be no doubt that O'Keilly approvedfthe muuio'^ -: 
general i>olicy, and regarded it in every sense as bert 
atlajited tor remedying the many grievances which wta^jbei 
BO lieavily on the Irish Catholics, and for the remom d | 
wliicli they were now in ' arms. Owen O'Neill was the 
nnnzio's favorite general, and this celebrated soldier WM ' 
0'lvcilly*8 kinsman. The Ulster forces were the staunchert 
of iviiiucciurs adherents, and we need hardly say that the 
majority of them was recruited within the mmiediate 
jurisdiction of the primacy, on the hills and in the glens of 
Tyrone, where the traditions of Hugh O'Neill's victoiiee 
were not yet half a century old. In a word, the brain and 
muscle on which the nunzio built all his hopes of success 
belonged to the northern province, and decidedly the most 
intluontial and energetic man there at that period was the 
arcli1)iK)iop of Armagh. His own immediate relatives, and 
the followers of his ancient house, held high command and 
served in the confederate ranks, and so great was the re- 
liance of the Catholics on their valour and fidelity, that 
when Malmorra, sumomed the Slasher^ was slam on the 
bridge of Fenagh, near Granard, in an encounter with the 
Scotch covenanters, his kinsmen carried his corse to the old 
burj'ing- place, in the Franciscan convent of Cavan, and 
tliere raised a neonument, with an ejntaph, which dolorously 
set forth that Ireland lay vanquished in the same grave 
with him — 

" LECTOR . NE . CREDAS . SOLUM . PERUSE . MILONEM 
HOC . NAM . SUB . TUMULO . rATRI A . VICTA . JACJb.T.*» 
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is almost saperflaous to add that at Benburb, the 
Qlys we|re in the forefront of that memorable battle, 
hat Philip O^JEleilly, Owen O'Neill's brother-in-law, 
:inBtnan to the archbishop, with his followers, helped 
hieve a victory unparalleled since the days of the 
iait Hugh'' — a victory, indeed, which, for a while, 

the nunzio fancy that the object of his mission was 
iplished, and estobliabed between him and the arch- 
p a reciprocal friendship which outlived hopes, reverses, 
errible disasters. 

ere is, however, another aspect of the archbishop's 
.cter, which shall evermore command the admiration 
) Irish student and scholar, priest and layman. We 

his patronage and encouragement of Colgan, the poor 
siscan of Inisnowen, who, in Louvain, at nis instance, 
lenced and completed the *'Acta Sanctonim Hiber- 
—a work which will perpetuate the name of the author 
OS patron as long as men value great genius and pro- 
l literary research. Gracefully, indeed, has Colgan 
)wledged his obligations to the archbishop, for he tells 
%t, *' he cheered mm on in his imdertaking, and secured 
im the sympathy and aid of his suffragans.'' Colgan 
lis community were poor, and had not wherewithal to 

the noble tome ; but O'Keilly, in order to eternise the 

of the Irish saints, gave, out of his scant revenue, 
ys for the publication, and had the happiness of seeiog 
cribed with his own name. May we not imagine with 

complacency he perused those pages in whicm Colgan 
sgantly alludes to his princely origin ; the renown of 
acestors in ancient times ; their prowess in the battle* 
; their munificence to church and cloister ; his own 
otion to his native see of Kilmore; his elevation to the 
ftcy, and the hereditary valour of his kinsmen, who, 
tiy of their sires, were then in arms for religion, king, 
atherland. This, indeed, was a patent of mtellectual 
ity which no monarch could confer, 
luctant to take any part in the debates of the supreme 
sil at Kilkenny, now that the nunzio was there with 
aramount authority, O'Keilly devoted himself wholly 
s diocese, from which the iScotch covenanters had flied 
e sea-board, after the victory of Benburb. In fact, 
36 had greater attractions for him than the arena of 
eoate, and he does not appear to have coocemed him- 
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self with the iwooeedingi of the Utter, till the 
rejected Onnond*i thirty artioleB, at Waterford, in 
•when he eent Edmond .OTeagne, with fall powers 
as his prootor, and sabeorihe uie declaration by whi 
viceroy's treaty was pronoanced worse than i 
Thenceforth, that ia tul 1648, he seems to havi 
noUiing more than a spectator of the events which ci 
so altemating^y in that interraL Intelligence of tiie 
in the confMerate coancil reached him from afar, 
only incident that coald mitigate snch calamity n 
sncoess that attended the arms of his kinsman, ( 
who, at the nnnzio's sommons, marched ranidb 
Connaoffht into Leinster, and after beating Incniqci 
the paniament general, Jones, saved Kilkenny i 
Catholics. Those, however, were but momentary trii 
valneless in their results, and no wise compensati 
division and discord that were fast breaking np the 
oiganiaation on which he had calculated so hopeful! 
alas I so falsely. Let us now leave him for a whij 
resume our notice of Dease. 

Inflexible in his egotism, thia prelate kept aloof fn 

fUBnenl movement, calmly watcliine i)a88ing events, 

lug bis diocese, under peculiar disadvantages, and 1 

to the goodly estate which he had inherited. I 

comparative isolation he had grown very old and i 

so much so, that in 1646, the nunzio wrote to Rom 

he was at the point of death, and that he, Deas 

anxious that his nephew, Oliver, should be 4kpp 

coadjutor in the see of Meath. The nunzio's foreix 

however, were not realized ; for, six months after th 

of that letter, he and the bishop were at variance ah 

appointment which the latter had made to the a 

monastery of Tristemagh. Dease collated one < 

Tuite to the priory ; but the nunzio, acting under it 

tions from Home, resolved that that i)er8on shoi 

removed, to make way for father Andrew Nugent, a 

regular of St Augustine, to which order the place be) 

beiure the suppression of religious houses. This, 

ever, was but a trifle compared to the charge whi< 

nnnzio laid at Dease's door, alleging that he and the ) 

of Dromore had blown the coals of enmity between ge 

O'Neill and Preston, and so inflamed the mutual disli 

both, that Dublin was loa\i to V^i^ cQx&<(idAt«.tea b^ 

want of union. 
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Two yean afterwards, that is in 1648, Dease grew more 
infirm, and made his will, when some one informed the 
nunzio that he was really in extremis, and beyond all hope. 

Hearing this, he wrote to Borne—'* The bishop of Meath 
died in hia eightieth year, to the great advantage of this 
kingdom ; for he was a man who held opinions little short 
of heretical ; and old as he was, I was obliged to threaten 
him with a citation before the holy see." But, in about a 
month after the despatch of this angry missive, he dis- 
covered that he had been misinformed, and he thereon wrote 
again to Rome — *'The bishop of Meath is not dead, but has 
been spared to try the patience of the good !" Dease, 
indeed, did recover, and when grown conv2Qescent, proved 
himself more than ever contumacious to the nunzio. Oliver 
Dease, his nephew, it is true, subscribed the rejection of 
Ormond's peace, in 1646 ; but as for the bishop, his name 
does not appear in the proceedings of the confederates, till 
the nunzio published sentence of excommunication against 
aU supporters of Inchiquin's treaty, in 1648. Forcmoet 
among the prelates who stood by that fatal measure was 
the archlnsnop of Armagh ; but of all those who main- 
tained that it was uncalled for, and ruinous to the common 
interest^ none was more demonstrative than the bishop of 
Meath. With the nunzio were Owen O'Neill and his 
Ulster army, and arrayed against both were Preston and 
his Leinster forces. It was, in sooth, a sad battle ; for on 
the same field were now arrayed against each other, soldiers 
and theologians, the cope against the corslet ; the spiritual 
against the carnal weapon I No sooner, however, had the 
foresaid sentence appeared, than the party of the supreme 
council opposed to the nunzio drew up seven queries, 
touching the validity of the censures, and submitted them 
to Boihe, bishop of Ossory, that he might pronounce upon 
same, for quieting of their consrience and preservation of 
the commonweal. Rothe theroon returned his celebrated 
answer to said queries, and satisfied the opposition that the 
nunzio was in the wrong, an 1 had exceeded his powers. 
But in order that nothing rihould be wanting t.o confirm 
this pronouncement, Rothe e ibmitted his decision to Dease, 
who, after maturely weighing all the arguments and objec- 
tions advanced by his frien I, signed a x)ublic instrument, 
in which he declared that the nunzio's excommunication 
null and void, natura \a . s well as by reason of the 
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appeal which had been forwarded to Rome. In a wofd, 
Dease treated the nunzio^s sentence with coatempt, ind 
decided that Ossory^s ''Answers'* should be pubushed, 
** as conducive to the interests of the crown, 2uul incolcai- 
ing true allegiance to the civil government^ according toti» 
laws of Grod and his Church." 

In this conflict of opinions and arms the year 1648 won 
out, and in February of the following year the nunzio lek 
sail from Ireland, leaving behind him a people whose utter 
want of cohesion could not but involve tnem in speedvndo. 
To avert the latter, Ormond had been recalled to taaie the 
reins of government in Ireland ; and nine bishops, trusting 
to his promise of protection for reli^on, life, and esUfee^ 
issued circular letters to their respective dioceses, exluurtug 
the people to sup])ort the viceroy, who, to use their own 
language, was sure to win "the green laurel of peaces" and 
triumph over the Gromwellians. De Burgh, arcfabisjiop of 
Tuam, was at the head of this party, and Dease, among 
others, followed in that dignitary s path. 

The primate, we need hardly say, objected to those pro- 
ceedings, and kept himself apart hx>m the bishops who nad 
gone over to Ormond, and made light of the nuncio's com- 
mands. But a bitterer and heavier affliction than their 
defection had come upon him in the midst of this turmoU ; 
for on the 6th of November, 1649, Owen O'Neill died in 
the castle of Philip O'Reilly, at Cloughouter ; where, in 
the words of his secretary, *' he resigned his socd to God, a 
true child of the Catholic religion, in full sense and memory, 
many of both secular and regular clergy assisting him in 
such a doubtful transit." As soon, however, as the primate 
had bestowed the last honours on the great soldier, and 
seen him laid in the cemetery of the Franciscan monastery 
of Cavan, he hastened to Clonmacnoise, to preside at a 
synod of nineteen prelates, assembled under the shadow of 
that venerable ruin, when he subscribed a proclamation 
beseeching the Irish i)eople to unite for the preservation of 
their religion, king, and country. But such appeals to 

Eatriotism and loyalty were of little avail ; for Cromwell 
ad already won Dublin, Drogheda, Wexford, and other 
great advantages. Withal, the archbishop, hoping against 
hope, presided at other synods, convened for the same pur- 
pose, at Loughreagh and in Jamestown in 1650 ; and in the 
last of these he was appointed one of the commissioners who 



\ 
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ok to make a final effort for religion, kins, and 
The prelates with whom he acted had sdected 
as the safest place for their deliberations, and he 
A there for a brief space, taking part in the coundls 
colleagues, who now saw no remedy for Ireland, 
the protectorate so generously offered by the Ca- 
uke of Lorraine, and which, we need hardly observe, 
ndiated by the advisers of Charles the second, who' 
ooner see Cromwell master of the whole island than 
tholic potentate. Having set this negotiation on 
e primate empowered O'Cullenaa^bishop of Eaphoe, 
for him as his proctor, and theiffbok his departure 
lity Island, in Lough Erne, where, after closing a 
saddest reverses, he resigned his soul to God, a.!). 
BT. 72. Some generous friebds, who consoled his 
tments, thought it a pity to leave his remains far 
rom the old Franciscan monastery of Cavan, and 
cordingly had them removed unostentatiously, and 
I in the same ^ave with Owen O'Neill and Miles 
Hasher." Surely it was well thought to lay the 
f so true a prelate in the same soil with the great 
ns of his own race and kindred ! 
year before O'Keilly's decease, Dease died tranquilly 
Jesuits' house at Galway, for he had fled to that 
nkiug that his friend and henchman, general Pres- 
ould be able to hold it against the parliament, 
atisfied with his past political life, h^ declared, in his 
ments, that he had nothing to regret or retract ; and 
I passed away, after having received all the sacra- 
>f the Church, and made his will, in which he pro- 
or the future wants of his diocese, by leaving money 
education of clerics, or, as he calls them * ' chnrch- 
who, it would appear, were to be members of his 
cient house. Whatever his errors may have been, 
An be no doubt that he was a learned and zealous 
and those who differed with and survived him had 
to admit that his application of the gospel parable 
>t altogether mistaken. His remains, followed by 
suits, to whom he was a benefactor, were interred 
;he threshold of the sacristy of the collegiate^ church 
{Nicholas, Galway, where his friend and admirer, Sir 
d Sellings, raised to his memory a monument, for 
he composed the following epitapn : — 
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*-lK . LACHRTMAS . OCULQS . HTBEKNIA . SOLVE . CADAT({n 
IL«C . HECATOMBK . SUPER . PRiESULIS . OSSA . TUI 
II IC . PIUS . HIC . PRUDENS . REAI . SUA . JURA . DEOQUI 

REDDERE . CALLED AT . DOGTUS . UTROQUE . FORO 
BELLA . FIDEM . REONUM . COiCO . DISGRIMINE . CUNCIl 
MISCEBANT . FIXA . SED . STETIT . ILLA . PETRA 
L(ETA . ILLI . GRAVITAS . ET . MENTIS . AXABILE . PQMDin 
ELOQUIO . DULCIS . ORANDIS . ET . IMGENIO 
INTERNiE . VULTUS . RUTILABAT . GRATIA . FLAMIU 
ILLI . ARDENS . ZELUS . SED . RATIONE . SAGAX 
EXTRA . TALIS . ERAT . LUBERET . PENETRARE . SED . HTC 
OCCURUET . SERAPHIM . COR . IN . IGNE . MIGANS 
TANTA .ILLI . CASTA . SEMPER . CUSTODIA . MENTIS 

UT . LIBARE . DEO . PROMPTUS . UBIQUE . FORET 

SI . FLETU . POSMCT • REVOCARI . TALIS . IN . AURAS 

PILESUL . IN . STERNUM LUMEN . UT&UMQUE . ILERfiL' 



CHAPTER VL 

About the close of November, 1645, Binaoohii was r 
ceived at St. Patrick^s ^te, Kilkenny, with all the honiNi 
due to 8o high and puissant a per8onaj|;e as the nnni 
extraordinary accredited by the Holy See. to the confedeim 
Catholics of Ireland, The clergy, secular and regnli 
awaited his coming in and about the city gate, an das soc 
as he passed under its arch, he mounted a richly- capariaoiv 
horse, and proceeded towards the ancient cathedral of £ 
Ganice, escorted by the municipal and military authoritii 
It was a wet and dismal day, the like of which the ItiJi 
had never seen in his own oright land, but notwithstan 
ing the rain, that fell in torrents, all Kilkenny was asti 
and thousands of the peasantry had ^thered within t 
walls to witness the showy pageant. Four citizens, bai 
headed, upheld the shafts of a rich canopy, to protect i 
nunzio from the rain, and as soon as he came in front 
the market eroas, the procession halted, while a yoa 
student read a Latin oration, extolling the goodness 
pope Urban VIII., and welcoming his minister to the chi 
city of the confederates. To tnis greeting the nnni 
replied in the language of the address, thanking the citice 
for the cordial reception they had accorded him, laudi 
their devotedness to the holy see, and invoking heave 
blessing on their struggle for religion, king, ana connti 
His words on this occasion, 'were viwy but spoken with 
the fervid auimatiou ao 'i^^\i\Aax \a \\ai ?i \M M v, v&sS^ vi^ i 
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ricHy h. norons cadences which characterise their pronuncia- 
tion of Latin. As soon as he had concluded, the procession 
resumed its route without halting again till it reached the 
great gate of St. Ganice's, where David Rothe, bishop of 
Ossory, surrounded by all the minor officers of his cathedral, 
some bearing lighted torches, others incense and holy 
Water, stood waiting the arrival of the nunzio. After 
matoal salutation the bishop handed him the aspersorium 
and incense ; and then they both proceeded to the grand 
41tar, from which, after the prayers prescribed for such 
occasion had been said, the nunzio gave solemn benediction 
to the vast multitude that crowded the nave and aisles of 
ihe holy edifice. Thus met, for the first time, on the 
threshold and altar-steps of St. Ganice*s, Kothe and 
Knnccini, the one a feeble old man, in the seventy-third 
year of his age, and twenty-seventh of his episcopacy, 
spent by marvellous literary toil and incredible hard^ips ; 
and the other, his junior by some twenty years, hale and 
fresh from his archiepiscopal principality of Fermo, and 
knowing nothing of persecution for religion's sake, save 
what he had learnt of it in the lives of the saints, or from 
the glowing frescos that decorated the walls of Italian 
churches. Could it have occurred to either of these high 
dignitaries that they were one day to part irreconcileable 
opponents, and that the point of divergence for both was to 
be that very altar at whose foot they now knelt together, 
ihanking God for favours given, and supplicating him to 
•end the spirit of peace ana concord into the hearts and 
oonncils of the half-emancipated Irish Catholics? Some 
there were, indeed, witnesses of this function who augured 
little good could accrue to Ireland from the presence and 
overbearing influence of the Florentine patrician-prelate at 
inch a crisis in their country's destiny ; but there were 
many who believed that he, and he alone, had the wisdom 
that could save the people from ruin ; and so thoroughly 
were they convinced of this, that, when all was lost, they 
attributed failure and defeat to the obstinacy of those 
who slighted his advice and repudiated his policy. The 
bishop of Ossory, however, far from sharing the sentiments 
of the latter, entertained views totally different, and lived 
lone enough to see the metropolis of fals diocese surrendered 
to Cromwell ; but not long enough, unfortunately, to add t9 
his paUiihed works a fair and impartial statement of th« 
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OMIMS that broaght about lach a tetriUe and imtamnUi 
oaUmi^. 

The nmily from whibh tihis prelate deaoended wu one if 
rej«]iectable antiqaity in the city of Kilkenny, where tkf 
held the position of opulent merohants early in the fiffeeeni 
centurv, and for many generations afterwaids. Indeed, il 
is likely enough that the first of them came to KilkHBiy 
with the first of the Bntlers, and established himself tlun 
imder the protection of that poissant lord ; bat be thitii 
it may, there is evidence to show that his detoendaili 
were ever faithful and devoted retainers of the mat hosn 
of Ormond. David, whose works were destined to elsfite 
and perpetuate the name of his nrogenitors and kindred, 
and whose chequered life— extenaing over so oonsideiiUB 
a portion of the first half of the seventeenth centnry— woold 
be sufficient to interest ns without his celebrity as a writer, 
was bom in Kilkenny, in 1572, a year memorable in Irii 
annals, for the stout resistance of the Geraldines in Ai 
south,' and the de Burgos in the western provinosb t» 
Perrot, Fitton, and omeir armed preachers of tiie B» 
formation. 

David and his brother Edward, sole snrvivors of ei^ 
chihiren, were left orphans when very young ; but owuig 
to the thrifty management of their guardians, they were 
amply provided for on reaching man's estate. Edward 
devoted himself to commercial pursuits, and David resdTed 
to embrace the ecclesiastical profession. There can be 
little doubt that the latter received the earliest rudimenti 
of education in his native city ; and it is quite certain that 
he repaired to the college of Douay for the study of Greek 
and philosophy. Having distinguished himself there, he 
removed to Salamanca, where, on attaining canoniod age, 
he was ordained priest, after being promoted to the degree 
of doctor in civil and canon law, and acquiring a thorough 
knowledge of the Spanish language. It would appear that 
he tarried a long time abroad, for, if we may credit a brief 
notice of him, written by the celebrated John Lynch, he 
did not return to Ireland till 1610, when he had completed 
his thirty-eighth year. Long, however, before he sot oat 
for home, the fame of his prudence and extensive acquire* 
mcnts had reached the ears of Paul V., who, on the sngfi;ei- 
tion of Maffeo Barberini, appointed him prothonotaiy- 
apostolic, vicar-general of Armagh, in the ab^nce of Peter 
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Lombard, then an exile at Rome, and, fhrtliermore, 
empowered him to arbitrate summarily on certain subjects, 
concerning which the Irish clergy, regular and secular, were 
then at variance. 

Honoured with such signal proofs of the pope*s esteem, 
Aothe reached Kilkenny, just three years after the memo- 
rable flight of the earls, the apprehension of whose return 
with an invading force, gave Sir Arthur Chichester, then 
lord deputy, so many plausible pretexts for persecuting the 
CSatholics, and their dignitaries especially, who were re- 
garded as emissaries sent by Rome to stimulate disloyalty 
and rebellion in Ireland. How disguised, or from which 
of the Irish ports Rothe made his way to his native city has 
not transpired, but, doubtless, he must have been aided by 
more than ordinarily favourable circumstances in eluding 
the keen vigilance of the deputy, who knew well that he 
■toed high in the good graces of Paul V. 

At the period of Rothe*s arrival, the see of Ossory was 
vacant, for Strong, its late bishop, banned and exiled from 
Ireland for non-conformity, had died in Compostella, and 
as it were, to heighten the misery of the people thus de- 
prived of a chief pastor, Sir Arthur Chichester was carrying 
out the iniquitous policy of James I., hunting down the 
" paifists," enriching himself with their confiscated lands, 
and scattering, at the sword's |)oint, whenever he found it 
safe to do so, the congregations assembled for the celebration 
of Mass. Kilkenny was more than once the scene of these 
flagrant outrages ; but, happily for the citizens, the house 
of Ormond had not yet entirely apostatized, and many of 
its members still adhered to the ancient religion, and pro- 
tected its worshippers. 

Rothe, we need hardly say, was kindly regarded by lord 
Monntgarret and Richard Butler, both sincere Catholics, 
and their interposition enabled him to live in comparative 
ease, and to discharge, though with greatest circumspection, 
the onerous duties of his calling. Zealous in the fullilment 
of all priestly offices, and labouring earnestly for the spiri- 
tual welfare of the faithful of Kilkenny, he, at the same 
time, was an attentive observer of passing events, and took 
special care to note down all the atrocities which Chichester 
was perpetrating on the oppressed and plundered Catholics. 
It was m the very year of Rothe's return to Ireland that 
O'Deveny, bishop of Down and Connor, was committed 

N 
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prisoner to Dublin Castle ; and, although the latter wu 
giianled with lynx-eyed vi^ance while waiting the mockeiy 
of trial, Rothe, nevertheless, contrived to maintain a secFefc 
'*.orre8])ondence with him, and to obtain from him some 
%'aluable notices which he had written of those Irish arch- 
bishojvs, bishop!*, priests, and laymen, who were eitlwr 
executed or outlawed during the reign of Elizabeth, on 
fictitious charges of high treason, but in reality refusing to 
take the oath of supremacy. These notices, or, as the 
bishop of pown styled them, " Index Martyrialis," bus- 
gested to Rothe the idea of a grand work on that terribls 
persecution, and he at once set about compiling it from the 
fragments which had thus luckily come into his hands, and 
also from the oral testimony of many then living, who re- 
tained distinct recollection of each and eveiy one of tboM 
who figured prominently, the ])er8ecutor and persecuted, io 
that bloody and disgusting drama. While actively engiged 
on this remarkable undertaking, he received letters from 
the holy see, commending his zeal and prudence, and cos* 
stituting him arbitrator between O'Keamey, archbishop of • 
Gashel and Paul Ragget, prior of the Cistertian monastei^ I 
of Holy Cross, who were at issue on some points of privi- i 
lego, and had frequently appealed to Rome for the settle- ! 
ment of their pretentions. Rothe, however, reconciled the 
litigants, and so pleased were Maffeo Barberini and cardinal 
Veralli, protector of Ireland, with the tact and address he 
exhibited in dealing with a matter requiring so mudi i 
moderation and judgment, that they both wrote to congra- - 
tulate him on the result, signifying at the same time that j 
Paul V. had been fully informed of his efficiency and die- ■ 
crimination. It is almost unnecessary to observe, that hie ) 
conduct on this occasion secured for him at Rome two most 
powerfid patrons, one of whom, Barberini, was a distin- 
guished |X)et and generous patron of literary men, and after- 
wards ascended the Papal throne as Urban VIII. 

We have already alluded to the work which he projected 
with a view to perpetuate the names of the distinguished 
men who suffered for religion during Elizabeth's reign; 
but it would apiiear that long before apjiiying himself to 
that most important undertaking, he had commenced to 
write an Ecclesiastical history of Ireland, from the first in- 
troduction of Christianity down to his own times, taking in 
all those stirring eventa in which he himself was destined 
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to ignore so conspicnoasly. That he did not contemplate 
the publication of this work during his own lifetime is quite 
certain, for we are informed by one of his most intimate 
friends, that he devoted fifty years to its compilation, and 
left it ready for the press some few months before his 
death. Of its ultimate fate we will have occasion to speak 
Weafter. 

AnoUier work of kindred character to which he gave 
man^ of his leisure hours was that which he styled 
** Hierosraphia Sacra Hibemin," or a general ecclesiastical 
forvey of Ireland, commencing with the history of Kilkenny, 
and comprising notices of Irish saints, cathedrals, shrines, 
dioceses, places of pilgrimage, anchorets, early seats of 
learning, holy wells, rural d^uieries-^in a word, a series of 
essays on Irish arclueology, the great value of which is 
appaamit from the few fragments uiat have been preserved 
torongh the agency of transcribers. That Rothe did not 
uitend the " Hierographia " should be a posthumous pro- 
duction there can to no doubt, for after labouring at it m a 
desultory manner for nearly twenty-one years, he placed 
the introductory portion of it in the hands of a Waterford. 
printer, with a view to its publication, but owing probably 
to the distraction of the times, it was not destined to issue 
firom the press. 

Reverting to the remarkable work, which we have 
Already stated, was suggested by O'Deveny^s memoranda, 
and which Rothe pnbli^ed under the title of * * Analecta" 
(Collections), and the pseudonym **T. N. Philadelphus," 
the reader should know that he divided into three parts, 
each of which has a special scope. In the first, he describes 
the terrible sufferings to which the Catholics were sub- 
jected during six months of Chichester^s deputyship. The 
second he evidently meant for an exhortation to martyr- 
dom, for it is addressed to those who were either already 
marked out for that ordeal, or might, perhaps, have to 
confess their faith in the face of persecution ; and the 
third, and by far the most important part, he devoted to 
the history and vindication oi those distinguished mem- 
bers of the Irish hierarchy, clergy, and laity who suffered 
for religion on the scaffold, in the dungeon, or in exile 
during the reign of Elizabeth, and that of James I. There 
is some difficulty about fixing the exact time when the two 
Jtrst parts of the "Analecta" were published; but as 
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Rothe dedicated them to O'Deveny, who was executed in 
1011, it is probable that these i>arts were either going 
tlin>iigh the press or had already appeared some time 
antecedently to the bishop's death. ludeed, there can 
hartlly Ite any doubt on this Hubject ; for the title to the copy 
)>ublisihed in 1(>17 sets forth that it was a second edition, 
cnlarjred and illustrateil with notes ; and Ware, whose 
authority on such matters is unquestionable, says that ** it 
waH formerly printed,** thus intimating that there moat 
have l>een another and still earlier issue of the same work. 
Our motive in dwelling at such length on this particular is 
to enable the reader to form some idea of the eamestnesi 
with which Rothe applied himself to his task, and to shov 
how energetically he laboureil at it, in the midst of multi- 
])Iied dangers, and the incessant duties of the priesthood, 
which, in tYny^e evil times, afforded httle or no opportunity 
for the amenities of literature. As for the third part of Um 
** Aualecta," which deserves a more special notice, we will 
have occa««ion to si)eak of it hereafter. 

Meanwhile, Rothe had the satisfaction of receiving from 
cartlinal Veralli, various letters, in which the latter signi- 
fiod to him, tliat the holy see was highly pleased witb his 
conduct as vicar-general of Armagh : and still more so, if 
possible, with the prudence and zeal he exhibited as 
prothonotary-apostolic in his own native diocese, where, 
owing to his lirmness nnd moderation, the clergy, secular 
and regular, worked together in harmony, and renounced 
those mutual rivalries and pretensions which had hitherto 
been productive of many lamentable results. Constant 
and indefatigable iu the discharge of all sacred duties, and 
always acting with gravest circumsi>ection, it was his good 
fortune to elude the toils which were spread for him by the 
spies and delators of the lord deputy, who did not deem it 
politic to oiFfcud such personages as Mountgarret and 
Richard Butler, by laying violent hands on their pi'otege. 

Towards the close of 1G15, Chichester was recalled, and 
the king appointed, as his successor, Oliver St. John, sub- 
sequently viscount Grandison, who had special charge to 
enforce the oath of supremacy and attendance of ** Recu- 
sants" in the Protestant churches, under pain of imprison- 
ment or heavy fines. Chichester, it is true, had already 
been instrumental in carrying out similar instructions ; but 
being mainly intent on enriching himself, ho was less 
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cal than his successor, who, some dajrs before his in- 
tion, declared in the hearing of many, that in ^e 
) of a few years he would not leave a single ' * jiapist*' 
land. Doubtless he meant what he said ; for within 
:onths after his accession to office, the prisons of 
n and those of the provincial towns were overcrowded 
Catholics, who either refused to swear the oath 6f 
nacy, or were too poor to pay the fine which was 
on all those who absented themselves from the 
stant service. As it is not our province to enter into 
bil of the hardships which the Catholics had to bear 
I Oliver St. John s deputyship, we will merely observe 
hat personage was not exceeded by any of his prede- 
s in bigotry, intolerance, and utter disregard of all 
of justice. Rothe, it would appear, had the manli- 

protest against the iniquitous conduct of his agents 
Ikenny, where the craftsman was often obliged to 
le his ttjorh to escape the collectors of the non-attend' 
fine ; and where a crowd could rarely assemble to 
;aish the fires, which, it seems, were then of frequent 
■ence in that city, without having their charitable 
■s interrupted by the gatherers of me odious impost, 
ig, however, that this remonstrance was of no avail, 

1 published in English and Spanish, a lengthened 
lent of the deputy's cruel oppression of the Irish 
lies, in the hope, we may presume, of enlisting the 
kthy of their English co-religionists ; or what was of 
T moment, the mercil'ul interposition of Spain or some 
Catholic continental power. We will not venture to 
that king James was at aU influenced by this bold 
ciation of his deputy ; but it is certain that the latter 
ed fresh instructions, in which he was charged to 
lore leniently with the poorer order of the " papists,*' 
» reserve all his higher powers for the extirpation, if 
le, of their bishops and other dignitaries. The kins, 
I, was constantly haunted by the dread of an Irisn 
Bction, which might be aided from abroad, and this 
>f affected clemency was probably suggested by that 
lension. The deputy was well aware of his master's 
38, and he consequently pursued the line ol conduct 
he knew would be sure te please himu Thenceforth 
th of supremacy was not so generally demanded of 
luantSy'' the poorer classes ol whom were treated 
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"with indifference or forbearance. The fines f«r non- 
com] >liance with the act of conformity were not so fre- 
quently levied, and the Mass-houses, as they were oon- 
temptuonsly styled, were seldom visited by those impkoi 
ruffians, who, in their affected zeal, deemed it nowiN 
dishonest to piila^ an altar, or to slay, if they were lo 
minded, the worshippers who knelt in its presence. Thii 
clemency, however, was not extended to popish bishops and 
other dif^itaries of the Church ; and as Kothe beloDged 
to the latter category, and had ineurred the deputy*! 
marked displeasure, his friends counselled hiai to remove to 
France till some new phase in European politics ni^t 
inihice the king to deal more favourably with the Insli 
Catholics. 

It is not in our power to fix the exact time of Eetbe'i 
de]^rture from Ireland ; but it would appear that he wii 
in Paris towards the close of 1617, and that he broeght 
with him those untinished works at which he had bees 
labouring so long and indefatigably, with a view of oonti- 
nuiiig them in his tranquil retirement. On reaching tlie 
French capital, where he was hospitably entertained by a 
wealthy citizen named £scalopier, he was induced to preach 
the panegyric of St. firigid, and so eloquently and learnedly 
did he acquit himself, that his generous patron requested 
him to give a Latin version of the discourse, enlarged and 
amply annotated. To this he willingly consented ; but as 
he was actively engaged in completing the third part of the 
'* Analecta," the former did not appear till after Escalo- 
pier's death, when he dedicated it to his sons, Kaymond 
and Balthazzar, as a grateful tribute to the memory of their 
father. 

In the same city he met a kindred spirit, Messingham, 
rector of the Irish college, who was then compiling tlw 
work known as ** Florilegium InsulsB Sanctorum," or Gar- 
land of Irish saints ; and, at the request of that author, he 
contributed the dissertation * * De Nominibus Hibeinise," 
to prove that Ireland was called Scotia, and the Irish Sco^ 
or Scots, from the fourth to the thirteenth century. To his 
learned liberality, Messingham M'as also indebted for the 
Elucidations to Jocelin's **Life of St. Patrick, '* wliich were 
also inserted in the Florilegium, and gracefully acknow- 
ledged by the editor, who tells us that Kothe "was 
thoroughly familiar witYi eiver^ ^e;^gtti\sEiKii\> ^ ^u^Awledg8^ 
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an eloquent orator, acnto reasoner, profound theologian, 
aharp reprover of vice, defender of ecclesiastical liberty, 
vindicator of his country's rights, and faithful exponent of 
her terrible wrongs." 

While thus engaged earning for himself a celebrity that 
raised him so far above the level of his Irish contemiK>raries, 
Paul v., at the instance of Cardinal Veralli, and in cousi- 
deration of the eminent services he had rendered to religion 
«8 a missionary priest and cultivator of literature, resolved 
to promote him to the vacant see of Ossory. The pope's 
announcement was made in a consistory held in October, 
1618, and in the course of a few months afterwards Kothe 
"waa duly consecrated at Paris, just as he had entered on 
hhe forty-sixth year of his age. 

There can hurdly be any doubt that he returned to Ire- 
land immediately after his elevation to the episcopacy, 
for, if we may rely on a memorandum of the " popish 
clerffy," which was presented to the government in 1618, 
Rothe was then in Kilkenny, in his capacity of " titular 
biBhop," often staying with his brother Edward, in the 
well-known house at Wolfs Arch, and occasionally with 
lord Mountgarret, in that nobleman's mansion at Balline. 
Friends and protectors he had many, but it is quite api)a- 
jent that the Irish executive kept strict watch on his 
movements, and was well aware of his haunte and har« 
bourera. 

The dignity, too, to which he was so deservedly raised, 
exposed him to greater risks than any he could have en- 
countered while acting as a simple missionary priest, and 
discharging the duties of vicar-general of Armagh ; but his 
prudence and circumspection, to say nothing of the patron- 
age of the Catholic members of the house of Ormond, 
enabled him to live in comparative tranquility, and to per- 
form, unostentatiously, the various functions of his epis- 
copal office. In fact, we may regard him as filling at the 
same time two bishoprics ; for, along with his own see of 
Ossory, he had also to govern that of Armagh, in the capa- 
city A vice-primate to Peter Lombard. In managing the 
afinirs of the primatial see, however, he was efficiently 
aided by Balthazzar Delahyde, whom he appointed vicar- 
general, and, notwithstanding the compulsory absence of 
the learned Lombard, so often denounced by the English 
cabinet> the persecuted and plundered Catholics of Ulster 
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wero tancbt to cliog with uiichanging fidelity to the creed 
(ii ihcir forefathers. Withiu the limits of hia own imme* 
4li;iir juiiMliotiiin Uotje exerted himself u]is|)ariugly, cor- 
ri . tiiiL.' hImim's ]irevalent among clergy and laity, exhorting 
tlif tiir:nor to pmve themselves men of zeal and leamin^ 
lit to ^ui«Ie their tlocks hy word and example ; and visitiiig 
Willi c-on(Iigii puiiiahmeut the few of the latter, who^ 
thruiiuh apprehension of loss or love of gain had fallen 
away from tbe faith, and died in apostasy and final impeni* 
ti'ncV. To such he not only interdicted the rites of Cnrii- 
ti.-iu M'piilture, but even interment in the cemeteries of hii 
«lioci>>o. in onlvr that the wavering and dissolute might 
liavi' tinu>ly warnin>;, and be inspired with a salutary drnd 
of un unhallowed grave, for whose tenant it would be imf 
liicty t«) 8he<l a tear or say a prayer. 

In the midst of the multiplied cares and responsibilitiei 
which had now devolved on him, Kothe, far from discon- 
tiiniin^ his literary labours, toiled, it would seem, still mon 
cneru'ctically and rapidly at his favourite pursuit ; so modi 
so. that in the course of two years after his installation, be 
had the hatisfaction of completing three volumes, all of 
which prove that ho was a man ot singular industry and 
great critical ability. 

Ill IGll) ho gave to the world the third x>art of the Ans> 
lecta. and in designating this the most imiK>rtant of Rotbe's 
]>u1)lished works, we do not exaggerate its value; for, 
iihleed, nothing C4)uld be more painfully circumstantial or 
historically accurate than the memoirs it contains of Creagh, 
archbisho]) of Armagh, O^Hurly, archbishop of Cashel, 
O'liirlathy, bishop of lloss, and O'Deveny, of Down and 
Connor, all of whum, with one exception, were put to 
death for religion. The importance of this production wis, 
if ]>o8.sil>le, heightened by the appendix he added to it^ 
umler the title of ** Diasphendon Hiberniae,*' or, in other 
words, the Dismemberment of Ireland, in which he likens 
the coixlition of the Catholic church to that of a human 
body, lK)uiid between two trees, brought forcibly in contact, 
and rent asunder by their violent resilience. This strange 
title was suggested by a passage in Livius Florus, ajid 
liothe emj)loyed the ligure of the two trees to represent the 
l)ressure of the two acts of jwirliament, resi>ectiug the oath 
of supremacy and liturgical conformity. As we will have 
Occasion to revert to this work, we cannot diamii^ this brief 
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notice of it vithout mentioning that both volnmes of the 
"Analeota" were published at the expense of lord Mount- 
garret. 

The Yolume on St. Brigid, with its exhortation to mar- 
tyrdom, addressed to Irish students, then in ecclesiastical 
seminaries, and its strictures on Dempster's misrepre- 
sentations, ap{>eared, as we have already stated, at Paris, 
in 1620 ; and in the year immediately following, he pub- 
lished, simultaneously at Kouen and Cologne, the work 
entitled ** Hibemia Kesurgens," or ** Preservative against 
the bite of the old Serpent," in which he exposes the 
fallacies and plagiarisms of Dempster, the celebrated 
Scotch philologist, who strove to rub Ireland of her earl^ 
saints, by making them denizens of his own country. This 
latter work appeared under the pseudonym of Donatus 
Boirk. 

Havinff now laid before the reader a list of Kothe^a 
published works, it is necessary to observe that the ** Ana- 
lecta," ihe third part of it especially, was impugned, in 
1624, b^ Sir Thomas Byves, in his book, entitled, 
"B^gimmis Anglicani Defensio," and also by Harris, in 
Us '* Writers of Ireland," both of whom charge Rothe 
with having misrepresented the characters and motives of 
tiiose distinguished ecclesiastics and laymen who were put 
to death in the reign of Elizabeth and James I. Bothe 
asserts that they were martyrs to their faith, which they 
sealed with their blood, and Ky ves, Harris, and Cox would 
have it appear they one and all were executed for high 
treason. Bothe wrote a reply to Byves, but, unfortunately, 
it remained unpublished, and shared the fate of his other 
manuscripts. Nevertheless, the gratuitous statements of 
Byves and Harris are amply refuted in the ** Analecta," 
and more so, if possible, in the official documents relating 
to those victims of intolerance and bigotry which have 
recently come to light from the State Paper, and ol^er 
public repositories. 

Had Byves and Harris taken the trouble to look into 
those historic records, it is possible that neither of them 
would have been so dishonest as to attempt to justify the 
■lauehter of innocent men, by charging them with treason, 
of ii^ch no tribunal, having the fear of God before its eyes, 
could have convicted a single one of them. Who, for 
example, could have been more loyal to queen Elizabeth 
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than the imfoitiiDate Creagh, archbishop of Annagh, or ^o 
couhl have done more to curb the wild impetuoHity of Shane 
(;)*Ncill than he did? ' In fact, Creagh*8 letter from hit 
])ri8(>n in the tower of London, to the lords of the privy 
council, shows that he regarded Ulster as **a barl4roiifl 
country," and that he did not hesitate to denounce Shane 
0*Neill to his face in the cathedral of Anni^h, and by 
doing so incurred the hostility of that proud cbieftain, ww> 
five days afterwards set tire to the venerable edifice, and 
burnt it to the ground. Shane*s threats could not shake 
Creagh's allegiance to his **ncUurcU princess," as he styles 
queen Elizabeth, nor could the tempting offer "of enjoyiog 
more of Uhtter commodities than ever did any archbishop 
there since 8t. Patrick's time," induce him to sanction 
iShane's tierce inroads *^on her majealy'it heretic subjecU of 
the Pale." Archbishop Creagh, in fact, cursed (excom* 
niunicated) him in the open field, refused to be the bearer 
of hiH letters to the king of Spain, communicated to the 
deputies Sussex and Sydney all that he could learn of hia 
preiuiratiuns ' * for burning, killing, and spoiling the English 
]»a1o, Atrcording to his cursed custom ;" and had finally to get 
out uf Ulster as best he could, to escape the terrible con- 
Bcijuenccs of his fidelity to the English crown. And yet 
this learned prelate, so pious and submissive, m- ho concludes 
all his appeals to the mercy of the privy council by ** wishing 
her majesty and all the realm as much wealth and prosperity 
of soul and body as ever had any prince or realm," was for 
no crime of his, but solely for '*his hindering the arch- 
bishop of Dublin's godly endeavours to promote the refor* 
niation,'* sent from the castle of Dublin to the tower of 
Ix)iKlon, where, after many years of unparalleled miseries, 
he (lied uf ]K>i8on given him by his keeper. Who can doubt 
that Creagh might at any moment have advanced himself 
to honuurs and wealth had he been disposed to compromise 
his soul by subscribing the queen's supremacy ; or who 
that has read Rothe's vivid sketch of his sufferings in the 
foul dungeons of Dublin castle and London tower, can 
refuse him the well-earned title of martyr ? 

Nor docs the charge of treason by which Ryves and 
Harris would justify the execution of O'Hurly, archbishop 
of Cashel, rest on any other foundation than most gratuit- 
ous assertion. Indeed the official correspondence of the chief 
actors in that revolUng tcagi&d'j ifi[iovi%\2A V^a^fi uq ^litical 
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utssdon from Rome or Spain, and thai his death, with 
all its horrible concomitants, was brought about by Loftus^ 
who could neither win him over to the reformed refigion, 
nor induce him to countenance it. Betrayed by Flemings 
baron of Slane, who Bubsequently figures in a letter of the 
dejmty, sir William Fitzwilliams tofiurghley, as **a person 
well affected towards her majesty's service,*' and whose 
kinsman (of the same name) undertook, in consideration of 
* bribe from Burghley, to asaasttinate Hugh, earl of Tyrone^ 
O'Hurly was flung into the prison of Dublin castle in 
October, 1583, and detained there till July of the follow- 
ing year, under hard restraint, and deprived of ordinary 
comforts. The charge on which he was arrested was 
alleged treason committed in foreign parts ; and the Irish 
crown-lawyers, takiog this into consideration, and doubt- 
ing whether he could be found guilty, the law not 
stretching in this particular so far as it did in fkidand, 
resolved, as he had neither lands nor goods, that he would 
be executed by martial law rather than' by an ordinary 
trial. 

Foreseeing what his fate would be if arraigned before 
such a tribunal, twenty-four burgesses of Dubun, availing 
themselves of a statute passed in the reign of Edward IV*, 
memorialized to have him delivered to them on bail, in 
order that he might have the benefit of the common law, 
to which, as a civilian, he was fully entitled. But their 
application was refused, and the lords justices wrote to 
Ix>ndon for instruments^of torture wherewith to force their 
victim into a confession of guilt, as the only evidence 
against him was one Barnwell, who had been with him ac 
Bome, and who had made his peace with the govemmeub 
by renouncing popery, and conforming to the new religion. 
That O'fiurly couldhave saved himself oy following the same 
course is quite certain ; but he would not. Consequently, 
the only alternative left him was a revolting deal^, pre- 
ceded by agonizing torture, concerning which Adam Loftus 
and Sir H. Wallop, in their letter to sir Francis Walsing- 
ham, wrote thus: "We made commissioDS to Mr. 
Waterhouse and secretary Fenton to put him (O'Hurly) to 
the torture^ such as your honour advised us, which was to 
Ukut his feet against the fire with hot boots.^^ This diaboli- 
cal proceeding was quickly followed by the court-martial ; 
for arohbishop Loftus was apprehensive that his victim 
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might Moape him on Penot^a MMeMion to the depnMI^ 
lu urdcr, therefore, to deprive the priioner of every oh«lO^ 
either of life, or of. a new trial hv ordiiuuy law, he oamed 
him to be put to death jnat two oaya before he vacated tha 
office of lord justioe, as he himaelf telle us in hia officnl 
report, from which we make the following extract : 

** We thought meet, according to onr direction, tonor 
ceed with him by court-martial, and for our ^unewell, two 
days before we dlelivered over the aword, being the 19th of 
June, we gave warrant to the knight-marahal, in her 
majesty'a name, to do execution on nim, Hniiqrt wluc^ 
accordingly waa performed, and thereby the realm well rid 
of a most pestilent member, who was in an assured ezpeo- 
tation of some means to be wrought for Ids enlargement, if 
he might have found that favour to have had his time pro- 
longoi to the end of our government.** 

Assuredly, then, the charee of treason against (VHiiiij 
was not sustained by any r^able evideoce ; and the veiy 
fact of kilUnff by sentence of court-martial in a coontiv 
coverned bv law, was nothing short of warfare^ in whicJk 
justice seliiom or never has any part. Was not Aothe, 
therefore justified in styling him a martyr ; nay, and the 
most distinguished of those singulariy great men, whose 
tribulations, constancy, and trium))hs shall live for ever 
more in the pages he has consecrated to their memories ? 
As to O'Deveuy and others who perished on the scaffold, 
as Rothe describes, we have incontestible evidence that 
they were done to death by corrupt judges, perjured 
witnesses, and jurors, designedly empanelled for their de- 
structiou. Writers Uke sir Thomas Ryves, indeed, 'never 
will be wanting to vilify the characters and motives ot 
catholics of every grade, and especially of those vibo were 
sacriticcd to lawless tyranny and fanaticism ; but history 
will eventually vindicate their fame ; and many a doca- 
ment that has lain for ages in the dust of public and 
private archives will turn up to confute and silence their 
unscrupulous slanderers. As for the "Analecta,'' which 
has led us into this long digression, we may remark, that 
it had considerable circulation on the continent, and that 
O'Sullivan, when writing his *' Historia Catholica,*' 
borrowed largely from its pages. It is almost superfluous 
to add that such a work was well calculated to excite th« 
aympathy of foreign Catholics for their Irish oo-relgionistBi 
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Besnming onr notices of Rothe's government of the see 
of Ossory, we may state that, although obliged to act with 
extremest caution during the latter years of Oliver St. John's 
deputyship, he, nevertheless gave ample proof of unwearied 
zeal and great administrative ability. Like most of his 
contemporary prelates, he was often compelled to hold con- 
firmations in the woods and on the hill-sides, and to celebrate 
the divine mysteries in the open air or under the roof of a 
shieling improvised for the occasion. The people, however, 
who kncdt before that nide altar, or listened to his exhorta- 
tions in some secluded glen, respected him as much as if he 
had been addressing them from the pulpit of St. Canice's ; 
for they not only venerated him in his episcopal character, 
but also for those extraneous endowments wnich had ren- 
dered his name famous among the celebrities of the time. 
At length, on the accession of lord Falkland, when the en- 
forcement of the penal statutes began to be somewhat 
relaxed, he availed himself of such favourable opportunity, 
to hold frequent synods of the clergy, in which he enacted 
disciplinary laws for their guidance, and originated an 
association, the grand object of which was to aUay dissen- 
sions and unite the entire body of the Irish priesthood, 
regolar and secular, in harmonious action for the preserva- 
tion of the people and their ancient faith. 

Onerous, however, and exacting as his episcopal duties 
most have been, it would appear that he did not abate his 
application to literature, for he devoted all his leisure to the 
completion of the *'Hierographia," and the ** Ecclesiastical 
History," of which we have already made mention. Such 
pursuits naturally involve the additional labour of extensive 
correspondence with learned men at home and abroad ; and 
it is pleasing to be able to record, that the celebrated Ussher 
not only communicated with him through the medium of 
letters, but acknowledged himself indebted to his erudition 
and research. Rothe recognised the Catholicism of genius, 
and respected it wherever it appeared ; so much so, that 
the protestant archbishop of Armagh, on consulting him 
eitiier about disputed dates or excerpta which Rothe had 
made from manuscripts in continental libraries, had no dif- 
ficulty in obtaining the desired information. Indeed, it is 
likely enough that Ussher borrowed from him some folios of 
the * *Hierogra[)hia, " and took from that work the verses on St, 
Livinusy wmca he has inserted in the *'Sylloge," and grace- 



190 TBI IBI8H HIXSIRCHY. 

fully acknowledged thiu : " These elegiac stanzas, glossed 
hy Koeweyd, were communicated to me by Rothe, a mosfe 
diligent investigator of his country's antiquities." The 
tame kindly relations were maintained by those singnlarly 
eminent men while Ussher was engaged on his ** Primordia," 
in which he elegantly compliments Rothe, from whose 
works, published and unpublished, as he tells ns, he had de- 
rived very great assistance. How creditable to him were 
snch encomiums, at such a time and from such a man M 
Vssher, whose writing* shall always command tlie homage 
of those who res|)ect great genius and learning of the nuMt 
exteuRive order 1 
While engaged on snch congenial pursuits, it would ap* 

Sear that Rothe had to interpose his episcopal authority in 
eciding some unseemly disputes between the regular and 
secular der^^, who were once again at issue about their 
respective pnvileges, and for the linal settlement of which 
he was obliced to invoke the aid of Maurice Ultan, provin* 
cial of the 'h ranciscans, whose name figures in the authen- 
tication prefixed to the autograph copy of the Four Masten. 
Ultan, as became him, acquiesced in the bishop's arbitrsh 
tioD, and gave a written promise that there should not he 
a repetition of the abuse laid to the charge of some overbold 
members of his order, the chief of whom he relegated to 
Spain to do penance for his error. It is almost siqierflaous 
to state, that Rothe was ])resent in the synod convened by 
Fleming, archbishop of Dublin, at Tyrcroghan, in 1635, and 
also in the still more imi)ortant one held in the metropolis 
of his own diocese, in 1640. On these momentous occasions 
he took a leading part, for he was justly regarded as the 
most learned of the Irish prelacy, and foremost among those 
who had done greatest services to religion and country. 

In the year immediately following, known as that of the 
great Irish rebellion, Rothe exerted all his influence to pre- 
vent the effusion of blood and aggression on the lives and 
properties of protestants, many of whom found refuge from 
violence in the house of his brother, then one of the weal- 
thiest merchants in Kilkenny. When, however, the Irish 
prelates and lay lords commenced to organise the Confede- 
ration, Rothe made a conspicuous figure in all their earliest 
deliberations, which were held under his own roof, where 
hq entertained the prelates while they were debating the 
question of the justness of a sanguinary struggle for religion, 
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lite, and loyalty. This qnestion, it wonld appear, had its 
opponents as well as advocates among the bishops ; but 
when it was submitted to Rothe for his decision, he at once 
declared that a war undertaken for the king, the abolition 
of penal enactments, and restitution of the churches to the 
Catholics was according to all recognised laws, not only just 
but obligatory in the eyes of G^ -and man. This pro- 
lumncement, from one whose age, learning, and wisdom 
entitled him to be regarded as an irrefragable authority, 
removed all doubt from the minds of the dissentient few, 
and caused them to subscribe the opinion of the majority. 
The revolution thus suddenly effected raised him to the 
rank of spiritual peer, and as such he took his place in the 
Wjp/per house of the confederates after they had established 
their parliament in 1642. At that period he had reached 
the seventieth year of his age and twenty-fourth of his 
episcopacy ; and we may readily imagine with what feel- 
ings he must have looked back on the long and dreary 
interval through which he had to pass before attaining a 
dignity so exalted, and, in all likelihood, never anticipated. 
One ci the first acts of the confederate government was 
to acknowledge Rothe rightful bishop of Ossory. As 
suck be enter^ into possession of the see and its temporali- 
tiea, which had been vacated by Williams, the protestant 
prelate, who fled on the first outbreak of the insurrection. 
Strange, however, as it may seem, he could not be induced 
to take up his abode in the episcopal palace, and it was 
wi^ reluctance he ultimately consented to exchange his 
brother^s house for that of the Deanery; where, on the 11th 
October, 1642, being St. Ganice's day, the mayor of the 
Irishtown was, according to old usage, duly sworn in his 
presence. The Deanery was thenceforth the place of his 
eonstant rendence. His next public act was to reconcile 
or rdiabilitate the cathedral of St. Ganice for the Gatholio 
service, and he accordingly performed this ceremony with 
great pomp in presence of many prelates and members of 
the supreme council, foremost among whom were his old 
friends and protectors, lord Mountgarret and Richard 
Butler. Sadly, indeed, had that venerable edifice suffered 
during the intrusion of Bayle, so properly styled by Rothe, 
''Iconoclastes ganeo," drunken iconoclast, who hewed 
down tibe altars, sma^ed the sculptured images, and made 
away with tiie gold and silver utensils of the sanctuary. 
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To repair rnicH wanton outrages on objects venerated by 
relipi>n and art, and to replace the sacred furniture sacrile- 
giously purloincKi, was Rothe's most cherished aim, and as 
soon as ne had accomplished it, he caused a fair monument 
to be erected in St. Mary's chapel, with an inscription, 
doubtless composed by himself, to record the period at 
which the cathedral was restored to its pristine uses, and to 
mark the s{>ot in which he hoped — ^how vainly I ~ that his 
bones might one day rest in peace. In connexion with this 
subject we may not omit to mention, that he introduced a 
novel regulation respecting those who were to have pastoral 
charge of St. Oanice s parish ; for he limited their tenure of 
ofhce to three, and in no instance allowed it to exceed six 
months, in order that the people micht be properly cared 
for, and the pastors themselves should have ample time for 
prayerful retirement. 

Mainly intent on his episcopal duties, Rothe seldom took 
part in the ix>Iitical debates of his compeers in the supreme 
council, but whenever he did, his words fell with great 
force on all parties, for he was universally respected for his 
judgment and moderation. His affability, varied learning; 
and wonderful conversational powers, charmed all who 
a])proached him or partook of nis frugal board; and so 
liberal was he of the revenues of his diocese, that he seldom 
or never was master of a hundred pounds, for he expended 
all he received in alms to the poor, purchase of altar re- 
quirements for his cathedral, and books, of which he was 
singularly fond. 

As for the clergy who had the happiness of living under 

such a guide and chief, we might easily fancy that their 

character was all that could be desired ; but, iortunately, 

there is no room for conjecture on this point, since we have 

it on the authority of one who was intimately acquainted 

with both, that the priests of Ossory, those of Kilkenny 

especially, were, at the time of the nunzio's arrival, not 

only zealous and laborious, but models to their confreres 

throughout Ireland. " Living in community," says Lynch, 

•* they cultivated learning, were remarkable for their piety, 

and reflected many of the high attributes of their bishop ; 

so much so, that, when Hinuccini entered Kilkenny, ne 

found there a cathedral properly served by priests who 

might have been equalled but could not have been excelled 

by those of his own city of Fermo." 
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At that time, however, Rothe, as we have stated, was in 
feeble health and afflicted with all those physical infirmities 
that usnally accompany the decline of a long life spent in 
the performance of laborious duties and unwearied applica- 
tion to literary pursuits. Withal, his mental vitality, far 
from being exhausted or impaired, was both vigorous and 
elastic, and although the nature of his maladies prevented 
lum taking part in the debates of tiie confederate assembly^ 
his opinions on all controverted issues of policy were in^ 
variably heard with respectful attention by the members of 
both houses, all of whom gave him credit for profound 
judgment and matured wisdom. Nevertheless, it must be 
admitted, that he vacillated in his views, and endeavoured 
to balance himself, as it were, between the two parties into 
which the confederates resolved themselves soon after 
Rinuccini's arrival in Ireland. In fact, Eothe not only 
adopted the policy which that dignitary propounded in the 
ooDgregation of me clergy at WateHord, in 1646, but 
threatened to ^ace Kilkenny and its suburbs under inter- 
dict in ease the inhabitants should declare themselves 
•atuified witii the articles which lord Ormond granted to 
the Catholics. Two years afterwards, however, Kothe 
eitiier chao^^ed or modified his views and went over to the 
Murty of his old friends, lord Mountgarret and Eichard 
onuer. In the meantime his inability to perform episcopal 
functions became so apparent that the nunzio wrote to 
Borne, stating that " the aged bishop was so weak as to be 
htfdly able to leave his chamber," and praying that 
Bartholomew Archer, a native of Kilkenn^r, then in France^ 
and almoner to the duchess of Orleans, might be appointed 
ooAcUntor in the see of Ossory. How this recommendation 
was received by the holy see we are not informed ; but the 
aoDzio wrote again in the course of a few months afterwards 
to have it superseded. It was, probably, at this i)eriod 
that Bothe wrote a small work entited, ^* Samaritanus 
pnsaeribena remecUa Hibemioe,'* with the view, it may be 
oonjectured, of reconciling the conflicting parties in the 
eoniederate assembly. This work, however, did not appear 
in print, and was destined to share the fate of other and 
■till more valuable evidences of its author's indefatigable 
industry. 

At length, notwithstanding his great age and many in- 
firmitiesiy Bothe contrived to be present at that final and 
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fat.l1 debate in which the supreme coancil of the confede- 
rates rejected the uunzio's policy, and declared for the 
treaty recently concluded with lord Inchiquin. Exasperated . 
by this futile attempt to affect a fusion of parties so heteio- I 
geneous and antagonistic, the nunzio immediately issaed ' 
sentence of interdict and excommunication against sll 
abettors of said compact, and commanded the censures to 
be observed in every city and town that presumed to de* 
clarc for the supreme council. Bothe, however, questioned 
the nunzio's right to pronounce such censures, and stemly 
refused to close the doors of his churches in the facet of bu 
i)eople or refuse them the consolations of religion. On 
learning this, Fleming, archbishop of Dublin, wrote to hiio 
that he should cause the censures to be observed, but he 
continued inexorable and refused to comply, llie aith* 
bishop's letter was written early in June, 1648^ and ia tiie 
coiu^e of a few days afterwards, the leading members of 
the supreme council submitted to Bothe seven queries, 
toucliing the validity of the excommunication, with a re- | 
quest that ho would assemble all the able divines then in | 
Kilkenny, and have their verdict on said propositions or 
queries returned with all possible speed. To this Bothe 
wiiliui^ly consented, and, in August, following, he de- 
livered his celebrated answer, in which he proved to the 
satisfaction of the supreme council that the nunzio's excom- 
munication was null and void. This elaborate document, 
extending over seven -and-t wen ty folio pages, shows that its 
author was thoroughly master of canon law, intimately 
acquainted with sacred and secular history, and deeply 
versed in the science of statecraft. Let us add that it was 
the last great effort of his pen, and the consummation of his 
literary life. It is almost needless to say, that the nunzio 
was deeply offended by Rothe's conduct in this business of 
the censures, or that he suggested to the holy see ** that the 
bishojj of Ossory should be suspended, ad libitum pontifix^it 
from his functions for having refused to observe the inter- 
dict, and acted as though he alone were supreme judge in 
a matter of such weighty moment. The jwpe, however, 
did not gratify the nunzio's wish, and Rothe retained 
possession of his see till one more inexorable than either 
pontiff or emperor deprived him of it. 

During the entire of 1649 Rothe was confined to his 
*hflDibcr a prey to excruciating pain, and unable to take 
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any parfi in the proceedings of the prelates who had adopted 
his views, and placed themselves under his guidance. In 
BQch circumstances death, indeed, would have been a wel- 
come visitation, for those who came to his bedside had 
little else to speak of save massacres perpetrated in 
IDrogheda and Wexford, the probability tnat Cromwell 
womd march on Kilkenny, and the certain destruction of 
m whole kingdom divided against itself. To add to his 
misery, the plague had alreadv appeared in the cily, and 
on learning this, he arose from his bed, and, his feebleness 
notwithstanding, took measures for the spiritual and tem- 
poral consolation of his flock, among whom he declared he 
would stay till such time as it might please God to remove 
him either by Puritan's bullet or the less merciful agency 
of the pestilence which already swept away the greaterpart 
of the garrison and reduced it to four hundred men. Even 
80, the brave heart of the venerable bishop never failed him 
for a moment at this terrible crisis ; for, instead of escap- 
log from the city as he could have done, he caused himself 
to oe carried in a litter from door to door, in order that he 
might have the satisfaction of ministering with his own 
hands relief to those who were struck down by the plague. 
The mysterious shadows of approaching dissolution were 
alread;^ visible on his pale and wasted features ; and when 
the dying beheld him borne along in their midst, or looked 
up to him from their straw pallets while he was pronoun- 
cm^ the last benediction over them, many and many a one 
derived consolation from the thought that the pastor would 
not tarry lone behind his flock. 

It was on the 22nd March, 1650, that Cromwell appeared 
before Kilkenny, and summoned its garrison to surrender. 
Sir Walter Butler, however, notwithstanding the smalless 
of the force at his command, resolved that tne city should 
not fall without an effort to maintain it. But despite the 
heroic resistance which he and his four hundred men 
offered to the besiegers, he was obliged to capitulate in less 
than six days. The terms of surrender were negotiated on 
the 26th March, and Edward Kothe, the bishoi^s brother, 
was nominated by sir Walter Butler one of the four com- 
missioners appointed to see the treaty duly carried out ; he 
himself, RoUie, remaining a hostage in Cromweirs camp 
for its fulfilment. Among other slipulations entered into 
on this occasion, there was one which especially regarded 
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he liogered slowly till the 20th of April, when, after re- 
oeiving all the oomforta of religion, he resigned lua send to 
God. Strange as it may seem, when we reflect on what 
mnst haye been the state of Kilkenny at that period, it is, 
nevertheless, certain that Cromwell ulowed the obsequies 
of the deceaised bishop to be performed without constraint 
or interraption ; for Lynch tells us, that he was waked by 
torchlight, and that bis remains were deposited in the 
family vault in St. Mary*s church, after the hust offices had 
been duly solemnised by his friends. Indeed, the latter 
strove to have him interred in St Canice's, under tiie 
monument which he himself had erected there ; but owing, 
propably, to the fact of Axtell's regiment bcdng quartered 
m the sacred edifice, they were not able to carry out thcar 
intentions. Certain is, that Axtell's soldiers destroyed the 
sumptuous tomb of the Ormond family, and epared that oj 
Hothe, which was subsequently treated with less respect by 
Parry, Protestant bishop of Osso^, whose "ill-judged 
zeal" has been justly censured by Harris, in his notice of 
that prelate's life. 
As for Rothe's unpublished works, comprising the 
Hierographia." "Ecclesiastical Histoiy," and "Samari- 
tanus proBscribens," etc, they were all either oanied 
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»ff or destroyed by the Cromwellians who pillaged the 
Deanery. Happily, however, owing to the research and 
iterary zeal of the reverend James Graves, a highly-gifted 
tlergyman of the established church, a few f ragmento of the 
* Hierographia" have been recovered; few, indeed, but more 
hau enough to make us lament that he has not been able 
10 find the missing parts. Perhaps, some more fortunate 
nvestigator may, one day, bring those things to light ; and 
ihis wSh we would fain accompany with uie hope that a 
ikilf ul hand will yet do justice to Kothe's biography, and 
lupplement the shortcomings of the present writer. 



CHAPTER VII. 

)f all the towns which Hinuccini visited during his stay in 
Ireland, Waterford was the one that impressed him most 
iavourably, and came nearest to his ideal of a Catholic city, 
j^hose innabitants were not only remarkable for their de- 
rotedness to the ancient religion, but also for their commer- 
2ial intercourse with France, Spain, Belgium, and other 
;reat emporiums of the time. We may also add that he 
wajb thoroughly acquainted with the history of the perse- 
cution which the Waterfordians had suffered for the 
maintenance of their faith at the first attempt to propagate 
the reformation there ; and at a period much nearer his 
Dwn, when lord Mount joy disputed with John White and 
O'Callaghan, the Dominican, about the exact meaning of 
some abstruse passages of St. Augustine^s theology, and 
ended the controversy by threatening to cut king John^s 
charter with king James's sword, in case the Catholics 
should insist on the public exercise of their religion and the 
retention of those old churches which their forefathers had 
erected to the glory of God and the honour of his saints. 
Indeed, to such a man as Hinuccini the history of Water- 
ford, during an interval little short of a quarter of a century 
before his arrival in Ireland, must have presented a series 
of incidents that could not but excite his admiration for 
a people who, despite every species of oppression, still 
clung unswervingly to the old faith, and scornfully rejected 
that most stupid of all modern dogmas, the king's spiritual 
headship. Rothe's ** Analecta" and O'SulU van's ** Catholic 
Histonr'were works with which he must have been 
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familiar, and from these as well as other sources he, donbi- 
leas had learned how the mayors and other leading men of 
Waterford suhmitted to fine and imprisonment rather than 
swear the supremacy oath ; nay, and for refusing to take 
it, had been deprived of their charter, and robbed of all 
municipal privileges and immunities for a term of over nine 
years. Constancy and fidelity to the Catholic religion in 
the midst of unmitigated hardships during the reign oi 
James I., and that of his ill-starred son, were thd grand 
characteristics of the citizens of Waterford ; and we may, 
therefore, readily imagine with what feelings of respect 
and reverence Rinuccini, whose sole and undisguis^ aim 
was the absolute triumph of catholicity. But along with 
these there were other motives which inspired the nunzio 
with a warm affection, if we may use such a phrase, for a 
city so heartily devot^ to the holy see— motives that were 
founded on his just appreciation of those eminent eccle* 
siastics to whom Waterford had given birth, and whose 
celebrity in the domain of Uterature was then acknow- 
ledged by all the great schools of the continent from Home to 
Salamanca. Waterford was the birth-place of Peter 
Lombard, archbishop of Armagh, with whom the nimzio 
must have been personally acquainted in the days of 
Gregory XV., nor can we doubt that he was intimately 
familiar with the *' Memoir of Ireland, " which that learned 
prelate presentetl to Clement VIII., in order to secure that 
poutitTs sympathy for Hugh O'Neill, then in arms against 
queen Elizabeth, and all but king of Ireland from Gweedore 
to Kinsale-head. How grateful to the nunzio*s ear must 
that euphonious name, Pietro Lombardo, have sounded, 
and how often must it have reminded him of another Pietro 
— he of the Sentences — whom Thomas of Aquino pointed 
out to Dante among the blessed in paradise, crowned and 
refulgent, for having, like the poor widow in the gospel, 
given his all, the mintage of his great intellect, to the 
treasury of the church ! 

But there was another of her citizens of whom Waterford 
had greater reason to be proud, and that was Luke Wad- 
ing, whose mother, Anastasia Lombard was near akin to 
the archbishop, and whose renown, as a man of unparalled 
erudition, not only reflected honour on the place of his nati- 
vity, but raised the character of Ireland in the esteem of the 
entire continent, A singularly -gifted family, indeed, wa» 
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that of the Waddings ; for at the period of which we are 
writing, no less than four of them, all bom in Waterford, 
were iuling chairs of divinity and philosophy at Louvain, 
Prague, Dillingen, and Coimbra. Luke, however, or, as 
he was familiarly called at Rome, " Padre Luca,'* inherited 
a larger amount of talent than fell to the lot of any 
of his kinsmen ; so much so, that, notwithstanding, the 
claims which each of them has to our respect, they are all 
outdazed by the splendour of his fame, and seem like so 
many stars set in the aureole with which religion and science 
have encircled his head. 

Before leaving Rome for the scene of his nunciature, Ri- 
nuccini, doubtless, had frequent interviews with father Luke 
whose intimate knowledge of the condition and resources of 
the confederate Catholics at that period, entitled him to be 
regarded as the most reliable authority whom the pope's 
minister could consult on subjects of such great importance. 
Without, however, pretending to divine all that may have 
transpired in the conversations of those two eminent men 
as they sat together in St. Isodore's, probably in the little 
chamber where hung the earliest portrait of the great Fran- 
ciscan, and where he had deposited those priceless relics of 
Irish literature saved from the universal wreck, we may 
safely assert that Wadding advised the nunzio to proceed 
straight to Waterford, and make his first public appearance 
in that city. That Rinuccini intended to do so is quite cer- 
tain ; but on his way, as we have stated in a former paper, the 
San Pietro frigate, which bore him and his fortunes, was 
chased out of her course by an accursed parliament cruizer, 
and had to run before the wind for the Day of Kenmare. 
Indeed, there were many reasons which disposed the nun- 
zio to prefer Waterford for the place of his landing, and 
among the chiefest of these was the cordial greeting with 
which he knew he would be received there, not only by the 
great majority of the citizens, but also by the opulent classes, 
the Waddings, Wises, and Lombards, whose high social po- 
aition, and zeal for the confederate cause were notorious, 
not only in Ireland, but at Rome. Then, again, the har- 
bour of Waterford was a very desirable place for taking 
ashore the specie and arms which he had brought with him 
to pay and equip tiie confederate levies ; and sioove all, the 
strong fort of Duncannon, with its commanding batteries 
and oathoUc artiUerists, would not only thunder out its sa- 
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Anxiooi, howaver, aa the nmudo rnnal baTa ban h 
pesent hinvwlf to tba people of Watetfordt ha waa not abb 
to make hui appearanoe torn till I^braaij, 1646^ that ii 
to say, tovat montha after 'bia arrival in Irdaad On 
apjproachinjs the city, Aeeompanied bj fotber Se a n u Mi mA 
othera of his retinne^ he waa met bj ma^y of tfaa ptfiwyl 
oitiaena, who preaented bun with a oongratobitaiy addimi^ 
and made him an offer of thrir hoapitalitj. Flnt— Bit 
among the bnigeeaea, who were moat oonrteooa. to bun on 
this occasion, was Thomas Waddioff, father Lnke's ooono, 
a very opulent num, who placed his town reeidence sad 
suburban villa at his diBpoeal, and entertained him witii a 
series of costly banquets to which all the most diatingoisbed 
citizens were invited to heighten the eeUU of the oooasioo. 
Thenceforth, whenever Rinnccini visited Waterford, be 
invariably fixed his residence in Wadding's manaion, and it 
is unnecessary to say, that while staying there, he never 
lacked any of those obsequious attentions to which his bi^ 
and influential position entitled him. Horses mnd eqai« 
])ages were at his command, and father Luke's Vi««mM> 
thought he could never do enough to manifest hia reqpect 
for the TK>pe's minister. 

But tne grandest fdte of all was the reception given him 
in the ancient cathedral of the holy Trinity, at whose 
threshold he was met by Patrick domerford, bishop of 
Waterford and Lismore, a venerable and learned prelate^ 
whom Rinuccini, in all probability, bad met at Rome, bat 
with whose zealous and patriotic character there can be no 
doubt, he was long and thoroughly iaoqnainted. Hie func- 
tion performed on the occasion to which we allnde waa 
truly ^rand, strictly in accordance with what tiie mbtie 
prescnbes for such occaaiony and satisfactoiy to tiie oritioal 
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eye of the nunzio, irho, although extremely fastidious 
aboat the minutest details of ceremonial, professed himself 
surprised and edified by the accurate and graceful deport- 
ment of the bishop and his subordinates. In fact, Comer- 
ford was a prelate modelled according to Einuccini's 
ideal — one who was intent on restoring not only the open 
and untrammelled exercise of religion, but the revival of 
all its gorgeous accessories — one, in fact, who, had he the 
power to do so, would have surrounded the altar of his 
cathedral with a splendour which might have vied with 
that of St. Peter*s, at Rome. In the person of this bishop 
the nunzio discovered a man who, like himself, was truly 
in earnest for the absolute triumph of Catholicity, the 
restoration of the churches to their rightful claimants, and 
the due observance of the ancient ritual without compromise 
or curtailment. 

Patrick Comerford, or ** Quemerford," according to the 
orthography of the fifteenth century, son of Kobert Comer- 
ford and Anastasia White, was bom in Waterford, about 
the year 1586, just two years before his eminent friend and 
fellow-citizen, Luke Wadding, came into the world. 
Robert, father of the future bishop, was an opulent mer- 
chant, and brother to Nicholas Comerford, a distmguished 
scholar, who, after taking his degree in Oxford, in 1562, 
returned to his native city, and was there ordained priest. 
Refusing to conform to the new religion, he was obliged to 
betake himself to Louvain, where he was honoured with 
the degree of doctor of divinity in 1575 ; and leaving the 
latter city, he proceeded to Madrid, where he joined the 
Jesuits, and died aiter having composed various works, 
which exhibit indubitable marks of a highly cultivated 
intellect. This simple fact is of itself sufiicient evidence of 
the devotedness of the Comerfords to the ancient faith, but 
the fragmentary history of the family proves that Anastasia, 
mother of Patrick, was a constant and faithful friend to the 
persecuted ]priests in those days of calamity, when that 
arch-hypocnte, Miler Magrath, held, along with his 
numerous pluralities, the see of Waterford and Lismore in 
commendam. Amonff the priests who partook of Anas- 
tasia's shelter and bospitality, there was one Dermot 
O'Callaghan, whom she selected as tutor for her child, and 
at this good man's knee younff Patrick was initiated in the 
first rudiments, and prepared for entrance into the cele- 
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again for Lubon, and a^^ied himaeif to tiie atn^ cf 
pihiloflophy. &ia ■aooev m this department was lug^ 
creditable^ for he dufpoted a public thealB, and won the 
anpUnae of all iHio witnenea tfaie intellectaal tooiaay. 
Having completed his philoaoi>hical 8tadiea» GomaliNrd 
entered the novitiate of the Austin Hermits in lisbon, and 
at the close of the probationary term, his auperiors sent 
him to their oonvent at Angra, capital of Teroeiro, in tbe 
Azores, where he professed nietoric for four years. At tbo 
close of that period, he was recalled to Lisbon, whm« he 
prosecated his theological oonrse, and defended a thesh 
comprising the entire cycle of divinity. Bia talents were 
now universally pronounced to be of a high order, and the 
Austin Hermits of I^isbon had good reason to congratulate 
themselves on having among them one who, although s^ 
very young, was, nevertheless, deemed amply <|ualmed to 
auit the form of the pupil for the professor's chair in any d 
the various departments of science which were cultivi^eaat 
the time. 

Having attained his twen^-fourth year in 16»1Q, Ck>mer 
ford was ordained priest, and as his services were requivsd 
at Brussels, he immediately set out for that •ity, when^ 
on his arrival, he was advanced to the chair of theoI<^ in 
the school attached to the convent of his order. There can 
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donbtthat he spent many years thus employed in 
^Igian capital, from which, however, he was sum- 
1 towards the close of the pontiiicate of Paul Y., to 
at a general chapter of his order which was held at 
I. Comerford's fame had preceded him, and the pope 
aising his merits, resolved that he should not leave 
»malcity without receiving substantial evidence of 
iteem in which he was held. Little, indeed, could a 
Gf do at that period for the material advancement of 
nember of the religious orders in Ireland, where the 
ntual domains had been so ruthlessly alienated to lay 
ietors ; but as the latter did not care to invest them- 
I with the designation of prior or guardian, such 
, albeit honorary, were still in the gift of the supreme 
of the Church, who bestowed them as he willed, with 
vofold object of protesting against spoliation, and re- 
ing eminent merit. At the period of which we are 
ig, the ancient monastery of the Austin Hermits of 
Q, founded by James Butler in the iifteenth century, 
10 prior, and as Paul V. was importuned to collate to 
skcancy, he gladly availed himself of the opportunity 
itify ms appreciation of- Father Comerford's worth, by 
icing him to a place which although stripped of ite 
^raUties, was still one of great respectability. 
as honoured, Oomerf ord set out for Ireland ; and on 
ig through Florence, the far-famed Academy della 
ta, enrolled him among its members, and conferred on 
the degree of doctor of philology. On reaching his 
d land he immediately presented himself to Hothe^ 
p of Ossory, and that learned prelate welcomed and 
atulated him on his appointment to the priory of 
0. The once stately monastery, with its splendid 
h, was then little better than a mere ruin ; but the 
n brotherhood still continued to live in the vicinity, 
9 they toiled energetically for the preservation of the 
ith. Lands and revenues they had none, but despite 
ription and oppression, the generosity of the perse- 
Catholics sustained them, and on many occasiona 
them from imprisonment and death. Father Com- 
L discharged the duties of his ofifioe with great zeal 
Bf the ten years he held the priory, residing almost 
mtly with his poor community, and occasionally 
to Waterf ord to console and encourage the faithful 



dtiasM vko wwe ilin gronJaig under tibe voutigai^ 
nmny of penal eaaetmeniii. 

It WM dnring one of these periodieal Tieite ihei eone 
mifb told bim that a bvotiier dl lue had been outnredbjn 
xJIgerine eraiwr, vbo oanied off hk priae to M«^gMO^ 
iHicre tbe p rie o n er e were to be eoid in the dftTe flgjaikat 
(Hi beacmffthlei Fatber OonMited loet no tuna in tmiK^ 
taining i^tbe partbnlara of the diaaeter ; and bwriacait' 
iifiedbimNlf of Hetralb, be leadlTed to go to Sj/tSa^k 
Older to eiodiet tbe aid of tbe Trinitarian monka, -itei 
mod nuBBon wae tbe redemption of OMatiTee out of ib 
naada of tfaoae fiuiatio baxbaiiani^ from wnoae UoodsriMb 
no Knrapean aeeboaid wae tben aeonre. Being am^oedly 
bu kinanwn and Mendi witb n oonaideralile Bum oc moBif^ 
be eet out for QibrBltar» and a lew montlia alter bie aiml 
tbero bad tbe banpineaa of embraong bia bratbei; ix 
wboee libetation a lam ranaom bad been paid. Unfecii* 
nafcelv, boweter» the utter died eoon afterward^ andOo» 
erford bad tbe melancholy ealiefaetuNi of aeeing bim Ud 
in a f 6reign ^rave I 

After pasaoff eome time in Spain, Comerford proceeded 
to Rome, whiuier be wae called for tbe anrangement ol 
certain matters relatinff to the Irisb Angiurtinians ; bat be 
bad not been long in the eternal city, when be learnt thet 
Urban Vlll. meant to promote him to the see of Wate^ 
ford and Lismore. The late bishop of that diocese had 
been some time dead, and bulls were expedited for the ad- 
vancement of the Gist^ian abbot of Inislaunacht, com- 
monly called "de Soir," to \he vacancy ; bnt be, too, had 
died oefore the arrival of the papal diploma. Sacb being 
the case, the clergy of Wateriora memorialized the holy 
see to bestow the bishopric on Comerford, and Urban 
VII L, after doe deliberation, resolved to grant their 
prayer. 

Indeed, Urban was well assured that Comerford posseaih 
ed all the qualifications wluoh are essential to the episcopal 
character, and that he was not only a man of irreprehensi- 
ble life, but truly zealous, andlai^y endowed with know- 
ledge, both as a legist and theologian. The see to wliidi 
he was about to be raised was poor and persecuted, and 
desirable as it might have been in other times, the dignity 
of chief pastor of Waterford and Lismore, at the period dE 
bis elevation, was one which exposed bim to innumenUe 
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lardships and imminent risk of liberty and life. No 
leed bad be to ecbo the prayer of Paulinus, biabop of 
^ola — ** Grant, Lord, that I may not be plagued with 
landline gold and silver^' — for the latter bad TOen seized 
>y the reformers, but there still remained what was, in 
lis eyes, far more appreciable— a flock whose fidelity had 
)een tested in many terrible ordeals, and a clergy renown- 
id for zeal and high attainments, who though they were 
lot driven to the alternative of consecrating in wooden 
shalices, were, nevertheless, golden priests — ^men, in a 
rord, who realized St. Boniface's ideal of sacerdotal per- 
ection. As for Comerford, or as we may now style him, 
he bishop-elect of Waterf ord and Lismore, he belonged to 
m institute which made solemn profession of poverty, and 
re may add, that if the revenues of the diocese to which he 
fas about to be promoted, had been at his command, he 
fould have used them in the same manner as Cardinal 
Frederick Borromeo, his contemporary, used those of the 
ich see of Milan. Poverty and persecution in their most 
revolting phases had no terrors for a man so minded, 
ind he accordingly accepted at the hands of Urban YIII., 
lis nomination to the episcopacy, with all the oonsequences 
irhich it might involve. 

Towards uie close of Mar^h, 1629, a large assemblage 
lad met in the beautiful church of St. Sylvester, on the 
^uirinal, to witness the consecration of Patrick Comerford. 
iiany of his countrymen were present on the occasion ; 
lome mere striplings who were pursuing their studies in the 
ttemal city, and some* grey-hau:ed retainers of O'Neill and 
yDonnell, who were either proscribed in their native land, 
xr preferr^ passing the residue of their years near the 
x>mb of their great chieftains on the Janiculum. But of 
lU those who came to witness the ceremony, the most dis- 
dnffuished was Father Luke Wadding, who laid aside hifr 
yo^Ls for awhile, and walked down from St. Isidore's to 
iongratulate his fellow-citizen, early playmate, and school 
x>mpanion on his well-deserved promotion. Comerford 
Pfas then in his forty-third year, and Wadding was two 
^ears his junior ; the one had attained the highest honour 
die pope could bestow, but the other, had even then won 
for himself, in the world of letters, a celebrity which was 
lestined to be perpetuaL What imagination could realize 
^e emotions that must have quickened the hearts of those 
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two men at tluit momeDt when Wadding knelt for tbi 
bishop's blessing I May we not fancy that visions of horn 
rose before their memories, and that they thought of tib 
olden time when they conned their lessons in Peter White" 
school on the banks of the Nore ? 

Oomerford set ont for Irehmd soon after his consecretioi 
bnt before leaving Rome he had an audience of pope UHmu, 
who charged him to do his utmost for the revival of th 
Irish houwes of the Austin friars, and appointed him ap» 
tolic-vicar-seneral of the regular canons of St. Austni 
whose establishments were very numerous throufffaout th 
island in those times when the monasteries flouriwed. Hi 
was, indeed, ffratefnlfor this last proof of the pontiff^ 
esteem, but he hardly required any exhortation to stiffla 
late him in behalf his awn order, for whose restoration k 
bad already laboured successfully. 

On arriving in his native land he fixed his residence ii 
Waterford, and a^tpUed himself to the discharge of his epis 
ooftal duties, cautiously avoiding all demonstrations tin 
could provoke the bigotry and intolerance of the lords jos 
tices, sir Adam Loftus, and Boyle, earl of Cork, who tiiei 
held the reins of government in the absence of lord Falk 
land. To such men as these the life and liberty of a catho 
He bishop was a matter of utter insignificance ; for they affec 
ted to regard all such dignitaries as x>olitical agents, en 
iiloyed by Rome and Sjtain, to effect a counter-revolutio 
in Ireland, which, if successful, would strip them of thei 
unjustly acquired estates, and restore the church propert 
to the "papists.** To persecute, and, if x>ossible, to extii 
pate the **Komish prelates,*' was therefore sound polic} 
not only consonant to the spirit of the lay supremacy, bu 
dictated by the suggestions of self-interest. It is needles 
to say that long experience and close observation had mad 
Comerford acquainted with the bigotry of men of tk 
stamp, and that he did not neglect to fence himself abov 
with such prudential caution as might keep him from fallin 
into their hands. 

But besides those who were then governing Ireland froi 
Dublin castlo, there were others against whose malignit 
and intolerance he had to be, if possible, still more coi 
stantly on his guard, and those were the Protestant bisho[ 
of Waterford, Boyle and Atherton, who, during their nsui 
pation 6f that see^ harassed the unfortunate CaiJinUca 1 
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the most cruel manner by levying fines for *' recusancy/'' 
and obstructing the priests in the discharge of their duties. 
Indeed, it was no easy matter for one in Comerford's posfMon 
to escape the toils which were often spread for him by those 
two fanatics, whose schemes for persecuting the less en- 
'lightened members of his flock, by the agency of schools 
and bribes, he invariably and successfully thwarted. To 
Buch men, indeed, any catholic bishop would have been a 
"scandal and a stumbling-block, which they would 
gladly have swept from their path ; but one with his energy 
and unquestionable hold on the hearts of the Catholics of 
Waterford, was something worse— a great difficulty to the 
progress of the reformed doctrines, and a **hinderer of 
truth,*' whom they could not regard but with feeling of 
personal hatred. Nevertheless, despite their unwearied vi- 
ffilance, he contrived to keep the faith alight in the souls of 
bis people ; and notwithstanding all their precautions, he 
held synodB of his clergy, ordained clerics, and confirmed 
multitudes of the young by day and by night, either 
in private houses or in the woods, whither he was often 
obliged to betake him in order to perform such functions 
without interruption. 

At length, when the Catholics of Waterford joined the 
movement of 1641, and Atherton, their bitter enemy, had 
closed his career by a disgraceful death on the scafi'old, 
Comerford employed his influence in repressing the violence 
of those who were but too well disposed to inflict summary 
vengeance on the Protestants, at whose hands they had re- 
ceived little else than cruelty and vexatious oppression, not 
indeed for disloyalty to the state, but for fidelity to the 
church of their lathers. Indeed, his charity and merciful 
interposition at that crisis, saved many from the wild pas- 
sions of the x)optllace ; and some of those who, before then, 
regarded him as an implacable enemy, had good reason to 
thank God for having sent them such a friend and de- 
liverer, as he proved himself on the occasion. 

_ Being summoned to assist in framing the Oath of Asso- 
ciation, and establishing the Confederacy in Kilkenny, he 
took an active part in all those preliminaries, and was one 
of the first of the Irish prelates to declare, that the war 
which the Catholics were about to wage, was not only just 
in the sight of heaven, but actually necessary for the wel- 
fare of l£e Irish Catholics. In 1642, the supreme council. 
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of which he-was a member, niooeeded in TedQGmff Pm* 
cannon fort, and in the same year, he had restored to hiB 
all the temporalities of his see, which had been so hmf^ la 
the poeaession of Anfflican intradersL He then lost no toM 
in reeondUng his cathodal church of the Hdv Trinily, aad 
repUdnff tiie sacred fiiniitare of which it haa been sti^ip^ 
by the Kefoimers, and so great was his aeal for the hsiM 
and splendour of religion, that the fidthfol of Waterfofd 
isapphed him with abundant means to rebuild the altan^ sad 
furnish the iuA^ places, the cathedral espedally, with all 
necessary requirements. As a matter A oourse^ he WM 
frequently present at the deliberations of his oompeofs ia 
the Confederate Assembly ; but his chief care was bes t of— d 
on his flock, among whom he resided almost oonstMitlj', la 
order tiiat he might repair the many injuries which rdigna 
had sustained durinffthe intrusion of theprotestaatbulMpk 
and confirm the faithful in their devotednesa to that onsd^ 
for which their fathers had endured such cruel perseooliflB. 
None, indeed, could have loved the splendour of nl^iiMi 
more than he did, and none could have laboured movt 
indefatigably for the revival of the Ritual in all its minutest 
details. Indeed, in the interval between the formatiim of 
the Confederacy and the nnnsio's arrival in Ireland, he 
succeeded in making his churches resemble those of Borne, 
as far as ceremonies were concerned, so much so, that 
Kinuccini declared that he had nowhere seen si^^ts more 
edifying or pompous than those which he witnessed in 
Waterford. As for the Augustinians, he took special pains 
to benefit them when the means for doine so had come into 
his hands ; and in order that he might be surrounded by 
members of the community he loved so well, he bestowed 
on them the church of St. Catherine and the oratory of the 
Blessed Virgin, which, in the olden times was a dependency 
to the cathedral. In the midst of all these solicitudes lis 
was not unmindful of sacred literature, for in his leisure 
moments he composed a work on polemical theology, and 
made an accurate transcript of the list of the Deans ol 
Waterford from the earliest period. Loved and venerated 
by his flock and clergy, he was iusUy staled the most 
popular bishop then in Ireland, and, to confirm his claims 
to universal respect, the nunzio wrote to Bome that Com- 
erf ord was a model Yr\iom iil "^oAa c^^AJgi^^ea mij^jbit copy to 
advantage. 
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This, indeed, is bat a feeble sketch of the bishop who 
impressed Rinuccini so favouraDly, and who had excited 
the enthusiasm of his people in favour of that personage 
long before he set foot in Waterford. Let us now see what 
use the nunzio made of the influence he had attained in 
that city, and for which he was mainly indebted to the 
encomiums and honest prepossessions of its spiritual chief. 

It must be premised, however, that, long before Rin- 
nccini's first appearance in Waterford, a strong faction in 
the confederate council-, who were styled the moderate 
party, resolved to accept a treaty of peace, which lord 
Ormond had been negotiating, but which the nunzio and 
his party determined to reject, because it did not give 
ample security for the free and open exercise of the catholic 
religion. The moderates, or Ormondists, were folly satisfied 
wiw the viceroy's overtures, but the entire body of the 
clergy, the Jesuits excepted, and most of the bishox)s 
maintained that they would be unfaithful to ^he oath of 
association, if they subscribed any treaty or cessation of 
hostilities that did not restore them the churches, with 
their revenues, and abolish all penal statutes that had been 
enacted since the apostasy of Henry VIII. Rinuccini was 
also disposed to insist that the goverment of Ireland should 
be committed to a catholic viceroy — a very reasonable 
stipulation, indeed, as the Catholics then, as well as now, 
formed the majority of the population ; but all these 
propositions were looked upon by lord Ormond's creatures, 
who were a strong element in the supreme council, as 
impracticable and exorbitant. Rinuccini, therefore, re- 
solved to crush the latter faction if he could, and, after 
considering where might with greatest safety assemble a 
meeting of the clergy, in order to carry out his intentions, 
he pitched on Waterford as the place best suited to his 
purpose. Indeed, the selection of that city proved that he 
was a man who did not act precipitately or without making 
ample provisions for his personal safety, in case the latter 
might oe endangered by the bold and defiant attitude he 
was about to assume ; and surely, there was no spot in the 
whole island which could offer him greater security than 
that which Waterford was prepared^to afford him. His 
popularity there had already driven away the herald 
who came to proclaim lord Ormond's peace ; Comei-ford 
was his most enthusiastic admixet, sad ino6& axdenU^ 
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devoted to his policy ; the strong fort of DancannoD, with 
its catholic garrison, would shelter him if he needed iti 
protection; and, finally, his frigate— the San PietRH- 
rode at anchor in the harbonr, and was ready, at a 
moment's warning, to carry him o£^ shoold any nntoresMi 
accident drive him to that last and most hnmiliiting 
alternative. Far, however, from apprehending any at 
those eventnalities, the nunzio oalculated on triumph, for 
at that moment he was flushed by intelligence of O'NolFi 
victory at Benburb, the capture of Bunratty in the sontli, 
where he himself took part in the siege operations, sad 
finally, by the success which General Preston had achieTed 
at the head of the Leinster Confederate forces in fts 
west. 

Leaving Ealkenny and his enemies behind him, Binneend 
therefore proceeded to Waterford, and at a s^od which he 
summonea there, the bishops, and clergy, with the exioep- 
tion of the reliffious order already named, declared wA 
the peace to which the Ormondists had consented WM 
nnU, and that all those who had worked to bring it 
about, or should subsequently countenance or adhere to it^ 
were ipso facto, perjurers and excommunicate. I^om that 
moment the bishops, with the nunzio at their head, took 
on them the government of the country, after having by an 
extra-legal proceeding, arrested and committed the iS>etton 
of lord Ormond 8 peace to the prison of Kilkenny castle^ 
where, as the nimzio tells us, they consoled themselvefl 
** by toasting the ruin of religion, in flowing bumpers 
of beer." Brink, however, as they might, Binuccinffl 
power, whether for good or for evil, had then attained iti 
culmination, and foremost among the twelve archbishopfl 
and bishops, who took a leading part in raising him to such 
a height and approving his future policy was Patiick 
Comerford, of Waterford and Lismore. It is almost un- 
necessary to remark, that notwithstanding this temporaiy 
triumph, the nunzio's power gradually declined, and that 
despite the simulated union between the two generak, 
O'Xeill and Preston, a long series of reverses, the natmal 
consequence of mutual distrust and personal rivahriefl^ 
attended the government assumed by tne congregation of 
the clergy. Withal, Comerford*s allegiance to Kinacdni 
remained unaltered, an^ iioWv^S&s^\vd\xk^ the many 
attempts to alienate Y^sa Ixom \\i^ '\».\X«t^ \k& ^snt^osssttA 
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faithful to him through every phase of his ill-starred 
missioii. 

Such were the intimate relations that existed between 
those two personages, and such the esteem they cherished 
for each otiier, that Kinnccini passed many months of the 
year 1647 under Comerford's roof, where he was entertained 
with splendid hospitality, and where, we may reasonably 
suppose, there was no lack of S3^cophants — for how could 
such a personage as a nunzio be without them ? — to intoxi- 
cate him with the poisoned perfume of their flatterer, and 
applaud that uncompromising policy in which he persevered 
to the last. To him, indeed, Waterford, with its religious 
pomps, devoted bishop, and admiring inhabitants, was a 
city of "perfect delight;'' and next to it, in his estima- 
tion, was that frowning citadel of Duncannon, for which 
he expended such large sums on the purchase of arms and 
gunpowder, in the full assurance that religion could never 
be wholly destroyed in Ireland as long as that place was 
held by an orthodox garrison. Accompanied by Comer- 
ford, he wai in the habit of paying long and frequent 
vidts, for relaxation as well as business, to this his 
&voarite fortress ; and, indeed, it would appear that some 
of the most anxious moments of his life were passed there 
in 1648, when, as we learn from his own narrative, he spent 
whole hours sweeping the horizon with a perspective glass 
fixed in one of tne embrasures to catch a glimpse of the 
ship in which the dean of Fermo was coming to his aid, 
witii specie, ammunition, and fresh instructions from 
Kome. Having dwelt at such length on what may be 
called Comerford's private life, let us now see how he acted 
as a public man towards the close of the nunzio's connec- 
tion with Ireland. 

Without recapitulating the history of the latter person- 
age's proceedings it may suffice to mention here, that early 
in 1648, lord Inchiquin, actuated by resentment to Lisle^ 
the parliamentary lord-lieutenant, who had been sent to 
oast him from nis conmiand, changed sides once more, 
declared for the royal cause, and protested against the 
farther exercise of the nunzio*s power. The supreme 
council then made a truce with Inchiquin, but as it did 
not give ample ' sureties for the freedom of reli^on, 
Rinuccini, and a large party of the bishops, compnsing 
tiioae whose appointment was made &\,\aatW5Si\DSDfc\w^si5^^^ 
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set their f aoee affainst it. His next step wu to sa 
synod, as he had ahready done in 1646, and there, i 
ooncorrenoe of the majority of the bishops, he proi 
sentence of exoommanioation aoainst the fnin 
abettors of the idForesaid tmos^ and laid under inte 
parts <^ t^e kingdom where priests or people w 
found to accept it. We have elsewhere md now i 
soldiers, who were not excammtmieatkm-proqff wf 
to O'Neills standard, and how several cities and ma 
ing personages besoi]^t the nunaio and those bisho 
were delegated by hmi to release them from the c 
and how finally the g[reat majority of the p||9o; 
adhered to his policy. X^evertbeless, the minoritry 
to be the stronger par^, and the division amc 
bishops paralysed, if it did not altogether « 
Binaccinrs power. The revolted supreme council 
the people to obey the sentence of ezcommunicat 
interaict, and the toy OAUhorities borrowed ad 
strength from the adhesion of eight bishops, a f e^ 
regular orders, some deeplyread canonists and the 
alTof whom asserted that the censures were null, 
ing on civil matters, and having been published 
the sanction of the entire body of the Irisn prelates, 
midst of this conflict of opinions Binuccini esti 
himself in Galway, to watch the result of his < 
measures. 

Comerford, we need, hardly say, adopted his vie 
enforced the sentence in Waterford, where he clc 
churches, forbade the celebration of Mass, and a 
ministrations, according to the strict letter of the ir 
The supreme council, on learning this, summoned 
their presence ; but on his refu^ to comply wil 
mandate, they wrote again, deprecating his conduc 
nying the people access to the churches and the cons 
of religion, which they had purchased with the eff\ 
their blood, during a war that had extended ov€ 
years. "Your lordship should remember," wrot 
"how the people stood by you in the time of pers< 
and how the venerable bishop of Ossory was not so 
ritable as to deprive his people of the use of his d 
You should also bear in mind that, along with tl 
bishop of Oashel, you. pxoie&»&dL ^owt^^i «aid&^i^ -« 
Appeal which we have ioiy^sx^*^ \a ^»A\£k&<kVQL v 



THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 213 

which the sentence has been suspended ; nor can we acconnt 
for your conduct, otherwise than by ascribing it to your 
desire of gratifying the ambition of Owen O'Neill, whom 
the nnnziopatronizes at the instance of the bishop of 
Clogher. We, therefore, implore you to desist from this 
violent proceeding, and give your people free access to the 
churches, which were polluted till they had purified them 
with their blood. Should you, however, persist in your 
present course, we have no alternative but to deprive you 
of your temporalities, according to the obligation of your 
oatii, and the laws which were observed here in the nu)st 
Catholic tim^s." This letter was subscribed by Lucas 
Dillon, Robert Lynch, Richard Belling, Gerald Fennel], 
John Walsh, and Patrick Brien, all of whom were sworn 
enemies to Rinuccini, partisans of lord Ormond, and active 
agents in compassing the ruin of Ireland on the arrival of 
CromwelL Two days, however, after its delivery, Comer- 
ford returned an answer, which must have stung these 
traitors to the quick; for it not only justified his own 
action, but provea that he was not to be frightened by their 
threats : — " I have received yours of the 12th instant, sig- 
nihrin^ that you will revoke my temporalities if I insist on 
enforcmg the sentence of interoict in Waterford. I there- 
fore inform ypu that, on receipt of the nunzio's command, 
1 assembled the most learned of the cler^, secular and 
regular, and, after mature deliberation, without a single 
dissentient, we concluded that we were bound, under most 
grievous pNenalties, to observe the interdict, not, indeed, 
m>m a desire to favour any party or individual, but rather 
to satisfy our obligation of obedience. As to your insinua- 
tion touching what I said about the suspension of the cen- 
sures by an appeal to Rome, all I can remember is, that 
I expressed myself then merely in a discursive manner ; and 
as to the model you propose to me in the conduct of the 
bishop of Ossory, with all deference to that prelate's deserts, 
I may observe that I have before me the example of other 
bishops as learned and charitable as he. Great, indeed, as 
are my obligations to this city, both as its pastor and native, 
you must bear in mind that there are others equally binding 
And stringent. As to my temporalities, which you threaten 
to alienate, all I need say is, that the enemy has antici- 
pated you, for he is already seized of a goodly portion of 
jome; and as for the remaiadQr,it\a\iL^t^\:ASL^^i<^\\jbsc^ 
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aobleineii of ilie oonf ederate oonnoil, as I haive ailrai 
tified to you in the retarn I have forwarded of the i 
of my diocese. Bat althoiu^ I #ere to be stripped, 
or anjiutly, of all the worlcT ooold ^▼e^.lbr my sufa 
to the decrees of holy Chnndi, I ml, neverthdess 
Yore in obedienoe, nor will I oease to pray God tl 
may well and faithfully guide the ooandla of the o 
tates of this kingdom.'' 

This rebuke ctosed Oomeirfotd*s o o rres pon denca n 
supreme connciL nor does it appear that he to<dL ai 
Ijy proctor or otherwise, in the prooeedings of tfaoee 1 
who, .steadfast in their adhesion to the nnnsio^s 
strore, at Oalway and elsewhere^ to maintain the < 
religion and coontry aninst <>omwell's precnrsoni, 
he was sorely harassed by Inohiquin, who^ with the s 
of his new allies, after reinstating the Puritan minoi 
Clovne and Ross, swept the oounl^y of Wateiford w 
and sword, because its bishop oberayed the censures, 
certain ; but, happily for him, the fort of Dunosnu 
tered him within its waUs, and enabled him to sel 
fiance all the machinations of his enemies. There, 
he was secure from Inchiqnin's violence ; for, notwit 
ing all the efforts which were made by Belling and 
leagues to get possession of the place and the 1 
person, the garrison could not be bribed or forced 
render to them. 

Meanwhile, Cromwell appeared before Waterf 
November, 1649, and although the city was but feel 
risoned by some detachments of Ulster troops, conu 
by O'Farrell, the inhabitants refused admission to a 
force sent to their aid by lord Ormond, simply becai 
nobleman had declared against the nunzio and his <n 
Kevertheless, the resolution of the citizens was su< 
Cromwell, not wishing to lose time, struck his tei 
proceeded to invest Dungarvan, while Ireton had t 
m>m before Duncannon, which was then comman 
Wogan, a brave officer, entirely devoted to the old 
eracy. As for Comeidford, his conduct at this cri 
in every respect consistent; for, while attending 
lously to the spiritual interests of his people, he did 
to exhort them to hold out to the last against the 
mentarians, whom he justly characterised as ene 
God and man. As it is not our province to go into . 



THB SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 215 

5 incidents connected with the siege of Waterford, or 
(tout resistance which its inhabitants offered to the 
iwellians, we must content ourselves with stating that 
irford*s care of the people during the ravages of the 
le was, in every sense, worthy of his zeal and pastoral 
tedness. Though feeble and worn out by anxiety, he 
iver ready to minister consolation to the dying ; and 
neans, wnich, indeed, were then very slendei^, were 
fB at the service of the poor and sick. At length, when 
ity had to yield to Ireton, whose unmerciful character 
even then proverbial, Comerford, knowing what fate 
ted him if he remained in Ireland, embarked for St 
», where he arrived towards the close of August, 165C 
r residing two years in that seaport, he ultimately re- 
h1 to Nantes, where he closed his mortal career on the 
of March, 1652, at the ripe age of sixty-six. His re- 
a were interred, with great pomp, in the grand cathe- 
of that city, and, seven years afterwards, his friend 
colleague, Aobert Barry, bishop of Cork, was laid in 
lame sepulchire. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

IN Rinuccini arrived in Ireland he found several sees 
nt, and his first and chiefest care was to have them 
L The candidates were proposed to him by the 
erne council of the Confederates, and he recommended 
I for appointment by Innocent X., selecting those who 
) remarkable for their attachment to his own policy, 
their devotion to the apostolic see. Towards the close 
H7) the bulls nominating the new prelates arrived from 
16, for the most part in accordance with his recommen- 
on, although the archbishopric of Tuam, as we have 
, was given to de Burgh, whose political views were 
^e moderate order, and shaped by those of lord Clan- 
rde, his kinsman and the chief of his name. The 
ops, as a matter of course, took their places in the 
dative assembly, and were admitted to vote in right of 
r sees, and, indeed, there were only three excepted 
A tiiis established usage — the most remarkable of wnom 
Boetius Egan, bishop of Ross, whose right to sit in the 
'erne council was questioned, as he had oeen appointed 
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witlumttiieooiUMntof ilieU^-lordi; <omeofwliO M » r efa M dto 
advance to tiieir tempoialifeieB the prelates ol iiie mni- 
sio*t nomiDatioii ; bat as the other hiahopa alvndj 
in powworion protested i^^einit neh inteinirenoe^ im 
objection was oremiled, not| h o w ev er, witiMNtt i 
Stormy debtate anumg the canon lawjenL who wen 
alwavs armed with countless precedents ol xi^^ sai 

Siyileges vested in the English crown, oentnxies beCore fts 
eformition. Rinncdni, set litUe valne on sooh speeU 
pleading ; end fiur from admitting tiiat either the long or 
his representatives in the sajpreme oonncQ had any inhml 
right to nominate to bishopnos ot benefices^ he sooutedall 
tlMir pretensions, alleginff that such ri^t, althoi^ xew 
nised m catholic times, Bad been forfeited by heresy, aiu 
reverted to the apostolic see ; and that he, in his offioe.af 
nomdo and representative of the sovereign pontUl^ wm sbt 
powered to pronounce on the fitness of we candidstes inSe- 
pendently of the primate and the whole body of the JaA 
hierarchy. In oxder, however, to reconcile the nttrs kyd 
members of the supreme council to his views, he told Ham 
that in case king Charles became a Catholic, the holy see 
would recognise his just claims^ and adopt a course d 
action that would meet all their wishes. Till then, 1m)W' 
ever, he would not abate a title of what he considered te 
be the exclusive right of Rome, or enter into any comprO" 
mise with those who were meddlinc in matters which were 
not of their competence. It is needless to observe, that nc 
member of the supreme council entertained the hypothesb 
of the king's conversion, and they therefore abandoned tiu 
controversy about the royal veto. 

Towards the close of 1645, Rinuccini was informed thsl 

James O'Hurly, bishop of Einly, had fallen into bad heslth ; 

80 much so, that it was absolutely necessary to provide hin 

with a coadjutor. This infirm and aged prelate, a membei 

of the order of St. Dominic, had made his religious pro- 

fession under the shahow of the ancient and once splendic 

monastery of Kilmallock, and aftrjr completing his studio 

in Spain, was raised to the see of £mly in 1641. Hif 

tenure of the episcopate was comparatively brief ; and si 

that we have been able to learn concerning his character is, 

thai^ like the genera^ty ol b\& otdec^ he was distinguishec 

for learning and zea\. "His VHixyeBa, \\i ^ws^^ k^\k»x:^ ^^^ 

JKotracted; for it is qxiite cetVaJav\>a3a.\.\ia ^^\tfiK» ^as^^ 

I time in August, lS4ft, tY^aJt Sa ^*^ «»5 \w^-*^ ^sass 
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after the nunzio's arrival in Ireland. The wish of the 
dying prelate was, that his place might be filled by another 
Dominican ; and the nunzio being of the same mind, wrote 
to Rome, recommending Terence Albert O'Brien, provincial 
of the order in Ireland, as a person eminently qnalified for 
the coadjutorship, and to succeed O'Harly whenever the 
death of the latter might occur. Three months, however, 
after he had despatched that recommendation, he wrote 
again to Home in favour of William Burgat, vicar-general 
of Emly, for whose appointment to the coadjutonShip, it 
seems, many of the bishops were then extremely desirous ; 
but their memorial, though endorsed by the nunzio, was 
not entertained. Burgat, however, had the satisfaction of 
being allowed to retain the vicar-generalship ; and of being 
advanced, when O'Hurly died, to the more responsible 
dignity of vicar-apostolic, pendiug the vacancy of the see. 
It seems strange, mdeed, that the recommendation of the 
nunzio failed to procure his elevation to the mitre ; but 
this may be easily accounted for, if we bear in mind that 
the pope's representative looked with- suspicion on all can- 
didates proposed to him by the supreme council. As a 
matter of course, he forwarded to Home the memorial 
signed by the bishops and temporal peers, praying that 
Burgat would be appointed ; but although he subscribed 
the instrument, and stated that he was personally acquainted 
with the candidate, and knew him to be equal to the re- 
quirements of a bishop ; nevertheless, he was chary of 
praise, and his recommendation lacked that warmth and 
colouring, without which he was well aware it could not 
possibly succeed. It would, however, be a gross injustice 
to the nunzio's memory, to suppose that he was capable of 
pla3dng a double part ; but it must be admitted that his 
conduct in the particular instance at which we have glanced, 
as well as in many others of a similar nature, proves him to 
have been weakminded, and somewhat inconstant — in fact, 
one of those who are as sensitive to first impressions as 
they are quick to efface them, on discovering that they are 
nothing but shadow, surface, and outline. This peculiarity 
might have been a defect of temperament, ana therefore 
panlonable ; but the traits which rendered his character 
nnamiable, and gave umbrage to the frank and buoyant 
Irish, with whom he was constantly in contact, were frigid 
reaerve, formal manners, immobUily wsidfit moat eiLcvtiu^ 
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ciivnmsUnceB, and perpetual anxiety, to mystify, all his 
projects, in the hope of prodncing effects which he meant 
to be sudden and striking ; but which, when realized, far 
from startUng or amazing, proved to be nothing more than 
ordinary results of a pleading brain. We may also add 
that he lack^ decision, treated friend and foe with the 
same impassibility, and allowed all suitors to leave his 
presence with a conviction that he interested himself in 
their schemes aud aspirations, while in reality he had little 
or no sympathy with anything that did not bear directly on 
the object of his mission. 

This estimate of Rinuccini's character, far from being 
fancifid or overcoloured, is, on the whole, faithful, and, 
indeed, nothing less than a duplicate of the portrait mads 
of him by Bellmg, who was his companion on the memor- 
able voyage from Rochelle to Kenmare, and had ample 
opportuni^ during the three years of the nnnziature, to 
make himself acquainted with ms inner and outward man. 
Justice, however, compells us to acknowledge that Boiling's 
was no loving hand, and this reflection nuffht lead us to 
conclude that the charge of inconstancy and want of deci- 
sion was invented, if we had not from the nunzio's own pen 
ample evidence to show that the broad shadowing of his 
})icture was nowise exaggerated. Pretermitting many 
passages of bis letters, which would not be pertinent here, 
wc need only repeat that, on his arrival in Ireland, he 
urged the holy see to appoint Terence A. O'Brien to the 
coadjutorshin of Emly, and that in three months afterwards 
he postulatea in behalf of Burgat, who, he said, was fully 
qualitied for the dignity, and tiaally, after the lapse of six 
months, he wrote again to Kome, to have Burgat super- 
seded, and O'Brien preconized in his stead. The holy see, 
however, had already anticipated the latter recommenda- 
tion, fur although KinucciDi may have been ignorant of the 
fact, or wished to keej) it a secret, O'Brien's elevation to 
the diocese of Emly had been determined in the last year 
of the pontiticate of Urban VIII., tliat is to say, in 1644. 
Burgat, indeed, might have proved as good a bishop as 
O'Brien, but the biography of the latter K>rbids us to sup- 
pose that he could have been excelled as a true and emi- 
nently distinguished patriot. 

Terence Albert O'Brien was born in the ^ear 1600, in the 
city of Limerick, of i)arents who were said to trace their 
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descent from the princes of Thomond ; but be that as it 
may, he was destined to reflect fresh lustre on the historic 
name he bore, and to maintain its honour and integrity at 
a period when others of the same ancient race were degrad- 
ing it by recreancy to religion and country. While yet a 
child he received the earliest rudiments of education from 
his pious mother, and an aged priest who found constant 
welcome and protection in his father's mansion) and who, 
in all likelihood, was the first to inspire him with the notion 
of devotinff himself to the ministry. As he grew to boy- 
hood tha &sire struck deeper root in his heart, and he lost 
no time in placing himself in communication with'his uncle, 
Maurice OBrien, who was then prior of the Dominican 
convent of his native city. The uncle wes not slow in se- 
conding the lad's wishes, and he accordingly had him 
received into the poor novitiate of the friars preachers — for 
we need hardly Baiy that the monastery of St. Saviour, 
founded in the thirteenth century, by Donat O'Brien, had 
Ions since shared the fate of other religious houses in Ire- 
land. Father Maurice was a tender tutor to the young 
aspirant during the probationary term, and at its close he 
had the satisfaction of seeing him duly admitted — 

" One of the lambs of that blest flock 
Which Dominic so leads in righteous ways \"— Dante. 

in other words, a professed member of the order of preachers. 
Tlie prior^s next care was to provide for his nephew's philo- 
sophical and theological education, and in order to perfect 
him in these branches, he sent him to the convent of St. 
Peter Martyr, at Toledo, where there was then a vacancy 
for an Irish student. Young O'Brien accordingly set out 
for the far-famed city of unrivalled swords, the seat of the 
Spanish metropolitan, and arrived just he had entered his 
twentieth year. 

The Dominican school of Toledo was then one of the 
most renowned in Spain, and the professors who filled its 
various chairs were far-famed for their erudition in ever^ 
department of knowledge. Under such able masters, it 
was only natural to expect that one gifted with the genius 
and earnestness of purpose which had fallen to young 
O'Brien's lot, should make rapid progress, not only in the 
Aristotelian philosophy, which St. Tnomas of Aquino had 
leduoed to regular system, but also in the '* Sum of Theo- 
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logy,* wliich for inaiiy oentariM liad been raoof^^ 
grand oode of Latin Ghivtianiijr, ambodpniff all the monl 
and dogmatio doofcrinM of tibe Ghnran. It it to be n> 
gretted that m have only few and mate allonone t» 
&Brien*s ooDegiate oaner; bat aneh ae bnre oome mdv 
ovrnotioe wanant as in bdieTing that ha diatiagoiihel 
Umaelf as aatodnt^and ptorod to hia Caatilian teaehm 
that he pooMiMd an intdleot to whibh tile fine dirtinotioal 
and soMle definitiooaof the angeUe doctor wore nowM 
impalpable. At length, after wring paaaed ei|^ ymn 
in the oloiatera of & Peter^^ he was ordained pooit, 
and as the exifpeneiea of the IrUh ndnon were then pni- 
ein^ his sapenors oonunandBd Inm to lose no time in pn- 
panog for the homeward joamrf; Sad most have mm 
the iMve-takiiw when he bade adiea to the good fatben of 
8t Peter^s, and looked his last on the Aloaar and towon 
of Toledo's rich oathednl^sad, no donbt^ most have beta 
his farewells as he tomed from the banks of the Tt^gm to- 
ward! those of the Shannon ; bat what woold thej hafe 
been bad some angel's hand lifted the reil that merafoDj 
hid the fatore from his eyes? 

On arriving in Ireland, the scene of his first mission was 
Limerick, where he abode with the Dominican fathers in a 
house which they rented in the city, and where tiiey lived 
in commanity as well as the circumstances of the times 
allowed. It was a period of peril to all priests, but to those 
of the religious orders especially; for Falkland, tiie lord 
deputy, was then enforcing the penal enactments, and 
racking and otherwise torturing various priests, supposed 
to be emissaries from the son of the late earl of l^rrone^ 
who, if rumour could be believed, was preparing to invade 
Ireland from Flanders. That the apprehension of the 
^vemment in reeard to this business was purely affected, 
IS quite certain : but lord Falkland made it a pretext for 
setting a strict watch on such of the clergy as he imagined 
were corresponding with their brethren in Spain, or else- 
where beyond seas. We can, therefore, conceive with 
what circumspection the priesta, secular and re^gular, had 
to act in order to be able to discharge their duty to the 
people, and avoid the suborned delators, who were ever on 
the alert for the wase of their infamy. Strange, however. 
as it may appear, the government at that period did not 
entertain so virulent a hatred for the Irish JDominicans as 
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it did for the Franciscans, and consequently the former 
were allowed to enjoy a comparative freedom of ac- 
tion. This, indeed, may seem anomalous, but it will 
cease to be so if we remember that the Franciscans were 
the most numerous of all the religious orders then in Ire- 
land, and the most notorious for their adhesion to Tyrone 
and 0*Donnell during the late war. We may also observe, 
that the Irish chieftiuns employed the Franciscans as th^ir 
agents at foreign courts, patronized them as their annalisi», 
and selected &^r churches in Yalladolid, as well as in 
Bome, for their place of sepulture. The Dominicans, on 
the oUier hand, took no demonstrative part in the trans- 
actions to which we have alluded ; and this single circum- 
stance accounts for the toleration extended to them by 
Falkland and some of his predej^essors. 

Availing himself, therefore, of the opportunities which 
were thus afforded him for doing good. Father O'Brien 
settled down in the little convent at Limerick, where, with 
the rest of his brethren, he toiled through many dreary 
vears, in the quiet performance of the duties which be- 
longed to his calling. Affable and unaffected, he was 
universally esteemed Tor every good attribute, but above all, 
for that true modesty, which has ever been the distinctive 
mark of steady heads and great souls. Carefully eschewing 
notoriety, that despicable ambition of vulgar minds, he 
spent his time as oecame a true son of St. Dominic, 
labouring for the preservation of the faith, inculcating its 
morality, dispensing its blessings, and proving, however 
unconsciously, that he was a living commentary on the 
holy rule he professed. Most marked, indeed, was the 
contrast between the humble chapel of the Limerick con- 
vent and those splendid temples of Toledo where he had 
passed his youth ; but if the poverty and simplicity of the 
former ever caused him a regret, he assuredly had where- 
with to console him, when he reflected that the highest 
efforts of human genius could produce no ornament so 
worthy of God's house as that true piety and faith of which 
he was a daily witness, and which his precept and ex- 
ample kept alive and active in willing hearts. 

The deplorable absence of all documents, manuscript as 
well as printed, relating to the Dominican community at 
Limerick, during the sixteen years Father O'Brien spent 
there, must account for our silence on that long intervaly 
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witlMNit inoidanti and epindM o£ thriUiiig iafterait f<x^ 
tonftfedy, howvirer, there ie endenoe to profa tliatliistU 
itiee^Mel, end prodenoe were duly Tallied by hie aaperitn 
at hoBM aad abroad ; ao modin^ tiiat he waa twioeeM* 
ed prior ol hie aaftiTe ooa^ent^ after having aheady hiU 
the aeae jpede ae that o£ LorveglL But a €v nMn le* 
MNNuible Smitf wee l ee w f ed for Imn in 1943^ when Urn 
Dominioaa Chapter, eawmbied in the abbey of tiieTrieitor 
at Kilkenny, naanimooe^eleeted him their pnmneiaL A 
previooely he lied eeen hie natifo dcty idaatiff 
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iteelf with^he oonfielenitee, and wo nay readily imulM 
with what feelingi of giatitade he and the other »»— ■^— 
of hie order mnet havo rmrded the men who reetorad te 
them that ^Imdid tempk^ whieh William llanlial], eed 
of Pombrokeb in 12S5^ ererted for the honour ol God^ md 
ae a laet reating plaoe for himeelf. 

Towarde the eloae of 160, Father O^Brien WM oaDed to 
Borneo, to, aeeiet at a general C!faapter<rf the Pominfoewi^ 
whidi waa held in the fdlowing year, when many ordi- 
nancee were decreed for the better eoveroment of the Iiuh 
provinoe^ aud the revlTal of the order in Ireland, where it 
had Buffered ao terribly daring the peraeontionB oi EUai- 
both and Jamea L The Acta ai uiia Chapter, indeed, 
throw aome light on the atate of the Iriah Cnuroh at tiie 

Seriod, and it ia only reaaooable to anppoae that we are in* 
ebted to O'Brien for the valaable information tiiey oon- 
tain. Aa proTincial, he mnat have been oonacdted by the 

Seneral on all mattera affecting the order in Ireland ; and, 
oubtleas, it waa he who, when a qaeation waaraiaedaboat- 
preoedenc^ between the Iriah priora, decided the point by 
a qnotation from an ancient mannacript, preeervea in the 
worka of Sir Jamea Ware. In fact, there can be little 
doubt that the council waa mainly guided by Father 
0'Brien*8 judgment in all ita deciaiona regardins '* Domin* 
can Ireland," for, asauredly, there waa no Iriwman then 
preaent better qualified to deal with anbjecta of auch im- 
portance. We may also remark, that hia inapirationa are 
clearly perceptible in the projected revival of Dominican 
achoola in Dublin, Limerick, Cashel, Athenry, and Cole- 
raine; and also in those decrees which have apecial re- 
ference to the Irish Dominican institutions for men and 
women in Lisbon. It waa he^ doubtieaa, who mored that 
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all the alms given to the far-famed miraculous image of the 
Blessed Virgin at Youghal, should be applied to the use of 
the Dominican convent of that town ; and we may further 
state that it was he who recommended that the convent of 
Sr. Peter's Cell, in Limerick, should be confirmed to Dame 
Catherine Duggan, and the other ladies who resided with 
her there. These few facts show that the council enter- 
tained profound respect for Father 0*firien's wisdom and 
experience ; and, indeed, the general of the order was so 
thoroughly convinced of his deserts, that he would not 
suffer him to leave Rome without some sensible mark of 
his appreciation. He, therefore, sanctioned the decree 
which raised O'Brien to a mastership in theology, and fur- 
ther enhanced this honour by appointing him judge in 
Munster, with ample powers to decide all controversies that 
might arise, j^garding the ancient limits and boundaries of 
the Dominican convents in that province. 

As soon as the council terminated its sessions, O'Brien 
net out for Lisbon, to visit the Dominican housesVhich had 
been founded in that city by O'Daly, who was then en- 
gaged on his "History of the Geraldines," a work, we 
may observe, which is the best that has yet appeared on 
the subject of which it treats. Would to heaven that 
O'Daly had left us a fuller biographv of his friend, for, in- 
deed, the notices he has given of him in the " Persecu- 
tions,*' are meaCTe and most unsatisfactory. O'Daly, how- 
ever, could not have foreseen the fate that was in reserve 
for O'Brien, or assuredly he would have taken more pains 
to acquaint himself wiib. all the particulars ol his family 
and early life. 

About the middle of July, 1644, while O'Brien was still 
in Lisbon, intelligence from Rome led his f nends to believe 
that it was the intention of Urban YIIL to advance him 
to the coadjutorship of Emly ; and, indeed, this announce- 
ment seemed so reliable, that he at once set out for Ireland, 
to take part in the election of his successor in the provin- 
cialate. There can be little doubt that pope Urban did 
mean to have him consecrated bishop, but as his holiness 
died in the very month the nomination is said to have been 
made, the bulls were not dispatched ; and O'Brien's pro- 
motion was consequently postponed, and did not take 
|lace before the third year of the pontificate of Innocent 
X. To differ with such a hi^h authority as the learned 
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most revertiid penontgo was miitalriw m to the drti € 
0*Brieii's ooneeonftkin. 

On hit ntem to Izeluid. &BAda fixed hie le ridBn ei I 
the ooBTent of LinMciok, whcte^ •■ proTlnoial andpriot k 
exerted himaelf indoMgOilj lor the iotera^ 
whioh had leocntly jpiiiMd a laige ■ootwion to iti meiaki 
from Rome. LoavaUt and other plaoea on the nnntmii 
The itate ol Inland at the period odled for ttiia hdfaa^ fi 
H was looked open aa the fitting time for tiieraoonetniolki 
<tf aU thooe ToneiaUe eorporatuoi iHiioii had boon aoattani 
bv the iwind of pofMoiitioa daring the pieoedii^ two nte^ 
K ow, howerer, a itotahle oha^ge nad oome over Hie mm 
Idaiid. Thegieaterpaitof itwaainthepowerof theeoi 
federatoi, who led the religioiis ordeia to boUeve that ttc; 
■hoold be speedily lepooMOMd of thdr aupprBeoBd mooM 
teries, and probably of a good portion of tlieirlandi^ fo 
which K»ne of the lay-impropriatora were diepoeed to eon 
pound. The people^ it need nudlT be told* were delfg^ 
at the proepect that nnfolded iteelf to their imagimii^ ; fo 
the^ flattered themadves that they would abcm exiihang 
their inexorable lay-tyranta for eooleaiaatical bodiet^ irho 
in all affee, were proverbially the beet and moot indnlj^ 
landloraa. It was only natural that a man ol O'fiTien'i 
ardent temperament should have shared the general entJm 
siasm ; nay, and persuaded himself that the religious com 
munities were on the eve of being redeemed for ever froo 
the trammels of those sanguinaiylaws which had heretof<» 
doomed them to death and expatriation. May we w 
therefore suppose that he counted on seeing his own ord 
re-'established, its grand old sanctuaries restored to thi 
rightiiil owners, and the youth of the land frequenti 
Dominican schools, as they did in those days when 
friars-preachers built thejirst bridge across the Liffey 
the convenience of their scholars ? At that moment, ind 
the course of events was calculated to confirm his belie 
these forecastings ; and if it ever occurred to him that 
were nothing more than pleasine illusionf^ surely all 
givingsmust have vanisned when he heard that a 
minister from the holy see had already landed on the 
ooaat, bringing 'with \nm. axma, sige&\&, ^aAxckSsuLtlQi 
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ihe encotiragement and maintenance of the confederate 
Catholics. 

Although Rinnccini's correspondence does not mention 
the fact, there is every reason to suppose thajb father O'Brien 
was present at the grand reception given to that ficrsonage 
on his arrival in Limerick ; nor can we doubt that he 
assisted in another solemnity that took place there, when 
the nunzio, accompanied by Walsh, archbishop of Oashel, 
the clergy, secular and regular, and the entire garrison, 
walked to St. Mary*s, to give God thanks for the signid 
defeat which the Scotch covenanters had sustained at Ben- 
biirb. All Limerick was astir on this occasion, and the 
nunzio himself tells us that even the windows were filled 
with groups anxious to get a sight of the tattered banners 
that were wrested from the covenanters on the victorious 
field. How could the provincial of the Dominicans and 
prior of Limerick be absent at a moment of such thrilling 
solenmity ? A few days afterwards there was another dis- 
play of a similar character in the streets of the ancient city, 
when the nunzio again went to St. Mary's, to chaunt Te 
Deum for the fall of Bunratty, where he himself directed 
the siege operations, and father Collins, a Dominican, 
crucifix in hand, led the storming party to the breach, 
and drove the enemy out of their entrenchments. 
The acquisition of this place was a matter of great moment 
to the confederates, and as its capture was in some measure 
dae to a ample Dominican priest, it is more than likely 
that his provincial did not absent himself from the solem- 
nity which Rinuccini caused to be observed in honour of 
such an important event. 

As the forgoing notices of father O'Brien are at best only 
conjectural, we now turn to others that are beyond the 
reach of all doubt and cavil. We have already said that 
he was not consecrated in 1644, as De Burgo and O'Daly 
would have us believe, and this assertion is fully borne ont 
by the nunzio, who, in a letter dated Kilkenny, January 
1st, 1646, writes thus: — "Father Terence, provincial of 
the Dominicans, is a man of prudence and sagacity. He 
has been in Italy, has had considerable experience ; and 
the bishop who wishes tahave him for his coadjutor is, I 
am told, m very feeble health." Eight months after the 
date of that letter, that is to say, in August, 1646, when 
ihe bishop of Emly was on the point of death, the nunzio 
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yrote again to Eorne, r eco m nwnding TarioiM oaadidatw for 
diocetes that were then either yacant or about to beao^ and 
among othen, he dktinotly names O'Brien, " as one who 
deeerved the highest advancement Rome oonld bestow, and 
whoHO claims mkI qualifications were dnly set forth in a 
memorial which the deny had forwarded in his favoinb 
The answer, however, did not reach Ireland till October, 
1647, when Rinnccini had the satisfaction of Iftaming that 
the holy see sanctioned O'Brien's promotion, and that of tibs 
other candidates for whom he was interested. 0%iai'i 
consecration was solemnised in the f oUowins Novembei; 
but we confess our inability to name tiie chnrdi whofe As 
ceremony was performed. It is certain, however, that the 
nunaio acted as consecrating prelate on the oocasion ; and 
there is some reason for believing that the function took 
place in Kilkenny, either in the Uominioaa ohnrch, cr is 
the cathedral nf St Ganice. 

Having now attained the di^ty to which he was well 
entitled, O'Brien lost no time in taking possession of kii 
see, and making provision for the flock committed to liii 
chai^. But the condition of his people at that period wu 
truly deplorable, and the wild raids A the renegade Indn-' 
qiiin afforded him little opportunity for tending nis dioceie 
as he would fain have done. The victory of Conoc-na-no8f 
made Inchiquin absolute master of nearly all Munster for f 
while, and no part of suffered so fearfully us the distric 
lying west of OasheL Brief space, therefore, had the bishc 
for repairing and reconciling the dismantled and desecratr 
churches; aud as Inchiquin hated the nunzio, we m; 
readily conceive with what feelings he must have regard 
a prelate who, though of his own name and race, was 
votedly and zealously attached to the policy of the Itali 
Nevertheless, 0*Brien did all he could for his poor flc 
exhorting them to patience and endurance under their 1 
trials, and labouring as well as the circumstances of 
times allowed to keep the faith alive and active in ^ 
hearts. It is needless to observe, that in performing f 
duties he exposed himself to great risk, and had to be 
stantly on his guard against fnchiquin's followers, ma 
whom, like their chief, were recreants to creed and cot 
Withal, he did his work earnestly and efficiently, br€ 
the bread of liie to the young and old on the hill*sid 
in the glens, tiU. ^e V3\b\ax Ax^^ -^osi.^ Q^iren 
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swooped down on the plains of Munster, drore Tnchiqnin 
before them, and placed the Catholics once more in posses- 
sion of their churches. Trium])hs such as these, however, 
were short lived; and the reverses that followed in quick 
succession compelled the pastor to leave his flock in charge 
of a vicar, while he himself was absent at Kilkenny, advo- 
cating the nunzi(/8 policy, condemning the truce with 
Inchiquin, and approving the fatal recourse to excommuni- 
cation and interdict against ail abettors of that unsatisfac- 
tory adjustment. Anticipating the consequences of this 
proceeding, the nunzio ^ed to Galway, to watch the course 
of events, and make preparations for his departure from the 
scene of his ill-starred mission. 

Meanwhile, lord Ormond returned to Ireland, resumed 
the government, and intimated that the nunzio must leave 
the kingdom with all possible speed. As for Ormond, some 
of the bishops, French, of Ferns ; O'Dwyer, of Limerick ; 
and John, archbishop of Tuam, hailed his arrival as the 
harbinger of a new era, and employed all their logic to con- 
vince their colleagues that the salvation of Ireland could 
not be effected till it accepted his dictatorship, or in other 
words, submitted itself to his guidance. It was deemed 
expedient, therefore, to get up a congratulatory address 
embodying this sentiment ; and the prelates we have named 
wrote to Walsh, archbishop of Cashel ; Comerford, of Wa- 
terford, and O'Brien, of £mly, invitiug them to Kilkenny, 
to take part in the proceeding which, as was alleged, had 
already been approved at Rome. O'Brien obeyed the sum- 
mons ; but on finding that the projected address was not 
authorized by the holy see, he made his escape from Kil- 
kenny, and set out for Galway, to give the imfortunate 
nunzio the last proof of his unaltered allegiance. He was 
not destined, however, to have that melancholy satisfaction, 
for on arriving at a village, within three miles of Galway, 
word was brought him, that the " San Pietro " had come 
round from Waterford, and sailed with the nunzio and his 
suite for the coast of France. What could O'Brien do but 
wish his friend and patron a fair wind to waft him on his 
way, and keep him clear of the parliamentary ships that 
were then cruising in the Irish waters under the command 
of the notorious Plunket ? 

Notwithstanding all the difficulties that beset him for his 
devotedness to Binuccini's policy, O'Brien retomed to hia 
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diocese soon after the former had taken his departore, and 
remained there toiling for his flock till May, 1650, when the 
]m>^re8s of the Cromwelliana compelled him to return to 
i^alway. At that period Munster was a scene of desolation 
and carnage ; among those who sealed tlieir loyalty with 
their blood was Boetius Egan, bishop of Ross, whom Brog* 
hill executed in the neighbourhood of Carrigadrohid. A 
brave and energetic prelate, indeed, was that good Boetius, 
and even at the nuk of digressing, we may not omit a brief 
notice of him. 

He was a native of Ihihallow, in the county of Cork, took 
the habit in the Franciscan monastery of Louvain, was the 
contemporary and friend of Colgan, Fleming, and other 
great men, whose names are famous in Irish literature, and 
returned to Ireland many years before the insurrection of 
1G41. The nunzio esteemed him highly ; thought him the 
fittest man for the see of Ross ; and, despite the opposition 
of Muskerry and others of lord Ormond's partizans, had 
him consecrated in 1648. The Ormondists were loud in 
their outcries against his advancement, strove to withhold 
from him the temporalities of his see, and did their utmost 
to deprive him of a seat in the assembly, on the plea that 
the i>oi)e could confer no temporal barony in Ireland. All 
this clamour, however, was overruled by Rinuccini and the 
Irish bisho])a, and Boetius Egan accordingly took his place 
in the legislature. As matter of course, he remained un- 
shaken in his fidelity to the nunzio, seconded aH his views, 
and endeavoured to have them carried out in nis diocese. 
His tenure of the episcopate was brief indeed ; for when 
the Cromwellians had overrun Carberry, he was obliged to 
betake himself to the fastnesses of Kerry, where David 
Roche, had cantoned some six or seven hundred confederate 
soldiers. Along with this force the bishop marched into 
the county Cork, and on the 1st May, 1650, just as the 
vanguard had reached Macroom, lord Broghill attacked and 
routed it, and made the bishop prisoner. Broffhill, we need 
hardly say, was a merciless scoimdrel ; for although he had 
I)Icdge(l his word that no harm should be done the captive 
prelate, he, nevertheless, caused hira to be hanged with the 
reins of his horse, on a hill overlooking Carrigadrohid, and 
there left his remains, till they were removed, at dead of 
night, by some coTnm\s^eTa,t\\^^ \)easants, who biuied them 
in the ancient cemetery oi A.^[^2w. 
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In August of the same year, 1650, .O'Biien acted with 
those prelates, who, after (Uscardiiig lord Ormond, and in- 
listing on the appointment of Clanricarde as viceroy, sent 
A deputation to the duke of Lorraine, offering hiin the pro- 
tectorate of Ireland, on certain conditions, which, as we 
have seen in a former paper, were never realised. He then 
returned to his diocese, and after a sojourn there, fixed his 
final ahode in Limerick, just as Ireton was marching on 
that devoted city. 

As the history of the siege is too well known to need re- 
petition here, our notices must be limited to such passages 
M have special reference to the bishop of £mly, and, in- 
deed, it is almost superfluous to state that his conduct dur- 
ing that six months' memorable struggle, was honourable 
and heroic to the last. In the midst of the pestilence 
which carried off five thousand citizens, he proved himself 
a man of zeal and charity, and in the council chamber, 
where a clique of traitors from time to time insisted on the 
necessity of capitulating, he protested energetically against 
all accommodation with Ireton. It has been said that the 
latter offered him a large sum of money, with freedom to 
go where he liked, provided he induced the carrison to sur- 
render ; but although such assertion may l)e gratuitous, 
there are instances enotigh to show that he was as true as 
he was uncompromising. O'Dwyer, bishop of Limerick, and 
Walsh, archbishop of Cashel, were within the walls during 
the siege, but neither of them acted the brave and manly 
i>art which earned for O'Brien the inexorable hostility of 
Ireton. The two former dignitaries, indeed, laboured un- 
spaiingly in the pest-house for the spiritual comfort of the 
Tuague-stricken, and in the hospitals, which were crowded 
by soldiers mortally wounded ; but O'Brien, instead of con- 
fining himself to hospital or pest-house, made the ramparts 
the scene of his charity, and there, like cardinal Ximencs, 
and other fighting prelates, with whose history his Spanish 
studies made^ him acquainted, he acted the double role of 
priest and soldier, encouraging the faint-hearted, and ab- 
solving the dying as they fell at his feet. 

It must also be recorded to his honour, that he sternly 
opposed Ireton's proposals from first to last, and did his 
utmost to convince the coimcil of war that the city had 
abundant resources to sustain a more protracted siege ; and, 
finally, that approaching winter, dearth, and infection 
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must compel the parliamentarian general to break np liis 
camp, and retire from before the walls. The divisions, 
however, that grew rife in the town, and alx)ve all, the 
treason of Fennell, whom major-general O'Neill so un- 
wisely spared at Clonmel, marred all his patriotic efiforts, 
and gave Limerick to Ireton. The latter, as might be ex- 
)>ectcd, could not but regard O'Brien as his mortal and per- 
sistent enemy, and, notwithstanding all negotiations which 
were attempted in his behalf, nothing could induce Ireton 
to include him in the list of those who were "received to 
pardon." 

Knowing the fate that was in reserve for him, when the 
city surrendered, O'Brien retired to the pest-house, not, 
indeed, for the purpose of secreting himself, as has hef-L 
commonly thought, but rather that he might devote the 
last moments of his life to the benefit of his suffering fellow- 
citizens, and prepare himself for death. The oflScers who 
were charged with his arrest found him thus employed, and 
they instantly conducted him to the headquarters of Ireton, 
who told him that he was to be tried by a court-martial, 
and imprisoned till sentence was found. O'Brien heard 
this without moving a muscle ; and when Ireton demanded 
did he Want counsel, he calmly replied, that all he re- 

?[uired was his confessor. This boon was granted, and 
athcr Hanrahan, a member of his own order, was suffered 
to pass the whole day and night of the 30th October with 
him in his prison cell. On the following evening the find- 
ing of the court was announced to him, as he lay stripped 
on a 2)allet, and the officer charged with this lugubrious 
duty gave him to understand that the sentence w^as to be 
carried out on the instant. On hearing this he got up to 
dress himself, but before he had time to do so, the provost- 
marshal's guard pinioned his arms, and thrust him out of 
the cell almost in a state of nudity. It was only natural 
that his fine sense of delicacy should resent this cruel in- 
sult, but finding that all remonstrances were lost on the 
posse who surrounded him, he i)aused an instant, as if to 
collect himself, and said, in a solemn tone, that **the 
time was not distant when Ireton should stand before 
God's tribunal to account for his bloody deeds." Surely 
they must have jeered him as a prophet of evil ! 

It was a long way irom tW ^tisoii. to the place of execu- 
tion^ and as the cortega pTOG^^^^^ V\» n!«» «a!y5issc5!y«jyi. ^t 
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every step by sights more appalling than that of a man 
going to the gallows. For two days previously Iretou's 
troops had been allowed to pillage and slay as they liked, 
and there was hardly a house that did not bear witness to 
their fierce licentiousness. Windows shattered, doors 
wrenched from the hinges, corses of men and women lying 
stark in the kennels, wares of every sort scattered and 
trodden under foot, showed that destnictiveness had 
revelled to satiety. "No living thing appeared along the 
route of that sad procession, and uie universal stillness 
would have been unbroken were it not for the heavy tread 
of the doomed man's escort, and the ringing of their 
weapons as they clinked on the pavement. O'Brien, how- 
ever, conducted himself with his accustomed firmness, and 
though distressed at being obliged to parade the deserted 
thoroughfares on that winter's evening in a state little short 
of absolute nakedness, his step was as steady and his bear- 
ing erect as either could have been on that memorable day 
when he followed the trophies of Benburb to St. Mary's 
cathedral. On reaching the foot of the pibbet, he knelt and 
prayed till he was commanded to arise and moimt the 
ladder. He obeyed, seized the rungs with vigorous grasp, 
and turned round, as if anxious to ascertain whether any of 
the citizens had ventured abroad to witness his death-scene. 
Having satisfied himself that a few of them were present, 
and within hearing, he exhorted them to continue true to 
the faith of their fathers, and hope for better days, when 
God would look with mercv on unhappy Ireland. A few 
moments more, and his soul was with the just. Thus did 
Terence Albert O'Brien pass out of this life, on All Saints' 
Eve, 1651. As soon as life was extinct, the executioner 
lowered the body to the ground, and after the soldiers had 
discharged their muskets at it, he hacked off the head, and 
impaled it on the tower of St. John's gate, where it 
remained many a day, a ghastly evidence of &eton's vindic- 
tiveness. 

O'Brien's execution was speedily followed by that of 
many priests of the Dominican order, among the most 
distinguised of whom were fathers Wolf and Collins. The 
one belonged to an ancient Limerick family, which had 
already given a hostage to the Church in the person of the 
celebrated legate of the same name ; and as for Collins, it is 
hardly necessary to remind the teadfic that it was he who 
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Iv'il tlic st TDiiiii; party at Bunratty. Both were sentenced 
iiv o< •art-martial, aiul both died as liecame them, with 
ciiri'^tian ooiirai;f and christiau hojie. Ireton, iudeed, dealt 
unsparingly with the Domiuicaua, for he knew that they 
M «.re the imnzio'a most faithful and uncompromising ad- 
hiTi'nt!*, and that every member of the order, with one 
solitary exception, advocated his |>olicy, not only while he 
Avius in Irolaml, but when he was far away in nis princi- 
]»ality of t'lTuio. Persistently heroic during the siege, they 
exhibitctl the same undaunted composure on the scaffold, 
and tiicir conduct in the latter instance contrasted strondy 
with that of the temporizing major-general Purcell, wno 
swooned at sight of the halter, and had to be assisted by 
two musketeers while mounting the ladder. 

Among the laymen who suffered at this time there were 
two whom we may not pass over in silence. These were 
Dominic Fanning and a ])ersonago whom a contemporary 
uianuscri]>t styles the baron of Castleconnell. Fanning, we 
need hardly say, was in the interest of the nnnzio*s party 
tliroughout, and when the city surrendered, he fled and 
secreted himself in the tomb of his ancestors in the Francis- 
can church. While lying hid there, a picket entered the 
i)laoo, and lit a lire for the purjwse of cooking ; and when 
'aiming saw them thus emj)loyed, he crept out, and be- 
grimed as he wivs, sat down to wann himself. The captain 
of the ])arty kicked him off, and he then endeavoured to 
escape out of llie city, but was arrested at the gate, brought 
back, and being idcntilied, was immediately hanged. The 
servant, it seems, involved himself soon afterwards with the 
sohliers, and in a scullle that ensued was killed on the spot 
by tlie captain who had driven Fanning from the tire. The 
writer to whom we are indebted for this information, gives 
the following account of the baron of Castleconnell:— 
** Joeing senteuced to die, he a])plied to Ireton for respite of 
execution till his return from his lodgings, where he broke 
open his trunks, and lindiug there a new suite of white 
tiiU'etty, he attired liiniself in it. lie then rode gallantly to 
the i>lace of execution, and behaved so jocosely that he 
caused wonder. Being asked about change of clothes, he 
re]»Iied, ' that if to njarry a creature he would have done 
no less, why should I not do so now when I believe 1 am 
about to marry Viewviiw'.' " AVho this baron was we have 
not been able to aaccxtaiii,\>\x\."\\i \£v^^ \ifc,x^\£ias^vylthat the 
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title was in dispute at that period. Of 0*Dwyer, bishop of 
Limerick, and the archbishop of Oashel, we have only to 
jtdd that Ludlow 'pleaded for the former, that he did not 
belonff to the extreme or nunzio's party, and that the latter 
had me same extenuating circumstances in his favour. 
O'Dwyer was suffered to escape, and the archbishop went 
quietly away, "both," says the author already quoted, 
*' being protected because they were of the party of Ormond 
and Clanricarde." 

It was on the 10th of November, when all this cold- 
blooded butchery was done, that Ireton was seized With the 
epidemic, which had been ravaging the whole island for 
nearly an entire year. Li the course of a few days he 
crew gradually worse and more faint, and, at length, in- 
flammatory fever supervened. " In his delirium," says sir 
Philip Warwick, " he shouted repeatedly, * blood ! blood 1 
I must have more blood !'" and if we may believe other 
writers who had similar opportunities for informing them- 
selves concerning the last moments of this cruel man, the 
bishop of £mly was so palpablj^ before him, that he had to 
turn ms face to the wall to avoid the ghastly sight. In the 
wild outbursts of his frenzy he over and over again repeated 
that he was guiltless of the bishop's death, that he had no 
hand in it, and that the court-martial alone was responsible 
for the sentence and execution. These, however, were 
nothing more than echoes of a guilty conscience, unsoftened 
by a single expression of regret or repentance— unavailing 
protestations and arguments thrown away on the bloody 
spectre that never quit his bedside till God called him to 

J'udgment, after sixteen days of unmitigated suffering. 
^eed. we say that O'Brien's prophecy was fulfilled, and 
may we not suppose that he confronted his murderer at 
GU)d's tribunal ! 

There can be no doubt that Ireton's conduct to O'Brien 
was merciless and exceptional, for he pardoned Hugh 
O'Neill, who was as obstinate as the bishop in refusing to 
capitulate ; nay, more, had Ireton been disposed to act 
considerately or impartially, he surely would have disco- 
vered that the man by whom he was beaten at Clonmel, 
and who left him nothing there but ** a breached and bloody 
wall," was less entitled to mercy than an ecclesiastical dig- 
nitary, who, as such, was nowise amenable to a military 
iribunaL The remonstrances of his officers induced him to 
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cancel tbe sentence pronounced against O'Neill ; and 
O'Dwyer, ihongh excepted from the articles of treaty, 
receired protection at his hands. Why he did not extend 
the same benefit to O'Brien we cannot say, but it may be 
fairly presumed that any kindly feeline he possessed most 
have been neutralized by his intense hatred of that illas- 
trious persona^. 

In conclusion, let ns mention a fact not generally known. 
Ireton not only pardoned O'Neill, but conferred on him nn- 
mistakable proofs of his esteem and friendship, " for," says 
the M.S. authority from which these particulars are taken, 
**so tender was Ireton of O'Neill's safety, that he charged 
his lieutenant, upon pain of his displeasure, to wait onhun; 
and when he was on the point of death, he commanded his 
said lieutenant to use all good behaviour to the Irish geaend, 
and send him with his corse into England. He also be* 
stowed on him three horses, one for himself, the other two 
for two servants to wait on him, with a lackey, all at his 
proper ex|)ense. Aud so it was, for Hugh O'Neill accom* 
panied the remains to London, and he was there released'' 
The corse, we need hardly add, was buried with great 
pomp in Westminster Abbey, but it does not appear that 
O'Neill was present when John Owen, minister of the Gos* 
pel, delivered Ireton's funeral oration, which he afterwards 
published under the title of ** The Labouring Saint's Dis- 
mission to Rest." 



CHAPTER IX. 

At the commencement of these papers we stated that the 
secret instructions given to Rinuccini, when about to set 
out for Ireland, charged him to select as his special and 
most confidential advisers, Alalachy, archbishop of Tuam, 
aud Heber, bishop of Clogher, whose zeal, clearsightedness, 
and ability in the management of public business, had won 
them high repute at the court of Rome. Having spoken 
of the former of these prelates, we will now address our- 
selves to the biography of the latter, whose fidelity to the 
cause of religion and country has made his name famous in 
I)oj)ular ballads, as well as in those graver pages, where 
friend and foe have le^teaeuted him as a grand historic 
%ure. 
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Heber, or Etneric, son of Tmlougli MacMahon and Eva 
O'Neill, was born in Monaghan, in 1600, a year memorable 
for the arrival in Ireland of the lord deputy Mount joy, 
-whose acknowledged ability as a statesman and general 
was destined to crush the Spaniards at Kinsale, and subju' 
gate the entire island to English rule. Heber's father had 
fought on the side of the northern chieftains, from the 
beginning of the war which the latter waged against 
queen Elizabeth; and on every field from Clontibret 
to the great victory of the Blackwater, he acted the 
part of a brave soldier, proving himself on all 
occasions a worthy representative of an ancient race, 
always renowned for valarous achievements. Th^ child, 
Ueber, was only seven years old when his kinsman, James 
Colla MacMahon, was obliged to join the Earls in their 
flight from lough Swilley ; and in the course of a few years 
afterwards, his father was reduced to comparative poverty 
by the bill of attainder, which proscribed the fugitives and 
their adherents, and confiscated the best part of Ulster to 
the crown. Obliged to seek shelter with the survivors of 
O'Neill's and O'Donnell's clansmen in the then almost in- 
accessible wilds of Donegal, Turlough, with his wife, Eva, 
and their only child, fixed his residence in the vicinity of 
Kilybegs, and there lived as best they could, hoping that he 
would, sooner or later, be restored to some parcel of those 
grand domains which were so crueDy and unjustly wrested 
from him and his. News, however, reached Ireland to- 
wards the close of 1608, that James MacMahon and his 
companion in misfortune, lord Maguire had died imme- 
diately after their arrival at Genoa ; and the executive, 
acting on this welcome intelligence, confirmed the 
grant of Turlogh's patrimony to the new occupier, and 
thus annulled sill the claims of the rightful owner. At 
that period Turlough was too old to take service in the 
Spanish armies ; and as he was suffering from wounds re- 
ceived on the disastrous day of Kinsale, he resolved to 
remain at home, and devote the remainder of his days to 
the initiating young Heber, his sole hope, in the rudiments 
of the military profession till the lad would be fit to sail for 
Flanders, and there enlist into the Irish regiment, which 
was then commanded by the eldest son of the banished earl 
of Tyrone. Heber, indeed, did inherit the chivalrous in- 
stincts of his father ; but lus mother, it would appear had 
jio amhitiou to see Imn traiUn^ 'ha2)\k;c^ qx \»iQL^:i^> ^sc^^ ^^^^ 
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consequently resolved that his hopes -and a8]>irations should 
take an op]>osite direction, and yearu for the still higher 
honour of serving in the . -weakened ranks of the Chcm^ 
then truly militant^ .in* Ireland. Heber seconded his 
mother's wishes, and laid down sword and target for hook 
and {ten ; and tiiat nothing might be wantine to forward 
his education, she called into her humble homestead a 
Franciscan f riai^ of Donegal, who, in return for the bread 
and shelter afforded him, taught the boy Latin, Greek, and 
Spanish, and made him thoroughly familiar wiUi the history 
of his unfortunate country. Towards the close of 1617, 
Heber set out for Douay, and entered the Irish collie, 
which Cussack, a priest of Meath, had endowed in tnat 
old Flemish town. Having completed his philosophical 
course there, he removed to Louvain, in order to avail him< 
self of the lectures of the learned Franciscan MacCaghwell, 
who was then esteemed one of the most profound theo- 
logians of his time. What honours or distinctions he may 
have obtained during his collegiate cereer we know not ; 
but it is certain that his application and industry were re- 
warded with the respect of his various professors, and 
secured for him the congratulatious of those truly eminent 
Irish ecclesiastics, who uien devoted themselves to educat- 
ing priests for the home mission. At length, having gone 
through the prescribed cycle of studies, and attained his 
twenty-fifth year, Heber was ordained priest in the chapel 
of the Irish Franciscan convent at Louvain ; John Colgan, 
Donatus Mooney, father O'Cleary, and other celebrities 
asiistiug on the occasion. In the interval his parents had 
passed out of this life, after seeing their inheritance 
alienated to the thrifty colonists with whom James I. re- 
j)laced the native population, and the ancient churches of 
Ologher given over to fanatical preachers, Scotch and 
English, whose aim was to outroot * ' popery" from the soil 
where it had flourished so vigorously during those days 
when O'Neill and O'Donnell would not suffer any Anglican 
priest or prelate to set foot upon it 

At the time of his ordination, Louvain and, indeed, every 
other garrison town in Flanders, swarmed with Irish troops 
commanded by Owen Hoe O'Neill, Preston, of the house of 
Gormanston, O'Cahan, and others, who were destined to 
take part in the eventful vicissitudes of their native land 
at a future period. Ha.^ "isVaft^la^^Xk. N?S^'i«i to remain 
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among his exUed countrymen, he could easily have found 
advancement at the hands of the archdukes, Albert and 
Isabella, then the steadiest friends of the Irish Catholics ; 
but knowing that his services were required in the land of 
his birth, he hastened home, and devoted himself with 
heroic zeal to the duties of his calling. On his arrival in 
his native diocese, he found the Catholics deprived not only 
of their lands, but of their churches, and obliged to assist 
at the divine sacrifice wherever it could be celebrated, 
without attracting the notice of the "Undertakers," in the 
recesses of the mountains, and ofteher still on the hill sides 
which commanded a view of the surrounding districts, and 
enabled them to take precaution against being surprised or 
interrupted. Withal, the people clung steadfastly to the 
ancient faith ; and, notwithstanding the perils to which 
they were hourly exposed for the observance of its ordi- 
nances, nothing could induce them to abandon it or betray 
its ministers to the myrmidons of the executive, who were 
ever on the alert for their apprehension. The people re- 
spected MacMahon not only as a priest, but as one of the 
representatives of the ancient nobility of Ulster who had 
suffered so much for religion and country ; and we may 
easily imagine with what weight his words fell on their 
hearts, when he exhorted them to persevere in the same 
profession, and beseech God to take compassion on their 
endurance. Cautiously avoiding all overt acts that could 
provoke the intolerance of lord Falkland, and the deputies 
who succeeded him, he toiled as a simple priest, twenty 
years in the diocese of Clogher ; and so efficiently that 
O'fieilly, vicar- apostolic of Kilmore, and subsequently 
archbishop of Armagh, wrote to Rome, that he deserved 
the highest honours to which the holy see could advance 
him. The primate, doubtless, regarded him as eminently 
qualified to preside over the ancient see of Clogher ; in a 
word, as one whose election to that dignity would be hailed 
with delight by the people, who, in the midst of their re- 
verses, still maintained traditional reverence for the son of 
the Orgiellian chieftains. 

At the commencement of the agitation which heralded 
the insurrection of 1641, MacMahon signified to lord Or- 
mond, that the Catholics of the north, unable to bear the 
oppressions of the Scotch and English undertakers, would 
assuredly rise in arms, unless the executive took means to 
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protect tbeir liFes against the repeated acts of aggressieii to 
which they were hourly exposea ; but tliis timely 'warning 
was utterly thrown away on Panons aad Borlase, whose 
aim was to goa^l the ** (lapists " to rebellion, in order that 
they might share l>ctweeu them the remnant of property 
that was still in the hands of the latter. At length, how- 
ever, endurance reached its extremest limit, the northern 
Catholics api)ealed to arms, and among those who were in- 
volved in the abortive attempt to seize Dublin castle and 
the i)ersons of the lords justices, was Hugh MacMahon, 
the near kinsman of the subject of this memoir. 

At the outbreak of the revolution. Father Heber exerted 
all his power and influence to restrain the licentiousness of 
the multitudes who flocked to the standard of Sir Phelim 
O'Neill and the other northern leaders, and such were his 
exertions in behalf of the Protestants, that many of them 
owed their lives and preservation of their property to his 
charitable interference. As soon, however, as the *' rising** 
assumed the character of a general movement, he eo-oper- 
ated with archbishop O'Reilly and the other prelates who 
assembled at Kells, and flually at Kilkenny, to direct the 
pe()j>Ie in laying the foundations of the confederacy. On 
all these occasions, the ])relat€s and lay lords gave attentive 
ear to his suggestion, and regarded him as one whose wis- 
dom was only equalled by his well-known courage. At 
length, when the confederacy was fully organized, and the 
prelates had re'iolved to till those sees that were vacant, a 
meuiorial was forwarded to Rome, praying his holiness, 
Urban VIII., to promote MacMahon to the bishopric of 
Clogher, as no other could be found more deserving of 
such advancement, either by ancient descent or grand ser- 
vices rendered to the new government. The holy see 
granted the prayer of the petitioner?, and MacMahon was 
consecrated at Drogheda, early in 1643, after having held 
the see of Down and Connor as bishop-elect ior two years pre- 
viously. 

The motives that determined this selection were twofold 
—spiritual and tem}>oral— for the holy see not only appre- 
ciated tlie services which MacMahon had rendered to reli- 
gion, but set due value on his acknowledged influence with 
the people of his province, who recognised him as the repre- 
sentative of their aticveYvt chieftains, and were nowise loath 
to follow him to the ^e\d, vf\iKnft>i«\ka \£!Cli^<cc5Av^ im^- 
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rative to lay aside crook and mitre for swOTd and helmet. 
In fact, be was the fittest man for the dignity to which he 
-was elevated, for, it is likely that no other could have beea 
found at the time possessing so many attributes of a militant 
prelate. His first essay in that capacity was made a year 
before he received the bull appointiDg him to the see of 
Clogher, when he marched at the head of a strong detach- 
ment of troops, to congratulate his early friend, Owen 
O'Neill, on his arrival in Ireland, and tender to that brave 

feneral the aid of his sword whenever be might need it. 
trange as such a proposition may appear to us, it could 
not shock or surprise O'Neill, who, doubtless, was aware 
that many Spanish and Italian prelates, and pope Julius IL 
especially, had dared death in the field, and he therefore 
accepted the chivalrous offer with a soldier's thankful- 
ness. 

But what O'Neill desired most at that juncture was the 
removal of his kinsman, Sir Phelim, from the command of 
the Ulster forces, and to have at his disposal lar^e levies of 
stalwart youths who, when, disciplined after the Spanish 
fashion, were to be officered by those gallant and experien- 
ced men, who had seen service with him in many a cam- 
paign, and shared his laurels at Arras. 'Tis almost unne- 
cessary to say, that Father Heber voted Owen £,oe general- 
in-chief of the northern confederates, and spared no effort to 
procure recruits for that chieftain's standai^, tUl he had the 
satisfaction of seeing him at the nead of a large and highly 
disciplined army. Such truly valuable services were fully 
recognised at Rome, where father Wadding, and others not 
less influential, commended them to the notice of the holy 
see ; and we have glanced at them here in order to explain 
why it was that Rinuccini was instructed to make a confi- 
dent of Heber, bishop of Clogher. The first meeting of 
these two personages took place in the castle of Kilkenny, 
immediately after the nunzio's arrival in that city, and then 
commenced that friendship and continuity of intercourse, 
which lasted through so many years of triumph and rever- 
ses. Indeed, one of the nunzio's earliest despatches shows 
that MacMahon realized his ideal of a true and energetic 
bishop ; for when enumerating the many difficulties he had 
to encounter from the opposition of the older prelates, who 
made small account of * * the splendour of religion, through 
fear of not being able to maintain it^" he reports to the holy 
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Me^Uuit tiie recm&if e on iec imt ri Inibop of (Sioi^ wm 
'mmit mnom for tba vertontioii of ih» tpMidoar andpiiUt 
eitv of eodenastioal oeremoliies ; and thai tint miiwMtgit 
althoiigh gdded by potifcioal. preeodentu^ affbrdea • maiM 
oontrMt to tlM old tNahopi^ wIm^ liaviBg pawed timm^ 
the days of pe t ee cpt ioa, waro eoartaatiy haiiiitad ly adwad 
that tach thnes mfjbt oome aguD. TJwy laokad nao l aU o a 
and boldneoi but m tin jmwai of IffaoMahoa Ito fovad d 
tIM he oonld doMre— a willeonlbiteaUe to Ida own, and a 
qfiirit of daring, thatvasalwavaprepatedtoflneoiuifartte 
moet fonnidaue emergenoiea. WiJh aaoh an ally, Rjimtfaiwi 
flattered himaelf that he would ha aUa to ofwralatfte 
wide -spread faeting of opposition to hiareligio-politioai pRh 
jeots ; and, indeed there ean he no doahi iMt he wnM 
iMivo sQoceeded, had he been aMe to reooneOa eonflieliag 
parties and interests, and unite all in oppoaition to the 
oommon enemr. He failed to aoooinplish tioia ; and tho^ 
representing the delegated nwjes^ of Bome^ hia'affiNtiio 
hnott about a anion of Irish pohtieSana wen nttsriy aa« 
aYaiung. 

MacMahon, althongli ooonpying tibe place of a spxritnal 
peer in the fm]^me oonnoil, was not advanced to the tem- 
poralities of his bishopric till after the battle of Benborb^ 
when that victory gave the confederates a aliort-lived 
triumph in Ulster ; but even then, he resided less freqneniJy 
in his diocese than in the immediate vicinity of the nnnsio 
and the camp of Owen O'Neill, who was entirely directed 
and influenced by his counsels. As might be expected, 
MacMahon subscribed the rejection of the peace oi 1646, 
and took an active part in the congregation of the clergy at 
Waterford, where the bishops assumed the government, 
under the presidency of the nunzio, and committed the sad 
blunder of calling O'Neill's army from the ponrnit of the 
Scotch puritans to support the new regime. Thenceforth 
he became, if possible, still more devoted to the nnnzio, ap- 
proved all bis projects, and maintained that his policy and 
Owen O'Neill's sword were the sole means for rescuing Ire- 
land from present and future oppression. 

Acting on this conviction, he caused O'Neill to signify to 

the nunzio that the preponderating military power, which 

the victory of Benburb had secured for him, was entirely 

at his service, and that the Clster forces were ready t 

ilnaruh on Dublin wheuekvex 'Vi!^ mV^Ni^Skso^^ \i^«anotion 
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that enterprise. The redaction of the capital, we need 
liardly say, was one of ftinuccini's most cherished projects, 
mnd as MacMahon was well aware of this, he insisted that 
no time should be lost in making the attempt. The nunzio 
hesitated, not, indeed, through apprehension of failure, but 
rather from fear of giving umbrage to queen Henrietta 
Maria, then at Pans ; and it was not till after several 
weeks of inaction he resolved to summon the metropolis to 
•urrender. 

In the beginning of autumn, 1646, O'Neill advanced 
with his Ulster men through the north of Leinster, and 
being joined by the forces under Preston, they pitched their 
camps at Leixlip and Newcastle, while the nunzio and 
MacNf ahon took up their quarters in the immediate vicinity, 
to hasten the operations of the two generals. Acting on 
the advice of Oastlehaven, Ormond wasted the country all 
around before he retired into Dublin, and as the winter had 
aet in with unusual severity, the confederates were but ill 
supplied with provisions. Worst of aU, the old jealousies 
between Preston and O'Neill had broken out afresh ; and 
to add to this complication of difficulties. Lord Clanricarde, 
a Catholic and hitherto neutral, appeared on the scene to 
tamper with Preston, whose hatred of O'NeiU was only 
equalled by his want of firmness. Preston would not ad- 
vance, and a rumour reached O'Neill's quarters that the for- 
mer had concerted measures with Ormond for falling on his 
army in front and flank. - O'Neill, therefore, had to take 
wecautions against surprise, for he was led to believe that 
Preston meant to destroy him and his. As for the citizens 
of Dublin, they were terrified by the proximity of the nun- 
zio's armies, and as they gazed, night after night, from the 
tower of Christ's-church on the numerous camp fires, that 
blazed along the north bank of the Liffey, from Castleknock 
to Lucan, they prayed God to deliver them from those 
wild Ulstermen, who boasted, however, unwarrantably, that 
they were the pope's chosen soldiers. Little, however, did 
the good burghers think that bickerings were rife in the 
confederate camps, and that the two armies which had 
come to seize the city, were more disposed to fly at each 
other's throats ! In the midst of these dissensions, the 
nunzio felt himself bewildered, and apprehending that he 
i\^ust lose all chance of taking Dublin if he failed to unite 
tke two generals, he went^ accompanied by the bishop of 
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Clo<j;lier, to Preston^s quarters, to effect a mutual under< 
BtindLiig. The Leinster general behaved on this occasioi 
\v-ith marked reserve, and though he had been urged in 
arrest the bishop of Clogher, he refused to do so. Tlii 
conference, however, did not bring about the desired recon 
ciliation ; and much as the nunzio plumed himself on hii 
courage in traversing the level countiy north of the city 
'* where a few straggling horsemen might have picked bin 
up and carried him to lord Ormonde" all his efforts wen' 
for nothing, so much so, that on a rumour of a parliamen 
tarv squadron having dropped anchor in the bay, O'Neil 
and Preston struck their tents, and retired hastily in th 
direction of Kilkenny. 

After tarrying some days at Lucan, to examine article 
of accommodation, which Clanricarde proposed on Ormond' 
behalf, the nunzio and the bishop of Clogher hastened t 
rejoin the confederate generals, m the hope of bringinj 
them back to resume the siege of Dublin. This, howevei 
they found utterly impracticable ; and the only result of al 
their ])leading was to induce O'Neill atfd Preston to sub 
scribe a documei\t, by which they bound themselves to b 
true to each other on all future occasions when the inte 
rests of the confederacy might require their combinec 
action. 

Having aided in effecting this temporary reconciliation, 

^lacMalion retired to his diocese, and there passed th< 

greater part of 1647, holding conferences of his clergy, ad 

ministering confirmation, restoring churches, and zealously 

})erforming all the other functions of his episcopal office 

At length, however, when news reached him that Prestoi 

had been defeated at Trim by Jones, to whom lord Ormonc 

surrendered Dublin for a sum of thirteen thousand pounds, 

he wrote to Owen O'Neill to march with his army, andsavi 

Kilkenny from the parliamentary forces. The (Jlstei 

general gladly obeyed the summons, marched rapidly oi 

Trim, occupied the ground where Preston had been s( 

shamefully routed, and ke2)t Jones's troops in check fo; 

fully four months. U.'his bold manoeuvre was, indeed, th< 

the salvation of the confederates ; for O'Neill's sudden ap 

pearance on the scene of the late disaster caused Jones t< 

retire within the walls of Dublin, and abandon his desigr 

of reducing Kilkenny. MacMahon joined the Ulster ge 

22CTal at Trim, and xema.m^d ^ioxis^a.xAi'^ in his camp tiU 
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imoned by the niinzio to Kilkenny, to take part in the 
nentous debates which at that period distracted the 
federate councils. 

.t the close of 1647, the Ormondist faction resolved, it 
sible, to get rid of the nunzio and his adherents, and, in 
sr to accomplish this, they gave out that the recent 
es and wide-spread poverty from which the whole coun- 
was suffering could not be remedied, except by appeal- 
to the pope, and other foreign potentates, for assistance 
Qoney and munitions. It was also suggested that the 
ns proposed by Ormond, in 1646, should be reconsidered 

accepted, provided the guarantees for religion were 
)lified ; and, finally, that deputations should be sent to 
various Catholic courts, to represent the miserable con- 
on of the confederates, and obtain whatever aids they 
ht be disposed to advance. This, indeed, was an adroit 
} to get shut of Kinuccini's partisans, and, according to 
programme, it was voted and carried in the assembly, 
1; M'Mahon should proceed, with lord Muskerry and 
:tor Brown, to the court of Queen Henrietta Maria at 
is. The bishop, however, saw through the scheme, and 
lived to defeat it. He, therefore, besought the council 
ubstitute some one in his place ; ** For,'* said he, ** I am 
>rant of the French and English languages, and the 
en has conceived strong prejudices to me, as it has been 
. her that I took an active part in promoting this war, 

rejecting the peace of 1646. Moreover, I have reason 
hink that I would be hazarding my life were I to under- 
5 this mTSsion ; for Digby, the queen's secretary, and 
special favourite, St. Germain,, are my sworn enemies. 
1 some one else for this business ; for nothing shall 
ice me to embark in it." This declaration surprised 
confounded the Ormondists ; and so indignant were 
jkerry, Taaff, Preston, and others, that they waited on 
mayor of Kilkenny, and charged him to have the bishop 
logher placed under arrest for contumacy and breach of 
ilege. The mayor, however, instead of doing as they 
manded, made the bishop an offer of his protection, 
^ng as his reason for doing so, that he did not feel 
self bound to obey the order of the assembly in this 
ince. On hearing this, Preston left the city to assemble 
iroops that were encamped in the neighbourhood ; de- 
ments of the gariison were turned out to patrol the 
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ttreeti, and the gates ware doaed to keep the Uahoporog 
of his friends from commniiinating with O'Neill, -whmetBBt 
were visible from tlie ramparts of the eity . Nert day 
howerer, MacMahon took his plaoe in the aasemUj; bu 
each waa the excitement provcJked by hia appearaaos^ thsl 
he waa forced to retire while the Ormomdiats were gnvdll 
discnssing the legality of committiiig him to prison. Thslk 
indeed, waa a serioos qnestioa ; and those who were fa 
incarcerating him cited countless precedents^ famished I9 
history and the statute book; but, aa the bishops tim 
present demurred to such special pleadings the Ormondirti 
insisted that a written order should be sent to MaoMalw^ 
forbidding him to leare the city. The biahopa, howsfsi; 
would not sanction this ; and so strenuous waa their ma* 
aition, that the assembly caused their written order to be 
cancelled, and commissioned their speaker to wait ea 
MacMahon, and request him not to go beyond the walk 
Irritated by this untoward proceeding, the nnnsio iniitod 
that the Ormondists had ** violated ecclesiastical immumty," 
and were, consequently, bound to make reparation fortiuir 
error, if they were not prepared to encounter the r e s ent * 
ment of Owen O'Neill, who, in his camu at Maryborosgfa, 
told the a^ent of the French conrt that he would never set 
foot in Kilkenny till ample apology had been made to tiie 
ofTended prelate, who was his especial friend and adviser. 
Alarmed at this, the assembly made the required atonement^ 
and api)ointed the marquis of Antrim to be one of the depu- 
tation in lieu of the bishop of Clogher, whose presence in 
Ireland was indispensably necessary at that moment, when 
Kinnccini was about to resort to tiiose extreme measoreiy 
for the enforcement of which he required the aid of the 
carnal weapon. 

It is almost snperflnons to say that the bishop of Clogher 
figured prominently in the council of prelates who rejected 
Inchiqnin's truce, and from fourteen of whom Binucdni 
procured a conditional power, to excommunicate all fa> 
vourers of that overture, in conjunction with four specified 
bishops, or in case of their non-attendance, with four to 
be named by himself. Indeed, in this instance, Mac- 
Mahon did nothing more than what might have been 
expected from one whose antecedents proved that he wsi 
devotedly attached to the nunzio throughout, and the more 
IP A8 the latter \iad. sXNVtt^a ^o^ni Si ^^\^^ "^t^lecenoe for 
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O^ren 0''N'eill and the Catholics of Ulster. Actuated by 
Biich sentiments, he aided the nunzio in effecting his es- 
cape from Kilkenny, and accompanied him to O'Neill's 
oamp at Maryborough, where he tarried some time medi- 
tating what was best to be done at such a moment, and 
how he might be able to make his final exit from Ireland. 
Sad and perilous, indeed, was Rinuccinrs sojourn with 
Owen Roe, for the forces which were then at his disposal 
could not cope with the united armies of Preston and 
Inchiquin, had they marched on Maryborough ; but far 
more poignant than the apprehension he entertained of 
being surprised and utterly routed by his sworn enemies, 
was the intimation which Kinuccini gave him of his 
approaching departure from the kingdom. O'Neill im- 
plored him to abandon his intention, and MacMahon urged 
that the great body of the clergy, notwithstanding the 
political defection of eight bishops, and three-fourths of the 
entire population, still adhered to his cause. But all in 
vain, for Kinuccini clearly saw that no permanent benefit 
could come of his presence in Ireland, and that he was 
utterly powerless to oring about a union of the confiicting 
parties who were more intent on sacrificing each other than 
acting in concert for the common good. Full of this con- 
viction he took leave of O'Neill, and proceeded to Athlone, 
where, on the refusal of the four authorised bishops to 
sanction his last and most daring measure, he summoned 
four others in their stead, and with their consent pro- 
nounced sentence of excommunication against the abettors 
of Inchiquin's truce, and laid all parts of the kingdom, 
where it would be accepted, under interdict. The bishop 
of Cloeher subscribed' the sentence, and had the gratifica- 
tion ox learning soon afterwards, that two thousand of 
Preston's soldiers, terrified by the church's thunders, had 
deserted that general, and ranged themselves under O'Neill's 
standard. Elated by this momentary success, and exas- 
perated by the Ormondists, who pronounced him guilty of 
nigh treason, O'Neill broke up his camp at Maryborough, 
and proceeded northwards, in order to reinforce his little 
army. On this expedition he was accompanied by the 
bishop of Closher, and such was the enthusiasm of the 
Ulstermen for ooth chieftain and prelate, that O'Neill soon 
found himself at the head of ten thousand infantry and 
fifteen hundred horse, indifferently armed it is true, but 

i 
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jtaAy and wilUngto follow wlieraver their gsBenl iiii|riifc In 
diBpoMd to lead tfaem. With tfau oontLngeat O^Neul and 
the biahop returned to Leinater, nmted Prestoi, and tiua 
advanced by forced warohea into the oonnty Tipperaiy, 
-where four thousand brave peaaanta enrolled themaelvBi 
under the confederate bannerai and aoleninljrpledAed thflB- 
aelvee to atand by the canae of the "old Iiiah" and ths 
Church. Nenaghy Banadier, and other atroo^ l^^*"^^ ^ 
the Shannon were speedily in the power of O'Netlrs troopi^ 
and in Ais brief but brilbant campaign, the nnniio teUs m 
that the Ulster chieftain defeated aeven geneeala who w«if 
opposed to him, and thus, for the fifth time, saved religifla 
and Ireland from the enemies of both. Having aoooiii> 
pluQied all this, 0*Neill and the bishop retnmed to the 
north, to protect the people of that ptovinoe from ihs 
inroads of the pariiamentanans. 

Meanwhile, lord Ormond had resumed the c o v e n u nsB^ 
and signified to the numdo that he must quit uie kiiigilw 
without further delav. The intimation was soon f olloved 
by that personage's departure for the shores of France, and 
CrNeill and his faithful adherent, the bishop of dogher, 
were left to take whatever coarse they deemed best for the 

good of the country and their own preservation. Finding 
imself thus abandoned by his former friends, and driven 
to desperation by want of provisions and military supplies, 
O'Neill was constrained to accept the overtures of sir 
Charles Coote, who proposed to furnish him with a con- 
siderable quantity of powder and ball, on condition that he 
would march to the relief of Deny, then besieged by tiie 
Scotch, under lord Montgomery. O'Neill accepted the 
offer, marched against the Scotch, who fled across the Baon 
at his approach, and was splendidly entertained at Derry 
by Coote, who professed himself under lasting obligatioDB 
to his deliverer. This unnatural alliance, which nothing 
but extreme necessity could justify, was not destined to 
last, for the English parliament rebuked Coote for treating 
with O'Neill, and the latter, disgusted with the hostility hi 
experienced from those whom he had so generously relieved, 
resolved to break with them, and make a tender of his 
services to lord Ormond. During his short sojourn at 
perry, O'Neill was seized with a mortal malady, occasioned, 
it was said, however unwarrantably, by poison, with 
^which Coote caused )[i\a YfSxi& V* \^ ^ro^^is^^ ^x^ «a othefs 
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would have it, by a pair of poisoned msset boots, sent him 
by one Plunket of Louth, and in this condition he had to 
be carried in a horse-litter to Clouehouter, the residence of 
his brother-in-law, colonel Philip O Beilly. CNeill's suffer- 
ings were painful, and, despite the science of the many 
physicians who strove to save him, he sank gradually — 
** his hair and nails falling off,'' and expired on the sixth of 
November, 1649. The bishop of Clogher never left the 
gallant patient's bedside during his protracted illness, but 
remained constantly there preparing him for the * ' doubtful 
transit," and receiving his last instructions for the main- 
tenance of the Ulster army." Two days after the melan- 
choly event, O^Reilly, the primate, MageDuis, bishop of 
Down, and Heber, of Clogher, accompanied by all the 
kinsmen and officers of the deceased, followed his mortal 
remains to the Franciscan monastery of Cavan, and there 
conmiitted them to a grave which, from that time to the 

S resent, has not had a single stone to distinguish it, and, 
oubtless, must remain so till the Irish people shall have 
learnt to worship the memory of their true heroes. 

Being thus deprived of their general, the officers of the 
Ulster army resolved that no time should be lost in electing 
some one to fill his place, and they accordingly assembled 
for that purpose, at Belturbet, early in March, 1650. The 
meeting was held in the house of MacSweeny, bishop of 
Kilmore, who was named to preside on the momentous 
occasion. Among those present were the marquis of 
Antrim, sir Phelim O'Neill, Henry O'Neill, Con MacCor- 
mack O'Neill, lieutenant-general O'Farrell, Philip Mac- 
Hugh O'Reilly, Heber, bishop of Clogher, the bishop of 
Down, and many other ecclesiastics. The O'Neills con- 
tended that the generalship belonged of right to them, and 
that it was hereditary in their family. O'Farrell, on the 
other hand, maintained that he, as lieutenant-general to 
Owen Roe, was entitled to the command ; and the marquis 
of Antrim pressed his own claims, which he grounded on 
the intimacy that had so long subsisted between himself 
and Owen Roe, to whom he had rendered many signal 
services. The debate was protracted and stormy, and the 
assembly considering the danger that was likely to ensue, 
by electing any of the aforesaid even Hennr, son of the 
deceased general, and the most deserving of tSl, resolved to 
put an end to fur^r intrigue, by nominating Heber, 
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bishop of Clogher, to the vacancy. As matter of course, 
^is selection could not pleaae all parties, for some asserted 
that MacMahon was not equal to the requirements of the 
situation, and others, not having the tear of the conse- 

Snences before their eyes, and affecting to be scandalized, 
id not shrink from asserting, that the combination of 
crook and sword was a thing which no true Catholic could 
stomach. Withal, as there was no remedy for this seeming 
incongruity, they resolved to follow wheresoever the bishop 
would lead them, for they knew that he was the depository 
of Owen O'Neill's confidence, and fully cognizant of the 
treaty which the latter had concluded with lord Ormond 
just one month before his decease. 

Having now assumed the command, the bishop lost no 
time in mustering his troops, and being joined by detach- 
ments of Ulstermen, drafted from the garrison of Water- 
ford, and several regiments which had seen service in 
Leinster and Connaught, under O'Cahan and other distin- 
guished officers, he marched into the county Monaghan at 
the head of an army amounting to about 5.000 foot and 
600 horse. The influence of MacMahon's name and lineage 
in his imtive province caused multitudes of young recruits 
to rally round his standard, and, in the course of a few 
months, he had the satisfaction of seeing his available 
force largely increased, and well-disciplined by O'Farrell, 
whose commission of lieutenant-general had been confirmed 
by the Belturbet council. Leaving that officer in tempo- 
rary command, the bishop proceeded to Loghreagh, in 
order to take counsel with lords Ormond and Clanricarde, 
and procure for them such aids as were required for carry- 
ing on the war against sir Charles Coote, Venables, and 
other leaders who, notwithstanding the recent murder of 
king Charles I. and the proclaiming of his successor, still 
stood out in open rebellion to the king. Ormond received 
the bishop cordially, condoled with him on the death of 
O'Neill, in whose honour, he said, he always placed impli- 
cit trust ; and, after congratulating him as successor to the 
deceased general, confirmed the appointment with a com- 
mission of the following tenor: — 

"To our trusty and well-beloved bishop, Bver Mac- 
Mahoii. 

" Ormond. 
k *• Whereas, upon t\i©trea.\;5 -wiVJo. ^'stJkKt^ ^-^^xil ^"^'dL^ 
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deceased, it was, amongst other particulars, concluded and 
agreed upon, that in case of death or removal of him, such 
other general or commander-in-chief should be authorised 
by commission from us to command his Majesty's forces of 
the province of Ulster, natives of the kingdom, as should 
be by general consent of the gentry of that province elected 
and made choice of for the same. And, whereas, in a 
general meeting lately held by the gentry for that purpose, 
it was agreed upon, and so represented unto us, that you 
should exercise that command over the said forces. We, 
therefore, upon the consideration thereof, and of the care, 
judgment, valour, and experience in martial affairs, as also 
of the readiness and good affections of you, to do his ma- 
jesty service, have nominated and appointed, and we do 
hereby nominate and appoint you, the said bishop, Ever 
JdacMahon, to be general of aU his Majesty's said forces, 
of horse aud foot, of the province of Ulster, natives of the 
kingdom. GiviAig, &c., &c. 

Having concerted with Ormond and Clanricarde the plan 
of the approaching campaign, and obtained from them as- 
surance oi plentiful suppUes of field artillery, victuals, and 
ammunition, MacMahon returned to Monaghan, and placing 
himself at the head of his army, marched on Oharlemont, 
where he and his chief officers published a manifesto, in 
which they invited the Scots to forget the animosities that 
had hitherto existed between them and the Irish, and to 
sink all distinctions of nation and religion for the sake of 
the royal interest and service. Many of the Scots were 
converted to royalism by this appeal, but the great majority 
of Ooote's forces revolted at the idea of serving under the 
standard of a ** popish bishop," no matter what side of the 

Suarrel he chose to take, and therefore resolved to share 
tie fortunes of their old leaders. 

Seeing there was no hope of detaching the Scots from 
Goote and Venables, the bishop resolved to attack them in 
detail, and, if possible, prevent the juncture of their re- 
spective forces, as neither of tbem would have been able to 
fight him single-handed. With this object, he marched 
northwards along the Bann, stormed JDungiven, Ballycastle, 
and other places of no great importance, and finally 
crossed the Foyle, near Lifford, in order to maintain a 
communication, through Ballyshannon, with Connaught, 
whence he expected the supplies promised by Ormond and 
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t'lanricanle. Thii, however, proved fco be a diaaatroos 
maiM'uvre, for it enableil Venables to send Coote, who was 
then iMioani])ed at Skirfolas, in the neighbourhood of Let- 
terktMiny, a reinforcement of one thousand veteran soldiers, 
who had seen service under Munroe, from the commence- 
mcnt of the Irish war. On the twenty-first of June, 1650, 
the two armies ^*ere within an hour*8 march of each other; 
and as both were pretty equally matched, the bishop re- 
B<^lved to risk a battle, contrary to the advice of his most 
ex]>erienced officers, who insisted that he should hold a 
council of war, and abide by the decision of the majority. 
'J\) this lie submitted reluctantly, and while he and lus 
chiefs were engaged discussing the momentous question, a 
wtHuan of uncommon stature, gaunt, and dressed in white, 
forced her way into their midst, and quoted an old prophecy 
which foretold that the Irish were doomed to be overthrown 
on the banks of the Swilly. MacMahon, however, paid 
little heed to the crazed \'irago, and, perhaps, less to the 
unauHwerable arguments of Henry Koe U'Neill, who urged, 
that instead of engai^ng the enemy on broken ground, 
where the Irish trooi)s could not act with precision, it 
would l>e more prudent to wait till the former should be 
obliged, through want of provisions, to shift their quarters, 
whtMi it would be easy to fall on them, and cut them up in 
detail. It was also urged, that the force at the bishop's 
dis])osal had bt'on weakened by the absence of a large body, 
which he dofcached to seize Castle Doe ; but all arguments 
were thrown away upon him, for he was obstiucite as he 
was rashly brave. The other officers concurred with Henry 
O'Xeill, an<l besought the Inshop to act on their imanimoiis 
decision, but, far ifrom doing so, he taunted them wnth 
cowardice, and more than hinted that they were over 
squeamish in shedding their own or the enemy's blood. 
Smarting under this rebuke, the chiefs summoned their men 
to arms, and demanded to be led against Coote. The at- 
tack of the Irish was impetuous, but, as Henry O'Neill had 
f«)retold, the rugged and stony nature of the ground would 
not suffer them to act in compact masses, and, notwith- 
standing all their chivalry, they were taken in flank and 
rear by Coote's forces, who, in the course of a few hours, 
routed them with slaughter. Eighteen captains of the 
O'Farrells were slain on. W\ft iata.1 Held, and fifteen hundred 
of the common Boldiexa periaYia^ \>e.loxft >iJaft ^^s^ ^V QJi^s^c^'^ 
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musketeers. HeDiy O'Neill, and many others of his name 
and kindred, were captnred, and brought to Deny, where 
Coote had them summarily executed, after quarter given, 
and notwithstanding the heavy ransom which was offered 
for their lives. It was, indeed, a disastrous battle to the 
Irish— ill-advised as any could have been ; and the long 
train of calamities which followed it was altogether attri- 
butable to the phlegmatic obstinacy of the prelate, whose 
only qualification for such a scene was animal courage. 
The army of Ulster, which had been, so long the mainstoy 
of thi war, was thus entirely broken up, and the Cromwel- 
lians were left at liberty to parcel out me land among their 
adherents, who, doubtless, could not but be grateful to the 
rashness of Heber MacMahon. 

As for him, he contrived to make hi« escape from the 
bloody field of Letterkenny, in company with lieutenant- 
general O'Farrell, and some squadrons of horse, riding day 
and night, without meat or orink, for twenty-four hours, 
till he and his jaded followers reached the neighbourhood 
of Enniskillen, where they were set upon by a detachment 
from the garrison. The bishop's escort offered what resis- 
tance they could, but were soon obliged to yield to superior 
force, and surrenderat discretion. He himself was severely 
wounded in this last action, and so was O'Farrell ; but less 
fortunate than the latter, who made his escape, MacMahon 
was carried prisoner to Enniskillen, and there committed 
to the common jail, to wait Coote's final sentence. 

At that period, John King, afterwards raised to the peer- 
age by Charles the Second, was governor of Enniskillen, 
and, it must be told to his honour, that he treated the cap- 
tive bishop with singular humanity ; for he not only visited 
him frequently, but was so charmed by his frank, soldier- 
like bearing, that he resolved, if possible, to save his life. 
Actuated by this generous impulse, he wrote to Coote that 
it would be disgraceful to trample on a fallen enemy, or 
shed the blood of a man whose followers were crushed and 
scattered, and could no longer bear arms against the parlia- 
ment forces. This representation, however, was useless, 
for Coote replied, that MacMahon must be hanged forth- 
with. The despatch that brought this order enclosed the 
death-warrant ; and on perusing it, King thought he de- 
tected some legal informality, which justified him in post- 
poning execution till he had made a last a^^^eal for the ^ri- 
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in Yaiii« lor he TMsiwd aa Mwy nplyt nlmking mm lor 
imniMnnw. and ehanpng hiM io loaa no tone in oonirigning 
tlie ''popiah biaho^* to the gallinnk King wm aorel^ 
grieved at bmg obtig^ to wimnniflato tlna sad inteUi- 
genoe ; and when tfaeoialiop aigm6ed that he needed acHiie 
pieat to jprepaie him for hia doom, he found no difllcnlhr 
u ohtainmg that frkvoor. King took iMTe of him, and rode 
awmv from BnniikilUm, that he mi^^ not witness tlis 
reroltinff death ol a man whom he had learnt to eekewL 
The oEoee d MaoMahon's career was sooh as might hate 
been expected from one, a goodly portion ol whose hh had 
been divided between the ofamrah and the camp ; and modi 
aa theCromwellian troopers admired his nndaonted rosola- 
tion» they never were so deeply impressed by it as on that 
July eveninff when they eaoorted him to the ancient caslile 
of EnniikilMn — the piaoe appointed for his execatUm. 
Marching some psoas in advance of the musketeers, Us 
bearing was calm, dignified, and martial, so much so^ tiiat 
a casual wayfarer might have mistaken him for the offioa 
in command, were it not for the presence of au ecclesiastic^ 
with whom he conversed in tones inaudible to every one 
else, and a small gold crucifix that he kept constantly 
moving between his lips and eyes. On reaching the scafifold 
he knelt and prayed in silence for a while, and then, tam- 
ing to the troops who kept the ground, told them that he 
thanked God for having given him that opportunity of lay- 
ing down his life in the cause of religion, king, and countiy. 
MaoMahon's soul had scarcely gone to its account, when 
the executioner, in compliance with the barburous usage of 
the times, fiung the corse to the ground, hacked off the 
head, and spik^ it on the tower of the castle, where it re« 
mained till birds of prey, rain, storm, and time destroyed 
every vestige of the ghastly trophy. The mutilated trunk, 
however, had a happier fate, for major-general Eling allowed 
some sympathising Catholics to convey it to Devenish island, 
where it waits the resurrection, under the shadow of St 
Laserian's oratory. 
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